
		
			
				THE LITTLE GUIDE TO

				DAVID BOWIE

			

		

	
		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				First published in 2019 

				This edition published in 2023 by OH!

				An Imprint of Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited,part of Welbeck Publishing Group.

				Offices in: London – 20 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JW

				and Sydney – 205 Commonwealth Street, Surry Hills 2010

				www.welbeckpublishing.com

				Compilation text © Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited 2023Design © Welbeck Non-Fiction Limited 2023

				Disclaimer:

				All trademarks, quotations, company names, registered names, products, characters, logos and catchphrases used or cited in this book are the property of their respective owners. Any use of lyrics or song titles in this book is purely coincidental and incidental and used as reference or for identity. This book is a publication of OH!, an imprint of Welbeck Publishing Group Limited, and has not been licensed, approved, sponsored, or endorsed by any person or entity. 

				All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (including electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission from the publisher.

				ISBN 978-1-80069-511-5EISBN 978-1-80069-512-2 

				Compiled and written by: Malcolm Croft

				Editorial: Ross Hamilton and Victoria Denne

				Project manager: Russell Porter

				Production: Jess Brisley

				A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

				Printed in China

				10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

			

		

	
		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				THE LITTLE GUIDE TO

				DAVID BOWIE

			

		

		
			
				Words of wit and wisdom from the starman

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				4

			

		

		
			
				INTRODUCTION – 6

			

		

		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						CHAPTER

						one

					

				

				
					
						Pop Oddity

					

				

				
					
						8

					

				

			

		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						CHAPTER

						two

					

				

				
					
						Rebel Rebel

					

				

				
					
						42

					

				

			

		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						CHAPTER

						three

					

				

				
					
						70

					

				

				
					
						The Prettiest Star

					

				

			

		
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				CONTENTS

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				5

			

		

		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						CHAPTERfour

					

				

				
					
						Forever Changing

					

				

				
					
						94

					

				

			

		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						CHAPTERfive

					

				

				
					
						Hello, Spaceboy

					

				

				
					
						124

					

				

			

		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						CHAPTERsix

					

				

				
					
						156

					

				

				
					
						Sound and Vision

					

				

			

		
		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			
				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				6

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				David Bowie was a quote machine, in lyric and in life. Throughout his incredible career – if you dare to use such a mundane term about something so glorious – Bowie was always referred as the “chameleon of rock”, infamous for his ability to change everything about who he was with each new record. The phrase never rang true for the man himself, however: “Doesn’t a chameleon exert tremendous energy to become indistinguishable from its environment?” he quipped.

				Indeed, Bowie, in his near 50 years at the top, always took great care to stand out against the environment in which he lived – not as a sore thumb, but as a proud two-finger salute against the established order. Bowie created new, vibrant and innovative forms, he shapeshifted, held a mirror up to a society that seemed 
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				forever embarrassed by the ghastly and dull uniforms it chose to wear.

				Under the guise of so many monikers – Jones, Aladdin Sane, Ziggy Stardust, the Thin White Duke – and from his bases in Berlin, London and New York, the singer was free to be multiple versions of himself. It wasn’t divine provenance. Bowie simply decided that living just one life was never going to be enough for him.

				But, of course, the most interesting persona of all was always David Bowie: the man, the writer, the singer and the musician. He was brave, intelligent, imaginative, suave, cool, sexy and an inspiration to his legions of fans. And while Bowie was unable to live forever, his music and his wit will never expire.

				So, David, we miss you. Please come back. The world just isn’t as much fun without you.
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				POP ODDITY

				David Bowie’s contribution to popular culture will forever remain unparalleled. No other artist shapeshifted as much as he did, transforming his style and sound several times. Ladies and gentleman, prepare to jump into the void as we delve deep into the altered mind, words and egos of the uniquely iconic, Mr David Robert Jones…
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				I never really felt like a rock singer or a rock star or whatever. Now I realize that from ’72 through to about ’76, I was the ultimate rock star. I couldn’t have been more rock star.

				Bowie, on his rock-star identity, interview with Kory Grow, Rolling Stone, May 19, 2014.
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				DAVID BOWIE

			

		

		
			
				I don’t know if that’s a good or a bad thing, but I was always terribly aware of life’s finiteness, and I always believed that if we only have this one life, then let’s experiment with it.

				Bowie, on the finiteness of life, interview with Mick Brown, Telegraph, December 14, 1996.
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				Maybe I am insane, too – it runs in my family – but I always had a repulsive need to be something more than human. I felt very puny as a human. I thought, ‘Fuck that, I want to be a superhuman.’

				Bowie, on his starman qualities, article by Annie Zaleski, Vulture, January 12, 2016.
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				DAVID BOWIE

			

		

		
			
				I’m an instant star. Just add water and stir.

				Bowie, on his superhumanity, article by Clare Fitzsimmons, Daily Mirror, January 11, 2016.
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