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Three Times the Fun
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Chapter One


Boxie, Bunting and Boo


“What about a new scarf?” suggested Emily Turner brightly. “Dad lost his scarf, didn’t he?”


Emily’s mum shook her head. “He bought himself a new one.”


Aisha slurped up the last sip of her delicious raspberry smoothie. “I know! What about a tie?”


“That’s a great idea,” Emily said. “But we got Dad a tie last year. Didn’t we, Mum?”


“I’m afraid so,” said Mrs Turner. Her forehead was creased into a worried frown. Emily and Aisha shared an anxious look across Emily’s breakfast table. Her dad’s birthday was only a week away, and they still hadn’t come up with the perfect present!


Aisha got up from her chair and went to the sink to wash her empty glass. Emily felt a jolt of excitement as she noticed that the keyring clipped on to the waistband of Aisha’s jeans was glowing! She looked down at her own keyring, which lay on the table. Just like Aisha’s keyring, Emily’s was shaped like a unicorn – and it was glowing as well!
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Emily took her glass to the sink too. As she turned on the tap, she whispered to Aisha, “Queen Aurora is summoning us!”


Aisha grinned. Both girls knew that the glow meant they were about to return to Enchanted Valley for another adventure with their unicorn friends!


“Mum,” said Emily, “please can Aisha and I go to the pond? Maybe a walk will help us think of present ideas.”


“Of course,” said Mrs Turner. “Just make sure you’re back before lunchtime.”


Excitement charged through the girls like galloping ponies. They crossed the road and walked up a muddy path towards the Spellford village pond.
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“I can’t wait to go back to Enchanted Valley!” said Aisha. “I wonder why Queen Aurora needs our help … I hope Selena isn’t causing trouble again!”


Enchanted Valley was a secret land full of magical creatures. The unicorns helped take care of the valley, and Queen Aurora ruled over them all with kindness and wisdom. But a horrible unicorn called Selena thought she should be queen instead – and so she kept coming up with wicked plans to take over. So far, Emily and Aisha had managed to stop her, but they knew that Selena was clever and very determined …


Just as they’d hoped, there was no one around to see what was about to happen except for a pair of ducks paddling through the reeds. The girls took out their unicorn keyrings.


“Let’s go!” Emily said with a smile.


They touched the keyrings together. At once there was a dazzling flash, like fireworks lighting up the sky. Aisha and Emily felt their feet leave the ground. They floated up, up, up like balloons – and then their feet settled on to soft grass. The light faded.
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In front of them stood Queen Aurora’s magnificent golden palace. Its eight turrets, each shaped like a unicorn horn, rose up into a cloudless blue sky. Pink roses grew over the walls, and the air was sweet with their scent. The palace stood on the top of a hillside, and around it lay misty woodlands, meadows of flowers and a river that gleamed silver in the sunshine.


“We’re back in Enchanted Valley!” said Aisha. The girls hugged each other with delight.


They looked towards the shimmering moat of water that circled around the palace. Across it lay a wooden drawbridge, which led through the gates. Usually when the girls arrived in Enchanted Valley, Queen Aurora came trotting across the drawbridge to meet them.
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But today the drawbridge was empty.


“That’s strange,” said Emily. “I wonder if—”


“Psssssst!”


Emily and Aisha looked at each other. “What was that?” asked Aisha.


“Psssssst!”


“Is someone there?” called Emily.


Then came a giggle, and a voice said, “Over here! Under the willow tree!”


The girls hurried over to a willow tree that grew beside the moat. Its long, trailing branches formed a curtain that dipped into the water. Aisha pushed the branches aside, and she and Emily stepped beneath the tree. The girls gasped. Standing there was a tall yellow unicorn, with a purple mane and tail and a blue horn. And beside her were three little unicorn foals! One was purple, one was yellow and one was blue.


The foals trotted around the girls, nuzzling against them and whinnying.


The mother unicorn laughed. “My triplets are very excited about meeting you!” she said to the girls. “We’ve heard so much about your adventures, you see. My name’s Canterpop. Will you tell Emily and Aisha your names?” she asked her foals.
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“I’m Boxie,” said the purple foal. He dipped his tiny horn in greeting.


The yellow foal reared up on his hind legs, waving his little hooves. “I’m Bunting!”


The smallest foal trotted behind her mother and then leaped out suddenly. “And I’m Boo!” she shouted.


“It’s lovely to meet you all,” said Aisha.


Bunting cantered around them again, making the locket that hung around his neck jangle. Emily noticed that each of the three foals was wearing a locket, but Canterpop’s neck was bare. “Oh!” said Emily. “Where’s your locket? Selena hasn’t taken it, has she?”


“No,” said Canterpop. “Thank goodness! I’ve lent them to my triplets! I look after everything to do with parties and celebrations in Enchanted Valley, and my lockets are for presents, decorations and surprises. But today I’ve given them to Boxie, Bunting and Boo. They aren’t old enough for their own lockets yet, but—”


“But we’ve got a plan, haven’t we, Mum?” said Boxie. He swished his purple tail excitedly. He wore a locket with a wrapped present in it.


“It’s a really good plan!” said Bunting, whose locket contained a big balloon.


Boo looked out from behind Canterpop. “It’s Queen Aurora’s birthday tomorrow!” Boo’s locket showed streamers streaming and confetti popping.


The girls gasped. They had no idea it was Aurora’s birthday!


Canterpop smiled. “Whenever there’s a special occasion in Enchanted Valley, I think up the best way to celebrate it. Every year, Queen Aurora tells me she doesn’t want a fuss for her birthday – but I know all Aurora’s friends would love to celebrate with her. So, triplets,” Canterpop said, “will you tell the girls your plan?”


“We’re going to throw Aurora a party!” cried Bunting.


“A surprise party with lots of amazing surprises!” said Boo. Her eyes shone. “Surprises are the best!”


“And there’ll be lots of presents,” added Boxie.


“And incredible decorations,” said Bunting.


Emily and Aisha grinned. “It sounds brilliant!” said Emily.


“It’s why I called you to Enchanted Valley,” explained Canterpop.
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“You called us here?” asked Aisha.


“Not Queen Aurora?” said Emily.


“Yes!” said Canterpop. “Would you like to help with the party?”


Delight bubbled through the girls like lemonade. “We’d love to!” they said together.
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Chapter Two


Party Planning


“Now for the first part of the plan!” said Canterpop. “Wait here, everyone.”


Aisha, Emily and the unicorn triplets watched through the branches of the willow tree as Canterpop walked up to the palace drawbridge and tapped her front hoof against the door. “Queen Aurora?” she called. “Are you there?”


After a little while, a beautiful unicorn trotted out of the palace. As usual, she was a shimmering mix of red, pink, orange and gold – all the colours of a beautiful sunrise. But today, her long mane was twirled up in curlers and she wore a green dressing gown with a frilly collar draped over her back. It was Queen Aurora! Emily and Aisha smiled at each other – they were always glad to see Enchanted Valley’s clever and gentle ruler, but they had never seen her in her dressing gown before!
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