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The DIY Dentistry sketchbooks


The fully finished cartoons of DIY Dentistry didn't just pop up by themselves. These are only cartoon inventions, but like a real inventor, I had to go through a lot of prototypes before I got the production versions sorted. All the early ideas are scrawled in giant A3 sketchbooks and lovingly strewn in a corner of my messy shed. Every inventor needs a shed.


I've chosen the most interesting of the doodles, blueprints, whatever you want to call them, and offered a few words of explanation for each. Some of these ideas didn't get in the book because they were too plausible in real life. These are the ones I hope somebody will make one day. If you're reading this, and you want to put any of these into production, I will settle for a modest 90% of your gross profits. Other ideas, I look at and think – why on earth didn't I put that in the finished book?
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Wall Climbing Ice Cream Vans


Millions of people work in tall office buildings, so it's inconvenient for them to come down to street level when they hear the sound of the ice cream van. Here's an ice cream van which can go to them. The giant plastic ice cream on the roof of the van flips open, exposing a rocket-powered grappling hook which grips on to the top of the building. This is what has just happened in the left-hand side of the drawing. On the right-hand side, the ice cream van is climbing up the sheer glass face of the building, and selling ice cream to someone who has just opened a window.
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