





[image: The Fashion Classics: 100 Iconic and Timeless Designs by Clare Faulkner. Black silhouetted illustration of a Burberry trench coat.]
















[image: The Fashion Classics]














THE FASHION CLASSICS


Copyright © Clare Faulkner, 2026


All illustrations © Clare Faulkner


All rights reserved.


No part of this book may be reproduced by any means, nor transmitted, nor translated into a machine language, without the written permission of the publishers.


Clare Faulkner has asserted their right to be identified as the author of this work in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.


Condition of Sale


This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.


An Hachette UK Company


www.hachette.co.uk


Summersdale Publishers


Part of Octopus Publishing Group Limited 


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment


LONDON 


EC4Y 0DZ


UK


www.summersdale.com


The authorized representative in the EEA is Hachette Ireland, 8 Castlecourt Centre, Dublin 15, D15 XTP3, Ireland (email: info@hbgi.ie)


eISBN: 978-1-83799-814-2




Substantial discounts on bulk quantities of Summersdale books are available to corporations, professional associations and other organizations. For details contact general enquiries: telephone: +44 (0) 1243 771107 or email: enquiries@summersdale.com.





This book is unofficial and has not been authorized, licensed or endorsed by the brands mentioned within – it is written for fans by fans of fashion. Every effort has been made to ensure that all information is correct. Should there be any errors, we apologize and shall be pleased to make the appropriate amendments in any future editions.














[image: The Fashion Classics: 100 Iconic & Timeless Designs by Clare Faulkner. Summersdale Publishers logo.]














Contents


1 Max Mara, 101801 Camel Coat


2  Diane von Fürstenberg, Wrap Dress


3  Mary Quant, Mary Jane Shoe


4 Hermès, Birkin Bag


5 Levi’s, 501 Jeans 


6 Calvin Klein, Slip Dress 


7 Nike, Air Force 1 Shoe 


8 Katharine Hamnett, Slogan T-Shirt 


9 Burberry, Trench Coat


10 Fendi, Baguette Handbag


11 Chanel, Twinset


12 Balenciaga, Sack Dress


13 Converse, Chuck Taylor All Star Shoe


14 Donna Karan, Bodysuit


15 Jean Paul Gaultier, Bomber Jacket


16 Ralph Lauren, Polo Shirt


17 Mary Quant, Minidress


18 Giorgio Armani, Blazer


19 Issey Miyake, Pleats Please Dress


20 Halston, Shirt Dress


21 Biba, Evening Dress


22 Saint James, Breton Top


23 Valentino Garavani, Rockstud Pump


24 Salvatore Ferragamo, Wedge Shoe


25 Chanel, Tweed Jacket 


26 Gucci, Jersey Dress


27 Pierre Cardin, Bubble Dress


28 Courrèges, Trouser Suit


29 Yves Saint Laurent, Pea Coat


30 Gucci, Jackie Bag


31 Ralph Lauren, Suit


32 John Galliano, Bias-Cut Dress


33 Dr. Martens, 1460 Boot


34 Yves Saint Laurent, Le Smoking Suit


35 Dior, Lady Dior Bag


36 Maison Martin Margiela, Tabi Boot


37  Balenciaga, Baby Doll Dress


38 Vivienne Westwood, Corset


39 Pucci, Silk Jersey Dress


40 Jean Muir, Jersey Dress


41  OMO Norma Kamali, Sleeping Bag Coat


42 Balenciaga, City Bag


43 Stephen Burrows, Colour Block Dress


44 Jean Paul Gaultier, Corset Dress


45 Paco Rabanne, Discs Dress


46 Dior, Bar Suit


47 Digby Morton, Aran Jumper Dress


48 Alexander McQueen, Tartan Dress


49 Sonja de Lennart, Capri Pants


50 Gucci, Horsebit Loafer





“Hitch your wagon to the steady stars that continue to shine on year after year.” 
Edith Head


51 Burberry, Cashmere Scarf


52 Laulhère, Beret


53 Louis Vuitton, Speedy Bag


54 Chanel, Little Black Dress


55 Adidas, Tracksuit


56 Fiorucci, Stretch Jeans


57 Barbour, Beaufort Waxed Jacket


58 Chanel, Slingback


59 Marc Jacobs, Stam Bag


60 Jimmy Choo, Lance Sandal


61 Roland Mouret, Galaxy Dress


62 Prada, Vela Backpack


63 Dior, Pencil Skirt


64 Yves Saint Laurent, Safari Jacket


65 Ray-Ban, Wayfarer Sunglasses


66 Yves Saint Laurent, Jumpsuit


67 Givenchy, Sheath Dress


68 Balenciaga, Cocoon Coat


69 New Era, 59FIFTY Cap


70 Chanel, 2.55 Handbag


71 Jacques Esterel, Bardot Top


72 Jean Barthet, Wide-Brimmed Hat


73 Saint Laurent, Biker Jacket


74 Courrèges, Go-Go Boot


75 Claire McCardell, Popover Dress


76 Norman Norell, Mermaid Dress


77 Adidas, Samba Trainer


78 Hermès, Kelly Bag


79 Vivienne Westwood, Suit


80 Jacques Fath, Cocktail Dress


81 Birkenstock, Arizona Sandal


82 Hervé Léger, Bandage Dress


83 Alexander McQueen, Knuckle Clutch


84 Dior, Aiguille Heel


85 Hermès, Carré Scarf


86 Yohji Yamamoto, White Shirt


87 Levi’s, Trucker Jacket


88 Champion, Hoodie


89 Manolo Blahnik, Maysale Mule


90 Dior, Trapeze Dress


91 UGG, Classic Mini Boot


92 Dior, Turtleneck Sweater


93 Prada, Galleria Handbag


94 Gianni Versace, Oroton Dress


95 Alaïa, Zip Dress


96 Lucchese, Cowboy Boot


97 Gucci, Silk Shirt


98 Valentino, Fiesta Dress


99 Hermès, Oran Sandal


100 Salvatore Ferragamo, Vara Ballet Flat












Introduction


“The message I would like to send is to buy less but choose well.” 
Vivienne Westwood


Welcome to the heady world of fashion, where anything goes but the enduring classics still rule – and with good reason. To earn a place in The Fashion Classics, a design must be iconic, influential and timeless, but, most importantly, it must be wearable.


Some of the items on these pages are recognized the world over, from the famous Hermès Kelly bag to legendary Levi’s 501 jeans, while others – such as the Donna Karan adaptable bodysuit and Sonja de Lennart flattering Capri pants – have quietly changed what women wear. Some heritage items have a long history: the Burberry trench coat and Saint James Breton top, for example, have their roots in tradition, while others, such as Prada’s Galleria handbag, have entered the fashion hall of fame in more recent years and rapidly gained classic status.


While there is only space for 100 fashion items on these pages, many more exceptional designs and designers exist beyond this list. Designers are influenced by each other and the people they design for, so in some cases the specific item featured here represents a wider adoption of a style, such as the Saint Laurent biker jacket, which brought street style to the catwalk with a nod to Schott Bros’ pioneering jacket of 1928. The items here do not appear in a specific order; rather they are mixed up to reflect the ebb and flow of styles through the decades – great fashion is timeless, after all!





While some of the items will be out of reach for many of us, if your budget doesn’t stretch to Chanel or Burberry, take note from master couturier Christian Dior who advised “simplicity, good taste and grooming are the three fundamentals of good dressing and these do not cost money.” Finding your own classics – those beautifully crafted items that will last season after season – without blowing the budget, is the key to developing and defining your own unique style. Investing in well-made pieces designed to last and transcend trends, while embracing preloved and vintage, is ultimately better for our pockets and the world.


The purpose of this book is to celebrate those iconic items that have changed what we wear, rather than interrogate the environmental or ethical credentials of a piece, but it’s important to remember that as consumers we have the power to choose. Some designers and brands are leading the way by experimenting with innovative materials and production methods, but there is a long way to go before fashion becomes sustainable, and we can vote with our purses. Spending more on less and choosing those items that boost your confidence and transform your wardrobe for the long term could be a great place to start.


I hope you enjoy the fascinating and surprising stories of these iconic examples from modern fashion history, and find inspiration for building a wardrobe of fashion classics that reflect your own inimitable style.
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