
  [image: Cover of SparkNotes Guide to The Power and the Glory by SparkNotes Editors]


  The Power and the Glory


  Graham Greene


  © 2003, 2007 by Spark Publishing


  This Spark Publishing edition 2014 by SparkNotes LLC, an Affiliate of Barnes & Noble


  All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (including electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission from the publisher.


  Sparknotes is a registered trademark of SparkNotes LLC


  Spark Publishing

  A Division of Barnes & Noble

  120 Fifth Avenue

  New York, NY 10011

  www.sparknotes.com /


  ISBN-13: 978-1-4114-7716-2


  Please submit changes or report errors to www.sparknotes.com.


  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


  Contents


  



  Context


  Plot Overview


  Character List


  Character Analysis


  Themes, Motifs and Symbols


  Part I: Chapter One


  Part I: Chapter Two


  Part I: Chapter Three


  Part I: Chapter Four


  Part II: Chapter One


  Part II: Chapter Two


  Part II: Chapter Three


  Part II: Chapter Four


  Part III: Chapter One


  Part III: Chapters Two-Three


  Part III: Chapter Four


  Part IV


  Important Quotations Explained


  Key Facts


  Study Questions and Suggested Essay Topics


  Review & Resources


  Context


  Henry Graham Greene was born on October 2, 1904 in Berkhamsted, England. He had a difficult childhood, and he attempted suicide on a number of occasions. His therapist suggested that he look to writing as a way to deal with his troubled emotions. At Balliol College, Oxford, he studied modern history, worked as the editor for a campus newspaper and lived a somewhat dissolute lifestyle. After graduation he went to work at The Nottingham Journal, and met his future wife, Vivien Dayrell-Browning. She would be instrumental in his conversion to Catholicism, which took place in February of 1926. Although it is said that initially he only converted in order to win the affection of Vivien, he eventually became very deeply and seriously interested in his adopted religion.


  After publishing The Man Within, which was a critical and commercial success, he began writing full time. But his next novels, The Name of Action and Rumour at Night met with failure. Stamboul Train was a commercial success and later became a film. Greene tried his hand at screenwriting, his most well known foray into that medium being the screenplay for the Orson Welles' film, The Third Man, which won first prize at the Cannes Film Festival in 1949. During the 1930's, he also wrote film reviews, becoming one of the most highly esteemed film critics of his day. His travels in Mexico in 1938 and his shock at the religious persecution he witnessed there provided the material for The Lawless Roads (1939) and The Power and the Glory (1939). The latter novel was a great critical success, winning The Hawthorn Den award, while earning the fury of the Vatican. Catholic bishops and cardinals who read the book thought it focused too much of its attention on the wretchedness of human beings and painted too negative a picture of the priesthood.


  The advent of World War II led to his wife evacuating with his two children to Crowborough and Oxford, and his taking a position with the Ministry of Information and the Air Raid Precautions Squad. In 1939 he published The Confidential Agent and he also wrote children's stories, which were published after the war ended. His novel The Heart of the Matter is based on his experiences in Sierra Leone during the war, where he went to work for the Secret Intelligence Service in 1941. He returned to London in 1943, and worked for Counter Intelligence and left the Service in 1944.


  Throughout his life, Greene often visited places of conflict, including Vietnam, Kenya, Poland, Cuba and Haiti, and mined them for material for his novels. His novel The Quiet American (1955) is about American involvement in Indochina, Our Man In Havana (1958) is based on his travels in Cuba, The Comedian (1966) deals with a repressive regime in Haiti, The Honorary Consul (1973) is set in Paraguay and The Human Factor (1978) in South Africa. His interest in Central American politics led to his becoming acquainted with figures such as Fidel Castro and Manuel Noriega, and he became a critic of the United States and of Ronald Reagan in particular. Graham Greene died in Switzerland in 1991.


  Plot Overview


  At the beginning of the novel, the priest is waiting for a boat that will take him out of the capital city. He is on the run from the police because religion has been outlawed in his state and he is the last remaining clergyman. While talking to a man named Mr. Tench, he is summoned to a dying woman's house and misses his boat. He hides out in a barn on the estate of a plantation owner, befriending the owner's daughter. Forced to move on, he heads to a village in which he used to live and work as pastor. There he meets Maria, a woman with whom he has had a brief affair, and Brigida, his illegitimate daughter. He spends the night in the town and wakes before dawn to say mass for the villagers. The lieutenant—a sworn enemy of all r eligion—arrives at the end of mass, leading a group of policemen in search of the priest, and the priest goes out to the town square to face his enemy. No one in the village turns him in, however, and the lieutenant does not realize that he has foun d the man he is looking for. Instead, the lieutenant takes a hostage, whom he says he will execute if he finds that the villagers have been lying to him about the whereabouts of the wanted man.


  The priest heads to the town of Carmen, and on the way he meets a man known simply as the mestizo. Uninvited, the mestizo accompanies the priest on his journey, and it very soon becomes clear that he is an untrustworthy figure, and most likely interes ted in following the priest so that he can turn him in and collect the reward money. The priest finally admits that he is, indeed, a priest. But the mestizo, who has become feverish by the second day of their journey together, does not have the strength t o follow the priest when he veers off course. The priest knows that if he enters Carmen he will surely be captured, and he lets the mestizo ride on towards the town by himself.


  The priest then backtracks to the capital city. He is in disguise, wearing a drill suit, and he tries to procure a bottle of wine so he can say mass. He meets a beggar who takes him to a hotel and introduces him to a man who says he can supply him with th e wine. The man arrives and sells the priest a bottle of wine and a bottle of brandy. But, taking advantage of the priest's offer to share a drink with him, the man proceeds to drink the entire bottle of wine, thwarting the priest's plan. The priest then leaves the hotel but is caught with the bottle of brandy by a state official. After a lengthy chase through the streets of the town, during which the priest unsuccessfully attempts to take refuge at the house of Padre Jose, he is caught and taken to j ail. In jail he speaks with the prisoners, admitting to them that he is a priest. A pious woman, in jail for having religious articles in her home, argues with the priest. The next day, the priest is ordered to clean out the cells and, while doing so, meets the mestizo again. But the mestizo decides not to turn the priest in to the authorities. The priest has another face-to-face encounter with the lieutenant, but again goes unrecognized, and is allowed to go free.


  The priest spends a night at the abandoned estate of the Fellows and then moves on to an abandoned village. He meets an Indian woman whose son has been shot and killed by the gringo, an American outlaw who is also on the run from police. He accompanie s the woman to a burial ground and then leaves her there. Fatigued, and almost completely drained of the will to live, the priest staggers on, eventually coming upon a man named Mr. Lehr who informs him that he is out of danger, having crossed the bor der into a neighboring state where religion is not outlawed.


  After spending a few days at the home of Mr. Lehr, the priest prepares to leave for Las Casas. But before he can depart, the mestizo arrives, informing him that the gringo has been mortally wounded by the police and is asking for someone to come and hear his confession. The priest, aware that he is walking into a trap, finally agrees to accompany the mestizo back across the border. There he meets the gringo, who refuses to repent for his sins and then dies. Then, as expected, the lieutenant arrives and ta kes the priest into custody. The two men have a long conversation about their beliefs and then, when the storm front clears, the lieutenant takes the priest back to the capital city for his trial.


  On the night before the priest is to be executed, the lieutenant goes to the home of Padre Jose to see if he will come and hear the confession of the captured priest. Padre Jose refuses and the lieutenant returns to the police station with a bottle of bra ndy for the priest. That night, the priest tries to repent for his sins, but finds he cannot. He wakes up the next morning afraid of the impending execution.


  The next day, Mr. Tench watches the execution from the window of the jefe's office. Later that night the boy hears about what happened to the priest and realizes that the man is a martyr and a hero. He dreams about him that night, and wakes up to the sound of knocking at the door. Opening the door, he finds a man seeking shelter, and when the boy learns that the man is a priest, he swings the door wide open to let him in.


  Character List


  
    The Priest - Unnamed for the entirety of the novel, the priest or "the whiskey priest" as he sometimes refers to himself, is the protagonist and the character upon whom the novel's most important moral questions center. He spends the majority of the novel on the run from the police, friendless and homeless and searching for some sense of purpose in his life. His decadent, indulgent life as a parish priest takes place before the novel begins, but it is present in his thoughts throughout the novel as a source of deep humiliation. He spends the novel pursued by the police who believe the Church exploits the poor, and tormented by his own sense of guilt. He meets his daughter, the product of a secret affair with one of his parishioners, and finds that his love for her makes it impossible for him to repent the sin of conceiving her. He often chastises himself for impulses and reactions that are very normal and very human.

  


  
    The Lieutenant - A believer in the law, a staunch opponent of the Catholic Church, and the priest's pursuer. The lieutenant's hatred of the Church stems from a traumatic event in his childhood, and it is a memory he wishes to eradicate along with all vestiges of religion. He lives a modest, almost monastic life, uninterested in any kind of sensual pleasure and desiring only the attainment of his goals. His "dapper", well-kept appearance stands in striking contrast to the confusion and grime that surround him. The ruthless tactics he employs in his pursuit of the priest seem to contradict his left-wing political and social ideals. But his conversations with the priest and a few of his more generous gestures at the novel's close indicate that he is a conflicted person, capable of empathy and perhaps even change.

  


  
    The Mestizo - A person the priest meets about halfway through his journey and who continues to reappear throughout the last half of the novel. The mestizo is from the very beginning an untrustworthy character who seems intent on betraying the priest. Impoverished, occasionally delirious and always calculating, the mestizo sees in the outlawed priest an opportunity to make money. His yellow eyes and fangs are noteworthy physical features that suggest menace and evil. Like Judas in the story of Christ, the mestizo becomes an unwitting participant, even catalyst, in a story about one man's path to glory.

  


  
    Coral Fellows - Coral is a young American girl whom the priest meets early on in the novel when she discovers him hiding on her family's property. Independent-minded and responsible, she anchors her family emotionally and takes charge of the business when her hapless father neglects it. Although a self-professed atheist since the age of ten, Coral is deeply affected by her brief encounter with the priest, and she, in turn, remains a presence in the priest's mind during his journeys.

  


  
    The boy - A youngster growing up in this violent and impoverished land. The boy listens with skepticism to stories about Juan, a martyred boy. He meets the priest in the beginning of the novel and, by the end, is impressed that the man he encountered has become a martyr for his faith. He represents the human ability to better itself by teaching its youth.

  


  
    Brigida - The priest's illegitimate daughter. Brigida meets with her father briefly during his stay at her village. Mocked because of her ignominious parentage, she is less than thrilled to meet her long-lost father, and their brief exchange is a tense one. The priest worries about how she will fare in the dangerous, cruel world, and fears that her heart has already become hardened by what she has been through.
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