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Introduction

This story was originally published in Motives for Murder, an anthology of crime fiction by current members of The Detection Club to honour Peter Lovesey on his eightieth birthday. Each member wrote a small introduction to their story explaining their relationship to him. Here is Michael Ridpath’s:




	It is hard to believe Peter is now eighty. I have just finished Down Among the Dead Men, published when he was still only seventy-nine. The book features a number of A-level art students. My own daughters have recently emerged from studying art at sixth form, and I am amazed at how well Peter has managed to capture the thought processes and speech patterns of the teenage female artist. The result of six decades of observing, listening and transferring
		real life to paper, no doubt. Perhaps when I am eighty I will be that good? Dream on.




The Super Recogniser of Vík

Michael Ridpath

‘How was London, Árni?’

Magnus looked up as he heard his younger partner’s suitcase trundle into the Violent Crimes Unit.

Árni grinned. ‘Great. A very useful four days.’

‘Did you see the Hotspurs play?’

‘Spurs, Magnus. Spurs. And yes we won, one-nil. Against Manchester City. A great result.’

Magnus grunted. One of the several bits of Icelandic culture he hadn’t yet got to grips with was their love of English soccer teams. He had played football himself, real football, a running back for his high school team back in Massachusetts. He dimly remembered kicking a ball around as a child on his grandparent’s farm on Snaefellsnes, but he had only really got into sport when he had moved to America at the age of twelve. What with one thing and another he had become a cop and joined the Homicide Unit of the Boston Police Department. So, when the National Police Commissioner of Iceland had gone to the States in search of big-city modern police experience to help out with big-city modern police problems in Reykjavík, he had alighted on Magnus as about the only Icelandic-speaking homicide detective in the US.
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