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Germany is blessed with some of Europe’s most spectacular scenery—the jagged Alps, flower-filled meadows, rolling hills of forests and farms, and rivers such as the raging Rhine and elegant Elbe. It has hundreds of castles, some ruined and mysterious; others stout, crenellated, and imposing; and still others right out of a Disney fairy tale.


And of course there are the cultural clichés, kept alive more by tradition-loving Germans than by tourist demand. The country is dotted with idyllic half-timbered villages where you can enjoy strudel at the bakery or sip a stein of beer while men in lederhosen dance with women in drindls. Peruse a wonderland of chocolates, stock up on Hummels and cuckoo clocks, and learn how to polka.


All of these traditions stand at sharp contrast with the Germany of today. Despite its respect for the past, this truly is a 21st-century country. At the forefront of human progress, Germany is a world of high-tech trains, gleaming cities, social efficiency, and first-class museums celebrating many of history’s greatest cultural achievements. Germany was a founding member of the European Union and continues to lead the way in creating a healthy Europe for the future.


With medieval castles, speedy autobahns, old-time beer halls, gleaming skyscrapers, and the best wurst, this young country with a long past continues to make history.


THE BEST OF GERMANY


In this selective book, I recommend Germany’s top destinations—a mix of the most interesting cities and intimate villages, from powerhouse Berlin to sleepy Bacharach. A focused 14-day trip highlights lively Munich, musical Salzburg (just across the Austrian border from Munich, it’s too convenient to pass up, even in a book about Germany), the castle-studded countryside of Bavaria, the medieval walled town of Rothenburg, quaint villages along the mighty Rhine, and the fascinating, ever-changing capital, Berlin.


Beyond these top destinations, I cover the Best of the Rest—great destinations that don’t quite make my top cut, but are worth seeing if you have more time or specific interests: Würzburg, Nürnberg, Frankfurt, Baden-Baden, Dresden, and Hamburg.


To help you link the best destinations, I’ve designed a two-week itinerary (see here), with tips to help you tailor it to your interests and time.
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THE BEST OF MUNICH


Lively, livable Munich has a compact, pedestrian-friendly core that welcomes strolling. The city is awash in convivial beer halls, beautiful gardens, stately churches, fancy pastry shops, and fine art museums. The crown jewels at the Residenz and the oompah bands at beer halls remind visitors that Munich has long been equally at ease hosting royalty and commoners alike.










THE BEST OF MUNICH
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The towering New Town Hall presides over Munich’s main square, Marienplatz.







THE BEST OF MUNICH
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The Viktualienmarkt, a fun open-air market with cheap eateries, sports a Bavarian maypole.







THE BEST OF MUNICH
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A guide proudly introduces visitors to the palatial Residenz, home to Bavarian royalty for centuries.







THE BEST OF MUNICH
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At beer halls, oompah bands play “Roll Out the Barrel!” to crank up the fun.







THE BEST OF MUNICH
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The Chinese Tower in the English Garden is a landmark near a popular beer garden.







THE BEST OF MUNICH
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Ride the rapids at the south end of the English Garden, where the surf’s always up.







THE BEST OF MUNICH
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Time to order another! Prost!







THE BEST OF MUNICH
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A statue of Mary and an ornate glockenspiel (with daily shows) overlook Marienplatz—Mary’s Place.









THE BEST OF SALZBURG


Just across the German border in Austria, Salzburg offers Mozart concerts, Baroque churches, winding cobbled lanes, and The Sound of Music. Capped by a sturdy fortress overlooking its charming old town, Salzburg is ringed by hills that are ideal for hiking or lingering at view cafés. At night, there’s always music playing with a beautiful, floodlit backdrop.


Salzburg’s charisma and proximity to Munich make it irresistible to tuck into a Germany trip.










THE BEST OF SALZBURG
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Salzburg’s compact Old Town is an inviting maze for visitors to explore on foot.







THE BEST OF SALZBURG
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The New Residenz, where prince-archbishops once partied, hosts a glockenspiel and museums today.







THE BEST OF SALZBURG
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The Mirabell Gardens anchor a soaring view of Salzburg’s old-town spires and hill-capping fortress.







THE BEST OF SALZBURG
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Walk or bike along the Salzach River, or just admire the city view from the bridge.







THE BEST OF SALZBURG
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Grave sites are lovingly tended at St. Peter’s Cemetery.







THE BEST OF SALZBURG
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Fountains add a splash of artistry in this lively city, brimming with music and culture.







THE BEST OF SALZBURG
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Festooned with old-time signs, the street called Getreidegasse entices shoppers and photographers.









THE BEST OF BAVARIA


This alps-strewn region boasts fairy-tale castles, lovely churches, thrilling luge runs, and cozy villages such as Füssen (a handy home base) and adorable Oberammergau. Straddling the border with Austria, the towering Zugspitze offers mountain thrills, with high-altitude lifts, trails, and view cafés.










THE BEST OF BAVARIA
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Growing up in Hohenschwangau Castle inspired “Mad” King Ludwig to build castles of his own.







THE BEST OF BAVARIA
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The ceiling of the Wieskirche opens up to the artist’s view of heaven.







THE BEST OF BAVARIA
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Visitors admire Linderhof Castle, “Mad” King Ludwig’s smallest, most intimate home.







THE BEST OF BAVARIA
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Bavaria’s Lüftlmalarei—colorful painted scenes on houses—raise the bar for house painters everywhere.







THE BEST OF BAVARIA
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To avoid long lines, order timed tickets to tour Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau Castles.







THE BEST OF BAVARIA
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Swooping downhill on a luge: Wheee!







THE BEST OF BAVARIA
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Füssen makes a cozy home base for visiting nearby castles and sights.







THE BEST OF BAVARIA
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The stunning Neuschwanstein Castle is King Ludwig’s masterpiece and swan song.









THE BEST OF ROTHENBURG AND THE ROMANTIC ROAD


Photogenic Rothenburg, encircled by a medieval wall, has half-timbered buildings and cobbled lanes lined with tempting bakeries, pubs, shops, and museums. It’s my favorite stop on the Romantic Road, a route linking cute towns and divinely beautiful churches in the serene, green countryside.










THE BEST OF ROTHENBURG AND THE ROMANTIC ROAD
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Vineyards and forests blanket the hill topped by Rothenburg, Germany’s best walled town.







THE BEST OF ROTHENBURG AND THE ROMANTIC ROAD
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Half-timbered buildings, arches, and towers add up to the picturesque charm of Rothenburg.







THE BEST OF ROTHENBURG AND THE ROMANTIC ROAD
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Rothenburg’s main square is always the place to be.







THE BEST OF ROTHENBURG AND THE ROMANTIC ROAD
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In this Middle Ages altarpiece, the master wood-carver, Tilman Riemenschneider, brought wood to life.







THE BEST OF ROTHENBURG AND THE ROMANTIC ROAD
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Walk the narrow, roofed wall of Rothenburg early or late for maximum medievalism.







THE BEST OF ROTHENBURG AND THE ROMANTIC ROAD
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If you go for Baroque, visit the gardens of Weikersheim Palace, along the Romantic Road.









THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY


The mighty Rhine River is steeped in legend, where storybook villages (including the quaint home-base towns Bacharach and St. Goar) cluster under imposing castles. Tour the Rhine by boat, train, or bike, passing vineyard-draped hillsides, vintage castles, slow barges, and the massive cliff of the Loreley along the way.










THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY


[image: image]


Costumed soldiers evoke feudal times, when lords and robber barons vied for control of the Rhine.







THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY
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The village of Bacharach, nestled on the Rhine, is delightful to stroll.







THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY


[image: image]


Ferries cruise up and down the Rhine, taking passengers on a joy ride.







THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY
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Visitors can clamber up and down the ruins of Rheinfels Castle, enjoying Rhine views.







THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY
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Cologne’s grand Gothic cathedral is impressive day or night.







THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY
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The Rhine Valley produces fine wine, offered in tastings at wine bars.







THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY
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Castles have built-in chapels, ranging from plain stone to decorative, with fine stained glass.







THE BEST OF THE RHINE VALLEY
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Burg Eltz, in the Mosel Valley, wins Europe’s best furnished castle award.









THE BEST OF BERLIN


The most happening place in Germany—from its avant-garde architecture to its vibrant nightlife—is Berlin. Germany’s capital also features evocative monuments and memories of the Wall that once divided the city and country. The modern dome topping the old Reichstag exemplifies how the city has melded its complicated past with its exciting future.










THE BEST OF BERLIN
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Along the Spree River, crowds come out with the sun.







THE BEST OF BERLIN
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Dating from 575 B.C., the Ishtar Gate (detail shown) from Babylon graces the Pergamon Museum.







THE BEST OF BERLIN
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Sunset highlights the dome topping the Reichstag, Germany’s historic parliament building.







THE BEST OF BERLIN
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Berlin’s stocky cathedral is just over a century old, built under the reign of Kaiser Wilhelm.







THE BEST OF BERLIN
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The Brandenburg Gate, once separating East and West Berlin, is now a powerful symbol of freedom.







THE BEST OF BERLIN
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Segments of the former Berlin Wall are decorated with graffiti.







THE BEST OF BERLIN
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The Hackescher Markt neighborhood is appealing to explore day or night.







THE BEST OF BERLIN
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The quirky little green man on the stoplight is a nostalgic reminder of communism.









THE BEST OF THE REST


With extra time, splice any of these destinations into your trip. Nürnberg’s Old Town invites browsers while its Nazi sites fascinate historians. Walkable Würzburg has a palace fit for a prince-bishop, while Baden-Baden’s baths are just right for spa lovers. Amid a forest of skyscrapers, Frankfurt has a delightful old-time square and popular riverfront park. Dresden’s art museums and rebuilt church are worth the trip. Germany’s largest port, Hamburg, offers a harbor tour that shows off the city’s stunning new architecture.










THE BEST OF THE REST
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Hamburg, Germany’s most important port, has a huge harbor that even landlubbers enjoy touring.







THE BEST OF THE REST
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In Dresden, a cyclist joins the Parade of Nobles, a mural made with 24,000 porcelain tiles.







THE BEST OF THE REST
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In Baden-Baden, it’s fun to make waves at the Baths of Caracalla.







THE BEST OF THE REST
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Nürnberg, largely rebuilt after World War II, has a sweet Old Town but powerful Nazi sites.







THE BEST OF THE REST
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Modern Frankfurt has skyscraping towers and down-to-earth parks.







THE BEST OF THE REST
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Guarding Dresden’s treasures







THE BEST OF THE REST
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The Residenz Palace is just one reason to visit Würzburg, popular for its characteristic wine bars.






TRAVEL SMART



Approach Germany like a veteran traveler, even if it’s your first trip. Design your itinerary, get a handle on your budget, line up your documents, and follow my travel strategies on the road.


Designing an Itinerary


Choose your top destinations. My itinerary (on here) gives you an idea of how much you can reasonably see in 14 days, but you can adapt it to fit your timeframe and choice of destinations.


Fun-loving Munich is a must for anyone, with its engaging mix of beer gardens and world-class art. If castles spark your imagination, linger in Bavaria and on the Rhine. Historians appreciate Nürnberg, Dresden, and Berlin. For music and Mozart, settle in Salzburg (Austria). If you like medieval walled towns, make tracks for Rothenburg. To feel the pulse of 21st-century Germany, head to Berlin. Hedonists luxuriate in the baths at Baden-Baden. Hikers love to go a’wandering in Bavaria, and photographers want to go everywhere.




[image: image] Rick Steves Audio Europe


My free Rick Steves Audio Europe app makes it easy for you to download my audio tours of many of Europe’s top attractions. For this book, my audio tours cover a tour by boat or train along the Rhine, and neighborhood walks in Munich, Salzburg, Rothenburg, and Berlin. Sights covered by my audio tours are marked with this symbol: [image: image]. The app also offers a far-reaching library of insightful travel interviews from my public radio show with experts from around the globe—including many of the places in this book.


[image: image]


The Rick Steves Audio Europe app and all of its content are free. You can download it via Apple’s App Store, Google Play, or the Amazon Appstore. For more info, see www.ricksteves.com/audioeurope.





Decide when to go. Peak season (roughly May through September) offers the best weather, long days (light until after 21:00), and the busiest schedule of tourist fun. Late spring and fall generally have decent weather and lighter crowds. Winter can be cold and dreary, but Germany’s famous Christmas markets brighten main squares from late November until Christmas.


Connect the dots. Link your destinations into a logical route. Determine which cities in Europe you’ll fly into and out of. Decide if you’ll be traveling by car, public transportation, or a combination. Trains connect big cities easily and frequently. Regions that are ideal to explore by car—for example, Bavaria or the Romantic Road—usually have options for nondrivers, such as tours, buses, or taxis. A car is useless in cities (park it).


Fine-tune your itinerary. Figure out how many destinations you can comfortably fit in the time you have. Don’t overdo it—few travelers wish they’d hurried more. Allow sufficient days per destination. Check if any holidays or festivals will fall during your trip—these attract crowds and can close sights (for the latest, visit Germany’s national tourism website, www.cometogermany.com).


Even if you’re flying into Frankfurt, you don’t need to begin your trip there (the airport has its own train station). For a gentler small-town start, you could try Bacharach on the Rhine (1 hour by train) or Rothenburg (easier by car, 2 hours).


For detailed suggestions on how to spend your time, I’ve included day plans for destinations in the chapters that follow.




Average Daily Expenses Per Person: $150






	Cost

	Category

	Notes






	$45

	Meals

	$15 for lunch, $5 for snacks, $25 for dinner with drinks






	$70

	Lodging

	Based on two people splitting the cost of a $140 double room that includes breakfast (solo travelers pay about $100 per room)






	$30

	Sights and Entertainment

	Figure $10-18 per major sight, $5-7 for minor ones, and $25-50 for splurges (tours, shows, cruises). Allow an average of $30 per day.






	$5

	City Transit

	Buses, S-Bahn, or U-Bahn






	$150

	Total

	Allow a little more for big cities










Balance intense and relaxed days. After a day of hectic sightseeing, plan for some downtime. Follow up the bigger cities with laid-back towns. Minimize one-night stands to maximize rootedness; it’s worth taking a drive (or train ride) after dinner to get settled in a town for two nights. Staying in a home base (such as Munich) and making day trips can be more time-efficient than changing locations and hotels.


Give yourself some slack. Every trip—and every traveler—needs slack time (laundry, picnics, people-watching, and so on). Many travelers greatly underestimate this. You can’t see it all, so pace yourself. Assume you will return.


Ready, set... You’ve designed the perfect itinerary for the trip of a lifetime.


Trip Costs per Person


Run a reality check on your dream trip. You’ll have major transportation costs in addition to daily expenses.


Airfare: Frankfurt has the most convenient, cheapest flights from the US, though Munich is affordable and makes a better starting point. A basic round-trip flight from the US to Germany can cost about $1,000 to $2,000 total, depending on where you fly from and when (cheaper in winter). Save time in Europe by flying into one city and out of another (e.g., into Munich and out of Berlin). Begin your search for transatlantic flights at Kayak.com.


Car Rental: Figure on paying about $250 per week, not including tolls, gas, parking, and insurance. Rentals are cheapest if arranged from the US. Note that many cities—including Munich and Berlin—require drivers to buy a special sticker (Umweltplakette) to drive in the city center.


[image: image]


Public Transportation: If you’re following my two-week itinerary, allow $350 per person; it’d be worthwhile to buy a German Flexipass with five train days (to use for longer trips between major destinations) and purchase point-to-point tickets for short, cheap, regional trips (e.g., between villages on the Rhine). German rail passes are sold at most train stations in Germany.
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This unforgettable trip will show you the very best Germany has to offer, with a little help from Austria.






	DAY

	PLAN

	SLEEP IN






	 

	Arrive in Munich

	Munich






	1

	Sightsee Munich

	Munich






	2

	Munich, half-day trip to Dachau in morning

	Munich






	3

	Munich, late afternoon to Salzburg (1.5 hours by train)

	Salzburg






	4

	Salzburg

	Salzburg






	5

	Leave early for Bavaria (4 hours by train). Visit Neuschwanstein Castle (make reservations for later in the day or tomorrow morning)

	Füssen






	6

	Choose among these Bavarian sights (easiest by car): Wieskirche, Linderhof Castle, Oberammergau, Zugspitze

	Füssen






	7

	Travel to Rothenburg (5 hours by train)

	Rothenburg






	8

	Rothenburg

	Rothenburg






	9

	To Bacharach (4.5 hours by train)

	Bacharach






	10

	Rhine cruise to St. Goar, take the train back

	Bacharach






	11

	Travel to Berlin (5.5 hours by train)

	Berlin






	12

	Berlin

	Berlin






	13

	Berlin

	Berlin






	14

	Berlin

	Berlin






	 

	Fly home

	 







[image: Image]


This trip can work by train or car, or a combination: Use trains to connect major cities, then rent a car to explore the countryside.


For example, you could rent a car in Füssen on the morning of Day 6, explore Bavaria, drive the Romantic Road to Rothenburg, then visit the Rhine (including Burg Eltz on the Mosel); you could drop the car in Frankfurt (or in Cologne to see its cathedral) on the morning of Day 11, then take the train to Berlin.


Here are other options: You could stay longer in Munich, using it as a home base for day trips to Bavaria (by bus tour or public transit) and to Salzburg (by train). Or you could fly into Salzburg, start your trip there, then continue to Munich, then Bavaria, Rothenburg, the Rhine, and Berlin.





If you rent a car for part of the trip, you likely wouldn’t need a rail pass. You could pay ahead of time for the one long train trip you’ll need (Rhine to Berlin), to take advantage of the advance-purchase discount (order online through Deutsche Bahn at www.bahn.com). Also consider Germany’s various rail deals (see here).


To cover long distances, don’t hesitate to consider flying, as budget airlines can be cheaper than taking the train; check Skyscanner.com for intra-European flights.


Budget Tips: It’s easy to cut your daily costs to $100 per day, particularly outside of the big cities. Cultivate the art of picnicking, stay in hostels or basic hotels, and see only the sights you most want to see. When you splurge, save it for an experience you’ll always remember (such as taking an alpine lift or conducting the beer-hall band). Minimize souvenir shopping—how will you get it all home? Focus instead on collecting lifelong memories.


Travel Strategies on the Road


Be your own tour guide. As you travel, get up-to-date info on sights, reserve tickets and tours, reconfirm hotels and travel arrangements, and check transit connections. Upon arrival in a new town, lay the groundwork for a smooth departure; confirm the train, bus, or road you’ll take when you leave. You can find out the latest by checking with tourist-information offices (TIs) and your hoteliers, and doing research on your own by phone or online.


Splurge for knowledge. Your appreciation of a city or region and its history can increase dramatically if you join a walking tour in any big city or even hire a private guide. If you want to learn more about any aspect of Germany, you’re in the right place with experts happy to teach you.


Take advantage of deals. You’ll find deals throughout Germany (and mentioned in this book). City transit passes (for multiple rides or all-day use) lessen your cost per ride. To take the financial bite out of sightseeing, consider combo-tickets and sightseeing passes (such as Museum Pass Berlin) that cover multiple museums.




[image: image]


Join a walking tour to learn from a local expert.







Before You Go


[image: image] Make sure your passport is valid. If it’s due to expire within six months of your ticketed date of return, renew it. Allow up to six weeks to get or renew a passport (www.travel.state.gov).


[image: image] Book rooms well in advance, especially if your trip falls during peak season (May-Sept) or any major holidays or festivals, such as Oktoberfest in Munich. For tips on making hotel reservations, see here.


[image: image] Make reservations for major sights: To avoid peak-season lines at Neuschwanstein Castle, reserve tickets ahead online (www.ticket-center-hohen-schwangau.de). For a Munich BMW factory tour, sign up by phone a couple of months in advance (www.bmw-werk-muenchen.de). To visit the Reichstag dome in Berlin, reserve a free entry slot online a week or two in advance (www.budestag.de). Tickets for the music-packed Salzburg Festival go fast (runs late July through Aug, www.salzburgfestival.at).


[image: image] Arrange your transportation. Rent a car, or get a rail pass, or order train tickets for longer trips to get advance-purchase discounts. (Or you can wing it in Europe, but it may cost more.)


[image: image] Consider travel insurance. Compare the cost of the insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Check whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas. For tips, see www.ricksteves.com/insurance.


[image: image] Call your bank. Alert your bank that you’ll be using your debit and credit cards in Europe; also ask about transaction fees, and get the PIN number for your credit card (see here). You won’t need to bring along euros for your trip—instead, withdraw currency from cash machines in Europe.


[image: image] Bringing your phone? Consider an international plan to reduce the cost of calls, texts, and data (or rely on Wi-Fi). See here for different ways to stay connected in Europe.


[image: image] Download apps to your mobile device to use on the road, such as maps, transit schedules, and my free Rick Steves Audio Europe app (which has audio tours of Munich, Salzburg, Rothenburg, the Rhine, and Berlin).


[image: image] Watt’s up? Bring an electrical adapter with two round rectangular prongs (sold at travel stores in the US) to plug into Germany’s outlets. You won’t need a convertor because newer electronics—such as tablets, laptops, and battery chargers—are dual voltage and convert automatically to Europe’s 220-volt system. Don’t bring an old hair dryer or curler; buy a cheapie in Europe.


[image: image] Pack light. You’ll walk with your luggage far more than you think (see packing list on here).


[image: image] Refer to the Practicalities chapter, where you’ll find everything you need to know to travel smoothly in Germany.


[image: image] Get updates to this book at www.ricksteves.com/update.





Outsmart thieves. Although theft isn’t a major problem outside of the big cities, it’s always smart to wear a money belt. Tuck it under your clothes, and keep your cash, credit cards, and passport secure inside it. Carry only a day’s spending money in your front pocket. In case of loss or theft, see here.


Be proactive to minimize the effects of potential loss: Keep your expensive gear to a minimum. Bring photocopies of important documents (passport and cards) to aid in replacement if they’re lost or stolen. While traveling, back up your digital photos and files frequently.


Guard your time, energy, and trip. Taking a taxi can be a good value if it saves you a long wait for a cheap bus or an exhausting walk across town. To avoid long lines, take advantage of the crowd-beating tips in this book, such as visiting sights early or late, or reserving tickets in advance when possible. When problems arise (e.g., miscommunication, a confusing restaurant bill, or a noisy hotel room), keep things in perspective. You’re on vacation...and you’re in Germany!


Connect with the culture. Enjoy the friendliness of the German people. Ask questions—many locals are as interested in you as you are in them. Slow down, step out of your comfort zone, and be open to unexpected experiences. When an interesting opportunity pops up, say “ja.”


Happy travels! Gute Reise!
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Key to This Book


Updates


This book is updated regularly—but things change. For the latest, visit www.ricksteves.com/update.


Abbreviations and Times


I use the following symbols and abbreviations in this book:


Sights are rated:






	▲▲▲

	Don’t miss






	▲▲

	Try hard to see






	▲

	Worthwhile if you can make it






	No rating

	Worth knowing about







Tourist information offices are abbreviated as TI, and bathrooms are WCs. To categorize accommodations, I use a Sleep Code (described on here).


Like Europe, this book uses the 24-hour clock. It’s the same through 12:00 noon, and then keeps going: 13:00, 14:00, and so on. For anything over 12, subtract 12 and add p.m. (14:00 is 2:00 p.m.).


When giving opening times, I include both peak season and off-season hours if they differ. So, if a museum is listed as “May-Oct daily 9:00-16:00,” it should be open from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. from the first day of May until the last day of October (but expect exceptions).


For transit or tour departures, I first list the frequency, then the duration. So, a train connection listed as “2/hour, 1.5 hours” departs twice each hour, and the journey lasts an hour and a half.
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Munich at a Glance


MUNICH IN 3 DAYS


ORIENTATION


Tourist Information


Tours


Map: Munich


Helpful Hints


MUNICH CITY WALK


[image: Image] Self-Guided Walk


Map: Munich City Walk


SIGHTS


EXPERIENCES


Oktoberfest


Shopping


Nightlife


EATING


Beer Halls and Gardens


Restaurants


Map: Munich Restaurants


Picnics


SLEEPING


Near the Train Station


Map: Munich Hotels


In the Old Center


TRANSPORTATION


Getting Around Munich


Map: Munich Transportation


Arriving and Departing


NEAR MUNICH: DACHAU MEMORIAL


Map: Near Munich
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Map: Dachau


Munich (“München” in German) is one of Germany’s most historic, artistic, and entertaining cities. Until 1871, it was the capital of an independent Bavaria. Its imperial palaces and grand boulevards constantly remind visitors that Munich has long been a political and cultural powerhouse.


Walking through Munich, you’ll understand why it is consistently voted one of Germany’s most livable cities. It’s safe, clean, cultured, built on a human scale, and close to the beauties of nature. Though Munich is a major metropolis, its low-key atmosphere has led Germans to dub it “Millionendorf”—the “village of a million people.”


Orient yourself in Munich’s old center, with its colorful pedestrian zones. Immerse yourself in the city’s art and history—crown jewels, Baroque theater, royal palaces, great paintings, and beautiful parks. Spend time in a frothy beer hall or outdoor Biergarten, prying big pretzels from no-nonsense beer maids amidst an oompah atmosphere.


MUNICH IN 3 DAYS


Day 1: Follow the “Munich City Walk” laid out in this chapter, visiting sights along the way. After lunch, tour the Residenz.


On any evening: Try a beer hall one night and a beer garden on another. Stroll through Marienplatz and the core pedestrian streets. Have a dinner picnic at the English Garden.


Day 2: Visit the Dachau Memorial in the morning. Later, if the weather’s fine, rent a bike to enjoy the English Garden. Or tour the top art museum, the Alte Pinakothek.


Day 3: Take your pick of these fine sights: Egyptian Museum, Deutsches Museum, Neue Pinakothek, Munich City Museum, and—away from the center—the Nymphenburg Palace and BMW-Welt and Museum.


With extra time: Day-trip options include a day-long bus tour to see “Mad” King Ludwig’s Castles (covered in the Bavaria chapter) or even a visit to Salzburg (1.5 hours one-way by train).


ORIENTATION


The tourist’s Munich is circled by a ring road (site of the old town wall) marked by four old gates: Karlstor (near the main train station—the Hauptbahnhof), Sendlinger Tor, Isartor (near the river), and Odeonsplatz (no surviving gate, near the palace). Marienplatz marks the city’s center. A great pedestrian-only zone (Kaufingerstrasse and Neuhauser Strasse) cuts this circle in half, running neatly from the Karlstor and the train station through Marienplatz to the Isartor. Orient yourself along this east-west axis. Ninety percent of the sights and hotels I recommend are within a 20-minute walk of Marienplatz and each other.


Tourist Information


Munich has two helpful city-run TIs (www.muenchen.de). One is in front of the main train station (Mon-Sat 9:00-20:00, Sun 10:00-18:00, with your back to the tracks, walk through the central hall, step outside, and turn right). The other TI is on Munich’s main square, Marienplatz, below the glockenspiel (Mon-Fri 9:00-19:00, Sat 9:00-16:00, Sun 10:00-14:00).


Private Munich Ticket offices inside the TIs sell concert and event tickets (www.muenchenticket.de). The free magazine In München lists all movies and entertainment in town (in German, organized by date).


At counter #1 in the train station’s main Reisezentrum (travel center, opposite track 21), the hardworking, eager-to-help EurAide desk is a godsend for Eurailers and budget travelers. Paid by the German rail company to help you design your train travels (including day trips), EurAide makes reservations and sells train tickets, couchettes, and sleepers for the same price you’d pay at the other counters (open May-Oct Mon-Fri 8:30-20:00, Sat 8:30-14:00, closed Sun; off-season Mon-Fri 10:00-19:00, closed Sat-Sun and Jan-Feb, www.euraide.com). As EurAide helps about 500 visitors per day in the summer, a line can build up; do your homework and have a list of questions ready.


Tours


Munich’s two largest tour companies, Radius Tours and Munich Walk, run comparable tours in Munich as well as day trips to Dachau, Neuschwanstein Castle, and other places. Both offer discounts to Rick Steves readers.


Munich Walk uses Marienplatz as its meeting point (tel. 089/2423-1767, www.munichwalktours.de). Consider a walking tour (€12-15, daily year-round, 2-2.5 hours), “Beer and Brewery” tour (€28, May-mid-Sept on Mon, Wed, and Fri-Sat at 18:15, fewer tours off-season, 3.5 hours), Bavarian food-tasting tour with lunch at Viktualienmarkt (€24 includes food), or bike tour (€25, April-Oct Sat-Sun only).


Radius Tours has a convenient office and meeting point in the main train station, in front of track 32 (tel. 089/543-487-7730, www.radiustours.com). Consider a walking tour (€13-15, daily at 10:00, 2-2.5 hours), “Bavarian Beer and Food” tour with samples and a visit to the Beer and Oktoberfest Museum (€30, April-mid-Oct Mon-Sat 18:00, 3.5 hours, reserve well in advance), or a 3.5-hour bike tour (€25, April-mid-Oct daily at 10:00).


Gray Line Tours has hop-on, hop-off city bus tours that leave from in front of the Karstadt department store at Bahnhofplatz, directly across from the train station (buses run 9:40-18:00). Choose the basic, 1-hour “Express Circle,” or the more extensive 2.5-hour “Grand Circle,” which includes Nymphenburg Palace and BMW-Welt and Museum and is an efficient way to see both. Just show up and pay the driver (€17 Express tour—valid all day, €22 Grand tour—valid 24 hours, daily in season, tel. 089/5490-7560, www.sightseeing-munich.com).




Rick’s Tip: If you’re interested in a Gray Line bus tour of the city or to nearby castles, get discounted tickets at EurAide (cash only). They also sell Munich Walk tour tickets.





While you can do many day trips from Munich on your own by train, going as part of an organized group can be convenient. All-day tours to Neuschwanstein are offered by Radius, using public transit (€42, €35 with rail pass, does not include castle admission; daily April-Dec; Jan-March tours run Mon, Wed, and Fri-Sun; reserve ahead, www.radiustours.com), and by Gray Line Tours via private bus (€51, does not include castle admission, daily all year, www.sightseeing-munich.com). Although they’re a little more expensive, I prefer the guided private bus tours because you’re guaranteed a seat (public transportation in summer is routinely standing-room only).
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In the Center


▲▲Marienplatz Munich’s main square, at the heart of a lively pedestrian zone, watched over by New Town Hall and its glockenspiel show. Hours: Always open; glockenspiel jousts daily at 11:00 and 12:00, plus 17:00 May-Oct. See here.


▲▲Viktualienmarkt Munich’s “small-town” open-air market, perfect for a quick snack or meal. Hours: Closed Sun; beer garden open daily 10:00-22:00 (weather permitting). See here.


▲▲Hofbräuhaus World-famous beer hall, worth a visit even if you’re not chugging. Hours: Daily 9:00-23:30. See here.


▲▲Residenz Complex Elegant palace awash in Bavarian opulence. Complex includes the Residenz Museum (private apartments), Residenz Treasury (housing royal crowns and knickknacks), and the impressive, heavily restored Cuvilliés Theater. Hours: Museum and treasury—daily April-mid-Oct 9:00-18:00, mid-Oct-March 10:00-17:00; theater keeps shorter hours. See here.


▲▲Alte Pinakothek Bavaria’s best painting gallery, with a wonderful collection of European masters from the 14th through 19th century. Hours: Tue 10:00-20:00, Wed-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon. See here.


▲▲Egyptian Museum Easy-to-enjoy collection of ancient Egyptian treasures. Hours: Tue 10:00-20:00, Wed-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon. See here.


▲Asam Church Small church dripping with Baroque. Hours: Sat-Thu 9:00-18:00, Fri 13:00-18:00. See here.
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▲Munich City Museum The city’s history in five floors. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon. See here.


▲Neue Pinakothek The Alte’s twin sister, with paintings from 1800 to 1920. Hours: Wed 10:00-20:00, Thu-Mon 10:00-18:00, closed Tue. See here.


▲English Garden The largest city park on the Continent, packed with locals, tourists, surfers, and nude sunbathers. (On a bike, I’d rate this ▲▲.) Hours: Always open. See here.


▲Deutsches Museum Germany’s version of our Smithsonian Institution, with 10 miles of science and technology exhibits. Hours: Daily 9:00-17:00. See here.


Outside the City Center


▲▲Nymphenburg Palace Complex Impressive summer palace, featuring a hunting lodge, coach museum, fine royal porcelain collection, and vast park. Hours: Park—daily 6:00-dusk, palace buildings—daily April-mid-Oct 9:00-18:00, mid-Oct-March 10:00-16:00. See here.


▲▲BMW-Welt and Museum The carmaker’s futuristic museum and floating-cloud showroom, highlighting BMW past, present, and future. Hours: BMW-Welt building—exhibits daily 9:00-18:00; museum—Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon. See here.


▲▲Dachau Memorial Notorious Nazi concentration camp, now a powerful museum and memorial. Hours: Daily 9:00-17:00. See here.





For organized tours to Dachau, see here.


Six people splitting the cost can make a private guide affordable. I’ve had great days with Georg Reichlmayr (€165/3 hours, tel. 08131/86800, mobile 0170-341-6384, www.muenchen-stadtfuehrung.de, info@muenchen-stadtfuehrung.de) and Monika Hank (€120/2 hours, €140/3 hours, tel. 089/311-4819, mobile 0172-547-8123, monika.hank@web.de).




Rick’s Tip: Supposedly “free” walking tours are advertised all over town. Tipping is expected, and the guides actually have to pay the company for each person who takes the tour—so unless you tip more than they owe the company, they don’t make a penny. Expect a sales pitch for the company’s other, paid tours.





Helpful Hints


Museum Tips: Museums closed on Monday include the Alte Pinakothek, Munich City Museum, the BMW Museum, and the Beer and Oktoberfest Museum (also closed Sun). The Neue Pinakothek closes on Tuesday. The art museums are generally open late one night a week.


Taxi: Call 089/21610.


Private Driver: Johann Fayoumi is reliable and speaks English (€70/hour, mobile 0174-183-8473, www.firstclasslimousines.de).


Car Rental: Several car-rental agencies are located upstairs at the train station, opposite track 21 (open daily, hours vary).


MUNICH CITY WALK


With its pedestrian-friendly historic core, big, modern Munich feels like an easygoing Bavarian town. On this self-guided walk, rated ▲▲▲, we’ll start in the central square, see its famous glockenspiel, stroll through a thriving open-air market, and visit historic churches with lavish Baroque decor. We’ll sample chocolates and take a spin through the world’s most famous beer hall.


Length of This Tour: It takes two or three hours to walk through a thousand years of Munich’s history; allow extra time if you want to take a break to tour the museums (details under “Sights”).


[image: image] Download my free Munich City Walk audio tour.
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• Begin at the heart of the old city, with a stroll through...



1 Marienplatz M



Riding the escalator out of the subway into sunlit Marienplatz (mah-REE-en-platz, “Mary’s Square,” rated ▲▲) gives you a fine first look at the glory of Munich: great buildings, outdoor cafés, and people bustling and lingering like the birds and breeze with which they share this square.


The square is both old and new: For a thousand years, it’s been the center of Munich. It was the town’s marketplace and public forum, standing at a crossroads along the Salt Road, which ran between Salzburg and Augsburg.


Lining one entire side of the square is the impressive facade of the New Town Hall (Neues Rathaus), with its soaring 280-foot spire. The structure looks medieval, but it was actually built in the late 1800s (1867-1908). The style is “Neo”-Gothic—pointed arches over the doorways and a roofline bristling with prickly spires. The 40 statues look like medieval saints, but they’re from around 1900, depicting more recent Bavarian kings and nobles. This medieval-looking style was all the rage in the 19th century as Germans were rediscovering their historical roots and uniting as a modern nation.


The New Town Hall is famous for its glockenspiel. A carillon in the tower chimes a tune while colorful figurines come out on the balcony to spin and dance. It happens daily at 11:00 and 12:00 all year (also at 17:00 May-Oct). The Spiel of the glockenspiel tells the story of a noble wedding that actually took place on the market square in 1568. You see the wedding procession and the friendly joust of knights on horseback. The duke and his bride watch the action as the groom’s family (in Bavarian white and blue) joyfully jousts with the bride’s French family (in red and white). Below, the barrelmakers—famous for being the first to dance in the streets after a deadly plague lifted—do their popular jig. Finally, the solitary cock crows.


At the very top of the New Town Hall is a statue of a child with outstretched arms, dressed in monk’s garb and holding a book in its left hand. This is the Münchner Kindl, the symbol of Munich. The town got its name from the people who first settled here: the monks (Mönchen). You’ll spot this mini monk all over town, on everything from the city’s coat of arms to souvenir shot glasses to ad campaigns (often holding not a book, but maybe a beer or a smartphone). The city symbol was originally depicted as a grown man, wearing a gold-lined black cloak and red shoes. By the 19th century, artists were representing him as a young boy, then a gender-neutral child, and, more recently, a young girl. These days, a teenage girl dressed as the Kindl kicks off the annual Oktoberfest by leading the opening parade on horseback, and then serves as the mascot throughout the festivities.


For great views of the city, you can ride an elevator to the top of the New Town Hall tower (€2.50, May-Sept daily 10:00-19:00; Oct-April Mon-Fri 10:00-17:00, closed Sat-Sun, elevator located under glockenspiel).


The golden statue at the top of the column in the center of Marienplatz honors the square’s namesake, the Virgin Mary. Sculpted in 1590, it was a rallying point in the religious wars of the Reformation. Back then, Munich was a bastion of southern-German Catholicism against the heresies of Martin Luther to the north. Notice how, at the four corners of the statue, cherubs fight the four great biblical enemies of civilization: the dragon of war, the lion of hunger, the rooster-headed monster of plague and disease, and the serpent. The serpent represents heresy—namely, Protestants. Bavaria is still Catholic country, and Protestants weren’t allowed to worship openly here until about 1800.
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Munich City Walk Map Key


1 Marienplatz


2 St. Peter’s Church


3 Viktualienmarkt


4 Ohel Jakob Synagogue


5 Munich City Museum


6 Asam Church


7 Kaufingerstrasse


8 St. Michael’s Church


9 Frauenkirche


10 Michael Jackson Memorial


11 Marienhof


12 Dallmayr Delicatessen


13 Platzl


14 Hofbräuhaus


15 Maximilianstrasse


16 Max-Joseph-Platz


17 Viscardigasse


18 Odeonsplatz


19 Brienner Strasse


20 Hofgarten





To the right of the New Town Hall, the gray pointy building with the green spires is the Old Town Hall (Altes Rathaus). On its adjoining bell tower, find the city seal. It has the Münchner Kindl (symbolizing the first monks), a castle (representing the first fortifications), and a lion (representing the first ruler—Henry the Lion, who built them).


As you look around, keep in mind that the Allies bombed Marienplatz and much of Munich during World War II. Most of the buildings had to be rebuilt. The Old Town Hall looks newer now because it was completely destroyed by bombs and had to be rebuilt after the war. The New Town Hall survived the bombs, and it served as the US military headquarters after the Americans occupied Munich in 1945.


Before moving on, face the New Town Hall one more time and get oriented. Straight ahead is north. To the left is the pedestrian shopping street called Kaufingerstrasse, which leads to the old gate called Karlstor and the train station. To the right, the street leads to the Isartor gate and the Deutsches Museum. This east-west axis cuts through the historic core of Munich.


• Turn around to the right to find Rindermarkt, the street leading from the southeast corner of Marienplatz. Head to St. Peter’s Church, just beyond the square, with its steeple poking up above a row of buildings.



2 St. Peter’s Church M



The oldest church in town, St. Peter’s stands on the hill where Munich’s original monks probably settled—perhaps as far back as the ninth century (though the city marks its official birthday as 1158). Today’s church (from 1368) replaced the original monastery church.


St. Peter’s (“Old Peter” to locals) is part of the soul of the city. There’s even a popular song about it that goes, “Munich is not Munich without St. Peter’s.”


Cost and Hours: Church-free, tower-€2, Mon-Fri 9:00-18:30, Sat-Sun 10:00-18:30, off-season until 17:30.
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Visiting the Church: On the outside of the church, notice the 16th- and 17th-century tombstones plastered onto the wall. Originally, people were buried in the holy ground around the church. But in the Napoleonic age, the cemeteries were dug up and relocated outside the city walls for hygienic and space reasons. They kept a few tombstones here as a reminder.


Step inside. (If there’s a Mass in progress, visitors are welcome, but stay in the back. If there’s no Mass, feel free to explore.) Typical of so many Bavarian churches, it’s whitewashed and light-filled, with highlights in pastel pinks and blues framed by gold curlicues. The ceiling painting opens up to the heavens, where Peter is crucified upside down.


Some photos (on a pillar near the entrance) show how St. Peter’s was badly damaged in World War II—the roof caved in, and the altar was damaged. But the beloved church was rebuilt and restored, thanks to donations—half from the Augustiner brewery, the rest from private donors. The accuracy of the restoration was possible thanks to Nazi catalog photos. For decades after World War II, the bells played a popular tune that stopped before the last note, reminding locals that the church still needed money to rebuild.


Explore further. The nave is lined with bronze statues of the apostles, and the altar shows a statue of St. Peter being adored by four Church fathers. The finely crafted, gray iron fences that line the nave were donated after World War II by the local blacksmiths of the national railway. The precious and fragile sandstone Gothic chapel altar (to the left of the main altar) survived the war only because it was buried in sandbags.


Find the second chapel on the left side. Now there’s something you don’t see every day: a skeleton in a box. As the red Latin inscription says, this is St. Munditia. In the fourth century, she was beheaded by the Romans for her Christian faith. Munich has more relics of saints than any city outside Rome. That’s because it was the Pope’s Catholic bastion against the rising tide of Protestantism in northern Europe during the Reformation. In 1675, St. Munditia’s remains were given to Munich by the Pope as thanks for the city’s devoted service. It was also a vivid reminder to the faithful that those who die for the cause of the Roman Church go directly to heaven without waiting for Judgment Day.


It’s a long climb to the top of the spire (306 steps, no elevator)—much of it with two-way traffic on a one-lane staircase—but the view is dynamite. Try to be two flights from the top when the bells ring at the top of the hour. Then, when your friends back home ask you about your trip, you’ll say, “What?”


• Just beyond St. Peter’s, join the busy commotion of the...



3 Viktualienmarkt M



The market (rated ▲▲, closed Sun) is a lively world of produce stands and budget eateries. Browse your way through the stalls and pavilions, as you make your way to the market’s main landmark, the blue-and-white striped maypole. Early in the morning, you can still feel small-town Munich here. Remember, Munich has been a market town since its earliest days as a stop on the salt-trade crossroads. By the 1400s, the market bustled, most likely beneath a traditional maypole, just like you see today.
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Viktualienmarkt







The History of Munich


Born from Salt and Beer (1100-1500)


Munich began in the 12th century, when Henry the Lion (Heinrich der Löwe) established a lucrative salt trade near a monastery of “monks”—München. After Henry’s death, an ambitious merchant family, the Wittelsbachs, took over. By the 1400s, Munich’s market bustled with trade in salt and beer, the twin-domed Frauenkirche drew pilgrims, and the Wittelsbachs made their home in the Residenz. When the various regions of Bavaria united in 1506, Munich became the capital.


Religious Wars, Plagues, Decline (1500-1800)


While Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation raged in northern Germany, Munich became the Catholic heart of the Counter-Reformation, decorated in the ornate Baroque and Rococo style of its Italian allies. Religious wars and periodic plagues left the city weakened. While the rest of Europe modernized, Munich remained behind the times.
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The Golden Age of Kings (1806-1886)


When Napoleon invaded, the Wittelsbach duke surrendered and was rewarded with a grander title: King of Bavaria. Munich boomed. Maximilian I (r. 1806-1825), a.k.a. Max Joseph, rebuilt in Neoclassical style—grand columned buildings connected by broad boulevards. Ludwig I (r. 1825-1848) turned Munich into a modern railroad hub and budding industrial city. His son Maximilian II (r. 1848-1864) continued the modernization program. Ludwig II (r. 1864-1886) didn’t much like Munich, preferring to build castles in the Bavarian countryside (for his story, see here).


End of the Wittelsbachs (1886-1918)


When Bavaria became part of the newly united Germany, Berlin overtook Munich as Germany’s power center. Then World War I devastated Munich. After the war, mobs of poor, angry Münchners roamed the streets. In 1918, they drove out the last Bavarian king, ending 700 years of Wittelsbach rule.


Nazis and World War II (1918-1945)


In the power vacuum, a fringe group emerged—the Nazi party, headed by Adolf Hitler. Hitler rallied the Nazis in a Munich beer hall, leading a failed coup d’état known as the Beer Hall Putsch (1923). When the Nazis eventually took power in Berlin, they remembered their roots, dubbing Munich “Capital of the Movement.” In World War II, nearly half the city was leveled by Allied air raids.


Munich Rebuilds (1945-Present)


After the war, with generous American aid, Münchners rebuilt. Nazi authorities had created a photographic archive of historic sights, which now came in handy. Munich chose to preserve its low-rise, medieval feel, but with a modern infrastructure. For the 1972 Olympic Games, they built a futuristic stadium, a sleek new subway system, and one of Europe’s first pedestrian-only zones—Kaufingerstrasse. In 1990, when Germany reunited, Berlin once again became the country’s focal point, relegating Munich to a backseat role.


Today’s Munich is home to more banks and financial firms than any German city besides Frankfurt. With a population of 1.5 million, Munich is Germany’s third-largest city, after Berlin and Hamburg. A center for book publishing, Munich also hosts universities, two TV networks, the electronics giant Siemens, the German branch of Microsoft, and BMW, maker of world-famous cars (“Bayerische Motoren Werke”—Bavarian Motor Works). Safe, clean, cultured, and productive, Munich is a success story.





Besides salt, Munich gained a reputation for beer. By the 15th century, more than 30 breweries pumped out the golden liquid, brewed by monks who were licensed to sell it. They stored their beer in cellars under courtyards kept cool by the shade of bushy chestnut trees—a tradition Munich’s breweries still stick to.


The market’s centerpiece seems to be its beer garden (daily 10:00-22:00, weather permitting). Its picnic tables are filled with hungry and thirsty locals, all in the shade of the traditional chestnut trees. Shoppers pause here for a late-morning snack of Weisswurst—white sausage—served with mustard, a pretzel, and a beer. Here, you can order just a half-liter—unlike at other Biergartens that only sell by the full liter. As is the tradition at all of the city’s beer gardens, some tables (those without tablecloths) are set aside for patrons who bring their own food; they’re welcome here as long as they buy a drink. The Viktualienmarkt is ideal for a light meal (see here).


Now make your way to the towering maypole. Throughout Bavaria, colorfully ornamented maypoles decorate town squares. Many are painted, like this one, in Bavaria’s colors, white and blue. The decorations are festively replaced every year on the first of May. Traditionally, rival communities try to steal each other’s maypole. Locals guard their new pole day and night as May Day approaches. Stolen poles are ransomed only with lots of beer for the clever thieves.


The decorations that line each side of the pole explain which merchants are doing business in the market. Munich’s maypole gives prominence (on the bottom level) to a horse-drawn wagon bringing in beer barrels. And you can’t have a kegger without coopers—find the merry barrelmakers, the four cute guys dancing. Today, traditional barrel making is enjoying a comeback as top breweries like to have real wooden kegs.
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The market’s maypole





The bottom of the pole celebrates the world’s oldest food law. The German Beer Purity Law (Reinheitsgebot) of 1487 actually originated here in Bavaria. It stipulated that beer could consist only of three ingredients: barley, hops, and water. (Later they realized that a fourth ingredient, yeast, is always present in fermentation.) Why was beer so treasured? Back in the Middle Ages, it was considered liquid food.


From the maypole, take in the bustling scene around you. The market was modernized in the 1800s as the city grew. Old buildings were torn down, replaced with stalls and modern market halls. Now, in the 21st century, it’s a wonder such a traditional place survives—especially because it sits on the most expensive real estate in town. But locals love their market, so the city protects these old-time shops, charging them only a small percentage of their gross income, enabling them to carry on.


• At the bottom end of the Viktualienmarkt, spot Café Frischhut, with its colorful old-time sign hanging out front (at Prälat-Zistl-Strasse 8). This is Munich’s favorite place to stop for a fresh Schmalznudel—a traditional fried-dough treat (best enjoyed warm with a sprinkling of sugar).


Across the street, you’ll pass the Pschorr beer hall. Continue just past it to a modern glass-and-iron building, the Schrannenhalle. This 1800s grain exchange has been renovated into a high-end mall of deli shops. Chocoholics could detour downstairs here into Milka Coco World for tasty samples (and a good WC).


When you’re ready to move on, exit the Schrannenhalle midway down on the right-hand side (or if it’s closed, walk around the top of the building to Prälat-Zistl-Strasse and turn left). You’ll spill out into Sebastiansplatz, a small square lined with healthy eateries. Continue through Sebastiansplatz and veer left, where you’ll see a cube-shaped building, the...



4 Ohel Jakob Synagogue M



This modern synagogue anchors a revitalized Jewish quarter. In the 1930s, about 10,000 Jews lived in Munich, and the main synagogue stood near here. Then, in 1938, Hitler demanded that the synagogue be torn down. By the end of World War II, Munich’s Jewish community was gone. But thanks to Germany’s acceptance of religious refugees from former Soviet states, the Jewish population has now reached its prewar size. The new synagogue was built in 2006. There’s also a kindergarten and day school, playground, fine kosher restaurant (at #18), and bookstore. Standing in the middle of the square, notice the low-key but efficient security.


While the synagogue is shut tight to nonworshippers, its architecture is striking from the outside. Lower stones of travertine evoke the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, while an upper section represents the tent that held important religious wares during the 40 years of wandering through the desert. The synagogue’s door features the first 10 letters of the Hebrew alphabet, symbolizing the Ten Commandments.


The cube-shaped Jewish History Museum (behind the cube-shaped synagogue) is stark and windowless. The museum’s small permanent collection focuses on Munich’s Jewish history; good temporary exhibits might justify the entry fee (€6, ticket gets you half-price admission to Munich City Museum, Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon, St.-Jakobs-Platz 16, tel. 089/2339-6096, www.juedisches-museum-muenchen.de).
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Ohel Jakob Synagogue





• Facing the synagogue, on the same square, is the...



5 Munich City Museum (Münchner Stadtmuseum) M



The highs and lows of Munich’s history are covered in this surprisingly honest municipal museum (rated ▲). It covers the cultural upheavals of the early 1900s, Munich’s role as the birthplace of the Nazis, and the city’s renaissance during Germany’s postwar “economic miracle.” There’s scant information posted in English, but an included audioguide can fill in the gaps.


• You can stop and tour the museum now (see here). Otherwise, continue through the synagogue’s square, past the fountain, across the street, and one block farther to the pedestrianized Sendlinger Strasse. Down the street 100 yards to the left, the fancy facade (at #62) marks the...



6 Asam Church (Asamkirche) M



This tiny church (rated ▲) is a slice of heaven on earth—a gooey, drippy Baroque masterpiece by Bavaria’s top two Rococonuts—the Asam brothers. Just 30 feet wide, it was built in 1740 to fit within this row of homes. Originally, it was a private chapel where these two brother-architects could show off their work (on their own land, next to their home and business headquarters—to the left), but it’s now a public place of worship.
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Asam Church





Cost and Hours: Free, Sat-Thu 9:00-18:00, Fri 13:00-18:00, tel. 089/2368-7989. The church is small, so visitors are asked not to enter during Mass (held Tue and Thu-Fri 17:00-18:00, Wed 8:30-9:30, and Sun 10:00-11:00).


Visiting the Church: This place of worship served as a promotional brochure to woo clients, and is packed with every architectural trick in the book. Imagine approaching the church not as a worshipper, but as a shopper representing your church’s building committee. First stand outside: Hmmm, the look of those foundation stones really packs a punch. And the legs hanging over the portico...nice effect. Those starbursts on the door would be a hit back home, too.


Then step inside: I’ll take a set of those over-the-top golden capitals, please. We’d also like to order the gilded garlands draping the church in jubilation, and the twin cupids capping the confessional. And how about some fancy stucco work, too? (Molded-and-painted plaster was clearly an Asam brothers specialty.) Check out the illusion of a dome painted on the flat ceiling—that’ll save us lots of money. The yellow glass above the altar has the effect of the thin-sliced alabaster at St. Peter’s in Rome, but it’s within our budget! And, tapping the “marble” pilasters to determine that they are just painted fakes, we decide to take that, too. Crammed between two buildings, light inside this narrow church is limited, so there’s a big, clear window in the back for maximum illumination—we’ll order one to cut back on our electricity bill.


On the way out, say good-bye to the gilded grim reaper in the narthex (left side as you’re leaving) as he cuts the thread of life—reminding all who visit of our mortality...and, by the way, that shrouds have no pockets.


• Leaving the church, look to your right, noticing the Sendlinger Tor at the end of the street—part of the fortified town wall that circled Munich in the 14th century. Then turn left and walk straight up Sendlinger Strasse. Walk toward the Münchner Kindl, still capping the spire of the New Town Hall in the distance, and then up (pedestrian-only) Rosenstrasse, until you hit Marienplatz and the big, busy...



7 Kaufingerstrasse M



This car-free street leads you through a great shopping district, past cheap department stores, carnivals of street entertainers, and good old-fashioned slicers and dicers. As far back as the 12th century, this was the town’s main commercial street. Traders from Salzburg and Augsburg would enter the town through the fortified Karlstor. This street led past the Augustiner beer hall (opposite St. Michael’s Church to this day), right to the main square and cathedral.


Up until the 1970s, the street was jammed with car traffic. Then, for the 1972 Olympics, it was turned into one of Europe’s first pedestrian zones. At first, shopkeepers were afraid that would ruin business. Now it’s Munich’s living room. Nearly 9,000 shoppers pass through it each hour. Merchants nearby are begging for their streets to become traffic-free, too.


The 1972 Olympics transformed this part of Munich—the whole area around Marienplatz was pedestrianized and the transit system expanded. Since then, Munich has become one of the globe’s greenest cities. Skyscrapers have been banished to the suburbs, and the nearby Frauenkirche is still the tallest building in the center.


• Stroll a few blocks away from Marienplatz toward the Karlstor, until you arrive at the big church on the right.



8 St. Michael’s Church (Michaelskirche) M



This is one of the first great Renaissance buildings north of the Alps. The ornate facade, with its sloped roofline, was inspired by the Gesù Church in Rome—home of the Jesuit order. Jesuits saw themselves as the intellectual defenders of Catholicism. St. Michael’s was built in the late 1500s—at the height of the Protestant Reformation—to serve as the northern outpost of the Jesuits. Appropriately, the facade features a statue of Michael fighting a Protestant demon.


Cost and Hours: Church—free, open daily generally 8:00-19:00, stays open later on Sun and summer evenings; crypt—€2, Mon-Fri 9:30-16:30, Sat until 14:30, closed Sun; frequent concerts—check the schedule outside; tel. 089/231-7060.


Visiting the Church: Inside, admire the ornate Baroque interior, topped with a barrel vault, the largest of its day. Stroll up the nave to the ornate pulpit, where Jesuit priests would hammer away at Reformation heresy. The church’s acoustics are spectacular, and the choir—famous in Munich—sounds heavenly singing from the organ loft high in the rear.




[image: image]


St. Michael’s Church





The crypt (Fürstengruft, down the stairs by the altar) contains 40 stark, somewhat forlorn tombs of Bavaria’s ruling family, the Wittelsbachs. There’s the tomb of Wilhelm V, who built this church, and Maximilian I, who saved Munich from Swedish invaders during the Thirty Years’ War. Finally, there’s Otto, who went insane and was deposed in 1916, virtually bringing the Wittelsbachs’ seven-century reign to an end.


The most ornate tomb holds the illustrious Ludwig II, known for his fairy-tale castle at Neuschwanstein. Ludwig didn’t care much for Munich. He escaped to the Bavarian countryside, where he spent his days building castles, listening to music, and dreaming about knights of old. His excesses earned him the nickname “Mad” King Ludwig. But of all the Wittelsbachs, it’s his tomb that’s decorated with flowers—placed here by romantics still mad about their “mad” king.


• Our next stop, the Frauenkirche, is a few hundred yards away. Backtrack a couple of blocks up Kaufingerstrasse to the wild boar statue, which marks the German Hunting and Fishing Museum. This place has outdoorsy regalia, kid-friendly exhibits, and the infamous Wolpertinger—a German “jackalope” created by creative local taxidermists. At the boar statue, turn left on Augustinerstrasse, which leads to Munich’s towering, twin-domed cathedral, the...



9 Frauenkirche M



These twin onion domes are the symbol of the city. They’re unusual in that most Gothic churches have either pointed steeples or square towers. Some say Crusaders, inspired by the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, brought home the idea. Or it may be that, due to money problems, the towers weren’t completed until Renaissance times, when domes were popular. Whatever the reason, the Frauenkirche’s domes may be the inspiration for the characteristic domed church spires that mark villages all over Bavaria.


Cost and Hours: Free, open daily generally 7:00-19:00, tel. 089/290-0820.




Rick’s Tip: If the Frauenkirche towers are closed for renovation during your visit, you can enjoy great city views from New Town Hall (elevator) or the towers of St. Peter’s Church (stairs only).





Visiting the Church: The church was built in just 22 years, from 1466 to 1488. It’s made of brick—easy to make locally, and cheaper and faster to build with than stone. Construction was partly funded by the sale of indulgences (which let sinners bypass purgatory on the way to heaven). It’s dedicated to the Virgin—Our Lady (Frau)—and has been the city’s cathedral since 1821.


Step inside, and remember that much of this church was destroyed during World War II. The towers survived, and the rest was rebuilt essentially from scratch.


Near the entrance is a big, black, ornate monument honoring Ludwig IV the Bavarian (1282-1347), who was elected Holy Roman Emperor—a big deal. The Frauenkirche was built a century later with the express purpose of honoring his memory. His monument was originally situated in front at the high altar, right near Christ. Those Wittelsbachs—always trying to be associated with God. This alliance was instilled in people through the prayers they were forced to recite: “Virgin Mary, mother of our duke, please protect us.”
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Frauenkirche





Nearby, a relief (over the back pew on the left) honors one of Munich’s more recent citizens. Joseph Ratzinger was born in Bavaria in 1927, became archbishop of the Frauenkirche (1977-1982), then moved to the Vatican, where he later served as Pope Benedict XVI (2005-2013).


Now walk slowly up the main aisle, enjoying stained glass right and left. This glass is obviously modern, having replaced the original glass that was shattered in World War II. Ahead is the high altar, under a huge hanging crucifix. Find the throne—the ceremonial seat of the local bishop. From here, look up to the tops of the columns, and notice the tiny painted portraits. They’re the craftsmen from five centuries ago who helped build the church.


Now walk behind the altar to the apse, where there are three tall windows. These still have their original 15th-century glass. To survive the bombs of 1944, each pane had to be lovingly removed and stored safely away.


• Our next stop is at Promenadeplatz, about 400 yards north of here. Facing the altar, take the left side exit and walk straight 50 yards until you see a tiny but well-signed passageway (to the left) called the Aufhauser Passage. Follow it through a modern building, where you’ll emerge at a park (surrounded by concrete) called Promenadeplatz. Detour a few steps left into the park, where you’ll find a colorful modern memorial.



10 Michael Jackson Memorial M



When Michael Jackson was in town, he’d stay at the Hotel Bayerischer Hof, like many VIPs. Fans would gather in the park waiting for him to appear at his window. He’d sometimes oblige (but his infamous baby-dangling incident happened in Berlin, not here). When he died in 2009, devotees created this memorial by taking over a statue of Renaissance composer Orlando di Lasso. They still visit daily, leave a memento, and keep it tidy.


• Now backtrack and turn left, up Kardinal-Faulhaber-Strasse. The street is lined with former 18th-century mansions that have since become offices and bank buildings. At #11, turn right and enter a modern shopping mall called the Fünf Höfe Passage. The place tries to take your basic shopping mall and give it more class. It’s divided into five connecting courtyards (the “fünf Höfe”), spruced up with bubbling fountains, exotic plants, and a hanging garden.


Emerging on a busy pedestrian street, turn right, and head down the street (noticing the Münchner Kindl again high above), to a big green square: Marienhof, with the most aristocratic grocery store in all of Germany.



11 Marienhof M



This square, tucked behind the New Town Hall, was left as a green island after the wartime bombings. If you find that the square’s all dug up, it’s because Munich has finally started building an additional subway tunnel here. With virtually the entire underground system converging on nearby Marienplatz, this new tunnel will provide a huge relief to the city’s congested subterranean infrastructure.
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Marienhof





On the far side of Marienhof is 12 Dallmayr Delicatessen. M When the king called out for dinner, he called Alois Dallmayr. This place became famous for its exotic and luxurious food items: tropical fruits, seafood, chocolates, fine wines, and coffee (there are meat and cheese counters, too). As you enter, read the black plaque with the royal seal by the door: Königlich Bayerischer Hof-Lieferant (“Deliverer for the King of Bavaria and his Court”). Catering to royal and aristocratic tastes (and budgets), it’s still the choice of Munich’s old rich (closed Sun, www.dallmayr.com).


• Leaving Dallmayr, turn right and then right again to continue along Hofgraben. Walk three blocks gently downhill to Platzl—“small square.” (If you get turned around, just ask any local to point you toward the Hofbräuhaus.)



13 Platzl M



As you stand here—admiring classic facades in the heart of medieval Munich—recall that everything around you was flattened in World War II. Here on Platzl, the reconstruction happened in stages: From 1945 to 1950, they removed 12 million tons of bricks and replaced roofs to make buildings weather-tight. From 1950 to 1972, they redid the exteriors. From 1972 to 2000, they refurbished the interiors. Today, the rebuilt Platzl sports new—but old-looking—facades.


Officials estimate that hundreds of unexploded bombs still lie buried under Munich. As recently as 2012, they found a 550-pound bomb in Schwabing, a neighborhood just north of the old city center. They had to evacuate the neighborhood and detonate the bomb.


Today’s Platzl hosts a lively mix of places to eat and drink—pop-culture chains like Starbucks and Hard Rock Café alongside top-end restaurants like the recommended Wirtshaus Ayingers and Schuhbecks (Schuhbecks Eis is a favorite for ice cream; Pfisterstrasse 9-11).


• At the bottom of the square (#9), you can experience the venerable...



14 Hofbräuhaus M



The world’s most famous beer hall (rated ▲▲) is a trip. Whether or not you slide your lederhosen on its polished benches, it’s a great experience just to walk through the place in all its rowdy glory (with its own gift shop).


Before going in, check out the huge arches at the entrance and the crown logo. The original brewery was built here in 1583. As the crown suggests, it was the Wittelsbachs’ personal brewery to make the “court brew” (Hof Brau). In 1880, the brewery moved out, and this 5,000-seat food-and-beer palace was built in its place. After being bombed in World War II, the Hofbräuhaus was one of the first places to be rebuilt (German priorities).


Now, take a deep breath and go on in. Dive headlong into the sudsy Hofbräu mosh pit. Don’t be shy. Everyone’s drunk anyway. The atmosphere is thick with the sounds of oompah music, played here every night of the year.


You’ll see locals stuffed into lederhosen and dirndls, giant gingerbread cookies that sport romantic messages, and kiosks selling postcards of the German (and apparently beer-drinking) ex-pope. Notice the quirky 1950s-style painted ceiling, with Bavarian colors, grapes, chestnuts, and fun “eat, drink, and be merry” themes. You’ll see signs on some tables reading Stammtisch, meaning they’re reserved for regulars, and their racks of old beer steins made of pottery and pewter. Beer halls like the Hofbräuhaus sell beer only by the liter mug, called a Mass (mahs). You can get it light (helles) or dark (dunkles). A slogan on the ceiling above the band reads, Durst ist schlimmer als Heimweh—“Thirst is worse than homesickness” (daily 9:00-23:30, live oompah music during lunch and dinner; for details on eating here, see here).
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Hofbräuhaus





• Leaving the Hofbräuhaus, turn right and walk two blocks, then turn left when you reach the street called...



15 Maximilianstrasse M



This broad east-west boulevard, lined with grand buildings and exclusive shops, introduces us to Munich’s Golden Age of the 1800s. In that period, Bavaria was ruled by three important kings: Max Joseph, Ludwig I, and Ludwig II. They transformed Munich from a cluster of medieval lanes to a modern city of spacious squares, Neoclassical monuments, and wide boulevards. At the east end of this boulevard is the palatial home of the Bavarian parliament.


The street was purposely designed for people and for shopping, not military parades. And to this day, Maximilianstrasse is busy with shoppers browsing Munich’s most exclusive shops.


• Maximilianstrasse leads to a big square—Max-Joseph-Platz.



16 Max-Joseph-Platz M



The square is fronted by two big buildings: the National Theater (with its columns) and the Residenz (with its intimidating stone facade).


The Residenz, the former “residence” of the royal Wittelsbach family, started as a crude castle (c. 1385). Over the centuries, it evolved into one of Europe’s most opulent palaces (see here).


The centerpiece of the square is a grand statue of Maximilian I—a.k.a. Max Joseph. In 1806, Max was serving in the long tradition of his Wittelsbach family as the city’s duke...until Napoleon invaded and deposed him. But then Napoleon—eager to marry into the aristocracy—agreed to reinstate Max, with one condition: that his daughter marry Napoleon’s stepson. Max Joseph agreed, and was quickly crowned not duke but king of Bavaria.


Max Joseph and his heirs ruled as constitutional monarchs. Now a king, Max Joseph was popular; he emancipated Protestants and Jews, revamped the Viktualienmarkt, and graced Munich with grand buildings like the National Theater. This Neoclassical building, opened in 1818, celebrated Bavaria’s strong culture, deep roots, and legitimacy as a nation; four of Richard Wagner’s operas were first performed here. It’s now where the Bavarian State Opera and the Bavarian State Orchestra perform. (The Roman numerals MCMLXIII in the frieze mark the year the theater reopened after the WWII bombing restoration—1963.)


• Leave Max-Joseph-Platz opposite where you entered, walking alongside the Residenz on Residenzstrasse for about 100 yards to the next grand square. But before you get to Odeonsplatz, pause at the first corner on the left and look down Viscardigasse at the gold-cobbled swoosh in the pavement.



17 Viscardigasse M



The cobbles in Viscardigasse recall one of Munich’s most dramatic moments: It was 1923, and Munich was in chaos. World War I had left Germany in shambles. Angry mobs roamed the streets. Out of the fury rose a new and frightening movement—Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party. On November 8, Hitler launched a coup, later known as the Beer Hall Putsch, to try to topple the German government. It started with a fiery speech by Hitler in a beer hall a few blocks from here (which no longer exists). The next day, Hitler and his mob of 3,000 Nazis marched up Residenzstrasse. A block ahead, where Residenzstrasse spills into Odeonsplatz, stood a hundred government police waiting for the Nazi mob. Shots were fired. Hitler was injured, and 16 Nazis were killed, along with four policemen. The coup was put down, and Hitler was sent to a prison outside Munich. During his nine months there, he wrote down his twisted ideas in his book Mein Kampf.
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Max-Joseph-Platz





Ten years later, when Hitler finally came to power, he made a memorial at Odeonsplatz to honor the “first martyrs of the Third Reich.” Germans were required to raise their arms in a Sieg Heil salute as they entered the square. The only way to avoid the indignity of saluting Nazism was to turn left down Viscardigasse instead. That stream of shiny cobbles marks the detour taken by those brave dissenters.


• But now that Hitler’s odious memorial is long gone, you can continue to...



18 Odeonsplatz M



This square links Munich’s illustrious past with the Munich of today. It was laid out by the Wittelsbach kings in the 1800s. They incorporated the much older (yellow) church that was already on the square, the Theatinerkirche. This church contains about half of the Wittelsbach tombs. The church’s twin towers and 230-foot-high dome are classic Italian Baroque, reflecting Munich’s strong Catholic bent in the 1600s.


Nearby, overlooking the square from the south, is an arcaded loggia filled with statues. In the 1800s, the Wittelsbachs commissioned this Hall of Heroes to honor Bavarian generals. It was modeled after the famous Renaissance loggia in Florence. Odeonsplatz was part of the Wittelsbachs’ grand vision of modern urban planning.


At the far end of the square, several wide boulevards lead away from here. First, face west (left) down 19 Brienner Strasse M (watch out for bikes). In the distance, and just out of sight, a black obelisk commemorates the 30,000 Bavarians who marched with Napoleon to Moscow and never returned. Beyond the obelisk is the grand Königsplatz, or “King’s Square,” with its Neoclassical buildings. Back in the 1930s, Königsplatz was the center of the Nazi party. Remember, Munich was the cradle of Nazism. Today, the Nazi shadow has largely lifted from that square (only two buildings from that era remain) and Königsplatz is home to Munich’s cluster of great art museums. A few miles beyond Königsplatz is the Wittelsbachs’ impressive summer home, Nymphenburg Palace.
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Odeonsplatz and Theatinerkirche





Now turn your attention 90 degrees to the right. The boulevard heading north from Odeonsplatz is Ludwigstrasse. It stretches a full mile, flanked by an impressive line of uniform 60-foot-tall buildings in the Neo-Gothic style. In the far distance is the city’s Triumphal Arch, capped with a figure of Bavaria, a goddess riding a lion-drawn chariot. The street is named for the great Wittelsbach builder-king, Ludwig I, who truly made Munich into a grand capital. (“I won’t rest,” he famously swore, “until Munich looks like Athens.”) Ludwigstrasse was used for big parades and processions, as it leads to that Roman-style arch.


Beyond the arch—and beyond what you can see—lie the suburbs of modern Munich, including the city’s modern skyscrapers and the famous BMW headquarters. Yes, Munich is a major metropolis, but you’d hardly know it by walking through its pleasant streets and parks.


• We’ll finish our walk in the enjoyable Hofgarten. Its formal gate is to your right as you’re facing up Ludwigstrasse. Step through the gate and enter the...



20 Hofgarten M



This elegant “garden of the royal court” is a delight. Built by the Wittelsbachs as their own private backyard to the Residenz palace, it’s now open to everyone. Just inside the gate is an arcade decorated with murals commissioned by Ludwig I in the early 1800s. While faded, they still tell the glorious story of Bavaria from 1155 until 1688. The garden’s 400-year-old centerpiece is a Renaissance-style temple with great acoustics. (There’s often a musician performing here for tips.) It’s decorated with the same shell decor as was popular inside the Residenz.


Take some time to enjoy the garden as the royals did, or for a good antidote to all the beer halls, try the venerable Café Tambosi, with its chairs lined up facing the boulevard as if to watch a parade. In the garden beyond the café tables is a gravel boules court.


• This walk is done. Where to go next? You’re near the English Garden (just a few blocks away—see the map; people surf under the bridge east of Haus der Kunst), the Residenz complex, and the Odeonsplatz U-Bahn stop for points elsewhere.


SIGHTS


▲▲Residenz Complex


RESIDENZ TREASURY (SCHATZKAMMER)


RESIDENZ MUSEUM (RESIDENZMUZEUM)


Map: Residenz Tour


CUVILLIÉS THEATER


Near the Residenz


▲MUNICH CITY MUSEUM (MÜNCHNER STADTMUSEUM)


Museum Quarter (Kunstareal)


Map: Museum Quarter


▲▲ALTE PINAKOTHEK


Map: Alte Pinakothek


▲NEUE PINAKOTHEK


▲▲EGYPTIAN MUSEUM (STAATLICHES MUSEUM ÄGYPTISCHER KUNST)


Near the River


▲ENGLISH GARDEN (ENGLISCHER GARTEN)


Map: Greater Munich


▲DEUTSCHES MUSEUM


▲▲Nymphenburg Palace Complex


NYMPHENBURG PALACE


Map: Nymphenburg Palace Complex


PALACE GROUNDS


ROYAL STABLES MUSEUM (MARSTALLMUSEUM)


AMALIENBURG


Outside the Center


▲▲BMW-WELT AND MUSEUM


Most of the top sights in the city center are covered on my self-guided walk. But there’s much more to see in this city.




Rick’s Tip: If you’re unsure about which of Munich’s top two palaces to visit, the Residenz is more central and has the best interior, while Nymphenburg has the finest garden and outdoor views.





▲▲Residenz Complex


For 500 years, this was the palatial “residence” and seat of power of the ruling Wittelsbach family. It began (1385) as a crude castle with a moat around it. The main building was built from 1550 to 1650, and decorated in Rococo style during the 18th century. The final touch was the grand south facade modeled after Florence’s Pitti Palace. In March 1944, Allied air raids left the Residenz in shambles, so much of what we see today is reconstructed.


The vast Residenz complex is divided into three sections, each with its own admission ticket: The Residenz Museum is a long hike through 90 lavishly decorated rooms. The Residenz Treasury shows off the Wittelsbach crown jewels. The Cuvilliés Theater is an ornate Rococo opera house. You can see the three sights individually or get a combo-ticket to see them all. I consider the museum and treasury to be the essential Residenz visit, with the Cuvilliés Theater as extra credit.




Rick’s Tip: The Bavarian Palace Department offers a 14-day ticket (called the Mehrtagesticket) that covers admission to Munich’s Residenz and Nymphenburg Palace complexes, as well as the Neuschwanstein and Linderhof castles in Bavaria. If you’re planning to visit at least three of these sights within a two-week period, the pass will likely pay for itself (€24, €44 family/partner pass, purchase at participating sights or online at www.schloesser.bayern.de).





Planning Your Time: Start your visit with the Residenz Treasury because it’s small and you can easily manage your time there. Then visit the sprawling Residenz Museum, where you can wander until you say “Enough.” The Cuvilliés Theater doesn’t take long to see and is easy to fit in at the start or end. If you run out of time or energy, you can reenter on the same ticket to visit anything you missed. The entrances on Max-Joseph-Platz and Residenzstrasse both lead to the ticket office, gift shop, and start of the treasury and museum tours.


Cost and Hours: Residenz Museum-€7, Residenz Treasury-€7 (both include audioguides), Cuvilliés Theater-€3.50; €11 combo-ticket covers museum and treasury; €13 version covers all three; treasury and museum open daily April-mid-Oct 9:00-18:00, mid-Oct-March 10:00-17:00; theater open April-mid-Sept Mon-Sat 14:00-18:00, Sun 9:00-18:00; mid-Sept-March Mon-Sat 14:00-17:00, Sun 10:00-17:00; for all three sights, last entry is one hour before closing, tel. 089/290-671, www.residenz-muenchen.de.
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The Residenz—the “residence” of Bavaria’s rulers






RESIDENZ TREASURY (SCHATZKAMMER)



The treasury shows off a thousand years of Wittelsbach crowns and knickknacks. You’ll see the regalia used in Bavaria’s coronation ceremonies, valuable liturgical objects and relics, and miscellaneous wonders that dazzled the Wittelsbachs’ European relatives. It’s the best treasury in Bavaria, with fine 13th- and 14th-century crowns and delicately carved ivory and glass.


[image: Image] Self-Guided Tour: In Room 1, the oldest jewels are 200 years older than Munich itself. The gem-studded 11th-century Crown of Kunigunde (on the left) is associated with the saintly Bavarian queen, who was crowned Holy Roman Empress in 1014 in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. The pearl-studded prayer book of Charles the Bald (Charlemagne’s grandson) allowed the book’s owner to claim royal roots dating all the way back to that first Holy Roman Emperor crowned in 800. The spiky Crown of an English Queen (c. 1370) is actually England’s oldest crown, brought to Munich by an English princess who married a Wittelsbach duke. The lily-shaped Crown of Henry II (c. 1270-1280) dates from Munich’s roots, when the town was emerging as a regional capital.


Along the right side of the room are religious objects such as reliquaries and portable altars. The tiny mobile altar allowed a Carolingian king to pack light in 890—and still have a little Mass while on the road. Many of the precious objects in this room were confiscated from the collections of various prince-bishops when their realms came under Bavarian rule in the Napoleonic era (c. 1800).


Room 3: Study the reliquary with St. George killing the dragon—sparkling with more than 2,000 precious stones. Get up close (it’s OK to walk around the rope posts)...you can almost hear the dragon hissing. A gold-armored St. George, seated atop a ruby-studded ivory horse, tramples an emerald-green dragon. The golden box below contained the supposed relics of St. George, who was the patron saint of the Wittelsbachs. If you could lift the minuscule visor, you’d see that the carved ivory face of St. George is actually the Wittelsbach Duke Wilhelm V—the great champion of the Catholic Counter-Reformation—slaying the dragon of Protestantism.


Room 4: The incredibly realistic carved ivory crucifixes from 1630 were done by local artist Georg Petel. Look at the flesh of Jesus’ wrist pulling around the nails. In the center of the room is the intricate portable altarpiece (1573-74) of Duke Albrecht V, the Wittelsbach ruler who (as we’ll see in the Residenz Museum) made a big mark on the Residenz.


Room 5: The freestanding glass case (#245) holds the impressive royal regalia of the 19th-century Wittelsbach kings—the crown, scepter, orb, and sword that were given to the king during the coronation ceremony. (The smaller pearl crown was for the queen.) They date from the early 1800s when Bavaria had been conquered by Napoleon. The Wittelsbachs struck a deal that allowed them to stay in power under the elevated title of “king” (not just “duke” or “elector” or “prince-archbishop”). These objects were made in France by the same craftsmen who created Napoleon’s crown.


[image: image]


Rooms 6-10: The rest of the treasury has objects that are more beautiful than historic. Admire the dinnerware made of rock crystal (Room 6), stone (Room 7), and gold and enamel (Room 8). Room 9 has a silver-gilt-and-marble replica of Trajan’s Column. Finally, explore the “Exotica” of Room 10, including a green Olmec figure, knives from Turkey, and a Chinese rhino-horn bowl with a teeny-tiny Neptune inside.


• From the micro-detail of the treasury, it’s time to visit the expansive Residenz Museum. Cross the hall, exchange your treasury audioguide for the museum audioguide, and enter the...


RESIDENZ MUSEUM (RESIDENZMUZEUM)


Though called a “museum,” what’s really on display here are the 90 rooms of the Residenz itself: the palace’s spectacular banquet and reception halls, and the Wittelsbachs’ lavish private apartments. The rooms are decorated with period (but generally not original) furniture: chandeliers, canopied beds, Louis XIV-style chairs, old clocks, tapestries, and dinnerware of porcelain and silver. It’s the best place to glimpse the opulent lifestyle of Bavaria’s late, great royal family. (Whatever happened to the Wittelsbachs, the longest continuously ruling family in European history? They’re still around, but they’re no longer royalty, so most of them have real jobs now—you may well have just passed one on the street.)
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