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“Weall want sports day to be a great successtomorrow,” announced MissBattle-Axe. “I am here to make sure that no one” – sheglaredat Horrid Henry – “spoilsit.”


Horrid Henry glared back. Horrid Henry hated sports day. Last year he hadn’t won a single event. He’d droppedhis egg in the egg-and-spoon race, trippedover Rude Ralph in the three-legged race, and collidedwith Sour Susan in the sack race. Henry’s team had even lost the tug-of-war. 
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Most sickening of all,  


Perfect Peter


had won bothhis races.


If only the school had a sensibleday, like TV-watching day, or chocolate-eating day, or who could guzzlethe most crisps day, Horrid Henrywould be sure to win every prize. But no. He 


had to leapand dashabout getting hot and bothered in front of stupid parents. When he became king he’d make teachers run all the races then behead the winners. King Henry  grinned happily.


the Horrible


“Pay attention, Henry!” barked Miss 
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Battle-Axe. “What did I just say?”


Henry had no idea. “Sports day is  cancelled?” he suggested hopefully.


Miss Battle-Axe fixed him with her 


steelyeyes. “I said no one is to bring any sweetstomorrow. You’ll all be given a delicious, refreshing piece of orange.”


Henry slumped in his chair, 


scowling. All he could do was hope for rain.


Sports day dawned bright and sunny. 
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Rats, thought Henry. He could, of course, pretend to be sick. But he’d tried that last year and Mum hadn’t been fooled. The year before that he’d complained he’d hurt his leg. Unfortunately Dad then caught him 


dancing


on the table.


It was no use. He’d just have to take part. If only he could win a race!


Perfect Peter bouncedinto his room.


“Sports day today!” beamed Peter. “And I’mresponsible for bringing the hard-boiled for the egg-and-


eggs
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spoon races. Isn’t it exciting!”


“NO!” screeched Henry. “Get out of here!”


“But I only . . .” began Peter.


Henry leaptat him, roaring. He was a cowboy lassoing a runaway steer.


“Eeeaaargh!” squealedPeter.


“Stop being horrid, Henry!” 


shouted Dad. “Or no pocketmoney this week!”
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Henry let Peter go.


“It’s so unfair,” he muttered, picking up his clothes from the floor and putting them on. Why did he never win?


Henry reached under his bed and filled his pockets from the secret 


sweettin he kept there. Horrid Henrywas a masterat eating sweets in school without being detected. At least he could scoff something good while the others were stuckeating dried-up old orange pieces.


Then he stompeddownstairs. Perfect was busy packing hard-boiled 


Peter
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eggs into a carton.sat down


Horrid Henry


 


scowlingand gobbled his breakfast.


“Good luck, boys,” said Mum. “I’ll be there to cheer for you.”


“” growled Henry.


Humph,


“Thanks, Mum,” said Peter. 


 “I expect I’ll winmy egg-and-spoon race again but of course it doesn’t matter if I don’t. It’s how you play that counts.”


“Shut up, Peter!” snarled Henry. Egg-and-spoon! Egg-and-spoon! 
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If Henry heard that disgusting phrase once more he would start frothingat the mouth.


“Mum! Henry told me to shut up,” 


wailedPeter, “and he attackedme this morning.”


“Stop being horrid, Henry,” said Mum. “Peter, come with me and  we’ll combyour hair. I want you to  look your best when you win that trophy again.”


Henry’s blood boiled. He felt like snatchingthose eggs and hurlingthem against the wall.
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Then Henry had a wonderful, spectacularidea. It was so wonderful that . . . Henry heard Mum coming back down the stairs. There was no time to lose crowing about his brilliance.


Horrid Henry ranto the fridge, grabbed another egg carton and swappedit for the box of hard-boiled ones on the counter.


“Don’t forget your eggs, Peter,” said Mum. She handed the carton to Peter, who tucked it safely in his school bag.
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Tee hee


, thought Horrid Henry.


Henry’s class lined up on the playing fields. Flash!A small figure wearing gleaming white trainers 


zippedby. It was Aerobic Al, the fastest boy in Henry’s class.


“Gotta run, gotta run, gotta run,” 
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he chanted, gliding into place beside Henry. “I will, of course, win every event,” he announced. “I’ve been training all year. My dad’s got a special 


place all ready for my trophies.”“Who wants to race anyway?” 


sneeredHorrid Henry, sneaking a yummy gummy fuzzballinto  his mouth.


 


“Now, teams for the three-legged race,” barkedMiss Battle-Axe into her megaphone. “This is a race showing how well you co-operate and use teamwork with your partner. 
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