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Praise for The Stream


In The Stream, James Robison helps us to recognize the extreme value of freedom and why we must fight for it every day through our Christian witness. The Declaration of Independence indicates that our rights come from God, and this important book points out many ways that we can use our lives to preserve those freedoms and reconnect with the founding principles that made America great.


—Benjamin S. Carson Sr., MD
Emeritus Professor of Neurosurgery, Oncology, Plastic Surgery and Pediatrics
Johns Hopkins Medicine
President and CEO, American Business Collaborative, LLC


Over thirty-five years ago God used James Robison to ignite a nation for the purpose of returning back to our Judeo-Christian heritage. His Bible-based leadership mobilized Christians to participate not in political advocacy, but in prophetic activism for the purpose of sharing truth with love. To a great degree, the spiritual impetus behind the Reagan revolution was led by this Christ-fearing man of God. Once again, God calls upon James Robison, and via The Stream, he equips us with the Christ-centered, Bible-based prescription for these troubled times. In this book, the faith community will be equipped with the necessary acumen and inspired to be filled with spiritual fortitude in order to advance not the agenda of the donkey or the elephant, but exclusively the agenda of the lamb, Jesus Christ.


—Rev. Dr. Samuel Rodriguez
President, NHCLC/CONELA
Hispanic Evangelical Association


Pastor Robison is a religious patriot—a spokesman whose love for America is rooted in the religious beliefs embodied in America’s history. In The Stream he sets forth his noble vision of how a nation guided by the Almighty will find blessing and harmony. Toward that end, he urges people of The Book to involve themselves in our country’s political destiny and bring forth a land reflective of their traditional values. Read it and be uplifted . . . and called.


—Rabbi Aryeh Spero
President, Caucus for America


In The Stream, my friend James Robison provides us with a reliable road-map out of the darkness of dissention and into the glorious light that only wisdom from above can provide. America can once again be a beacon of hope, but to do so, we need to act on this wisdom now.


—Gretchen Carlson
Award-winning host of The Real Story with Gretchen Carlson, FOX News
Author of the best-selling book Getting Real


Few have stood for truth and righteousness more than James Robison. This living legend has never been intimidated by the threats of Satan or the dangerous currents in our culture. Read The Stream and hear his courageous voice to our nation, which is filled with compassion overflowing.


—Dr. Ronnie Floyd
President, Southern Baptist Convention
Senior Pastor, Cross Church, Springdale, AR


Once, we were a nation under God, indivisible, with liberty for all. Now we are on the verge of becoming a nation under many gods—or no God—divisible, with liberty for none. James Robison intends to see that that doesn’t happen—not without a clarion call to repentance and revival. If ever there was a message needed for America today, this is it!


—Dr. Robert Jeffress
Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church of Dallas
Author of Not All Roads Lead to Heaven


As a talk show host, I hear arguments and sharp opinions all the time. It is always refreshing to hear James Robison’s take on the blessings of liberty. He is always ready to do battle for freedom, but in a compassionate and welcoming way that we need in these tense times.


—Mark Davis
Host of The Mark Davis Show radio broadcast


James Robison offers a shining light of hope as a sharp contrast to his honest look at our current state of affairs in America. If the church can grasp the incredible opportunity we have at this moment in history, as James suggests—we have the potential to see the world’s greatest ever awakening.


—Christine Caine, Founder A21 and Propel Women
Author of Unashamed


The Stream drills deep into the refreshing stream of life-giving water that must flow freely if we are to rise up as the church and see the heart of America restored.


—Sheila Walsh
Author, speaker, and Christian recording artist


In his new book, The Stream, my friend and mentor James Robison encourages you to get out of your comfort zone and fulfill the Great Commission. I believe, if we as believers step out and do this, we will see our nation’s foundation restored. I hope all those who cherish their freedom will read this book and hear the truth straight from God’s heart.


—Robert Morris
Founding Senior Pastor, Gateway Church, Southlake, TX
Bestselling author of The Blessed Life, From Dream to Destiny, and Truly Free


My good friend James Robison has given us an insightful, inspirational, yet sober and challenging message for all who wish to see our beloved republic return from the principles of destruction and despair to become the beacon of light that it could be. The message of The Stream is critical for all who wish to understand our spiritual crisis and who desire to be a part of seeing it reversed.


—Tony Evans
President, The Urban Alternative
Senior Pastor, Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship


James Robison is a world-renowned Christian thought leader respected across the denominational spectrum. In The Stream, he lays out a clear analysis of where we are as a nation and gives us a road map to claiming our collective, national inheritance. Jesus is confronting sacred cows, exposing hypocrisy, and turning tables right side up in our day. This is why The Stream is a must-read for everyone from the pulpit to the pew. A must-read for everyone who longs for a revival of righteousness and a spiritual awakening in America. Every page of this book is dripping with the wisdom of God and is grounded in authenticity. The Stream refreshes the weary soul.


—Bishop Harry Jackson
Senior Pastor, Hope Christian Church, Beltsville, MD
Founder and Chairman, High Impact Leadership Coalition
Founder, The Reconciled Church: Healing the Racial Divide


James Robison and I share the same heartfelt concerns for our nation. The First Amendment is under attack, and freedom to express and live out our religious convictions is under a fierce assault. What James provides in this excellent work inspires and equips Christians to have a salt-and-light effect on the culture around us. You will be challenged to take a bold stand to help secure our nation’s freedom and security.


—Mat Staver
Founder and Chairman, Liberty Counsel
Founder and President, Covenant Journey
Former Dean and Professor of Law, Liberty University School of Law


As a pastor, I understand the significance of being involved and trying to awaken, enlighten, and activate Christians so we can impact our culture. This is releasing the imprint of the kingdom of God on earth. James Robison will inspire you to become ambassadors for Christ—releasing streams of love and transforming necessary to protect and preserve our precious freedoms.


—Dr. Jim Garlow
Pastor, Skyline Church, San Diego, CA


Writing with passion, love, and truth, James Robison brings an urgent warning to America. It is not too late for the nation, but the clock is ticking, and we must respond with urgency and faith. Relying on the truths of Scripture and the lessons of history, James shows us how we must live to see America transformed. It is now or never. How will we respond?


—Dr. Michael L. Brown
Host, Line of Fire radio broadcast
President, FIRE School of Ministry


James Robison serves as a father figure to countless church leaders—including us. We value his commitment to awaken America and the church from deep slumber. The biblical wisdom, inspiration, and history he packs into this book will give you hope and encourage you to pray fervently for this great nation.


—John and Lisa Bevere
Founders, Messenger International
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Introduction



NOT TOO LATE TO TURN THE TIDE
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Why is there so much hatred and violence in our nation?


The Word of God tells us to hate evil, and we should especially avoid evil in our own lives. But we must not hate people who are different from us, who disagree with us, or who are trapped by evil tendencies and unwholesome lifestyles. It’s fine to disagree and debate. Ongoing dialogue and important discussions can be healthy. But as Bible-believing Christians, we are called to unwaveringly hold up the truth in love while standing against the hate-filled, deadly outbursts all around us.


I’m convinced the increase in hatred and violence in our nation and around the world is because people have moved far from the redemptive spirit found in Christ. The love of God within us gives us the ability to forgive and understand one another while holding true to our deep convictions with unwavering character. Christians don’t have to be vindictive, destructive, and hateful. The Bible says if you say you love God but hate your brother or sister, you are in darkness (1 John 2:9). No wonder the light is so dim—it’s because many Americans and people around the world are filled with darkness.


Even wealth and success are under attack today. Many preachers dare not mention the blessings of God or prosperity for fear they will be critically labeled as “prosperity preachers.” We know there are excesses and extremes in every area, but doesn’t the Bible talk about God’s desire to bless us as His children? Don’t all parents want the best and greatest blessings for their children?


God wants us to be so blessed that we become a blessing to the nations of the world. How can we possibly alleviate suffering and help the poor if we don’t have the resources to do it? Even those who believe in socialism must have some means of wealth from which to extract the money they wish to disburse.


Legend has it that as the founders signed the Constitution in 1787, Benjamin Franklin observed a painting on the wall in the room in which they had worked so hard to frame that historic document. “I have often . . . in the course of the session . . . looked at that sun behind the President without being able to tell whether it was rising or setting. But now at length I have the happiness to know it is a rising and not a setting sun.”1 It is hard these days not to wonder whether we are still seeing the sunrise or sunset when it comes to freedom as we have been blessed to know it in America.


I have written The Stream as a firm warning: Americans must experience a change of heart and mind—and it must come soon, or we are going to see the downfall of freedom and of this once-great nation. If we don’t recognize this foolishness and the danger imposed by the hatred of success, blessings, and prosperity, we are going to destroy our ability to meet any legitimate need—along with our future and the future of our children and those we love.


It’s not too late for us to turn the tide. We need to release God’s love to people all around us, and especially to those with whom we disagree. Only then can expressions of compassion replace hatred and violence. We must boldly demonstrate God’s power and especially His love and forgiveness in our nation today.


Many will resonate with the essence of this message but are unsure how they are to respond as salt-and-light kind of people in our present circumstances. In coming chapters we will look at ways we can apply the gospel that has conquered us in a world that needs to be conquered by the love of God. Like Adam and Eve, we have all been given a “garden” to tend with diligent love and oversight. We will share specific ways for believers to stand together against the gates of hellish deception and destruction.


Let us pray fervently for a historic outpouring of the Holy Spirit on His church. It is not too late to renew our culture and restore proven principles. We can be the beginning of the sunrise, not the end. If we will stand up boldly for His truth, live in a way that impacts others, and demonstrate God’s character and love, then we can continue to be one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.





PART
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ONE





AMERICA NEEDS HEALING
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I am heartsick over what I have observed happening in our great nation in recent years. People appear to be learning very well how to hate others. Outbursts of anger, uncontrollable flare-ups, and temper tantrums are on every newscast and continually fill newspapers and websites. YouTube videos featuring horrific displays of rage are uploaded and viewed by millions.


At the same time, I am convinced that there is reason for hope, because there is One who can turn our mourning to something joyful, not by obscuring the hard truth, but by leading us through the truth of recognition, confession, and repentance. God is ready and able to heal our land if we will humble ourselves, pray and seek His face, and turn from our wicked ways (2 Chronicles 7:14).





Chapter 1



A NATION GONE MAD
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As we reflect on the riots in Baltimore and Ferguson, and other outbursts of violence across the nation, we must recognize this is what happens when people forsake God. Whether it’s a rogue police officer who guns down an unarmed man in the back (by no means typical of that brave and honorable profession), or a tide of delinquents “protesting” injustice by burning down innocent people’s property, the root cause of the chaotic violence is the same as it was in the time of Noah: abandoning God and His unshakable principles. Doing so enslaves one to uncontrolled appetites, sensual practices, and destruction.


Romans 1:18–32 clearly reveals the progression of this rapid descent to depraved thinking and destruction. The first step is the rejection of God. It matters not how often you say, “I believe in God.” It matters only what you say daily with your life. Your life must say with every vibrant act, “I adore Him. I worship Him. I love Him. I believe in Him. I honor Him and I glorify Him, for He is my God.” Even while Jesus Christ died on the cross, He said, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46). Yet with His actions He said, “Even if You forsake me, You are still my Father and my God.” That must be the testimony of God’s divine creation. He is God. When we do not glorify Him as God, we become vain in our imaginations. Professing ourselves to be wise, we become fools (Romans 1:21–22 KJV).


So how should we respond? Even if they drag all Ten Commandments of Almighty God into the political arena and repudiate them, let us proclaim, “Thus saith the Lord God.” If the Supreme Court convenes and decides hell is cruel and unusual punishment, let us stand and teach what the Bible says about hell: there is a hell, and the Bible is the measure by which all societies and all men will be judged.


When you read the Old Testament, you will find that the prophets were considered troublemakers. Most of them were never invited back for a second meeting. They were not popular. Real truth-tellers have seldom been popular, and the Bible has not been popular. They stoned the Old Testament prophets. They killed the apostles. They beheaded John the Baptist. Tradition says they beheaded the apostle Paul. Jesus Christ, the only Son of God and the greatest prophet of all time, was crucified. The Bible may not be popular, but it is true. The Bible reveals life as it should be. That’s what we need. When we speak truth to a fallen culture, we will not be well liked, but we must stand up for truth and freedom.


America is great not because of her land or her people. America’s greatness is not in our military or materials. It’s not in our mechanical or mental greatness. America’s greatness is in God.


Our Founding Fathers never conceived a nation separated from God. We are seeing a movement today to separate God from government and from our society. Yet America is built on God. When America gets too intelligent for God, she becomes unintelligent. When she gets too big for God, she shrinks. When she divorces herself from God, she crumbles into the dust. When America forsakes the guidance of God, she is dead.
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When we speak truth to a fallen culture, we will not be well liked, but we must stand up for truth and freedom.
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We must return to that which our fourth president, James Madison, called on his fellow Americans to trust: “The guardianship and guidance of that Almighty Being whose power regulates the destiny of nations, whose blessings have been so conspicuously dispensed to this rising republic, and to whom we are bound to address our devout gratitude for the past, as well as our fervent supplications and best hopes for the future.”1


We are clearly witnessing the judgment and wrath of God revealed against all ungodliness as we see people given over to ravenous and demonic appetites and practices. The greatest horror occurs when God’s standard is discarded and, as Romans 1:25 says, His truth is exchanged for a lie. So it is that the highest human authorities in this land have been making such awful decisions. There is great reason to mourn for a nation gone mad. And yet, as we will see, there is still hope.





Chapter 2



MOBOCRACY IN THE HEARTLAND
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Against the backdrop of a controversial killing of a black man in St. Louis and seething rage across the United States, a young lawyer stood before a small group of men and delivered a speech that would make him famous.


“If destruction be our lot,” he proclaimed, “we must ourselves be its author and finisher. As a nation of freemen, we must live through all time, or die by suicide.”


The young man was Abraham Lincoln in the year 1838. The black man was Francis McIntosh, a freedman who had been chained to a tree and burned to death by a white mob. The Civil War wouldn’t officially begin for over two decades, but the twenty-eight-year-old Lincoln already recognized one of the warning signs of an unraveling society: disregard for the rule of law.


Lincoln continued,


I hope I am over wary; but if I am not, there is, even now, something of ill-omen amongst us. I mean the increasing disregard for law which pervades the country; the growing disposition to substitute the wild and furious passions, in lieu of the sober judgment of Courts; and the worse than savage mobs, for the executive ministers of justice. This disposition is awfully fearful in any community; and that it now exists in ours, though grating to our feelings to admit, it would be a violation of truth, and an insult to our intelligence, to deny. Accounts of outrages committed by mobs, form the every-day news of the times.


Lincoln was not “over wary.” His concerns would be played out repeatedly until the entire nation exploded into bloody war. Unfortunately, we are again witnessing “something of an ill-omen amongst us” as mobs periodically assemble in various communities across the country, engaging in acts of violence, theft, and swelling unrest.


We are experiencing the attempted destruction of life and liberty in our own heartland. It is all-out rebellion against the rule of law. For years we have seen blatant disregard of laws, from our borders to our very halls of governance. The root of it all is setting aside God’s Word, His Law, and disregarding His counsel. At this moment there are evil men who intend to set our nation on fire, burning up forever the greatest national expression of freedom’s beauty ever witnessed by mortal man. America, with all of its ills, failures, and need for correction from time to time, is still the greatest example of a nation established on the rule of law as revealed in sacred Scriptures.


Right now in our country, some foolishly zealous people are encouraging a revolt against the rule of law and accusing those who risk their lives seeking to protect our citizens as though they were targets to be attacked, discredited, and destroyed. Many are simply ignorant of the facts, but others are intentional provocateurs, manipulating the media and the crowd for their own selfish gain. Still others are agents of evil, stirring up passions to provoke violence, as exemplified by death chants against police officers. This is worse than nonsense. It is terrorism at home!


Again, Lincoln recognized this destructive spirit:


When men take it in their heads today, to hang gamblers, or burn murderers, they should recollect, that, in the confusion usually attending such transactions, they will be as likely to hang or burn someone who is neither a gambler nor a murderer as one who is; and that, acting upon the example they set, the mob of tomorrow, may, and probably will, hang or burn some of them by the very same mistake. And not only so; the innocent, those who have ever set their faces against violations of law in every shape, alike with the guilty, fall victims to the ravages of mob law; and thus it goes on, step by step, till all the walls erected for the defense of the persons and property of individuals, are trodden down, and disregarded. But all this even, is not the full extent of the evil. By such examples, by instances of the perpetrators of such acts going unpunished, the lawless in spirit, are encouraged to become lawless in practice; and having been used to no restraint, but dread of punishment, they thus become, absolutely unrestrained. Having ever regarded Government as their deadliest bane, they make a jubilee of the suspension of its operations; and pray for nothing so much, as its total annihilation.


After the tragedy in Ferguson, Missouri, President Obama’s actions seemed as if he were seeking to undermine the Supreme Court, Congress, and even our justice system. His remarks condemning police officers who were proven to have acted justly and his quick association with supposed victims who, when the facts came forth, were proven to be in the wrong, play a significant part in the lawless spirit pervading our land today. The president may have been playing to the populace, but he was undermining the very constitution he was entrusted to protect. Politicians towing this line will win friends among the mobs but alienate an even greater number of honest citizens, as Lincoln noted:


Good men, men who love tranquility, who desire to abide by the laws, and enjoy their benefits, who would gladly spill their blood in the defense of their country; seeing their property destroyed; their families insulted, and their lives endangered; their persons injured; and seeing nothing in prospect that forebodes a change for the better; become tired of, and disgusted with, a Government that offers them no protection; and are not much averse to a change in which they imagine they have nothing to lose. Thus, then, by the operation of this mobocractic spirit, which all must admit, is now abroad in the land, the strongest bulwark of any Government, and particularly of those constituted like ours, may effectually be broken down and destroyed.


Lincoln took on, as we must, the enemy within. By our own disregard of the Word, wisdom, and counsel of God, we have allowed the enemy of life and freedom to set in motion a tsunami of moral and economic collapse destroying personal responsibility and true freedom. Good people—godly people—must stand up and speak the truth. Pure passion can be misguided and dangerous. We need, as Lincoln pointed out, “general intelligence, sound morality, and in particular, a reverence for the constitution and laws.”


This practice of playing to the mobs must end. That means voters must repudiate any politician, regardless of party, who demonstrates this tendency. Instead, we must learn to come together in peace, calm, and unwavering strength to face the enemy for Christ’s sake and all who long for and love freedom, or we will watch it vanish from this once-great nation and the world.
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This practice of playing to the mobs must end. That means voters must repudiate any politician who demonstrates this tendency.
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Our nation was founded on biblical principles. To these, we must hold. These truths are our only hope, for, as Lincoln concluded, “Upon these let the proud fabric of freedom rest, as the rock of its basis; and as truly as has been said of the only greater institution, ‘the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.’”1





Chapter 3



MOST PEOPLE
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If you watch television, listen to talk radio, or read a newspaper, you will repeatedly hear claims about what “most people” think, followed by some assertion. Most people don’t like what is happening in our country. Most people want change. Most people are concerned about national direction, the economy, and the future. And, of course, most people are angry about the inaction and ineffectiveness of Congress and other leaders.


Well, I have a question to ask. When are most people going to stop just talking and complaining and decide to make the necessary difference by taking action, accepting responsibility, and helping to correct those things that deserve our attention? Let me make it clear: correction begins at home, first in each individual life and then through actions affecting everything in our circle of personal influence. Each one of us can make a positive difference when we assume personal responsibility and make the commitment necessary for correction. If most people don’t think we are headed in the right direction, then it’s time for most people to make the commitment to do something about it!


Everyone must understand that the political process is moved and directed not just by those who deliver messages and share their concerns but by those who deliver votes! In our constitutional republic, our national direction, laws, and policies are determined by the power and privilege of choosing representatives—those who pass legislation and establish laws. The democratic process grants us the freedom to influence our future by electing our representatives. Thank God for this great privilege—and may God help us to treasure and understand its value. May the Lord help those who care (who I believe are most people) to stand up and make a difference!


Small special-interest groups obviously wield more power and influence in our day than most people because most people simply complain but do little, if anything, about the problems. Consider the small percentage of the population in groups who really impact national direction, legislation, and policies—the gay activists, environmentalists, labor unions, teachers unions, the NRA, pro-choice activists, pro-life supporters, big business and corporate lobbyists, the anti–God-and-faith-in-the-public-square crowd, as well as partisan activists. These people deliver with determination.


If we want meaningful, purposeful, positive, effective change to the benefit of all, where must the influence come from? Well, from most people! Change comes from those who should care the most about all people. I am referring to the community of faith—those who claim to love God and their neighbors. Christians are the ones who can and should deliver the influence to help determine local, state, and national direction as salt and light influencing every aspect of life (Matthew 5:13–16). It comes first by personal example, then through action or activism, zeal and unwavering determination to change what must be changed through wise counsel, reasonable considerations, and deep-principled convictions.


We can and must choose the best-qualified leaders and insist they also deliver. Most people in America claim to believe in God, even though some do not seem to know the God of the Bible because they have substituted religious association for true, personal relationship and cannot be counted on to take a stand. This is sad but true. It is also a fact that the largest part of the US population—professing Christians1
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