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IMPOSSIBLE PEOPLE

A COMPLETELY AVERAGE

RECOVERY STORY

JULIA WERTZ
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FOR JENNIFER PHIPPEN AND SARAH GLIDDEN.

I LOVE YOU BOTH SO MUCH.
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ON THE DAY I TURNED 30, I FOUND MYSELF STRANDED ON A HILLSIDE AFTER CRASHING A CAR IN THE JUNGLE ON VIEQUES ISLAND IN PUERTO RICO. TO UNDERSTAND HOW I GOT THERE, WE NEED TO GO BACK FOUR YEARS...

WHAT THE FUCK
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...TO NEW YORK CITY, 2009.

MISS WERTZ? HI, I’M DR. NADIR.

HI.

YOUR REGULAR DOCTOR IS OUT TODAY, SO I’LL GO OVER YOUR RESULTS WITH YOU. LET’S SEE WHAT WE’VE GOT HERE...
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IT SAYS YOUR DOCTOR ORDERED A C-SCAN FOR UNEXPLAINED CHEST PAINS, BUT THE RESULTS WERE INCONCLUSIVE. THE SCAN DID SHOW AN IRREGULARITY IN YOUR CHEST -A LUMP OF SOME KIND-BUT THE RADIOLOGIST WAS UNABLE TO DETERMINE WHAT IT IS.

I’M GOING TO ORDER AN MRI.

SHOULD I BE CONCERNED?

I DON’T KNOW RIGHT NOW, BUT THERE’S NO NEED TO PANIC. THESE THINGS USUALLY TURN OUT TO BE NOTHING, BUT IT’S BEST TO ERR ON THE SIDE OF CAUTION.

SPEAKING OF CAUTION, LOOKS LIKE YOU’RE DUE FOR A FLU SHOT.

BUT I HAVEN’T GOTTEN A FLU SHOT IN YEARS AND I’VE BEEN FINE.

THEN YOU’VE BEEN LUCKY. THAT’S A RISKY MOVE CONSIDERING NEW YORK’S NASTY FLU STRAINS.

YEAH, I’M REALLY LIVIN’ ON THE EDGE OVER HERE.

THERE IS ONE THING IN YOUR BLOOD WORK RESULTS THAT CONCERNS ME. YOUR BILIRUBIN LEVELS ARE SLIGHTLY ELEVATED. IT COULD BE A SIGN THAT YOUR LIVER ISN’T OPERATING AT 100%. I NOTICED ON YOUR INTAKE QUESTIONNAIRE, YOU SAID YOU HAVE ABOUT TWO TO THREE DRINKS A NIGHT, IS THAT RIGHT?

SURE...I GUESS.

IS THAT NUMBER ACCURATE?

IS IT MAYBE MORE?
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YEAH, IT’S MORE.

HOW MUCH MORE?

I DUNNO, MAYBE A BOTTLE OF WINE A NIGHT?

A WHOLE BOTTLE?

ACTUALLY, MORE LIKE TWO.

FROM A MEDICAL STANDPOINT, THAT IS CONSIDERED EXCESSIVE ALCOHOL ABUSE. I’M CONCERNED THAT YOU’RE SHOWING SIGNS OF LIVER ISSUES AND YOU’RE ONLY 26. I CAN’T TELL YOU WHAT TO DO, BUT IT’S MY PROFESSIONAL -AND FRANKLY MY PERSONAL- OPINION THAT YOU NEED TO QUIT DRINKING SO YOU’RE NOT DEAD BY 30.

THAT’S A *BIT* DRAMATIC, DON’T YOU THINK?

NO, I DON’T THINK SO.

I HIGHLY RECOMMEND YOU LOOK INTO A TREATMENT PROGRAM. THERE ARE MANY GOOD ONES IN THE CITY. IN FACT, THE REALIZATION CENTER IS JUST UP THE STREET, I SUGGEST YOU GO CHECK IT OUT AFTER YOU LEAVE HERE.

OKAY, MAYBE I WILL IF I HAVE THE TIME.

MAKE THE TIME, MISS WERTZ.
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THE NEXT MORNING:

*RING*

*RING*

HEY MA, WHAT’S UP?

JUST CHECKING IN! I HAVEN’T HEARD FROM YOU IN A WHILE. HOW ARE YOU?

I’M GOOD. I’M ABOUT TO HEAD TO A COFFEE SHOP TO DO SOME WRITING, THEN TO PIZZA ISLAND TO WORK ON ILLUSTRATIONS.

THE PIZZA WHAT?

PIZZA ISLAND. THE STUDIO I SHARE WITH A BUNCH OF CARTOONISTS.

OH, RIGHT, I KNEW THAT. I ALWAYS FORGET BECAUSE IT’S A NONSENSE NAME.

ANYWAYS, I JUST WANTED TO LET YOU KNOW THAT I’M GETTING RID OF THE LANDLINE. WE NEVER USE IT ANYMORE.

NO! YOU CAN’T DO THAT! IT’S THE ONLY PHONE NUMBER I KNOW BY HEART! WHAT IF I GET HIT BY A CAR AND I’M DYING IN THE STREET AND THAT NUMBER IS ALL I CAN SAY TO THE PARAMEDICS?

BUT YOUR CALL WOULD GO TO A HOUSE 3,000 MILES AWAY AND IT’D GO STRAIGHT TO THE ANSWERING MACHINE.

AND IT’LL RECORD MY DYING WISHES!
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SORRY, BUT IT HAS TO GO. IT’S TIME. ARE YOU COMING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR?

NO, I’M SORRY, I CAN’T SWING IT. I JUST HAVE TOO MUCH WORK TO GET DONE.

AW, WE’LL MISS YOU. WHO ARE YOUR BROTHERS GOING TO MAKE FUN OF IF YOU’RE NOT AROUND?

I’M SURE THEY’LL FIND A SUITABLE REPLACEMENT.

YEAH, ME! IT’S FINE, I CAN HANDLE IT. I’LL LET YOU GO NOW, I LOVE YOU!

LOVE YOU TOO, MA.
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EXCUSE ME, DO YOU MIND IF I ASK WHAT YOU’RE WORKING ON?

I’M DRAWING COMICS!

OH! DO YOU NEED A JOB? I THINK THIS TYPE OF ART WOULD LOOK AMAZING ON MY COMPANY’S BROCHURE.

WE DON’T HAVE AN ART BUDGET, BUT IT’D BE GREAT EXPOSURE FOR YOU!

UH, WELL, I ALREADY HAVE A JOB...

REALLY? WHAT DO YOU DO?

THIS.

THAT? AS A JOB?!
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LATER THAT MORNING, SARAH, WHO LIVED A FEW BLOCKS AWAY, STOPPED BY TO PICK ME UP ON HER WAY TO THE STUDIO.

SHE DIDN’T BELIEVE THAT COMICS COULD BE A REAL JOB?

I UNDERSTAND HER SKEPTICISM. IT IS KIND OF NUTS THAT SOMEONE IS PAYING US TO DRAW AND WE DON’T HAVE TO WORK AT RESTAURANTS AND BARS ANYMORE.

TRUE! WE’RE REALLY LUCKY THAT WE GET TO MAKE ART FOR A LIVING.

WE DEFINITELY ARE, BUT I HATE WHEN ARTISTS SAY THEIR JOB IS HARD OR WHEN THEY WHINE ABOUT HOW LONG THEY WORKED ON SOMETHING. LIKE, “DID YOU WORK REAL HARD ON YOUR LITTLE DRAWING? WAS THAT A TOUGH DOODLE TO FINISH ON TIME?” OH, FUCK OFF.

EVERY TIME SOMEONE COMPLAINS ABOUT HOW HARD IT IS TO MAKE ART, A WAITRESS DIES.
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HEY, LADIES!

DOMITILLE COLLARDEY-ADEBIMPE

THE MOUSE IS BACK! IT ATE THE LEFTOVER CHRISTMAS COOKIES.

SARAH GLIDDEN

KAREN SNEIDER

MEREDITH GRAN

LISA HANAWALT

KATE BEATON

NOOOOO! THEY WERE ALL I HAD TO LOOK FORWARD TO THIS WEEK!

DON’T YOU HAVE A BOOK COMING OUT ON FRIDAY?*

*DRINKING AT THE MOVIES

YOU’RE NOT EXCITED?

I AM! BUT I’M ALSO FILLED WITH TREPIDATION. YOU KNOW HOW IT IS WHEN YOU WORK REALLY HARD ON SOMETHING, YOU MOLD IT AND SHAPE IT, AND THEN BY THE TIME YOU RELEASE IT INTO THE WORLD, YOU’RE OVER IT AND ALSO KINDA WANT TO KILL IT?

YOU SHOULD PROBABLY NEVER HAVE CHILDREN.
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HEY GUYS, QUICK QUESTION- DOES EATING HALF A STICK OF BUTTER GIVE YOU DIARRHEA?

WHY ARE YOU ASKING THAT?

JUST ASKING FOR A FRIEND... WHO WANTS TO KNOW WHY I HAVE DIARRHEA.

SPEAKING OF TURBULENT BOWELS, YOU GUYS WILL BE PLEASED TO KNOW THAT YOU SUCCESSFULLY WET-WIPE SHAMED ME AFTER THAT FATBERG ARTICLE CAME OUT. I STOPPED USING THEM AND I GOT AN ATTACHABLE BIDET FOR MY TOILET. IT’S HORRIBLE AND SPRAYS ICE-COLD WATER SLIGHTLY ADJACENT TO MY BUTTHOLE.

MY DREAM IS TO HAVE ONE OF THOSE SUPER EXPENSIVE JAPANESE BIDETS SOMEDAY. THE ONLY PART I FIND DISTURBING IS THE BODY TEMPERATURE SEAT. I HATE NOT KNOWING WHERE MY BODY ENDS AND THE BOWL BEGINS.

I TOLD MY MA THAT NOT USING WET-WIPES IS LIKE PICKING UP POOP AND WIPING YOUR HAND WITH A DRY CLOTH, THEN SHAKING HANDS WITH SOMEONE. SHE RESPONDED THAT “IT’S NOT THE SAME BECAUSE WE SHAKE HANDS, BUT WE DON’T SHAKE BUTTHOLES.”

HAHAHA! SHE’S NOT WRONG.
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HOW COME TV SHOWS AND MOVIES AREN’T AFRAID TO SHOW A WOMAN HAVING DIARRHEA, BUT THEY NEVER SHOW A SUPER GROSS PERIOD SCENE? OR REALLY ANY PERIOD SCENE.

YEAH, I WANT A WHOLE EPISODE OF THE WALKING DEAD TO JUST BE ABOUT HOW THE WOMEN ARE DEALING WITH THEIR PERIODS. NEVER MIND ALL THE GRATUITOUS ZOMBIE GORE, I WANT TO SEE WOMEN WALKING THROUGH THE WOODS FREE-BLEEDING DOWN THEIR LEGS OR USING MOSS AS TAMPONS.

I WANT TO SEE BOTH- LIKE WHEN YOU HAVE DIARRHEA WHILE ON YOUR PERIOD AND THE TOILET IS A FUCKING WAR ZONE.

HAVE YOU GUYS NOTICED HOW THE MOST FAMOUS FEMALE COMEDIANS EXCESSIVELY JOKE ABOUT POOP, PERIODS, FARTS, AND SEX? I’M NOT SAYING IT’S A BAD THING, BUT IT FEELS LIKE WOMEN CAN’T GET TO THE TOP OF COMEDY WITHOUT BEING CRASS.

BUT ONCE THEY GET THERE, THEY GET CRITICIZED FOR IT.

ONCE, AT A COMICS CONVENTION, A GUY TOLD ME IT WAS A SHAME MY WORK WAS SO DIRTY AND IT WOULD BE BETTER IF I DIDN’T SWEAR SO MUCH. I WAS LIKE, IT’S A SHAME YOU’RE SUCH A STUPID FUCKING CUNT.

PEOPLE DON’T REALIZE THAT “BE NICE,” “BE PRETTY,” “BE INOFFENSIVE,” ARE DRILLED INTO WOMEN’S BRAINS FROM BIRTH AND WE WANT TO REBEL AGAINST IT.

YEAH, WHEN I WAS YOUNGER, IT FELT BOLD AND BOUNDARY-PUSHING TO BE GROSS, BECAUSE IT WAS! AND NOW IT’S JUST WHO I AM.
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HI, THIS IS JULIA WERTZ, I NEED TO SCHEDULE AN MRI.

SURE, LET ME JUST FIND YOU IN THE SYSTEM HERE...OKAY... WE’RE PRETTY BOOKED UP BUT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE AN OPENING NEXT THURSDAY. WOULD THAT WORK?

THURSDAY... ISN’T THAT CHRISTMAS EVE?

YES, IT IS. I CAN FIND AN OPENING IN JANUARY IF YOU’D RATHER.

NO, NO, THAT’S FINE, GO AHEAD AND SCHEDULE IT.

SLAM!

OH, SHIT, HELLO!

UM... HI?

SORRY, I DIDN’T REALIZE ANYONE WAS DOWN HERE. I’M FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, I’M DOING A ROUTINE BASEMENT SAFETY INSPECTION. DO YOU LIVE DOWN HERE?

YEAH. WHY?
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BASEMENT APARTMENTS ARE ILLEGAL IN THIS PART OF GREENPOINT BECAUSE IT’S A FLOOD ZONE. ALSO THERE’S A HIGHER RISK OF CARBON MONOXIDE AND RADON POISONING. BUT WE SEE THESE PLACES ALL THE TIME.

ARE YOU GONNA RAT ME OUT TO THE CITY?

NAH, IF I DID THAT, IT’D BE MY ENTIRE JOB. YOU JUST MAKE SURE THE HALL STAYS CLEAR AND I’LL SAY I DIDN’T SEE ANYTHING.

SORRY ABOUT THE INTRUSION!

NO PROBLEM! HAVE A NICE DAY!

I’M JUST GONNA PRETEND THAT NEVER HAPPENED.
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THINK YOU MIGHT BE AN ALCOHOLIC? TAKE THIS 20-QUESTION QUIZ TO FIND OUT.

IS DRINKING MAKING YOUR HOME LIFE UNHAPPY? YES.

DO YOU DRINK ALONE? YES.

DO YOU CRAVE A DRINK AT A DEFINITE TIME DAILY? YES.

DO YOU WANT A DRINK THE NEXT MORNING? YES.

HAVE YOU EVER FELT REMORSE AFTER DRINKING? YES.

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IN A HOSPITAL OR INSTITUTION ON ACCOUNT OF DRINKING? NO.

DOES YOUR DRINKING MAKE YOU CARELESS OF YOUR FAMILY’S WELFARE? NO.

IN THE PAST YEAR, HAVE YOU CONTINUED TO DRINK EVEN WHEN IT HAS CAUSED PROBLEMS AT HOME OR AT WORK? YES.

HAS YOUR AMBITION DECREASED SINCE DRINKING? NO.

HAVE YOU TRIED TO STOP DRINKING IN THE PAST AND FAILED? YES.

HAVE YOU EVER HAD A COMPLETE LOSS OF MEMORY AS A RESULT OF DRINKING? YES.

DONE! I ONLY ANSWERED YES TO 16 OF 20 QUESTIONS. THAT’S A NO FOR FOUR QUESTIONS SO I’M FINE!

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THREE OR MORE QUESTIONS, YOU ARE DEFINITELY AN ALCOHOLIC AND SHOULD CONSIDER TREATMENT.

OH.

FUCK.
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THE QUIZ DIDN’T TELL ME ANYTHING I DIDN’T ALREADY KNOW. I KNEW I HAD A PROBLEM; I’D KNOWN FOR A WHILE. BUT FOR MANY YEARS I THOUGHT I WAS DOING OKAY AS LONG AS I DIDN’T DRINK UNTIL 5PM...

IT’S 4:58 AND I’M TOTALLY SOBER. I’VE GOT THIS UNDER CONTROL.

ONLY TWO MORE MINUTES...

IF I SHOWED UP FOR WORK...

JULIA, YOU’RE LATE.

AT LEAST I’M HERE.

IF I LEFT THE APARTMENT THAT DAY...

IT’S FREEZING OUT HERE. I SHOULD HAVE CALLED THE LIQUOR STORE THAT DELIVERS.

IF I DIDN’T DO ANYTHING THAT BAD...

I DID WHAT LAST NIGHT?! YIKES. AT LEAST I DIDN’T KILL ANYONE.

IF I ATE A HEALTHY DINNER...

FUCK! I FORGOT I WAS COOKING RICE! AT LEAST I DIDN’T BURN THE BUILDING DOWN.

AND IF I KEPT PROMISING MYSELF I’D QUIT.

WHAT’S TOMORROW...NOVEMBER FIRST AND A MONDAY? I’LL DEFINITELY BE ABLE TO QUIT TOMORROW.
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OVER THE YEARS, I TRIED VARIOUS METHODS OF “BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION,” SUCH AS CONTROLLED DRINKING.

I’LL JUST DRINK THIS ONE BOTTLE OF WINE LIKE A LADY.

I GAVE COMPLETE ABSTINENCE A SHOT A FEW TIMES, BUT IT NEVER LASTED MORE THAN A DAY OR TWO.

FUCK THIS NOISE, I NEED TO DRINK BECAUSE I NEED TO SLEEP.*

*COULD NEVER FALL ASLEEP SOBER, OR EVEN JUST A LITTLE DRUNK. I HAD TO PASS OUT.

I TRIED THERAPY TWICE BUT BAILED WHEN BOTH THERAPISTS INEVITABLY SAID:

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED THE POSSIBILITY THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE A DRINKING PROBLEM?

THIS ISN’T GONNA WORK FOR ME. IT’S, UH, THE COMMUTE IS TOO LONG.

I READ COUNTLESS BOOKS ABOUT RECOVERY AND THE SCIENCE OF ADDICTION. I’M NOT SURE IF I WAS LOOKING FOR A SOLUTION, OR JUST DATA MINING, BUT EITHER WAY, THE BOOKS HAD NO EFFECT ON MY BEHAVIOR.

THIS DOESN’T EVEN SOUND THAT BAD, AND THEY GOT TO WRITE A WHOLE BOOK ABOUT IT? I COULD DO THAT.

SOMETIMES I FANTASIZED THAT THE ANSWER WOULD COME FROM AN OUTSIDE SOURCE, LIKE IF I FELL THROUGH A SUBWAY GRATE...

GAH!

THEN SUED THE CITY AND USED THE MONEY TO GO TO REHAB.

AND WHEN I GET OUT, I’M BUYING A BOAT!
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UGH. WHEN AM I GOING TO STOP DOING THIS?

I’M IN MY 20’S, I SHOULD KNOW HOW TO TAKE BETTER CARE OF MYSELF BY NOW.

MAYBE IF I TAKE CARE OF SOMETHING ELSE, LIKE IF I HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO SOMEONE OTHER THAN ME, I CAN LEARN HOW TO CARE FOR MYSELF.

I KNOW, I’LL GET A CAT! I’M A LONELY, SINGLE FEMALE WHO WEARS SWEATERS AND DRINKS TEA, IT’S A WONDER I DON’T ALREADY HAVE ONE. OR FIVE.

HM... THIS ONE SOUNDS GOOD.

KITTEN, FOUR WEEKS OLD, HOUSE TRAINED WILL DELIVER FROM CONEY ISLAND.

TWO HOURS LATER:

HERE YOU GO.

AAAAH, SHE’S SO TINY!

I GOT IT INTO MY HEAD THAT IF I DRANK, I MIGHT ROLL OVER AND CRUSH HER IN MY SLEEP.

HAVING THIS LITTLE THING AROUND WILL DEFINITELY KEEP ME SOBER. I’M CURED!

I STAYED SOBER FOR TWO EXCRUCIATING NIGHTS BEFORE I STARTED DRINKING AGAIN.

I SLEPT ON THE COUCH FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS TO AVOID CRUSHING THE KITTEN IN A DRUNKEN STUPOR.
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MY LEASE STATED “NO PETS,” BUT NOW THAT I KNEW MY APARTMENT WAS ILLEGAL, I KNEW THE LEASE WAS INVALID.

I’M GONNA NAME YOU JACK, AFTER JACK PUMPKINHEAD, THE MOST UNDERRATED CHARACTER IN LITERATURE.

I KEPT THE CAT HIDDEN AS LONG AS I COULD, BUT SHE CONSTANTLY ESCAPED INTO THE HALLWAY.

JACK! NO! YOU’RE GONNA GET US IN TROUBLE!

MY LANDLORD WAS A SIXTY- SOMETHING NO-NONSENSE POLISH MAN NAMED CHESTER WHO LIVED IN THE APARTMENT ABOVE ME. HE WAS ALWAYS DRUNKENLY STOMPING AROUND AND YELLING.

MOTHERFUCKER!!!

HE PRETENDED TO HAVE A MUCH MORE LIMITED UNDERSTANDING OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE THAN HE ACTUALLY DID.

HEY CHESTER, I WAS WONDERING IF YOU COULD MAYBE NOT LEAVE BAGS OF POTATOES IN THE HALL IN THE BASEMENT? THEY ATTRACT COCKROACHES.

WHAT? WHO?

HE OFTEN SCREAMED AT UPSTAIRS TENANTS FOR THE SLIGHTEST OF INFRACTIONS. I ASSUMED HE WOULD BE FURIOUS IF HE FOUND OUT ABOUT JACK.

HEY! I SAID NO MORE NOISE, MOTHERFUCKER!

BUT MUCH TO MY SURPRISE, HE BEGAN LEAVING DUSTY OLD CANS OF CAT FOOD OUTSIDE MY DOOR.

THAT’S SO SWEET OF HIM!

OH WOW, THIS FOOD IS ALMOST 20 YEARS OLD.
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BESIDES DRUNKENLY YELLING AT TENANTS, THE WORST THING CHESTER DID WAS GO THROUGH OUR TRASH AND KEEP THINGS WE’D THROWN AWAY. I WAS UNAWARE OF THIS BEHAVIOR UNTIL ONE DAY WHEN JACK ESCAPED INTO CHESTER’S LAUNDRY ROOM AND I HAD TO SNEAK IN TO RETRIEVE HER.

JACK! PSST, JACK, GET OVER HE...

WHAT THE... IS THAT THE BROKEN MUG I THREW AWAY LAST YEAR? AND IS THAT TOM’S OLD BLENDER?

BUT HE HAD A GIRLFRIEND WHO WAS EVEN WORSE THAN HE WAS.

YOU HAVE TO PUT CANS IN THE RECYCLING BIN, NOT IN THE TRASH!

BUT THAT’S NOT MY TRASH.

THESE CANS GO IN RECYCLING!!

I KNOW THEY DO, THAT’S WHERE I PUT THEM. THAT BAG YOU’RE HOLDING IS NOT MY TRASH, IT BELONGS TO SOMEONE ELSE IN THE BUILDING.

PUT CANS IN RECYCLING!!!

A FEW TIMES SHE KNOCKED ON MY DOOR...

KNOCK

KNOCK

AND WITHOUT WAITING FOR A REPLY, SHE JUST BARGED RIGHT IN.

HERE’S YOUR MAIL.

WHAT!!!
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AS SOON AS CHESTER KNEW THAT I KNEW MY APARTMENT WAS ILLEGAL, OUR RELATIONSHIP CHANGED. SINCE NEITHER OF US HAD ANY LEGAL RECOURSE SHOULD SOMETHING GO WRONG, WE FORMED AN UNSPOKEN TRUCE. I NEVER COMPLAINED ABOUT THE OVERFLOWING SINK, THE YELLING, HIS BOUNDARY-CHALLENGED GIRLFRIEND, THE OCCASIONAL BATHROOM FLOODING, OR ANY OTHER MYRIAD OF QUIRKS THE BUILDING CONTAINED, AND HE NEVER RAISED MY RENT. IT WAS A GOOD ARRANGEMENT. LIFE IN MY TINY BASEMENT APARTMENT WAS COMFORTABLE, COZY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, CHEAP AS HELL (BY NEW YORK CITY STANDARDS).

IN THE WINTER, THE SNOW PILED UP ON THE GROUND-LEVEL WINDOWS, BUT MY STUDIO WAS KEPT WARM BY EXPOSED HEATING PIPES.

CHESTER SOMETIMES GAVE ME TOMATOES FROM HIS GARDEN, WHICH WAS A NICE GESTURE.

FOR YOU.

THANK YOU! THESE LOOK LOVELY!

HOWEVER, HE PLANTED DIRECTLY INTO THE NATIVE GREENPOINT SOIL, WHICH WAS HIGHLY TOXIC DUE TO A MASSIVE OIL SPILL IN 1978.

WHAT AM I SUPPOSED TO DO WITH THESE CANCER TOMATOES?

FUCK IT, I’M GONNA EAT THEM. THERE ARE A THOUSAND OTHER THINGS THAT’LL KILL ME BEFORE THESE DO.

EVERY AUGUST, HE STRUNG UP CUCUMBER VINES OUTSIDE MY WINDOWS. IT FILLED THE STUDIO WITH A COOL GREEN LIGHT THAT WAS A WELCOME RESPITE FROM THE RELENTLESS SUMMER HEAT.
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HAVE YOU EVER HAD AN MRI BEFORE, HON?

NO, BUT I’VE HAD A C-SCAN.

AN MRI TAKES MUCH LONGER. YOU’LL BE IN THERE FOR ABOUT AN HOUR. IF THE SCAN COMES BACK IRREGULAR, YOU’LL GO IN FOR ANOTHER 20 MINUTES FOR A CONTRAST SCAN.

THIS IS GOING TO BE REALLY BORING, ISN’T IT?

JUST TRY TO RELAX AND LET YOUR MIND DRIFT, SORT OF LIKE MEDITATION. IMAGINE A COMFORTING PLACE WHERE YOU’D RATHER BE, LIKE THE BEACH, AND IT’LL BE OVER QUICKLY AND YOU’LL FEEL NICE AND RELAXED.

BZZZZ

THUNK

THUNK

THUNK
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GASP!!

ALL DONE! NOW DON’T YOU FEEL RELAXED?
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DID I REALLY JUST HAVE THE “DYING ALONE” DAYMARE BACK THERE? THAT TRITE OLD GAG ISN’T FUNNY ANYMORE, IT’S JOKED ABOUT ON EVERY FORM OF ENTERTAINMENT THAT INVOLVES A SINGLE WOMAN.

SAME WITH PEOPLE SAYING, “I CAN’T BE IN A RELATIONSHIP, I CAN’T EVEN KEEP A HOUSEPLANT ALIVE!” THAT’S JUST A BAD ANALOGY BECAUSE HOUSEPLANTS DON’T SCREAM WHEN YOU FORGET TO WATER THEM.

AT LEAST THE CAT DIDN’T EAT MY FACE OFF, THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN TOO PREDICTABLE.

LOOKS LIKE SOMEONE’S HAVING A PARTY!

WHAT?

A PARTY! YOU’RE HAVING PEOPLE OVER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE, YES?

OH, YEAH, A PARTY... WITH PEOPLE... AND FOOD AND WINE...AND... YES, THAT’S A PARTY! YEAH, FOR SURE.

JESUS CHRIST, JUST SHUT UP!

I’M GOING TO HOLE UP IN MY APARTMENT AND PRETEND IT’S NOT A HOLIDAY. IT’S JUST A REGULAR OL’ THURSDAY...

SPLAAAT

AW MAN, HOW MUCH MORE CLICHÉ CAN THIS DAY GET?!

EW, IT’S GOT CIGARETTE BUTTS IN IT.









[image: background image]

ON CHRISTMAS DAY, I WALKED TO THE ONLY OPEN LIQUOR STORE IN GREENPOINT. THE NEIGHBORHOOD WAS EERILY STILL AND QUIET. THE STREETS WERE EMPTY, THE STORES SHUTTERED. EVERYONE WAS HOME WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

NO THRU TRUCK TRAFFIC

*SIGH* THAT WAS MY LAST OPTION FOR TAKEOUT.

GOOD THING I JUST BOUGHT A NEW BLOCK OF CHEESE!

OH WOOF, IT SMELLS LIKE A THOUSAND FARTS IN HERE!

AW MAN, THE SINK BACKED UP AND OVERFLOWED AGAIN.

JUST BURY ME ALREADY.

I SPENT THE DAY (AND EVENING) DRINKING CHEAP WINE AND WATCHING BRITISH SITCOMS.

FUCK OFF, CAT, THIS IS MY CHRISTMAS CHEESE.

THE WORLD’S JUST PEOPLE WALKING AROUND, GOING INTO ROOMS AND SAYING THINGS! IT’S ALL A BIG SWIZZLE!

MY BIRTHDAY WAS FOUR DAYS LATER; IT WAS JUST A REPEAT OF THIS DAY.
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AFTER WEEKS OF WAITING FOR THE MRI RESULTS, THE PHONE FINALLY RANG.

HELLO, MISS WERTZ? MY NAME IS DR. HARMON, I’M CALLING FROM BETH ISRAEL ABOUT YOUR TEST RESULTS.

YES, HI.

THE MRI SHOWED THAT THE LUMP IN YOUR CHEST IS ACTUALLY A BROKEN BONE. MORE PRECISELY, A BONE THAT DIDN’T FUSE PROPERLY DURING THE HEALING PROCESS. YOU MUST HAVE BROKEN IT YEARS AGO.

HUH. THEN WHY WAS I FEELING SO MUCH CHEST PAIN?

WE DIDN’T FIND A REASON FOR THAT, BUT ACCORDING TO OUR TESTS, YOU’RE JUST FINE.

OKAY, THANKS. BYE.

FUCK!!!

I WAS PISSED, BECAUSE THE TRUTH WAS, I WISHED IT WAS CANCER. I WANTED -I NEEDED- SOMETHING BIG AND BEYOND MY CONTROL TO FORCE ME TO STOP DRINKING.

I JUST COULDN’T DO IT ON MY OWN.
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AFTER THE HEALTH SCARE AND THE CAT FAILED TO KEEP ME SOBER, I DECIDED TO TRY THERAPY.

I’M FINALLY DOING IT! I’M GOING TO PAY SOMEONE TO LISTEN TO ME COMPLAIN AND TALK ABOUT MYSELF FOR AN HOUR.

ACTUALLY, WHEN PUT THAT WAY, IT SOUNDS GREAT. I JUST WISH THE COMPLAINTS COULD BE ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE INSTEAD OF MYSELF.

THE LAST TIME I WAS IN THERAPY, I ENDED UP FEELING GUILTY THAT MY PROBLEMS WERE “NOT THAT BAD.”

I KNOW IT’S BAD THAT I CAN’T STOP DRINKING MYSELF TO SLEEP EVERY NIGHT, BUT SO MANY PEOPLE HAVE WAY WORSE PROBLEMS THAT AREN’T CAUSED BY THEIR OWN IDIOTIC ACTIONS.

NEXT!

THERE SHOULD BE THERAPISTS WHO SPECIALIZE IN PEOPLE WHO FEEL GUILTY ABOUT GOING TO THERAPY.

WELL, HERE GOES NOTHING; LET’S HOPE IT’S SOMETHING.









[image: background image]

MY HEALTH INSURANCE OFFERED VERY LIMITED OPTIONS FOR THERAPY. THE PLACE I CHOSE WAS MOSTLY FOR COURT-APPOINTED CLIENTS BUT WAS OPEN TO ANYONE.

HI, MY NAME IS JULIA WERTZ, I HAVE AN APPOINTMENT WITH DR. DA...

YOU’RE LATE! YOU NEED TO CALL IF YOU’RE GOING TO BE LATE!

SORRY, I...

JUST GO STAND IN THE WAITING ROOM.

STAND?

YEAH, IT’S PACKED.

HEY GIRL, YOU EVER SEEN STOP-MOTION BREAK DANCING?

I HAVEN’T. IS THAT A THING?

YEAH, I’LL SHOW YA.

WHAT’D YOU THINK?

I ACTUALLY ENJOYED THAT VERY MUCH.

I KNEW YOU’D LIKE IT. I CAN JUST TELL ABOUT THESE THINGS.

MISS WERTZ? COME WITH ME.
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HI, SORRY I’M LATE. MISS WERTZ?

YEAH, THAT’S ME, HI.

I’M DR. DAVIS. IT’S NICE TO MEET YOU.

LET’S START WITH THE BASICS. FIRST OFF, HOW OLD ARE YOU AND WHERE DO YOU LIVE?

I’M 27 AND I LIVE IN GREENPOINT IN BROOKLYN IN A BASEMENT STUDIO.

DO YOU HAVE ROOMMATES?

NOPE, I LIVE ALONE. DO THESE SEATS HAVE TO BE SO CLOSE?

IT’S JUST YOU DOWN THERE IN THE BASEMENT LIKE A LITTLE MOUSE?

HAHA, WHAT? THAT’S A WEIRD THING FOR A THERAPIST TO SAY.

IS THERE A WAY I’M SUPPOSED TO TALK?

NO, SORRY, THAT JUST SURPRISED ME IS ALL. AND WE’RE JUST ... SO...CLOSE... WE’RE ALMOST TOUCHING KNEES.

IT’S NEW YORK, MISS WERTZ, THERE’S NO ROOM FOR PERSONAL SPACE. HAVE YOU BEEN IN THERAPY BEFORE?

YEAH, A LITTLE, BUT IT DIDN’T REALLY WORK. I’M A BIT SKEPTICAL OF THERAPY IN GENERAL.
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SKEPTICAL? WHY?

I JUST THINK PSYCHOLOGY IS A PROFESSION OF FREQUENT ERROR AND THERE ARE A LOT OF BAD THERAPISTS OUT THERE. I KNOW THAT BECAUSE MY MOM’S A THERAPIST AND EVEN SHE SAYS SO.

AH, A THERAPIST’S KID. THEY CAN BE THE HARDEST TO TREAT.

YOU’RE NOT GOING TO ASK ME WHY?

NAH, I ALREADY KNOW WHY. IT’S BECAUSE WE THINK WE KNOW EVERYTHING.

AND THAT ARROGANCE CAN BE DANGEROUS.

I GUESS I SHOULD APOLOGIZE IN ADVANCE FOR MY FUTURE ARROGANCE.

NO NEED, MISS WERTZ, I’M NOT YOUR THERAPIST. I’M JUST DOING YOUR INTAKE SESSION AND I’LL ASSIGN YOU TO A THERAPIST. YOU CAN APOLOGIZE TO THEM NEXT WEEK.

ACTUALLY, HAVE YOU EVER DONE GROUP THERAPY? A LOT OF PEOPLE IN THIS PROGRAM ARE COURT MANDATED TO BE HERE AND MANY FIND THEY TEND TO PREFER THE GROUP FORMAT.

BUT I CAME HERE ON MY OWN ACCORD LOOKING FOR ONE-ON-ONE THERAPY. AND I’D PREFER TO BE ASSIGNED A FEMALE THERAPIST. AND ALSO I...

WHY DON’T YOU COME TO THE GROUP SESSION THIS THURSDAY AT THREE. I THINK YOU’D BENEFIT FROM LISTENING TO OTHER PEOPLE.
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THURSDAY, 2:50PM:

...AND NOW I HAVE TO COME TO THIS SHITHOLE AND SEE A COUNSELOR TWICE A WEEK!! IT’S FUCKIN’ BULLSHIT!

HELLO AGAIN, LITTLE LADY. YOU HERE FOR GROUP?

YEAH, IT’S MY FIR...

IT WAS FUCKING WEED, MOTHERFUCKER, WEED! I’M NOT EVEN FUCKIN’ HERE FOR ACTUAL FUCKIN’ DRUGS LIKE ALL THESE OTHER FUCKIN’ CRACKHEADS!

THAT’S WHAT I’M HERE FOR.

FOR WHAT, CRACK?

YUP. YOU?

BOOZE.

BOOZE? SHIIIIIT, THAT’S BABY STUFF. I FIGURED YOU WAS AT LEAST HERE FOR COKE OR HEROIN.

REALLY? DO I LOOK LIKE A JUNKIE?

LI’L BIT, LI’L BIT.

ALRIGHT, DOOR’S OPEN, EVERYONE COME ON IN!
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DISCLAIMER: OUT OF RESPECT FOR THE PRIVACY OF THOSE IN THE GROUP MEETING, NO FACES WILL BE SHOWN (ER, DRAWN). HOWEVER, THE DIALOGUE IS AS ACCURATE AS MY MEMORY ALLOWS.

THE OTHER DAY I WAS WALKING DOWN THE STREET AND I SAW A PET STORE SELLING SUGAR GLIDERS! YA KNOW, THEY’RE LIKE FLYING SQUIRREL RATS, BUT CUTE. I THOUGHT, ‘MAYBE I’LL GET A SUGAR GLIDER AND THAT’LL KEEP ME FROM SMOKING METH.’ SO I GOT ONE, BUT TURNS OUT THOSE MOTHERFUCKERS ARE MEAN AS HELL!

AND IT DIDN’T WORK ANYWAYS -I WAS SMOKING METH BY FRIDAY. AND I BOUGHT THAT MOTHERFUCKER ON THURSDAY! THURSDAY NIGHT.

ALL MY FRIENDS KEEP ASKING WHY I’VE BEEN SINGLE FOR SO LONG AND I JUST SAY I’M TOO BUSY WITH WORK. BUT TO BE HONEST, IT’S BECAUSE I DON’T WANT ANYONE TO SEE HOW I LIVE. OR TO HAVE ANYONE TELLING ME I NEED TO LIVE DIFFERENTLY.

I DON’T KNOW ABOUT Y’ALL, BUT I REALLY DON’T WANNA BE HERE RIGHT NOW.

I LIKE COMING HERE BECAUSE I GET TO BE HONEST INSTEAD OF TELLING EVERYONE “I’M FINE, I’M FINE,” ALL THE TIME. I’M NOT FUCKING FINE!

EVERY TIME I GO TO AN AA MEETING, I GET SO NERVOUS AND I KEEP THINKING, ‘EVERYONE IS LOOKING AT MY SHOES. I NEED NICER SHOES.’

BITCH, AIN’T NOBODY LOOKIN’ AT YOUR GODDAMN SHOES! AIN’T NOBODY GIVE A FUCK ABOUT YOUR STUPID-ASS SNEAKERS!

I KNOW THAT! I’M JUST TRYING TO EXPLAIN HOW I GET CAUGHT UP IN MY HEAD WHEN I TRY TO GO TO MEETINGS.

HONEY, I THINK YOUR SNEAKERS ARE FABULOUS!

THANKS, MARYANNE.









[image: background image]

EVERY WEEK I WAKE UP AND I’M LIKE, ‘THIS IS IT! THIS WEEK THINGS ARE GOING TO CHANGE! I’M GONNA GO TO ALL MY MEETINGS, I’M GONNA MAKE ALL THE CALLS, I’M GONNA REALLY TRY.’ AND IT WORKS. FOR ONE, MAYBE TWO DAYS. NEVER A THIRD DAY THOUGH.

I’VE BEEN PLAYING THIS GAME FOR 16 YEARS. YOU’D THINK I’D LEARN, BUT EVERY MONDAY, I’M CONVINCED IT’S THE WEEK I’LL FINALLY CHANGE. SPOILER ALERT, IT NEVER IS.

I’M IN A MOOD TODAY, SO I’M JUST GOING TO LISTEN.

SAME.

SOMETIMES I JUST WANT TO GIVE UP AND GO DRINK MYSELF TO DEATH SOMEWHERE. LIKE, WHAT’S THE POINT OF STRUGGLING SO MUCH? BUT THEN I REMEMBER, OH, RIGHT, I DON’T WANT TO DIE, BECAUSE THEN IT’S OVER. THEN THERE’S JUST...NOTHING. AND YOU CAN’T COME BACK FROM NOTHING. SO MAYBE I WON’T DRINK, AT LEAST NOT TODAY.

MARK, YOU GET THOSE SNEAKERS FROM THE GUY ON DELANCEY AND ESSEX?

NAW, JUST A STORE ON 14TH.

YA KNOW, I WAS SO FUCKIN’ MAD WHEN THE JUDGE SAID I HAD TO COME HERE, BUT SOMETIMES I FEEL SO MUCH BETTER JUST SITTING HERE AND LISTENIN’ TO Y’ALL ‘S DUMBASS PROBLEMS. LIKE, HEY, MAYBE MY SHIT AIN’T SO BAD COMPARED TO YOU STUPID ASSHOLES.

BUT YOU KNOW I LOVE Y’ALL.

ALRIGHT, WELL, ON THAT NOTE, THANKS FOR SHARING, EVERYONE.

WE HAVE A NEW PERSON WITH US TODAY, WOULD YOU CARE TO SHARE ANYTHING WITH THE GROUP? MAYBE TALK ABOUT SOMETHING WE HAVEN’T COVERED?

UH...NO, I THINK YOU GUYS PRETTY MUCH GOT IT ALL.
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BASEMENT APARTMENTS ARE ILLEGAL IN THIS PART OF GREENPOINT BECAUSE
IT’S A FLOOD ZONE. ALSO THERE'S A HIGHER RISK OF CARBON MONOXIDE AND
RADON POISONING. BUT WE SEE THESE PLACES ALL THE TIME.

(ARE YOU GONNA RAT ME OUT TO THE CITV?)

NAH, IF T DID THAT, IT'D BE MY

ENTIRE JOB. YOU JUST MAKE SURE
THE HALL STAYS (LEAR AND T'LL
SAY I DIDN'T SEE ANNTHING.

SORRY ABOUT THE INTRUSION!
NO PROBLEM! HAVE A NICE DAY!

(@
'™,

I'M Just
GONNA PRETEND
THAT NEVER
HAPPENED.

1o
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HEY GUYS, QUICK QUESTION- DOES EATING HALF A STICK OF BUTTER GIVE YOU DIARRHEA?

WHY ARE YOU ASKING THAT?

JUST ASKING FOR A FRIEND... WHO WANTS
TO KNOW WHY I HAVE DIARRHEA.

SPEAKING OF TURBULENT BOWELS, YOU GUYS WILL BE PLEASED TO
KNOW THAT NOU SUCCESSFULLY WET-WIPE SHAMED ME AFTER THAT
FATBERG ARTICLE CAME OUT. T STOPPED USING THEM AND I GOT AN
ATTACHABLE BIDET FOR MN TOILET. IT’S HORRIBLE AND SPRAYS
ICE-COLD WATER SLIGHTLY ADSACENT TO MY BUTTHOLE.

MY DREAM 1S TO HAVE ONE OF THOSE SUPER EXPENSIVE
JAPANESE BIDETS SOMEDAY. THE ONLY PART I FIND

DISTURBING 1S THE BODN TEMPERATURE SEAT. I HATE NOT

KNOWING WHERE MY BODY ENDS AND THE BOWL BEGINS.

I TOLD MY MA THAT NOT USING WET-WIPES 1S LIKE PICKING
UP POOP AND WIPING NOUR HAND WITH A DRY (LOTH, THEN
SHAKING HANDS WITH SOMEONE. SHE RESPONDED THAT “T’S
NOT THE SAME BECAUSE WE SHAKE HANDS, BUT WE DON'T

HAHAHA! SHE’S NOT WRONG.
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HOW COME TV SHOWS AND MOVIES AREN'T AFRAID TO SHOW A WOMAN HAVING DIARRHEA,
BUT THEY NEVER SHOW A SUPER GROSS PERIOD SCENE? OR REALLN ANY PERIOD SCENE.

NEAH, T WANT A WHOLE EPISODE OF THE WALKING DEAD TO JUST BE ABOVUT

HOW THE WOMEN ARE DEALING WITH THEIR PERIODS. NEVER MIND ALL THE

GRATUITOUS ZOMBIE GORE, T WANT TO SEE WOMEN WALKING THROUGH THE
WOODS FREE-BLEEDING DOWN THEIR LEGS OR USING M0SS AS TAMPONS.

B
“"!

HAVE YOU GUYS NOTICED HOW THE MOST FAMOUS FEMALE COMEDIANS EXCESSIVELN
JOKE ABOUT POOP, PERIODS, FARTS, AND SEX? I'M NOT SAYING 1T’S A BAD THING, BUT
IT FEELS LIKE WOMEN (AN'T GET TO THE TOP OF COMEDY WITROUT REING CRASS.

BUT ONCE THEN GET THERE, THEN GET CRITICIZED FOR IT.

ONCE, AT A COMICS CONVENTION, A GUY TOLD ME IT WAS A SHAME MY
WORK WAS 50 DIRTY AND IT WOULD BE BETTER IF I DIDN'T SWEAR 50 MUCH.
I WAS LIKE, 175 A SHAME YOU'RE SUCH A STUPID FUCKING CUNT.

PEOPLE DON'T REALIZE THAT “BE NICE,” “BE PRETTY,
“BE INOFFENSIVE,” ARE DRILLED INTO WOMEN'S BRAINS
FROM BIRTH AND WE WANT TO REREL AGAINST IT.

NEAH, WHEN T WAS NOUNGER, T FELT BOLD
AND BOUNDARY-PUSHING TO BE GROSS, BECAUSE
IT WAS! AND NOW 17’5 SUST WHO T AM.

A \
LS ‘ |
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Hi

THIS 1S SULIA WERTZ, I NEED TO SCHEDULE AN MRI.

SURE, LET ME JUST FIND YOU IN THE SYSTEM HERE...OKAY.. WERE PRETTY BOOKED
UP BUT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE AN OPENING NEXT THURSDAY. WOULD THAT WORK?

THURSDAY... ISN'T THAT CHRISTMAS EVE? =

C.é 0
YES, IT 1S. I CAN FIND AN OPENING

IN JANUARY IF YOU’D RATHER.

NO, NO, THAT’S FINE, GO
AHEAD AND SCHEDULE IT.

.
{
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SORRY, BUT IT HAS TO GO. IT’S TIME. ARE YOU COMING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR?

NO, I'M SORRY, T CAN'T SWING IT. T JUST HAVE TOO MUCH WORK TO GET DONE.

AW, WELL MISS YOU. WHO ARE YOUR BROTHERS
\—\_GOING TO MAKE FUN OF JF YOU'RE NOT AROUND?

YEAH, ME! IT’S FINE, I CAN HANDLE IT.
I’LL LET YOU GO NOw, I LOVE You!
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OH! DO YOU NEED A J0B? I THINK THIS TYPE OF
ART WOULD LOOK AMAZING ON MN (OMPANY'S
BROCHURE.

EXCUSE ME, DO YOU MIND IF T
ASK WHAT YOU'RE WORKING ON?

I'M DRAWING COMICS!

WE DON'T HAVE
AN ART BUDGET,
BUT IT'D BE GREAT
EXPOSURE FOR NOU!

ag
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LATER THAT MORNING, SARAH, WHO LIVED A FEW BLOCKS AWAY, STOPPED BN TO PICK ME UP ON HER
WAY TO THE STUDIO.

I \)NDERSTAND HER SKEPT\C\SM lT 1S KIND OF NUTS &
THAT SOMEONE 1S PANING US TO DRAW AND WE DON'T
AVE TO WORK AT RESTP\\)RANTS AND BARS ANNMORE. &

TRUE! WE'RE REALLN LUCKY THAT WE =
GET TO MAKE ART FOR A LIVING. =

131 _INASSAU AVE.
94-1188

=
!

WE DEFINITELY ARE, BUT
I HATE WHEN ARTISTS SAY
THEIR JOB 1S HARD OR WHEN s : EERN TIVIE
THEN WHINE ABOUT HOW LONG 5\ ¢ )
THEN WORKED ON SOMETHING. SOMEONE COMPLAINS
LIKE, “DID NOU WORK REAL ' ABOUT HOW HARD IT
HARD ON YOUR LITTLE DRAWING? IS TO MAKE ART, A
WAS THAT A TOUGH DOODLE S WAITRESS DIES.
TO FINISH ON TIME?” _
OH, FUCK OFF.
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NOOOOO! THEN WERE ALL T HAD
TO LOOK FORWARD TO THIS WEEK!

DON'T YOU HAVE
A BOOK COMING

OUT ON FRIDAY?Y

D?Ml;\LEE

COLLA N-
ADEBIMPE THE MOUSE 15 BACK]
l%‘\ IT ATE THE LEFTOVER
CHRISTMAS COOKIES.

Vi

T AM! BUT I'M ALSO FILLED WITH TREPIDATION. YOU KNOW HOW T 1S WHEN YOU
2 [ WORK REALLY HARD ON SOMETHING, YOU MOLD IT AND SHAPE IT, AND THEN BN THE TIME
YOV RELEASE |T INTO THE WORLD, YOU’RE OVER IT AND ALSO KINDA WANT TO KILL |T?

77
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IS DRINKING MAKING YOUR
HOME LIFE UNHAPPY? NES.

THINK YOU MIGHT BE
AN ALCOHOLIC? TAKE
THIS 20-QUESTION QUIZ
TO FIND OUT.

DO YOU DRINK
ALONE? NES.

DO YOU WANT A DRINK THE NEXT MORNING? NES.

DO YOU CRAVE A DRINK AT

A DEFINITE TIME DAILY? NES.
HAVE YOU EVER FELT REMORSE
AFTER DRINKING? NES.

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IN A HOSPITAL
OR INSTITUTION ON ACCOUNT OF
DRINKING? NO.

IN THE PAST YEAR, HAVE YOU CONTINVED
TO DRINK EVEN WHEN IT HAS CAUSED
PROBLEMS AT HOME OR AT WORK? NES.

DOES YOUR DRINKING MAKE
YOU CARELESS OF YOUR FAMILY’S
WELFARE? NO.

DECREASED SINCE
DRINKING? NO.

HAVE YOU EVER HAD A COMPLETE
LOS5 OF MEMORY AS A RESULT OF
DRINKING? NES.

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO [

THREE OR MORE QUESTIONS,
YOU ARE DEFINITELY AN
ALCOHOLIC AND SHOULD

CONSIDER TREATMENT.

DONE! T ONLY
ANSWERED YES TO Vb
OF 20 QUESTIONS. THAT’S
A NO FOR FOUR QUESTIONS
SO I'M FINE!
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THE QUIZ DIDN'T TELL ME ANYTHING I DIDN'T
ALREADY KNOW. T KNEw I HAD A PROBLEM;
I'D KNOWN FOR A WHILE. BUT FOR MANN YEARS
I THOUGHT I WAS DOING OKAY AS LONG AS T
DIDN'T DRINK UNTIL 5PM...

IT’S 4:58 AND I'M TOTALLY SOBER.
I'VE GOT THIS UNDER CONTROL.

> ONLY TWO
, MORE MINUTES...

IT’S FREEZING OUT HERE.
I SHOULD HAVE CALLED THE
LIQUOR STORE THAT DELIVERS.

)

FUCK! I FORGOT I WAS COOKING RICE! AT
LEAST I DIDN’T BURN THE BUILDING DOWN.

o 03 (7] (0] [0}

IF T SHOWED UP FOR WORK...

JULIA, YOU'RE LATE.

G
IF I DIDN'T DO ANNTHING THAT BAD...

I DID WHAT LAST
NIGHT?! YIKES. AT LEAST
I DIDN'T KILL ANNONE.

WHAT’S TOMORROW...NOVEMBER FIRST
AND A MONDAY? I’LL DEFINITELY BE
ABLE TO QUIT TOMORROW.
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HOW MUCH MORE?

I DUNNO, MAYBE A BOTTLE
OF WINE A NIGHT?

A WHOLE BOTTLE?

FROM A MEDICAL STANDPOINT, THAT 1S CONSIDERED EXCESSIVE ALCOHOL ABUSE. I'M CONCERNED
THAT YOU'RE SHOWING SIGNS OF LIVER 1SSUES AND NOU'RE ONLY 26. I CAN'T TELL NOU WHAT TO
DO, BUT TS MY PROFESSIONAL -AND FRANKLY MY PERSONAL- OPINION THAT YOU NEED TO QUIT

DRINKING 50 YOU'RE NOT DEAD BN 20. -

THAT’S A ¥BIT¥ DRAMATIC, DON'T YOU THINK?

i&y‘

]
T

I HIGHLY RECOMMEND YOU LOOK INTO A
TREATMENT PROGRAM. THERE ARE MANN GOOD
ONES IN THE CITN. IN FACT, THE REALIZATION
CENTER 1S 3UST UP THE STREET, T SUGGEST YOV
GO CHECK |T OUT AFTER YOU LEAVE HERE.
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FOR SENNIFER PHIPPEN AND SARAH GLIDDEN.
I LOVE YOU BOTH SO MUCH.
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ON THE DAY I TURNED 30, T FOUND MYSELF STRANDED ON A HILLSIDE
AFTER (RASHING A CAR IN THE JUNGLE ON VIEQUES ISLAND IN PUERTO RICO.
TO UNDERSTAND HOW I GOT THERE, WE NEED TO GO BACK FOUR NEARS...
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YOUR REGULAR DOCTOR 1S OUT TODAY, SO T'LL
MISS WERTZ? Hi, GO OVER NOUR RESULTS WITH YOU. LET’S SEE
T'M DR. NADIR. WHAT WE'VE GOT HERE...
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IT SANS YOUR DOCTOR ORDERED A (-5CAN FOR SHOULD T BE CONCERNED?
UNEXPLAINED CHEST PAINS, BUT THE RESULTS

WERE INCONCLUSIVE. THE SCAN DID SHOW AN -
N’T KNOw Rl NOW, BU
IRREGULARITY IN YOUR CHEST A LUMP OF SOME ke R NeEh Be RNIE Taper
KIND-BUT THE RADIOLOGIST WAS UNABLE TO Doy e ALY AP T e
PRl e DT |V D NOTHING, BUT IT’S BEST TO ERR ON
THE SIDE OF CAUTION.

I'M GOING TO
ORDER AN MRI.

SPEAKING OF CAUTION, LOOKS LIKE NOU'RE DUE FOR A FLU SHOT.

BUT I HAVEN'T GOTTEN A FLU SHOT
IN YEARS AND I'VE BEEN FINE.
7
THEN YOU'VE BEEN LUCKY. THAT’S A RISKY MOVE
CONSIDERING NEW YORKS NASTY FLU STRAINS.

NEAH, I'M REALLY
LIVIN' ON THE EDGE
OVER HERE.

THERE 1S ONE THING IN YOUR BLOOD WORK RESULTS THAT
CONCERNS ME. YOUR BILIRUBIN LEVELS ARE SLIGHTLY ELEVATED, 1S THAT NUMBER
IT_COULD BE A SIGN THAT NOUR LIVER ISN'T OPERATING AT ACCURATE?

100%. T NOTICED ON YOUR INTAKE QUESTIONNAIRE, YOU :

SAID YOU HAVE ABOUT TWO TO THREE DRINKS A NIGHT, 15

THAT RIGHT? 15 IT MAYBE MORE?
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ALL NAMES AND APPEARANCES OF INDIVIDUALS OR
ENTITIES ARE USED WITH PERMISSION. OTHER NAMES
AND APPEARANCES HAVE BEEN CHANGED TO PROTECT
THE PRIVACY OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY AND ANY
RESEMBLANCE TO SUCH 1S PURELY COINCIDENCE.
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THE NEXT MORNING!:

e(///e

HEN MA, WHAT’S UP?

JUST CHECKING IN!

I HAVEN'T HEARD FROM

YOU IN A WHILE. HOW,
ARE YOU?

SN

i

I’'M GOOD. I'M ABOUT TO HEAD TO A COFFEE SHOP TO DO SOME
WRITING, THEN TO PIZZA I1SLAND TO WORK ON ILLUSTRATIONS.

THE PIZZA WHAT?

PIZZA \SLAND. THE STUDIO I SHARE
WITH A BUNCR OF CARTOONISTS.

OH, RIGHT, T KNEW
THAT. I ALWAYS
FORGET BECAUSE 1T’

NO! YOU CAN'T DO THAT! IT’5 THE ONLN PHONE NUMBER I KNOW BY HEART!
WHAT IF T GET HIT Y A CAR AND I'M DNING IN THE STREET AND THAT NUMBER

BUT YOUR CALL WOULD GO TO A
HOUSE 3,000 MILES AWAY AND IT'D GO
STRAIGHT TO THE ANSWERING MACHINE.

AND ITLL RECORD MY DNING WISHES!






OEBPS/images/page037.jpg
THURSDAY, 2:50pm:

HELLO AGAIN, LITTLE LADM.
YOU HERE FOR GROVP?

.AND NOW I HAVE TO COME TO THIS
SHITROLE AND SEE A COUNSELOR TWICE
A WEEK! 1T’ FUCKIN' BULLSHIT!

THAT’S WHAT I'M HERE FOR.

IT WAS FUCKING WEED, MOTHERFUCKER,

WEED! I'M NOT EVEN FUCKIN' HERE FOR

ACTUAL FUCKIN’ DRUGS LIKE ALL THESE FOR WHAT, CRACK?
OTHER FUCKIN’ CRACKHEADS!

YUP. YOu?

BOOZE? SHIWIT, THAT'S BABN STUFF. T FIGURED YOU WAS AT LEAST HERE FOR COKE OR HEROIN.

REALLN? DO I LOOK LIKE A JUNKIE?

LI'L BIT, LIL BIT. ALRIGHT, DOOR’S OPEN,
EVERNONE COME ON IN!
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THE OTHER DAY T WAS WALKING DOWN THE STREET

DISCLAIMER: OUT OF AND I SAW A PET STORE SELLING SUGAR GLIDERS! YA KNOW,
RESPECT FOR THE PRIVACY THEN'RE LIKE FLNING SQUIRREL RATS, BUT CUTE. I THOUGHT,
OF THOSE IN THE GROUP 'MANBE T’LL GET A SUGAR GLIDER AND THATLL KEEP ME FROM
MEETING, NO FACES WILL SMOKING METH.” SO T GOT ONE, BUT TURNS OUT THOSE

BE SHOWN (ER, DRAWN)). MOTHERFUCKERS ARE MEAN AS HELL!

HOWEVER, THE DIALOGUE

15 AS ACCURATE AS MY
MEMORY ALLOWS,

AND 1T DIDN'T WORK ANNWAYS -I WAS
SMOKING METH BY FRIDAY. AND I BOUGHT
THAT MOTHERFUCKER ON THURSDAN!
THURSDAY NIGHT.

I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YALL,
BUT I REALLN DON'T WANNA
BE HERE RIGHT NOw.

ALL MY FRIENDS KEEP ASKING
WHY T'VE BEEN SINGLE FOR 50
LONG AND T JUST SAY I'M TOO
BUSY WITH WORK. BUT TO BE
HONEST, \T’S BECAUSE I DON'T
WANT ANYONE TO SEE HOW I
LIVE. OR TO HAVE ANNONE
TELLING ME I NEED TO LIVE
DIFFERENTLY.

T LIKE COMING HERE BECAUSE T GET TO
BE HONEST INSTEAD OF TELLING EVERNONE
“I’M FINE, I'M FINE,” ALL THE TIME. T'M

NOT FUCKING FINE!

EVERN TIME I GO TO AN AA MEETING, I GET 5O NERVOUS AND T KEEP
THINKING, ‘EVERYONE 1S LOOKING AT MY SHOES. I NEED NICER SHOES.”

BITCH, AIN'T NOBODY LOOKIN’ AT NOUR GODDAMN SHOES!
AIN'T NOBODY GIVE A FUCK ABOUT YOUR STUPID-ASS SNEAKERS!

I KNOW THAT! T'M JUST TRNING TO EXPLAIN HOW I GET
CAUGHT UP IN MY HEAD WHEN I TRN TO GO TO MEETINGS.

HONEY, T THINK YOUR SNEAKERS ARE FABULOUS!

THANKS, MARNANNE.
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EVERY WEEK T WAKE UP AND I'M LIKE, ‘THIS 1S IT!
THIS WEEK THINGS ARE GOING TO CHANGE! I'M GONNA
GO TO ALL MY MEETINGS, I'M GONNA MAKE ALL THE
CALLS, T'M GONNA REALLN TRY. AND IT WORKS. FOR
ONE, MANBE TWO DANS. NEVER A THIRD DAY THOUGH.

I'VE BEEN PLAYING THIS GAME
FOR b YEARS. YOU'D THINK I'D LEARN,
BUT EVERN MONDAY, I'M CONVINCED
IT’S THE WEEK ILL FINALLN CHANGE.
SPOILER ALERT, \T NEVER 15.

MARK, YOU GET THOSE
SNEAKERS FROM THE
GUY ON DELANCEY AND

ESSEX?

SOMETIMES T JUST WANT
TO GIVE UP AND (O DRINK
MYSELF TO DEATH SOMEWHERE.
LIKE, WHAT’S THE POINT OF
STRUGGLING SO MUCH? BUT

THEN I REMEMBER, OH, RIGHT,
I DON'T WANT TO DIE,
BECAUSE THEN IT’S OVER. THEN
THERE’S JUST..NOTHING. AND
NOU CAN'T (OME BACK FROM NAW, JUST A
NOTHING. SO MANBE T WON'T STORE ON 14TH,
DRINK, AT LEAST NOT TODAN.

ALRIGHT, WELL, ON THAT NOTE,
THANKS FOR SHARING, EVERNONE.

WE HAVE A NEW PERSON WITH US
TODAY, WOULD NOU CARE TO SHARE
ANNTRING WITH THE GROUP? MANBE
TALK ABOUT SOMETHING WE HAVEN'T

COVERED?

I'M IN A MOOD
TODAY, 50 T'M JUST
GOING TO LISTEN.

YA KNOW, T WAS 50 FUCKIN' MAD
WHEN THE JUDGE SAID I HAD TO
COME HERE, BUT SOMETIMES T FEEL
S0 MUCH BETTER JUST SITTING
HERE AND LISTENIN' TO Y'ALL'S
DUMBASS PROBLEMS. LIKE, HEY,
MANBE MY SHIT AIN'T 50 BAD
COMPARED TO YOU STUPID
ASSHOLES.

BUT YOU KNOwW
I LOVE YALL.

UH..NO, T THINK YOU GUYS
PRETTY MUCK GOT IT ALL.
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AFTER THE HEALTH SCARE AND THE CAT FAILED TO KEEP ME SOBER, T DECIDED TO TRN THERAPY.

T

I'M FINALLY DOING IT! I'M GOING TO
PAY SOMEONE TO LISTEN TO ME COMPLAIN
AND TALK ABOUT MYSELF FOR AN HOUR.

/

i

T T

BIANCAS
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ACTUALLY, WHEN PUT THAT WAY, IT SOUND5
GREAT. I JUST WISH THE COMPLAINTS COULD
BE ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE INSTEAD OF MYSELF.

’ (A

&

. E} - [
V4 7 | N

THE LAST TIME T WAS IN THERAPY,
I ENDED UP FEELING GUILTY THAT MY
PROBLEMS WERE "NOT THAT BAD.”

s j_'L
Do a

THERE SHOULD BE THERAPISTS
WHO SPECIALIZE IN PEOPLE WHO
FEEL GUILTY ABOUT GOING TO
THERAPY.

e~

Winm U e,

I KNOW IT’S BAD THAT I CAN'T STOP DRINKING
MYSELF TO SLEEP EVERN NIGHT, BUT S0 MANY
PEOPLE HAVE WAY WORSE PROBLEMS THAT
AREN’T CAUSED BY THEIR OWN IDIOTIC
ACTIONS.
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MY HEALTH INSURANCE OFFERED VERN LIMITED
OPTIONS FOR THERAPY. THE PLACE T CHOSE WAS
MOSTLY FOR COURT-APPOINTED (LIENTS BUT WAS
OPEN TO ANYNONE.
HI; MY NAME 1S JULIA WERTZ, T HAVE
AN APPOINTMENT WITH DR. DA...

NYOU'RE LATE! YOU NEED TO CALL
IF YOU'RE GOING TO BE LATE!

JUST GO STAND IN
THE WAITING ROOM.

NEAH, 1T’S PACKED.

HEY GIRL, YOU EVER SEEN
STOP-MOTION BREAK DANCING?

I HAVEN'T. IS
THAT A THING?

NEAH, T'LL SHOW YA.

I KNEW YOU'D LIKE IT. I CAN
JUST TELL ABOUT THESE THINGS.
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HI, SORRY I’M LATE. MISS WERTZ?

I'M DR. DAVIS. IT'S
NICE TO MEET NOU.

DO YOU HAVE ROOMMATES?

NOPE, T LIVE ALONE.
DO THESE SENTS HAVE
TO BE S0 CLOSE?

LET’S START WITH THE BASICS. FIRST OFF, HOW

OLD ARE YOU AND WHERE DO YOU LIVE?

I'M 27 AND I LIVE IN
GREENPOINT IN BROOKLNN
IN A BASEMENT STUDIO.

IT’S SUST YOU DOWN THERE IN THE
BASEMENT LIKE A LITTLE MOUSE?

IS THERE A WAY I'M
SUPPOSED TO TALK?

NO, SORRY, THAT 3UST SURPRISED ME IS ALL. AND WE'R
JUST ... SO...CLOSE... WE'RE ALMOST TOUCHING KNEES.

IT’S NEW YORK, MI55 WERTZ, THERE'S NO ROOM F%@

PERSONAL SPACE. HAVE YOU BEEN IN THERAPY BEFORE?

NEAH, A LITTLE, BUT IT DIDN'T REALLN WORK.
I'M A BIT SKEPTICAL OF THERAPY IN GENERAL.
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I JUST THINK PSNCHOLOGN 1S A PROFESSION OF

FREQUENT ERROR AND THERE ARE A LOT OF BAD
THERAPISTS OUT THERE. T KNOW THAT BECAVSE
MY MOM’S A THERAPIST AND EVEN SHE SAYS SO.

AH, A THERAPIST'S KID. THEN

CAN BE THE HARDEST TO TREAT.

NO NEED, MISS WERTZ,
I'M NOT YOUR THERAPIST.
I'M JUST DOING NOUR
INTAKE SESSION AND T'LL
ASSIGN YOU TO A THERAPIST.
NOU CAN APOLOGIZE TO
THEM NEXT WEEK.

ACTUALLY, HAVE YOU EVER
DONE GROUP THERAPY? A
LOT OF PEOPLE IN THIS
PROGRAM ARE COURT
MANDATED TO BE HERE
AND MANY FIND THEN
TEND TO PREFER THE
GROUP FORMAT.

BUT I CAME HERE ON MN OWN ACCORD LOOKING
FOR ONE-ON-ONE THERAPY. AND I'D PREFER TO BE
ASSIGNED A FEMALE THERAPIST. AND ALSO I...

WHY DON'T NOU COME TO THE GROUP SESSION
THIS THURSDAY AT THREE. T THINK YOU'D
BENEFIT FROM LISTENING TO OTHER PEOPLE.

—/
2

o

l
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IN THE WINTER, THE SNOW PILED UP ON THE

GROUND-LEVEL WINDOWS, BUT MY STUDIO WAS
(i SOON PonCHEDNER BPEVL THAT T ITNED KEPT WARM BY EXPOSED HEATING PIPES.

MY APARTMENT WAS ILLEGAL, OUR RELA-
TIONSHIP CHANGED. SINCE NEITHER OF VS
HAD ANY LEGAL RECOURSE SHOULD SOME-
THING GO WRONG, WE FORMED AN
UNSPOKEN TRUCE. T NEVER COMPLAINED
ABOUT THE OVERFLOWING SINK, THE
NELLING, HIS BOUNDARY-CHALLENGED
GIRLFRIEND, THE OCCASIONAL BATHROOM
FLOODING, OR ANY OTHER MNRIAD OF
QUIRKS THE BUILDING CONTAINED, AND
HE NEVER RAISED MY RENT. IT WAS A
GOOD ARRANGEMENT. LIFE IN MN TINY q
BASEMENT APARTMENT WAS COMFORTARBLE, _“
COZN, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, CHEAP AS
)

HELL (BY NEW YORK (ITY STANDARDS). 1}‘*[ :
CHESTER SOMETIMES GAVE ME TOMATOES FROM
HIS GARDEN, WHICH WAS A NICE GESTURE.

THANK YOu!
THESE LOOK LOVELY!

HOWEVER, HE PLANTED DIRECTLY INTO THE NATIVE
GREENPOINT SOIL, WHICH WAS HIGHLY TOXIC DUE
TO A MASSIVE OIL SPILL IN Va8,

WHAT AM T SUPPOSED TO DO
WITH THESE CANCER TOMATOES?

FUCK IT, T'M GONNA
EAT THEM. THERE ARE
A THOUSAND OTHER

THINGS THAT'LL KILL ME

BEFORE THESE DO.

EVERN AUGUST, HE STRUNG UP CUCUMBER VINES OUTSIDE MY WINDOWS. \T FILLED THE STUDIO WITH
A COOL GREEN LIGHT THAT WAS A WELCOME RESPITE FROM THE RELENTLESS SUMMER HEAT.

7~
X
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HAVE YOU EVER HAD AN MRI BEFORE, HON?

NO, BUT I'VE
HAD A C-SCAN.

JUST TRY TO RELAX AND LET YOUR MIND DRIFT,
SORT OF LIKE MEDITATION. IMAGINE A
COMFORTING PLACE WHERE YOU'D RATHER BE,
LIKE THE BEACH, AND |T'LL BE OVER QUICKLY
AND NOULL FEEL NICE AND RELAXED.

AN MRI TAKES MUCH LONGER. YOU'LL BE IN
THERE FOR ABOUT AN HOUR. |\F THE SCAN (OMES
BACK IRREGULAR, YOU'LL GO IN FOR ANOTHER
20 MINUTES FOR A CONTRAST SCAN.

THIS 1S GOING TO BE
REALLN BORING, \SN'T IT?
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DID I REALLY SUST HAVE THE “DYING ALONE” DAYMARE BACK THERE? YU+
THAT TRITE OLD GAG ISN'T FUNNY ANYMORE, IT'S JOKED ABOUT ON /
EVERY FORM OF ENTERTAINMENT THAT INVOLVES A SINGLE WOMAN. 8 i

i

SAME WITH PEOPLE SAYING, “I CAN'T BE IN A RELATIONSHIR, I CAN'T
EVEN KEEP A HOUSEPLANT ALIVE!” THAT’S JUST A BAD ANALOGY BECAUSE
HOUSEPLANTS DON’T SCREAM WHEN YOU FORGET TO WATER THEM.

LIAN FA GENERAL OI AT LEAST THE CAT DIDN’'T EAT MY FACE OFF,

Q »
AN PR DENERRL 2ol THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN TOO PREDICTABLE. & LIQUG
2 b 4 - Y 4
Va 7 ‘ 7]
4 / | BIAE =7 42 @
W 0 -y dim g - 7 i W7
@ SALE / ¢ ¥
) 00 G 4 & n 1l :
/ // )1 a / ’ mi = y

OH, YEAH, A PARTY... WITH PEOPLE...
AND FOOD AND WINE...AND...NES, THAT'S
A PARTY! YEAH, FOR SURE.

A PARTY! YOU'RE HAVING PEOPLE
OVER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE, YES?

4
pete
S
ROBRE
L

4
o

I’M GOING TO HOLE UP IN MY
APARTMENT AND PRETEND
IT’S NOT A HOLIDAY. IT’S SUST

A REGULAR OL” THURSDAY... I

AW MAN, HOW MUCH
MORE CLICHE CAN
THIS DAY GET?!

EW, ITS GOT
CIGARETTE
BUTTS IN IT.
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OVER THE YEARS, I TRIED VARIOUS METHODS OF
“BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION,” SUCH AS CONTROLLED
DRINKING.

I’LL JUST DRINK
THIS ONE BOTTLE OF
WINE LIKE A LADY.

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED THE
POSSIBILITY THAT NOU MIGHT HAVE A
DRINKING PROBLEM?

THIS 1SN'T GONNA
WORK FOR ME. IT’5, UH, THE
COMMUTE 1S TOO LONG.

&
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5

SOMETIMES I FANTASIZED THAT THE ANSWER
WOULD COME FROM AN OUTSIDE SOURCE, LIKE IF
I FELL THROUGH A SUBWAY GRATE...
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I GAVE COMPLETE ABSTINENCE A SHOT A FEW
TIMES, BUT IT NEVER LASTED MORE THAN A
DAY OR TWO.

FUCK THIS NOISE, I NEED TO DRINK "//
BECAUSE I NEED TO SLEEP* /
oS e B i D i) 2 Vo iR VG i //

%
//‘/

%

g

*COULD NEVER FALL ASLEEP SOBER, OR EVEN

'l/'
Y 7/;,.//////@%

I READ COUNTLESS BOOKS ABOUT RECOVERY
AND THE SCIENCE OF ADDICTION. T'M NOT SURE

IF T WAS LOOKING FOR A SOLUTION, OR JUST DATA
MINING, BUT EITHER WAY, THE BOOKS HAD NO
EFFECT ON MY BEHAVIOR.

THIS DOESN'T EVEN

SOUND THAT BAD, AND

THEN GOT TO WRITE A

WHOLE BOOK. ABOUT 1T?
I COULD DO THAT.
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s
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I'M IN MY 207, I SHOULD
KNOW HOW TO TAKE BETTER
CARE OF MYSELF BY Now.

I KNOW, ILL GET A CAT/ I'M
A LONELY, SINGLE FEMALE WHO
WEARS SWEATERS AND DRINKS
TEA, IT’S A WONDER I DON'T
ALREADY HAVE ONE. OR FIVE.

WO HOURS

HM... THIS ONE
SOUNDS GOOD.
HERE YOU GO.
KITTEN, FOUR WEEKS
OLD, HOUSE TRAINED.
WILL DELIVER FROM
CONEY ISLAND.

i\ fi’l’; -
N\ '//‘ '

CRUSHING THE KITTEN IN A
DRUNKEN STUPOR.

I GOT IT INTO MY HEAD THAT IF
I DRANK, I MIGHT ROLL OVER
AND CRUSH HER IN MN SLEEP
HAVING THIS LITTLE THING

AROUND WILL DEFINITELY KEEP
ME SOBER. I'M CURED!
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I KEPT THE CAT HIDDEN AS LONG AS T COULD, BUT
SHE CONSTANTLY ESCAPED INTO THE HALLWAY.
JACK! NO! YOU'RE GONNA

GET VS IN TROUBLE!

MY LEASE STATED “NO PETS,” BUT NOW THAT I
KNEW MY APARTMENT WAS ILLEGAL, I KNEW
THE LEASE WAS INVALID.

T'M GONNA NAME
YOU JACK, AFTER
IACK PUMPKINHEAD,
THE MOST UNDER-
RATED (HARACTER
IN LITERATURE.

OME A o NONEE ot poLisw | HE PRETENDED TO HAVE A MUCH MORE LIMITED UNDERSTANDING
MAN NAMED CHESTER WHO LIVED OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE THAN HE ACTUALLY DID.

HEN CHESTER, T WAS WONDERING IF YOU COULD
Al -
RS PLWAIS DRUNKENLY STOMP= | MAYBE NOT LEAVE BAGS OF POTATOES IN THE HALL
- IN THE BASEMENT? THEN ATTRACT COCKROACHES.

HE OFTEN SCREAMED AT UPSTAIRS TENANTS FOR
THE SLIGHTEST OF INFRACTIONS. T ASSUMED HE
WOULD BE FURIOUS IF HE FOUND OUT ABOUT JACK.

OH Wow, THIS\f
FOOD 15 ALMOST
20 NEARS OLD.

H-
V7777,

S\
2222222, 2
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BESIDES DRUNKENLN YELLING AT TENANTS, THE WORST THING WHAT THE... IS THAT THE
CHESTER DID WAS GO THROUGH OUR TRASH AND KEEP THINGS WE'D | BROKEN MUG I THREW AWAY
THROWN AWAY. T WAS UNAWARE OF THIS BEHAVIOR UNTIL ONE LAST YEAR? AND IS THAT TOM’S
DAY WHEN JACK ESCAPED INTO CHESTER’S LAUNDRY ROOM AND I
HAD TO SNEAK IN TO RETRIEVE HER.

I KNOW THEY DO, THAT'S WHERE T PUT THEM.
THAT BAG NOU'RE HOLDING 15 NOT MY TRASH, IT
BELONGS TO SOMEONE ELSE \N THE BUILDING. l"l

PUT CANS IN RECYCLING!!! 2 7 "’/"
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ON CHRISTMAS DAY, T WALKED TO THE ONLY OPEN LIQUOR STORE IN GREENPOINT. THE NEIGHBORHOOD
WAS EERILY STILL AND QUIET. THE STREETS WERE EMPTY, THE STORES SHUTTERED. EVERNONE WAS

HOME WITH FAMILN AND FRIENDS.
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GOOD THING I JUST BOUGHT
A NEW BLOCK OF CHEESE!

OH WOOF, 1T SMELLS LIKE A
THOUSAND FARTS IN HERE!

Sl

AW MAN, THE SINK BACKED
UP AND OVERFLOWED AGAIN.

0

T SPENT THE DAY (AND EVENING) DRINKING CHEAP
WINE AND WATCHING BRITISH SITCOMS.

FUCK OFF, CAT, THIS 1S
MY CHRISTMAS CHEESE.

THE WORLD'S JUST
PEOPLE WALKING AROUND,
GOING INTO ROOMS AND
SAYING THINGS! IT’S ALL

=

=

A BIG SWIZZLE!

MY BIRTHDAY WAS
B | FOUR DAYS LATER,
IT WAS JUST A

REPEAT OF THIS DAY.
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AFTER WEEKS OF WAITING FOR THE
MRI RESULTS, THE PHONE FINALLY
RANG.

THE MRI SHOWED THAT THE LUMP IN YOUR CHEST IS ACTUALLY
A BROKEN BONE. MORE PRECISELY, A BONE THAT DIDN'T FUSE
PROPERLY DURING THE HEALING PROCESS. YOU MUST HAVE
BROKEN IT YEARS AGO.

HELLO, MISS WERTZ? MY NAME IS
DR. HARMON, I'M CALLING FROM
BETH ISRAEL ABOUT YOUR TEST
RESULTS.

HUH. THEN WHY WAS T
FEELING SO MUCH CHEST PAIN?

WE DIDN'T FIND A REASON
FOR THAT, BUT ACCORDING TO
OUR TESTS, YOU'RE JUST FINE.

T WAS PISSED, BECAUSE THE TRUTH WAS, T

WISHED IT WAS (ANCER. T WANTED -T NEEDED-| [~ yiv- =
SOMETHING BIG AND BEYOND MY CONTROL TO | ez S

FORCE ME TO STOP DRINKING. N
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