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DISCOVER WASHINGTON DC



Oh, you’re from Washington DC? It’s changed so much. It’s gotten so cool.


This common trope is pushed by residents, those who’ve come and gone and everyone whose kid interned on Capitol Hill, by media and Hollywood and glossy travel magazines and the Michelin Guide. Waxing poetic about the newest starred fusion restaurant where you can’t get a reservation, or off-the-beaten-path gallery in a “redeveloped” neighborhood far from the tourist drags, is a sign you’re a tastemaker, that you’re in the know.


It misses the point—and it’s not true.


To say new, slick, high-tech concert venues and galleries and museums have made Washington DC a cultural center brushes aside the capital’s rich history as a center of black theater and jazz before Harlem and Motown, of performance halls and parks and churches that have witnessed world-changing events. And sure, there are more restaurants now, but Washington’s always had a unique flavor, a blend of soul food and Ethiopian and sizzling Chesapeake Bay seafood served in the backrooms of classic steakhouses where history was made over martinis. And yes, celebrity chefs and slick shopping developments and scores of social media influencers have brought revenue and new visitors, but they’ll never, ever be as influential as former residents like Frederick Douglass, Duke Ellington, Toni Morrison, Eleanor Roosevelt, Marvin Gaye, Langston Hughes, Katharine Graham, and José Andrés.


Never mind the intoxicating political intrigue, which has drawn so many to the capital, and enticed them to stay, not because they don’t want to live anywhere else, but because they truly can’t imagine a life without that pulse.


Yes, Washington’s changed so much—it changes every four years. But it’s always been cool, in its own way. And no matter which way the political winds blow, it always will be.
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18th Street in Adams Morgan







[image: image]


Georgetown and Foggy Bottom
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Women’s March on Washington
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Smithsonian Institution
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Senate office building
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Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial








10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Stroll the National Mall: Get up close and personal with monuments—and see if you can spot the tiniest monument on the National Mall.
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2 Walk the Halls of Power: Ask your Member of Congress for a tour of the U.S. Capitol Building.
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3 Experience the Magnitude of the Washington Monument: Visit the tallest structure in the city then ride the elevator to the top.
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4 See the Lincoln Memorial at Night: After the crowds have dispersed, the interior monument light casts a dramatic glow on the Great Emancipator.
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5 Admire the Cherry Blossoms: Spring in DC means an explosion of cherry blossoms. Brave the crowds at the Tidal Basin to rent a paddleboat during the National Cherry Blossom Festival.
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6 Take a Memorable Selfie: Make your friends jealous with a photo outside the White House.
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7 Walk in the Footsteps of Frederick Douglass: Visit the historic site of one of the country’s most important abolitionists, where he lived during the end of his life.
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8 Visit the Smithsonian Institution Museums and Galleries: Find the Star-Spangled Banner, the Hope Diamond, Chuck Berry’s red Cadillac, and a real lunar module at the Smithsonian Institution’s museums and galleries.
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9 Pay Your Respects at Arlington National Cemetery: Visit the Tomb of the Unknown Solider and JFK’s gravesite.
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10 Become a Washington Insider: Partake in happy hour in a Capitol Hill pub or a posh cocktail bar—and keep your ears open for political gossip.








EXPLORE WASHINGTON DC



THE BEST OF WASHINGTON DC


History, politics, power—and the world’s best free museums. To experience the best of Washington DC in a few days, stay downtown in a hotel like Penn Quarter’s Hotel Monaco, a short walk or just a few Metro stops away from the halls of power and the best restaurants and nightlife. You don’t need a car; everything in this itinerary is accessible by Metro, a taxi or ride-share, or walking.


DAY 1: DOWNTOWN, PENN QUARTER, AND CAPITOL HILL


Start your day at Pete’s Diner, one block from the U.S. Capitol. You’ll be joined by Hill staffers and perhaps a few lawmakers; former Speaker of the House John Boehner famously had eggs and coffee here almost every day.


Public Transit: To get from downtown/Penn Quarter to the U.S. Capitol, take the Metro Blue, Orange, or Silver Line from Metro Center to Capitol South.


Head west on Independence Avenue SE to the U.S. Capitol. You can explore the grounds and see the imposing dome from every angle; get a spectacular up-close selfie on the west side. No matter how many times you’ve seen photos—or passed by on your way to work—it’s always awe-inspiring. If you’d like a tour, reserve one in advance via the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center or through your member of Congress; same-day passes are sometimes available at the information desk on the visitor center’s lower level, but don’t count on it. The visitor center has public exhibits about the Capitol and Congress, as well as a gift shop.
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U.S. Capitol







BEST VIEWS


U.S. CAPITOL DOME


It’s not easy to get a tour of the Capitol building’s dome, but it’s worth the trouble. You’ll have to plan in advance—and perhaps have a close connection in your member of Congress’s office—to climb the winding staircase to see the amazing view from the exterior walkway.


FREDERICK DOUGLASS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE


The abolitionist spent the last years of his life at his Anacostia mansion, perched on a 51-foot hill offering expansive views all the way to the U.S. Capitol.


POV


The posh rooftop bar and lounge at the W Hotel overlooks the White House—though you’ll pay dearly for the only-in-Washington view, especially if you want a preferred table on the edge.


TOP OF THE GATE


The Watergate Hotel’s huge rooftop bar has 360-degree views, including the Washington Monument, Pentagon, Georgetown, and Potomac River.





Across from the visitor center entrance on 1st Street, get a glimpse of the Library of Congress and the Supreme Court of the United States. If you did not take a Capitol tour, you’ll have time before lunch to pop inside the United States Botanic Garden, a hidden gem on the Capitol grounds full of thousands upon thousands of plant specimens from around the world.


For lunch, go to Eastern Market on 7th Street SE between C Street NE and North Carolina Avenue SE, 15 minutes from the Capitol by foot. The crab cake at Market Lunch, the casual counter inside the main market building, is one of the best in DC, but if you prefer finer dining, try Acqua Al 2 across the street. On the weekend, people-watch and shop for local, DC-inspired artwork at the outdoor market; on weekdays, drop by Bullfeathers back at 1st Street and D Street for happy hour and political gossip.


Public Transit: To get from Eastern Market to downtown/Penn Quarter, take the Metro Blue, Orange, or Silver Line from Eastern Market to Metro Center.


Celebrate your first night in the city with the seafood tower at Old Ebbitt Grill. Before you sit down, however, detour one block past the restaurant to see the White House and Lafayette Square during the golden hour. End with a nightcap at the historic Round Robin Bar at the Willard InterContinental.



DAY 2: NATIONAL MALL



If you have tickets to the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture, grab coffee at Compass Coffee on 7th and F Streets NW, then beeline to the museum to be in line a few minutes before your entry time. You’ll need the better part of a day to see everything, but it’s worth it; start in the basement and work your way up, then have lunch at Sweet Home Café before the pop culture exhibits.


Public Transit: To get from downtown/Penn Quarter to the National Mall, simply walk south on 7th Street or 9th Street to Constitution Avenue. It’s 10-20 minutes by foot to the major museums.


If you didn’t get tickets, the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History and National Air and Space Museum are the other must-see museums. If you try to do both, don’t miss the Star-Spangled Banner and first ladies’ dresses at the former and, of course, the spaceships at the latter. Mitsitam Native Foods Café at the National Museum of the American Indian is a good option for lunch.


You can stay in the museums if you have foul weather, but otherwise, explore the memorials on the National Mall. Follow the walking tour to hit the Washington Monument, Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, Thomas Jefferson Memorial, and Tidal Basin.




BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING


LAFAYETTE SQUARE


The park on the north side of the White House is a popular gathering spot for tourists and protesters alike.


DUPONT CIRCLE


The park at the center of the traffic circle draws all kinds of people to read the paper, picnic, exercise, sunbathe, play chess on the permanent boards—and even get married.


THE PALM


This famous steakhouse is frankly better for the people-watching than the food, especially during the lunch hour, when the Washington VIPs whose faces are painted on the walls pack the tables.


MERIDIAN HILL PARK


This historic park is a prime spot for impromptu soccer games, engagement photo shoots, or just relaxing on a blanket. Since the 1970s, every Sunday afternoon around 3pm a drum circle has drawn musicians, dancers, and a crowd of spectators.





Public Transit: To get from the memorials on the southwest side of the Mall back to downtown/Penn Quarter, take the Metro Green or Yellow Line from L’Enfant Plaza to Gallery Pl-Chinatown.


Relax before a late dinner at Jaleo, the José Andrés Spanish restaurant that ignited the nation’s tapas obsession. After, grab a taxi or ride-share to the Lincoln Memorial, which absolutely must be seen at night.



DAY 3: NATIONAL MALL, U STREET, AND SHAW



Start the day at the National Gallery of Art. If you didn’t have breakfast, grab coffee and a pastry in the Pavilion Café in the Sculpture Garden. There’s something for every art lover here: Choose the West Building for the French Impressionists and Da Vinci’s only painting on view in the United States, or the East Building for modern art.


When you get hungry, head to CityCenterDC, where you can parse the works over leisurely brunch or lunch at Centrolina or DBGB Kitchen & Bar, or grab a healthy juice at Fruitive. Enjoy an afternoon of window shopping the luxury stores, or walk about 15 minutes south to the National Archives Museum to see the Declaration of Independence and U.S. Constitution in a new light.


Public Transit: To get from downtown/Penn Quarter to U Street/Shaw, take the Metro Green or Yellow Line from Gallery Place-Chinatown to U Street/African-Amer Civil War Memorial/Cardozo, or grab a taxi/ride-share.


Spend the evening in U Street and Shaw, DC’s nightlife hub, bustling with trendy restaurants, cocktail and wine bars, and dance clubs. This is the neighborhood to try Ethiopian food—the Washington area has the largest Ethiopian population in the United States, and restaurants here include Dukem Ethiopian Restaurant and the more upscale Chercher. For the definitive DC nightlife experience, catch a show at the 9:30 Club, followed by a late-night half-smoke (a spicy half-pork/half-beef sausage, served on a bun and smothered in chili) at the famous Ben’s Chili Bowl.




With More Time


You could spend days—weeks—touring DC’s museums and memorials, and if you’re visiting for more than a few days, it’s worth choosing one or two museums to explore at a more leisurely pace.


With more time, spend a morning in Dupont Circle. Take your coffee in the park at the center of the circle, a great spot to people-watch among locals, and meander to Kramerbooks, one of DC’s essential bookstores, stocking top fiction and nonfiction, including the latest political tomes. The Phillips Collection, the country’s first modern art museum, is worth a few hours.


Spend an afternoon in Georgetown, shopping top brands on the brick-lined streets or, in exceptionally beautiful weather, renting a boat on the Potomac River. Enjoy a predinner drink at one of the neighborhood’s stylish hotels—The Lounge at Bourbon Steak at the Four Seasons has good cocktails and people-watching—before dinner at Fiola Mare, where you should ask for a table in the see-and-be-seen dining room for some of the best Italian seafood in the city.


Before you go, make time for a performance, because DC has a vibrant theater scene on par with the world capitals. Get tickets for anything at The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts before your Georgetown dinner, or better yet, see a thought-provoking new play at the Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company in Penn Quarter or Studio Theatre in Logan Circle.






THE CITY WITH KIDS



Washington DC is a wonderful city to visit with children, with a plethora of interactive museums and easy-to-use public transportation. And parents won’t feel like they’re missing out, because the top museums and attractions for kids are among the top museums and attractions in the city, period.


There are lots of family-friendly hotels, but two stand out. Steps from the Smithsonian’s National Zoo and the Metro Red Line, the Omni Shoreham Hotel is a quiet hideaway with an outdoor pool and children’s amenities; if you want to be closer to the National Mall, the Mandarin Oriental is a surprisingly kid-friendly choice, with a peaceful spa for tired parents.


DAY 1


Whether you have dinosaur-loving toddlers or hard-to-please teens, the museums and memorials are sure to wow the entire family. Head to Union Station for breakfast at one of the many quick-serve restaurants, then pick up the DC Ducks tour out front to see the major sights, including the Washington Monument, White House, and Thomas Jefferson Memorial by land and water. The 90-minute tour will take you back to Union Station, from where you can walk to the National Mall by heading southeast on Louisiana Avenue past the U.S. Capitol and Reflecting Pool, or catch the DC Circulator.
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Union Station







CAPITAL BY DESIGN


Architecture lovers should first fly into Dulles International Airport in Virginia. The main terminal, designed by Eero Saarinen, evokes flight. Here are just a few of the architectural highlights of the city:


UNION STATION


The city’s major railroad station was designed by Daniel Burnham, architect of New York’s Flatiron Building. Don’t miss the restored Main Hall with soaring granite arches.


WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL


The imposing, neo-Gothic cathedral is an architectural delight, with 215 stained glass windows and 112 unique gargoyles.


HIRSHHORN MUSEUM


The circular contemporary art museum is a striking work of art itself, designed by Gordon Bunshaft.


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART EAST BUILDING


Reopened in 2016 following an extensive renovation, the gallery’s modern art wing was designed by I. M. Pei.


MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. MEMORIAL LIBRARY


Completed in 1972, DC’s flagship library was Mies van der Rohe’s last building.





Public Transit: The Metro Red Line goes directly to Union Station, where you can walk to the National Mall and Capitol Hill. The DC Circulator National Mall route goes from Union Station to the National Mall; take the bus in the direction of Lincoln Memorial.


The National Museum of Natural History is a good choice no matter your kids’ interests, with dinosaurs, mummies, and sparkling gems, as is the National Air and Space Museum, with amazing aircraft and spacecraft. When hunger pangs strike, skip McDonald’s at the latter; the Natural History Museum has a standard food court, with burgers, pizza, and barbecue, or if you’re feeling adventurous, try Mitsitam Native Foods Café at the National Museum of the American Indian. Food trucks often cluster on Constitution Avenue around 15th Street and 17th Street. Round out the day in another museum, or head to the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, a kid favorite with larger-than-life statues and waterfalls.
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National Air and Space Museum





Public Transit: To get from the National Mall to Capitol Hill, take the Metro Blue, Orange, or Silver Line from Smithsonian to Capitol South. If you’re closer to the FDR Memorial, you can catch the DC Circulator National Mall route from the Lincoln Memorial toward Union Station four stops to Jefferson Drive and 12th Street, then transfer to Metro.


After a long day of sightseeing, have a casual dinner at Good Stuff Eatery or We, the Pizza on Capitol Hill, serving inexpensive, tasty, kid-approved food with local, farm-raised ingredients (and adult beverages for you). You can walk by the U.S. Capitol illuminated in the evening before turning in.


DAY 2


After breakfast at your hotel, head to The White House. You can get a good look, and teach your kids a lesson about the freedom of assembly, from Lafayette Square, where you may see (calm, peaceful) protesters on any given day. The White House Visitor Center is open to the public daily, though more suitable for older children.


Public Transit: The Metro stations closest to the White House are Farragut West and McPherson Square, serving the Blue, Orange, and Silver Lines; you can transfer from the Red Line at Metro Center or walk from Farragut North.


A few blocks away, you’ll find several good lunch options, including the bustling Old Ebbitt Grill, which has an expansive menu that will satisfy even picky eaters, or Astro Doughnuts and Fried Chicken, a fast-casual spot for yummy fried treats. After lunch, visit the highly interactive International Spy Museum, which has lots of flashy, fun exhibits about free speech and major news events, or take older children to learn about the past at the National Archives Museum or the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. If you’re visiting during the holiday season, the magical production of A Christmas Carol at Ford’s Theatre will appeal to children of all ages, and children at heart.
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International Spy Museum





For dinner, the energetic Jaleo is a good restaurant to introduce the family to tapas, especially if you can get one of the glass-topped foosball tables; after all, pan con tomate (grilled bread with tomato), patatas bravas (fried potatoes), and croquetas de pollo (chicken croquettes) are Spanish riffs on kid palate pleasers, and parents can kick back with refreshing gin and tonics or a pitcher of sangria in the famous hot spot.


DAY 3


Start your day in Upper Northwest at Open City, which serves breakfast all day, plus sandwiches, salads, pizza, and a full bar in a casual, family-filled diner. From there, it’s a half-mile, 10-minute walk up Connecticut Avenue to the main entrance of Smithsonian’s National Zoo. There’s tons to explore: the great ape house, grand cats, and lots of indigenous American beasts, like bald eagles and chipper California sea lions. The zoo has a train and carousel, as well.
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Open City





Public Transit: The Metro stations closest to the zoo are Woodley Park-Zoo/Adams Morgan and Cleveland Park, serving the Red Line. The main entrance is about the same distance from both stations, but it’s an uphill walk from the former and a flat walk from the latter.


After relaxing at your hotel, get a taxi or ride-share to Cathedral Heights to see if you can find the Darth Vader gargoyle at the Washington National Cathedral, before enjoying D.O.C.-certified pizza at family favorite 2 Amys, one of the city’s best pizza joints.


DAY 4


If time permits, the day trip to George Washington’s home, Mount Vernon, is a fantastic family outing, no car required, where you can learn about Washington and how he lived. When visiting with children, don’t miss the farm and the 4-D film about life during the American Revolution; the estate frequently hosts story hours and special holiday events.


The best route from DC is by boat; you can take the Spirit of Washington river cruise from the Southwest Waterfront directly to Mount Vernon from March to October. It’s also reachable by car/taxi or public transportation (see the Day Trips chapter for details). Detour through Old Town Alexandria on the way back to DC for dinner on the waterfront.



PLAYING POLITICS



Whether you have a pet issue you want to discuss, or simply want to say hello, you, too, can play lobbyist for a day and visit your member of Congress. Afterward, see the city like the VIPs do.


MORNING


If you want to say hello to your senator or representative, visit their website to get the office location and hours; some host weekly or monthly meet-and-greets for constituents, while others explicitly welcome you to drop by when you’re in Washington. Regardless, Senate and House office buildings are open to the public, and anyone, including international visitors, is free to visit even without an appointment, though there’s no guarantee the representative will be available.


If you have a specific issue or bill you want to discuss, contact the office to see if you can arrange a 15-minute meeting with the member or relevant staffer. If you get a meeting, here are some tips from the pro lobbyists: First, make a clear “ask”—such as how you want them to vote on a bill. If possible, bring a one-page document or other materials with facts to make your case. You may get a vague answer, but follow up with a thank you note. And keep in mind House representatives will be easier to meet than, say, a senator or someone in a leadership position.


If you contact the office in advance, they can arrange a U.S. Capitol tour led by an intern, as well as tours of the White House, Pentagon, and other major sights.
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view of the White House from Lafayette Square







BEST FOR PATRIOTIC PRIDE


THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER


See the original flag that inspired Francis Scott Key to pen the national anthem in the National Museum of American History.


NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM


See the results of America’s race to the moon in this must-see museum.


THE WHITE HOUSE


No matter who’s in charge, it’s impossible not to feel a swell of patriotic pride when you pass by the White House. You’ll have a great view from Lafayette Square.


NATIONAL 9/11 PENTAGON MEMORIAL


The site of the terrorist attack at the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, is a poignant memorial to the 184 souls killed.


NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM


Get an up-close look at several of the nation’s founding documents, including the Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution, and Bill of Rights.





An alternate activity for wonks is seeing a committee hearing in action. Most are open to the public. (Check www.congress.gov for more information and the congressional schedule.)


AFTERNOON


Make a reservation for lunch at The Palm in Dupont Circle, where lobbyists and reporters go to shake hands with other VIPs whose faces are painted on the walls. (Yes, the person at the next table over was probably on CNN earlier.)


Washington is all about who you know, and many lunch meetings turn into happy hour. And Washingtonians can drink, a lot, so don’t attempt to keep up. Instead, put on your running shoes and go for a jog (or walk) around the National Mall and monuments, a favorite activity of DC’s active VIPs before the schmoozing resumes in the evening.


EVENING


Spend your evening in Georgetown, where DC’s power set has historically lived and socialized. Start with a cocktail at one of the bars at The Watergate Hotel, followed by dinner at Cafe Milano, where you may very well see a cabinet secretary or senator enjoying pasta or branzino on any given night. Or, head downtown to Old Ebbitt Grill for a beer and White House gossip.



SUMMER IN THE CITY



Washingtonians will tell you to avoid DC during July and August, when the city is feeling the swampiest due to extreme heat and humidity, but don’t let the weather deter you from visiting during congressional “recess.” When locals go on vacation, enjoy DC’s many air-conditioned museums, patios and rooftops, and waterfront views. The only requirement for your hotel? An outdoor pool. The Washington Plaza Hotel in Logan Circle and Liaison Capitol Hill have good ones.


MORNING


After coffee by your hotel’s pool—the Liaison Capitol Hill has resort-style cabanas and weekend yoga, too—beat the heat in one of the lesser-known (but still air-conditioned) museums. Tourists continue to pack the most popular museums even at the height of summer, but others are far enough off the beaten track to provide respite. Try the Asian art galleries Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery or the National Museum of African Art, the only museum dedicated exclusively to African art in the United States.


AFTERNOON


Head to the water. Take the Metro Green Line from L’Enfant Plaza to Navy Yard-Ballpark; you’ll have several options for patio dining with a view of the Anacostia River. On the weekend, The Salt Line serves classic brunch dishes until 3pm, and a fun crowd gathers on the patio before the baseball games.
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summer in Navy Yard







BEST FOR ROMANCE


LINCOLN MEMORIAL


Conclude your date night at the Lincoln Memorial—the 19-foot statue gives a powerful jolt to your heart when illuminated against the dark backdrop of the National Mall.
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Lincoln Memorial at night





FIOLA MARE


Impress your date at this very fine Italian restaurant in Georgetown, which has a glamorous interior and crowd, plus excellent seafood.


TINY JEWEL BOX


If you’re looking for a special gift, you can’t go wrong with something in a red and gold box from the jewelry store where presidents and first ladies have shopped since 1930.


THE JEFFERSON


The luxurious Dupont Circle hotel inspired by Thomas Jefferson’s estate has gorgeous suites, a Michelin-starred restaurant, and private nooks near the bar for canoodling.





After, walk west along the river to Ballpark Boathouse to rent a kayak or canoe; paddle west toward the Potomac River for monument views.


EVENING


If it’s a game day, stick around to catch the Washington Nationals at Nationals Park, where concessions serve local foodie favorites like Ben’s Chili Bowl half-smokes and DC Brau beers.


On Fridays, however, go back to the National Mall for Jazz in the Garden at the National Gallery of Art’s Sculpture Garden. Washingtonians love to skip out of work early for the free outdoor jazz concert every Friday 5pm-8:30pm. You can bring a blanket and picnic or purchase hors d’oeuvres, sandwiches, and barbecue, plus beer, wine, and sangria from the Pavilion Café.


Another favorite summer activity: outdoor movie screenings. Throughout the summer, you’ll find free, family-friendly film screenings in several neighborhoods, including Navy Yard; check www.dcoutdoorfilms.com for locations and schedules.


LATE NIGHT


Head to Shaw for a plethora of rooftops, patios, and beer gardens; the Shaw-Howard U Metro station is just five or six stops on the Green Line from Navy Yard-Ballpark or Waterfront. Dacha Beer Garden is a laid-back spot for international craft beer, while the roof deck at Nellie’s Sports Bar is one of the most fun gay bars in the city. Or, grab a seat on the patio at Maxwell Park, which has about 50 wines by the glass that rotate every month, plus innovative cocktails.



BEST BITES



Washington DC once was a city where steakhouses were the only options for a nice meal out—and where lunch was more about who you schmoozed with than the food. In recent years, however, it’s emerged as a culinary capital with something for every palate and budget, from filets and Chesapeake Bay crab cakes in old-school dining rooms, to innovative fusion cuisine and extravagant tasting menus by celebrity and rising-star chefs, to authentic fare from Ethiopia, Afghanistan, and the Philippines, to American Southern and soul food traditions. And with new restaurants opening practically every week and recognition by Michelin Guides and Bon Appétit, it’s clear people are now moving to DC to open restaurants, not just to regulate them.


So, what’s good? Around the White House and U.S. Capitol, you’ll find steakhouses, oyster bars, and other buzzy spots teeming with power players.


U Street and Shaw are home to the essential Washington flavors—half-smokes at Ben’s Chili Bowl, soul food, Ethiopian—as well as hip eateries favored by 20- and 30-somethings with disposable income to drop on creative small plates and strong cocktails. And foodies looking for something new will have much to explore, from José Andrés’ empire in Penn Quarter, to the international flavors in Adams Morgan and Columbia Heights, where you can taste how DC is a global melting pot.


MITSITAM NATIVE FOODS CAFÉ


The café at the National Museum of the American Indian serves native foods from throughout the Western Hemisphere.


OLD EBBITT GRILL


Since 1856, White House staffers, lobbyists, and visitors have downloaded the day over oysters and beers at Old Ebbitt Grill.


JALEO


José Andrés started his empire with Jaleo in Penn Quarter, and since then he’s changed dining and disaster response around the world.


CHARLIE PALMER STEAK


You’re likely to see U.S. Senators and Representatives enjoying steak and American wine at Charlie Palmer Steak.



HANK’S OYSTER BAR



It’s hard to beat the half-price oysters from 10pm to midnight at Hank’s Oyster Bar.


BAGELS ETC.


Enjoy the best bagels in DC at cash-only Bagels Etc..


ANNIE’S PARAMOUNT


The historic Annie’s Paramount has 24-hour dining on weekends.


BEN’S CHILI BOWL


Your trip to Washington isn’t complete without a half-smoke and milkshake at Ben’s Chili Bowl.
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Ben’s Chili Bowl





DUKEM ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT


Ask anyone who loves Ethiopian food where to go, and they’ll tell you Dukem Ethiopian Restaurant.


BUSYBOYS AND POETS


Busboys and Poets has responsible, affordable American food and a history of activism.


A RAKE’S PROGRESS


Meals are events at hyperlocal, hyperseasonal showpiece restaurant, A Rake’s Progress.


JOHNNY’S HALF SHELL


Enjoy excellent crab cakes at friendly neighborhood Johnny’s Half Shell.


ELLĒ


Stop by Ellē for bakery goods during the day and creative dinners at night.


BLUE DUCK TAVERN


Blue Duck Tavern’s local, seasonal cuisine is some of the best any time of day.
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Blue Duck Tavern





CAFE MILANO


Cafe Milano is the place to see and be seen, serving Italian fare to cabinet secretaries, ambassadors, and socialites.


FIOLA MARE AND MASSERIA AT UNION MARKET


Take your date to the sexy Fiola Mare for superb seafood on the waterfront, or Masseria at Union Market to experience the Michelin-starred menu in the starry courtyard.


PRIMROSE


Primrose raises the bar for French food in DC, with a whimsical atmosphere and excellent selection of calvados, too.



DC AFTER DARK



In Washington DC, presidential debates, snow days, and sensational congressional hearings or trials call for booze, and lots of it.


Washingtonians work hard but party harder. DC residents guzzle more alcohol per capita than residents of every state except New Hampshire. As a result, the city’s nightlife centers around bars: cocktail bars, wine bars, beer gardens, posh hotel lounges, and of course, historic bars, where lobbyists, staffers, and reporters grease the wheels among the ghosts of presidents and policymakers past.


You’ll find a few noteworthy dance clubs and late-night music venues, especially in trendy neighborhoods like U Street, Shaw, and the Atlas District, which are humming on weekend nights. But for the most part, DC is an early town, with the nightlife scene most vibrant around 5pm-8pm for happy hour, especially downtown, and relatively quiet on weekends. After all, Washingtonians need time to sleep off the hangover before the 10am hearing.


POV


The exclusive POV boasts expansive views of the White House and monuments.
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POV at the W Washington D.C.





ROUND ROBIN BAR


Senator Henry Clay mixed DC’s first mint julep with Kentucky bourbon at Round Robin Bar, which has served drinks to many U.S. presidents.
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Round Robin Bar





WILD DAYS


From happy hour until late, local artists and DJs mingle with buttoned-up lobbyists loosening their ties at WILD DAYS.


TUNE INN


Tune Inn serves cheap beer and fried food in a funky space to an incredibly diverse crowd on Capitol Hill.


MR. HENRY’S


This Capitol Hill institution is a welcoming pub serving reliable pub fare and happy hour specials. You’ll enjoy great live music at Mr. Henry’s, too.


JR’S BAR


Located on the parade route, the patio at JR’s Bar is the place to celebrate during Capital Pride in June.


BLACK CAT


Dance the night away at Black Cat.


9:30 CLUB


Even Rolling Stone agrees the 9:30 Club is an institution.


NELLIE’S SPORTS BAR


The all-you-can-eat drag brunch and expansive roof deck are just two of the draws of Nellie’s Sports Bar.


JACK ROSE DINING SALOON


Jack Rose Dining Saloon has more than 2,500 bottles of whiskey and Scotch from around the world.


DAN’S CAFÉ


One of the best dive bars in the area, Dan’s Café serves cheap beers and mix-your-own cocktails.


THE LOUNGE AT BOURBON STEAK


You never know who you’ll meet at The Lounge at Bourbon Steak, located in the top choice hotel among celebrities and socialites.


THE ANTHEM


Curious about the best reason to visit the Wharf? It’s probably to see a major headliner at The Anthem.



CULTURE CAPITAL



The first American city to have a black majority, Washington DC was a vibrant hub for African American arts and culture even before Harlem and Motown—and as the home of Duke Ellington, Marvin Gaye, and Chuck Brown, DC’s most important contribution to American arts is the music. From the early 20th century until the 1960s, U Street and Shaw were known as “Black Broadway,” with jazz clubs and iconic theaters like The Howard Theatre and The Lincoln Theatre, which remain the best spots to experience DC’s jazz, soul, and go-go sounds.


This history set the stage for DC’s rich cultural scene today, with world-class performing arts, eye-popping historical homes and gardens, and of course, dozens of museums and galleries—many of which are free and open to the public almost every day of the year. You could spend weeks exploring the National Mall’s museums, but you’ll find hubs of niche history and art museums downtown and in Dupont Circle, as well.


DC likewise has a theater and performing arts scene on par with the world capitals, with theaters citywide showcasing Broadway-quality productions of classic and contemporary dramas and musicals as well as premieres of quirky new plays and fringe theater. And in Foggy Bottom, The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts is one of the country’s premier venues, home to the National Symphony Orchestra as well as jazz, opera, and dance programs.


HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN


The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden boasts more than 12,000 modern and contemporary works, housed in a circular building designed by Gordon Bunshaft.
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Sphere No. 6 by Arnaldo Pomodoro at Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden





NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART


The National Gallery of Art has something for every fan of art—Da Vinci, Dutch masters, and French impressionists in the West Building, and cool modern art in the East Building.
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East Building of the National Gallery of Art





UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM


The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum tells the story of the Holocaust in moving detail.


WOOLLY MAMMOTH THEATRE COMPANY


Any production by the Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company is sure to be groundbreaking—and maybe even shocking.


THE PHILLIPS COLLECTION


The Phillips Collection was founded in 1921 and is considered America’s first modern art museum.


HOWARD THEATRE


The historic Howard Theatre regularly hosts go-go bands, a uniquely DC style of music.


THE JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS


The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts showcases world-class music, theater, opera, dance, and comedy for all tastes, with a free performance daily.
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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts





ARENA STAGE


Since 1950, Southwest’s Arena Stage has been premiering award-winning plays and reviving classic American dramas and musicals.


HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM & GARDENS


The former estate of Marjorie Merriweather Post, Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens is the closest thing to Versailles in DC, thanks to the extravagant gardens and art collection.


NATIONAL CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL


Every spring at the National Cherry Blossom Festival you’ll get the chance to see thousands of the pink and white flowering trees in bloom.





PLANNING YOUR TRIP



WHEN TO GO


Ask any local when you should visit DC, and they’ll likely tell you spring. While these months are susceptible to unseasonably cold or hot weather and rain, you’ll have plenty of mild, sunshine-filled days to explore the sights and join Washingtonians with “spring fever” on patios and rooftops. The cherry blossoms bloom in March or April, covering the National Mall and memorials in pink, and the National Cherry Blossom Festival is a bucket-list event with about three weeks of parades, parties, and special deals. There are two major downsides to visiting in the spring: high hotel prices and large crowds.
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cherry blossoms along the Tidal Basin





The summer months are hot, sticky, and jam-packed with tourists, though the Smithsonian Folklife Festival, Capital Pride, and, of course, Independence Day, are among the reasons to brave the humidity and expensive hotel rooms. The fall is crisp and lovely as the leaves begin to change colors and tourists disperse, and winter is even quieter, though often very cold.


The holiday season is a wonderful time to explore Washington, thanks to the National Christmas Tree and lighter crowds, and every four years, January gets busy the week of the Presidential Inauguration.




TOURIST TIPS


• Stand to the Right: On Metro escalators, stand to the right and walk to the left. You don’t want to get in the path of a late, disgruntled staffer careening down one of the escalators.


• Don’t Hold the Doors: Metro train doors are not like elevator doors—they won’t slide open again if you stick your arm out when the door is closing. You’ll hold up the train and possibly injure yourself.


• Don’t Mind the Sirens: You may be walking downtown when police cars, motorcycles, and ambulances start barreling down the street, sirens blazing. Stay in place, and don’t be alarmed—it’s the presidential motorcade. Keep your eyes peeled and you might see the POTUS in “The Beast,” an armored black limo with secure communication lines and its own air supply. (The jaded locals around you, however, will likely just roll their eyes and check their phones while waiting for the motorcade to pass.)


• Prep for Security: Government buildings and museums require you to pass through a metal detector before entering, while your belongings get X-ray screening. Many items are prohibited, ranging from scissors to food to luggage, so check the building’s website if you’re unsure whether you can bring something inside.


• It’s Probably Open: Many sights managed by the U.S. Government or Smithsonian Institution are open daily year-round except Christmas Day; a few sights are closed on major holidays like Thanksgiving Day or New Year’s Day, too. While it’s probably open, it doesn’t hurt to check before showing up at a museum or park on a federal holiday. Most outdoor memorials are accessible 24 hours daily, 365 days per year.





ENTRY REQUIREMENTS


All international visitors are required to have a valid passport to enter the United States. Canadian citizens traveling by air need a passport or NEXUS card, but those arriving by land may show an enhanced driver’s license/identification card instead. Depending on your country of origin, a visa may be required, or you may be eligible for the Visa Waiver Program (VWP), allowing travel to the United States for business or leisure for 90 days or less without a visa. All visitors and their baggage may be subject to an interview or inspection by U.S. Customs and Border Protection; be prepared to provide details about the purpose of your visit, where you are staying, and when you plan to leave. For more information on entry requirements and restrictions, including prohibited items, visit www.cbp.gov.


TRANSPORTATION


The Washington metropolitan region is served by three airports: Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport in Arlington, Virginia; Washington Dulles International Airport in Dulles, Virginia; and Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport in Maryland.


Amtrak serves Union Station, a convenient travel method between DC, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York.


It’s not necessary or recommended to rent a car in DC. Public transportation options include Washington Metrorail and Metrobus, DC Circulator, and DC Streetcar service between Union Station and the H Street Corridor/Atlas District; all accept the Metro SmarTrip card, and the streetcar is currently free.


Ride-hailing services like Uber and Lyft are recommended and will take you throughout DC, Maryland, and Virginia.


RESERVATIONS


Washington DC is increasingly a reservations-recommended town. Reservations/tickets are required for U.S. Capitol and White House tours as well as the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture. Generally, if you have the option to reserve a ticket or tour in advance, you should if the sight is on your must-see list. On the other hand, with the exception of special exhibits, most museums are free and don’t require tickets, and many tours, especially during nonbusy seasons, have walk-up availability. You can usually acquire tickets to theatrical or musical performances a day or two in advance, except for major, one-night-only concerts.
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Museum of African American History and Culture





Reserve your hotel as far in advance as possible, especially if you’re visiting during cherry blossom season, the first week of July, or inauguration weekend. You can almost always find available rooms, but prices get extremely high during prime tourist seasons or major conferences, and hotels offering good deals always sell out.




WHAT’S NEW?


If you haven’t been to Washington DC in a while, you’ll hardly recognize it.


• Metro Silver Line: Beginning service in 2014, the Metro Silver Line was the first new line to open in over two decades. When it’s complete in 2021, it will connect Washington Dulles International Airport to the city center.


• National Mall Additions: A new memorial dedicated to the 34th president, Dwight D. Eisenhower, opened in May 2020, while the newest Smithsonian, the National Museum of African American History and Culture, remains the must-visit museum.


• Museum Hopping: Sadly, the Newseum closed in December 2019. However, the National Children’s Museum moved from Maryland to DC in February 2020, while the International Spy Museum moved to a larger, cooler space.


• District Wharf: This mile-long complex on the Potomac River opened in October 2017 and changed the landscape with several new hotels, restaurants, and a concert venue.


• Union Market: The revitalized historic market continues to grow as new restaurants, entertainment venues, and local distilleries pop up.


• Michelin Guide: The French tastemaker now publishes a Washington DC guide annually, recognizing the city’s culinary scene.


• New Hotels: Riggs Washington DC, Conrad Washington DC, and The LINE are among the many brand-new or fully restored hotels, boasting world-class amenities and destination dining and bars, while some hotels cater to specific political views.





Reservations are required for the most popular fine dining restaurants, especially those included in the Michelin Guide, which typically book up 2-3 weeks in advance, though it’s possible to score a last-minute table if you’re willing to dine early or late. Some exceptionally buzzy restaurants will have their own system for reservations and you’ll want to call the first day possible; for example, minibar by José Andrés accepts reservations two calendar months at a time, starting at 10am on the first Monday of each month, while Komi accepts reservations exactly one month in advance by phone only. For most other restaurants, reservations are recommended a few days in advance, especially on weekends, though not always required. Check OpenTable or Resy for last-minute availability.


PASSES AND DISCOUNTS


One of the best things about a trip to Washington DC? The majority of the city’s sights and museums—including the most exclusive ones, like the U.S. Capitol and White House, are free. Aside from the high cost of hotel accommodations, it’s possible to have a relatively inexpensive vacation in DC thanks to dozens of free museums, memorials, and parks, plus excellent fast-casual restaurants and diners. The museums that charge admission fees usually offer discounts for seniors, students, military, and young children, and typically, these museums, like The Phillips Collection, are worth the price.



GUIDED TOURS



There are many options for guided tours of the major sights, including the Old Town Trolley Tours, open-air tours with live guides around DC and Arlington National Cemetery, and DC Ducks, 90-minute tours of the National Mall, Capitol Hill, and White House by land and water. Several traditional bus tours depart from Union Station, including double-decker buses, nighttime monuments tours, and day trips; look for (friendly, albeit pushy) uniformed operators at the southwest corner of the station. For something more active, choose a bike or Segway tour, including Segs in the City, from Pennsylvania Avenue, or Bike and Roll (202/842-2453, www.bikeandrolldc.com; prices vary), with departure points from the National Mall, Capitol Hill, and Old Town Alexandria; both offer guided and self-guided tours. Smithsonian National Mall Tours combine the Smithsonian Institution’s knowledge with Segway/walking tour operators for educational experiences.


Like many things in DC, some of the best tours are free. The National Park Service offers a huge variety of free, ranger-led walking tours (www.nps.gov/nama/planyourvisit) around the National Mall and at major monuments and memorials, while guided tours of the U.S. Capitol, White House, and other key buildings are available for free if you plan in advance. In addition, the Smithsonian Institution museums and National Gallery of Art offer free, docent-led tours daily; check the museum’s website for the schedule or inquire at the information desk, usually located just after the security screening.


CALENDAR OF EVENTS


JANUARY


Every four years, the city comes together for the Presidential Inauguration. Since the second inauguration of FDR in 1937, the swearing-in ceremony has taken place on January 20 after an election; if the date falls on a Sunday, the public ceremony occurs on Monday, January 21. Details on how to obtain tickets for festivities including the swearing-in ceremony, parade, and balls are usually available within a few weeks after the November election.


Dr. King had an enormous impact on Washington, which celebrates Martin Luther King Jr. Day (www.mlkholidaydc.org) with special events, including the Memorial Peace Walk and parade through Southeast DC.


Beat the January doldrums with the winter edition of the Metropolitan Washington Restaurant Week (www.ramw.org/restaurantweek), during which hundreds of local restaurants offer prix fixe menus for brunch ($22), lunch ($22), and dinner ($35) for one week in late January.


MARCH-APRIL


For 3-4 weeks in March and April, the National Cherry Blossom Festival (www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org) celebrates the cherry trees, given to the United States by Japan in 1912. (The festival is timed to coincide with peak bloom, though it can be unpredictable if winter is unusually long or unusually warm.) The festival includes tons of free events like a parade, kite festival, Japanese street festival, fireworks, special exhibits and museum events, and of course, the main event: the magnificent pink and white blossoms around the Tidal Basin and National Mall.


On Easter Monday, the White House Easter Egg Roll (www.whitehouse.gov/easter-egg-roll) welcomes more than 20,000 people to the South Lawn for children’s egg-rolling races as well as celebrity performances, arts and crafts, and meet-and-greets with high-level officials. The free tickets are available approximately one month in advance by online lottery.
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White House Easter Egg Roll





Every spring, the White House opens the gardens and grounds to the public for just two days in April for the White House Spring Garden Tours (www.whitehouse.gov), allowing you to explore the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, Rose Garden, White House Kitchen Garden, and South Lawn. The White House announces the date and ticket information approximately 3-4 weeks in advance, and free, timed tickets are distributed first come, first served the morning of the tours.


MAY


The Sunday before Memorial Day, the free National Memorial Day Concert (www.pbs.org/national-memorial-day-concert) takes place on the U.S. Capitol West Lawn, featuring celebrity performers, military heroes, the National Symphony Orchestra, and several U.S. military bands and choral groups. On Memorial Day, the National Memorial Day Parade runs along Constitution Avenue NW; check local news outlets for details.



JUNE



One of the largest pride festivals in the country, Capital Pride (www.capitalpride.org) is a colorful parade and street festival through Dupont Circle with more than 180 floats, entertainers, and participating groups. In recent years, the event has expanded to include a festival and concert, which has featured stars like Miley Cyrus, The Pointer Sisters, and the Gay Men’s Chorus. The Dupont Circle neighborhood stays alive into the evening as paradegoers continue the celebration.


JULY-AUGUST


Independence Day in Washington DC is a bucket-list event. It begins with the National Independence Day Parade (www.july4thparade.com) on Constitution Avenue NW before crowds move to the U.S. Capitol West Lawn for A Capitol Fourth (www.pbs.org/a-capitol-fourth), the free, patriotic concert with celebrity guests who’ve included The Beach Boys and Trace Adkins. The concert ends with the iconic fireworks at the Washington Monument, which are best viewed from the National Mall but can be seen from rooftops and vistas across the city.
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fireworks at the Washington Monument





Starting late July, tennis fans make their way to the Rock Creek Park Tennis Center in Upper Northwest for Citi Open (www.citiopentennis.com; $15-100), one of the first open tennis tournaments in the United States. The outdoor event features professional men and women players from around the world.


The summer edition of the biannual Metropolitan Washington Restaurant Week (www.ramw.org/restaurantweek) provides a great opportunity to try the DC culinary scene with prix fixe menus for brunch ($22), lunch ($22), and dinner ($35) at hundreds of restaurants.


SEPTEMBER


In early September, the Library of Congress organizes the annual National Book Festival (www.loc.gov/bookfest), a free, one-day event at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center where more than 100 authors and illustrators across genres read and sign their books and participate in panel discussions.


OCTOBER


As the foliage changes colors, the White House opens the gardens and grounds to the public for the annual White House Fall Garden Tours (www.whitehouse.gov), allowing you to explore the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, Rose Garden, White House Kitchen Garden, and South Lawn. The White House announces the date and ticket information approximately 3-4 weeks in advance, and free, timed tickets are distributed first come, first served the morning of the tours.


NOVEMBER


Veterans Day is a somber day in the capital as visitors pay respects at war memorials throughout DC and Virginia. The wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery (www.arlingtoncemetery.mil [URL inactive]) on November 11 is open to the public.


DECEMBER


For nearly 100 years, the president of the United States and First Family have hosted the National Christmas Tree Lighting (www.thenationaltree.org) on the Ellipse, kicking off the holiday season in Washington DC with a festive performance featuring A-list celebrities. The free, coveted tickets are available by lottery beginning in October; check in late September for details. The tree is lit daily through January 1, along with 56 trees representing the states and territories.


Every Chanukah, politicians and Jewish community leaders light the National Menorah (www.nationalmenorah.org), the largest in the world at 30 feet tall. The ceremony features Jewish performers; free tickets are required and available online in advance.
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National Mall


MOON MAP


Sights


Restaurants


Arts and Culture


Festivals and Events


Recreation


The National Mall is America’s lawn, where people gather for major events like Independence Day and presidential inaugurations, as well as festivals, concerts, and protests for every issue imaginable. In addition to being the location of the national monuments and memorials, it’s a national park with more than 1,000 acres of green space and photo-op-worthy areas for picnics, jogging, biking, and boating. The National Mall is also home to many of the Smithsonian Institution museums and galleries, which are free and open to the public every day except Christmas Day.



TOP SIGHTS



▪  Most Prominent Monument: Washington Monument (click here)


▪  Most Stirring Sight: Lincoln Memorial (click here)


▪  Best for American Nostalgia: National Museum of American History (click here)


▪  Museum Worth Spending the Entire Day: National Museum of African American History and Culture (click here)


▪  Best Place to Get Your Geek On: National Air and Space Museum (click here)


▪  Best Place to See Historical Documents: National Archives Museum (click here)


TOP RESTAURANTS


▪  Most Interesting Museum Café: Mitsitam Native Foods Café (click here)


TOP ARTS AND CULTURE


▪  Best for Kids: National Museum of Natural History (click here)


▪  Coolest Contemporary Art: Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (click here)


▪  Best for Art Lovers of All Kinds: National Gallery of Art (click here)


▪  Most Sobering Reminder of the Past: United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (click here)


TOP RECREATION


▪  Best Way to See the Cherry Blossoms: Tidal Basin Paddleboats (click here)


GETTING THERE AND AROUND


▪  Metro lines: Blue, Green, Orange, Silver, Yellow


▪  Metro stations: Federal Center SW, L’Enfant Plaza, Smithsonian


▪  Major bus routes: DC Circulator National Mall




MAP 1: National Mall
(map halves follow)
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TOP EXPERIENCE


NATIONAL MALL AND MEMORIALS WALK


TOTAL DISTANCE: 3.1 mi (5 km)


WALKING TIME: 1 hour and 15 minutes


[image: image]


For a history lesson on foot, head to the west side of the National Mall, where you’ll find a maze of memorials set among idyllic grassy areas. It’s possible to power through this walk in less than two hours, but it’s better to budget up to three hours to fully take in the grandeur of the monuments (and take plenty of photos). To avoid crowds, try the walk in the early morning or dusk. Taking this walk during peak cherry blossom bloom, usually around late March to early April, should be on your travel bucket list—though you’ll need to add at least one hour to your walking time to get around the Tidal Basin, which will be packed with tourists.


Start this walk at the corner of 17th Street NW and Constitution Avenue NW. It’s easily accessible by foot from downtown and Dupont Circle.


1 Walking south, you’ll pass the Lockkeeper’s House on your right, the small stone house for the lockkeeper who raised and lowered the C&O Canal lock, and the oldest structure on the National Mall. Walk two minutes down this block to approach the World War II Memorial on your right; you can’t miss the 56 stone columns. You’ll have a great view of the Washington Monument to the east and the Lincoln Memorial to the west, but keep walking southwest on the sidewalk along Homefront Drive SW. To your left is the John Paul Jones Memorial, a statue honoring the Revolutionary War hero considered the “Father of the U.S. Navy.”
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World War II Memorial





2 Homefront Drive runs into Independence Avenue SW. Keep heading west on Independence; you’re in the heart of West Potomac Park. On the right you’ll pass a circular, marble structure, the District of Columbia War Memorial, honoring the 499 Washington DC residents who died serving in World War I.


3 To see the Vietnam and Korean War Memorials, along with a closer look at the Lincoln Memorial, continue west on Independence Avenue SW for about five minutes. The Korean War Veterans Memorial will be on your right at the stoplight near David French Memorial Drive SW. Take in the 19 figures representing soldiers from all branches of the country’s military. Get up close and you’ll see for yourself the stunning detail imbued in each statue.


4 Take the path leading northwest to reach the Lincoln Memorial. Climb the steps to get an up-close view of the iconic statue of a seated Abraham Lincoln gazing toward the Reflecting Pool.


5 Next, take one of the paths headed northeast to reach the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. (If you get disoriented, look for rectangular gray signs pointing you toward major sights as well as tourist information and facilities.) Absorb the scale of the Vietnam War as you scan the 58,315 names of the Americans killed or missing in action that are engraved on the Memorial Wall. Retrace your steps to Independence Avenue, then head east until you reach West Basin Drive SW, about five minutes.


6 At West Basin Drive SW, cross the street to head south to the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial. Keep walking south, through the “mountain of despair” to the “stone of hope,” structures that represent a line from Dr. King’s “I Have A Dream” speech. Stand as close as you can to the sculpture of MLK to feel the enormous impact he had on our nation, then walk back to the railing at the Tidal Basin to see him emerging from the mountains.


7 From here, continue walking south just under half a mile on the path around the Tidal Basin to reach the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, where you can spend time exploring and taking photos of the life-size statues of FDR and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. Walk up the stone steps to enter the memorial at Room One, which represents Roosevelt’s first presidential term, during the Great Depression. (Backtrack a bit to visit the Prologue Room, which was added later to accommodate a statue of FDR in a wheelchair. It’s to the right by the visitor center once you’re inside.) Continue south through the memorial, which guides you chronologically through each of Roosevelt’s four terms and his death.
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