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Chapter 1

WHOOSH! BANG!

The fireworks exploded in London’s skies. Down below, thousands of excited people pressed into Piccadilly Circus. Someone shouted, “God Save the Queen”. Twenty-seven-year old Princess Elizabeth had been crowned Queen that morning. It was Tuesday, 2nd June 1953.

[image: images]

Britain’s Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, spoke into a large BBC microphone. “We have had a day which the oldest of us are proud to have lived to see, and which the youngest will remember all their lives.” The street parties continued all night.
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Elizabeth was born on 21st April 1926. She was King George V’s granddaughter. She called him “Grandpa England”. The serious little girl and her younger sister, Margaret, lived a quiet family life, walking dogs and riding ponies.

Then in 1936, old King George V died and everything changed for young Elizabeth.
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King Edward VIII, Elizabeth’s Uncle, took over the throne but there was a problem. He wanted to marry Mrs Simpson, who had already been married. This was not allowed so Edward abdicated. Instead, Elizabeth’s father became King George VI and her mother became Queen Elizabeth.
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