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A


nimals have many adaptations to help them survive. Camouﬂage, an 


animals ability to blend in with its environment, is one. Animals living in 


deserts, where sand and light brown colours dominate, will have verydifferent 


camouﬂage from those living in tropical rainforests, where green leaves are more 


common. Even more distinct are the animals in the sea. Colours actually disappear 


the deeper you go, until you reach the deep sea, where there is hardly any colour, 


because it’s permanently dark! Yet, even here ﬁsh and squid use camouﬂage.


Changing background


An animal’s habitat might change with the seasons, 


and so too does its camouﬂage. Mountain hares (see 


pages 12–13), for example, are white in winter and 


mottled brown in summer. Other animals are able 


to match their background almost instantly. Many 


ﬂatﬁsh (see left) have pigment cells in their skin 


that can be changed to match a background of sand 


one minute and of pebbles the next.

survival skills


Low proﬁle


There are many different ways in which 


animals can blend in with their background. 


A general buff (yellow-brown) colour of fur 


or feathers, like that of sand cats (see right), 


gives a measure of disguise in dry grasslands 


and deserts. Spots or stripes break up outlines 


in dappled woodland or dense jungle. And, a 


black band across the eyes effectively hides the 


eyes, which are normally easy to spot because 


of their distinctive shape.
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Disappearing in the sea


In the open ocean, ﬁsh are dark on their 


back and light on their belly. Seen from 


above, the dark colour of a great white 


shark’s back (right) matches the darkness 


of the sea. Seen from below, its pale 


underside blends in with the glow of the 


sunlight above. In the ‘midnight zone’ 


of the deep sea, animals go even further. 


Fish and squid have rows of glowing 


lights on their bellies that help them 


blend in with the very dim light from the 


distant surface above.


Part of the scenery


Some creatures pretend to be inanimate objects, such as sticks, leaves, 


ﬂowers, tree bark, moss and lichens. In the sea, they might resemble 


corals, seaweeds or rocks. The strangest animals must be those that look 


like bird droppings, such as this bird-dropping spider (below)!








OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Table of Contents





		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Contents



		Survival skills



		Predator and prey



		Mammals



		African lion



		Mountain hare



		Snow leopard



		Bighorn sheep



		Springbok



		Brown-throated three-toed sloth



		Yellow-footed rock wallaby



		Birds



		Great potoo



		Eurasian bittern



		Egyptian nightjar



		Kakapo



		Eurasian golden plover



		Eurasian eagle owl



		Rock ptarmigan



		Reptiles and Amphibians



		Mossy leaf-tailed gecko



		Leaf-nosed twig snake



		Flap-necked chameleon



		Mossy frog



		Japanese giant salamander



		Malagasy ground boa



		Galapágos marine iguana



		Fish



		Crocodilefish



		Pygmy seahorse



		Sargassum fish



		Leopard flounder



		Tassled wobbegong shark



		Leafy seadragon



		Reef stonefish



		Insects and spiders



		Brimstone butterfly



		Stone grasshopper



		Tree trunk spider



		Tropical katydid



		Goldenrod crab spider



		Lappet moth



		Moss mimic stick insect



		Animals revealed



		Glossary



		Further information



		Index











Guide





		Cover



		Begin Reading





















OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg





OEBPS/images/page005.jpg





OEBPS/images/page002.jpg
SR RN

et

MONOIIS

RO ER






OEBPS/images/page001.jpg





