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INTRODUCTION



My favorite way to start the day is with prayer and worship and by reading God’s Word. My parents taught me and my brother and sisters the importance of spending time with God from our early teen years and showed us how to do it by their own example. This practice of beginning my day focused on God and His Word has made a profound impact on my life. Scripture tells us that His thoughts are higher than our thoughts and His ways are higher than our ways, which is why it is so important that we prioritize time to learn to hear what God thinks about us and what His Word says about us.


When our parents gave us our first Bible, they encouraged us to read daily from the book of Psalms and from the book of Proverbs. Psalms is a book full of encouragement and helps us maintain an attitude of worship toward God. Proverbs is called “the book of wisdom.” It gives us practical advice and insight for everyday living. If you are like me, I need to be encouraged, and I need the wisdom of God daily. These are the reasons I wrote this devotional for you. As you read through this book, allow God to speak to you, to encourage you, and to impart His wisdom into your life. After you read the daily passage and prayer, continue to meditate on the thought and Scripture throughout the day. I know from experience that you will be greatly encouraged.
















TODAY’S SCRIPTURE


That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.


PSALM 1:3 NIV






AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE



The best decision of your life was to live your life with God at the center. That was the essential first step to living at your full potential. Now the key to experiencing an extraordinary life every day is to grow in your relationship with God. Scripture talks about how life with God is like a tree and its branches. When a branch is connected to the tree, it receives nourishment and life and produces fruit. We have to stay connected to God so we can receive His strength and be empowered to accomplish all that He has for us.


In any relationship, growth happens over time. God doesn’t expect you to be perfect. He just wants you to keep moving forward with Him one step at a time. No matter what is going on in your life, keep making time for Him so that your relationship can grow strong and you can walk in the fullness of His blessings.




A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Father, thank You that every day I can live my life with You at the center and grow in my relationship with You. Thank You for planting me in the streams of Your living water. I look forward to the abundance You are producing in my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.



















TODAY’S SCRIPTURE


Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.


PSALM 2:8 ESV






PRAY BOLD PRAYERS



In today’s Scripture, God is saying, “I have nations for you. I have something awesome in your future, something bigger than you’ve imagined, but you have to ask.” You’re not going to see the nations, you’re not going to see God do great things, if you’re praying small, weak, limited prayers. There are dreams that God has put in your heart that you can’t accomplish on your own. There are obstacles you’ll face that are too big for you to overcome by yourself. If you don’t learn to pray bold prayers, if you don’t learn to ask God big, you’ll get stuck where you are.


Bold prayers open doors you could never open and turn impossible situations around. When you pray boldly, you’re releasing your faith. You’re saying, “God, I know that You’re the all-powerful Creator of the universe, that You can take me where I can’t go on my own.” Ask Him for what you want Him to do, ask Him for what you’re believing for, ask Him today, and watch what God will do.



A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Father, thank You that the dreams You have put in my heart are always possible because no one is more powerful than You. Thank You that I can dare to pray big, to ask big, and to believe big. I believe that You have great things for me and are taking me where I could never go on my own. In Jesus’ name. Amen.



















TODAY’S SCRIPTURE


LORD, how they have increased who trouble me! Many are they who rise up against me.… But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, my glory and the One who lifts up my head.


PSALM 3:1, 3 NKJV






USE THE POWER OF “BUT”



In today’s Scripture, David was saying, “God, my enemies are multiplying.” He not only had other armies trying to stop him, but his own son Absalom was trying to take the kingdom from him. David could have thought, I can handle people from the outside trying to take me down, but now it’s my own son. I’m done. This could have been David’s end. But after David stated the hard facts, he took it one step further and said, “But You, O Lord, are my shield.” Notice that David added the “but.” “I’m having a lot of trouble, but the Lord is my shield.”


What’s the message? Don’t let the enemy have the last word. Always add the “but.” “The medical report doesn’t look good, but the Lord is my healer.” “A coworker did me wrong, but God is fighting my battles.” “I went through a loss, but God has beauty for ashes.” Every time something negative happens, answer back with a “but.”



A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Father, thank You for being a shield about me, my glory and the lifter of my head. Thank You that the enemy doesn’t have the last word when something negative happens to me. I will use the power of “but” and see Your promises come to pass. In Jesus’ name. Amen.



















TODAY’S SCRIPTURE


They will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.


PROVERBS 1:31 NIV






FEED YOUR DESTINY



Though we may not realize it, we’re always feeding ourselves. What we watch and listen to, the people we’re around, and the thoughts we’re dwelling on are feeding our inner man. If you go to lunch with coworkers who feed you gossip, jealousy, and disrespect, before long you’ll be gossiping, jealous, and critical. Whatever you feed on is going to grow. If you’re always feeding on negative thoughts, thinking, I’ll never get out of debt, or get the job I want, or meet the right person, you’re feeding doubt, fear, and mediocrity.


Start feeding your faith, your hopes, your dreams. Your diet needs to be what God says about you. “I am fearfully and wonderfully made. I am a masterpiece, made in the image of Almighty God.” When you feed on God’s values, your value will get stronger. Stay on your diet. No more feeding doubt, fear, and offense. No more hanging around the wrong people. Keep feeding your destiny.



A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Father, thank You for the provision of Your Word and all the nourishment and strength I receive from it. Help me to guard what I’m watching and listening to and to be careful with my relationships. I want to put my energies into my destiny. In Jesus’ name. Amen.



















TODAY’S SCRIPTURE


I am not afraid of ten thousand enemies who surround me on every side.


PSALM 3:6 NLT






WHEN YOU’RE SURROUNDED



You would think that being surrounded by ten thousand enemies would have David feeling worried, afraid, and upset. But he went on to say, “Victory comes from You, O Lord.” He was saying, “I could be overwhelmed by my enemies, but I’m not falling apart because I know that God is surrounding what’s surrounding me.” David saw his enemies, but through his spiritual eyes he also saw the Most High God fighting his battles.


As with David, you may feel surrounded by enemies—depression, sickness, lack, obstacles. You don’t have the people connections or the finances. You could easily accept it and think, It’s not meant to be. Here is the key: What you see with your physical eyes is not the only thing that’s surrounding you. If you open your eyes of faith, you’ll realize the troubles and the opposition are surrounded by our God. You’re not just surrounded by the negative. That’s one level, but the all-powerful God supersedes that. You’re surrounded by favor, surrounded by healing, and surrounded by angels.



A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Father, thank You that no matter what troubles I face, I can stay in peace knowing that You are surrounding every trouble and every opposing situation that’s surrounding me. Help me to see with eyes of faith. I declare that I am surrounded by You, and You will bring me through to victory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.



















TODAY’S SCRIPTURE


You have freed me when I was hemmed in and enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me and hear my prayer.


PSALM 4:1 AMPC






ENLARGED



In today’s Scripture, the psalmist David didn’t say, “God enlarged me in my good times.” He says, “God enlarged me when I faced a giant, when King Saul was trying to kill me, when my own father didn’t believe in me.” It was only in those times of adversity that David discovered talent, courage, favor, and greatness he didn’t know he had.


You may be in the midst of adversity now, thinking, God, what’s going on in my life? This trouble is setting me back. No, it’s setting you up. What you can’t see is that God is enlarging you. You’re going to see new growth, new opportunities, new talent. It couldn’t happen without the fire. There’s favor coming in that distress, there’s promotion in that challenge, there’s freedom in that pain. The adversity is opening up things that you would never have seen. Don’t fight the difficulty; stay faithful in the fire. The right attitude is: God, I don’t like it, but I trust You. I know You’re in control. You wouldn’t have allowed this difficulty unless it is making me better.



A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Father, thank You that no matter what the difficulty is, You are worthy of my trust. Thank You that in the midst of adversity You are enlarging me and making me better. I believe that I am going to discover talent and courage that I didn’t know I had. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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