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			Advance Praise

			‘A poem is born of the in-between: a need to build bridges over what separates the mundane from the universal, the inner being from the outer world, the lived from the hoped for, continents and islands, a toy in a child’s hand and the aurora borealis, the country where one grew up and the country one is growing into, the deeply personal and the shared reality. 

				The bridge builders who achieve this are often called poets, the walkways they create are called poems, and poetry is what happens when they are walked by readers, word by word.

				Giti Chandra’s wonderful collection, Setting Traps for Light, inspires thoughts like these. As the first Indian-Icelandic poet in history, what a gift she brings us with her poetry, inviting us to travel across cultures, landscapes, and experiences – for when a poem is created, distances dissolve.’

			– Sjón, poet, and author of Moonstone and The Whispering Muse

			‘Whether refracting it through personal lyrics or social and political critiques or apprehensions of the natural world, Giti Chandra shines light on what it is to live at pitch of passionate engagement. To read through this capacious collection is to be embraced and illumined by intelligence and insight.’ 

			–  Paul Kane, poet, and author of Work Life and A Passing Life

			‘If light were a sonnet and the sonnet about the lived experience of grief and joy, then there would be a book of poems, this book of poems. Here is an emotional landscape lit up in painterly detail. The shaping craft of this collection comes from sonnets, in rhyme, in pauses, and in the heart-turning wisdom of couplets – even in poems that are not sonnets.’ 

			– Anannya Dasgupta, poet, and founder of Daily Riyaaz
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Why beauty

Because beauty is a ferocious beast. It comes at you out of nowhere, reminds you that every day is a wilderness and the neglectful path we walk is an illusion of familiarity. In reality, the unexpected and unknown crouches just out of sight and can leap out at you at any moment, demanding attention and immediate contact. Beauty can swallow you whole, pitilessly, in bone-crunching jaws. It has no agenda, it needs no rationale. It is hungry for you and it smells your unthinking desire miles away. And what defences do you have, really, against such a ravenous creature? You could close your eyes to it, but it would still be there, waiting to pounce; or you could find yourself already inside its belly when you open your eyes – it has taken you unawares, stealthily, like a whale. You could anticipate it and bring your armour along, but you are new and beauty is ancient and it tunnels underneath your fortress of indifference and catches your preoccupied mind with practised claws. 
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