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by Neal Layton
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Wow, that sounds pretty important! 


But what exactly is it?


You’ve probably heard about climate change. At least I hope you have – because 


it’s REALLY IMPORTANT. 


It affects all of us living on Planet Earth right now, and everyone and everything 


that will live on our planet in the future.
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To understand climate change, you need to know that the climate isn’t 


the same thing as the weather. Weather can change in just a few hours. 
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But climate can take many years to change – and it affects 


 


the WHOLE planet.
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When the world was formed  4.5 billion years ago, the Earth’s 


climate was very different.


At first it was crazy hot. But over the next few billion years, it began to cool. Oceans and land started to appear and life sprang 


into being.


Thank goodness for that!


And over this huge amount of time, our planet developed lots of different systems 


that allow life to flourish.
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There are now many millions of different life forms on our planet.
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For example, most animals, including humans, need to breathe in order to stay alive. When we breathe, we take in an invisible gas called OXYGEN, and then we breathe out 


another invisible gas called 


CARBON DIOXIDE.


 


Plants need to do something a bit like breathing to stay alive too. But they do it the other way around, taking in carbon dioxide 


and releasing oxygen. 
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