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FOREWORD



by Richard O’Brien




Food can be


FUN


But more loosely fuel


Such as,


A


Warm 


Loving-bowlful 


When the winters are cruel


Or


A roast 


Or


A grill 


Or chilli on toast with a chilled pickled dill.







Be it


BREAKFAST


Or


SUPPER


BRUNCH


LUNCH


Or


TEA


Here are meals of appeal with their own recipe.


They were tested by


GHOULS


And


GROUPS


Of


DUPED-FOOLS


Who succumbed to the pleasures of flattery


And at the end of the


TRIAL


They all wore a smile


And each thanked us for charging their battery.







AND NOW


Our promise to


YOU


With our hands on our


HEARTS


Is that we are bound to confound you with all sorts of sauce


And


ASTOUND


ALL


You


LOVERS


Of


TARTS.
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INTRODUCTION



“THAT’S HOW I DISCOVERED THE SECRET—THAT ELUSIVE INGREDIENT—THAT SPARK THAT IS THE BREATH OF LIFE.”


—Dr. Frank-N-Furter


[image: image]reated by actor, writer, and musician Richard O’Brien, The Rocky Horror Show hit the stage in 1973 at London’s Royal Court Theatre Upstairs to an audience of only sixty-three people. It was an immediate success, swiftly transcending boundaries and finding a cherished place in theaters across London. The magnetic appeal of the play knew no bounds, and productions cropped up across the world in the ensuing years. The film adaptation of the musical, known as The Rocky Horror Picture Show, hit the screens in 1975, and initially faced critical backlash. But adoring fans of both the play and the film formed a dedicated community, often dressing up as their favorite characters and interacting with the stage characters. This unique interaction—allowing admirers to actively participate in the celebration of The Rocky Horror Show—played a pivotal role in sustaining its allure over the past five decades.


The play, The Rocky Horror Show, is a magnificent homage to the B movies, science fiction and horror films of the golden era from the 1930s to the 1960s. Infused with the essence of glam rock, the plot weaves the tale of a newly engaged (and pretty uptight) couple whose fateful stormy night tire blowout leads them to the eerie home of mad scientist Dr. Frank-N-Furter. Along with his wild band of misfits, Frank unveils his latest creation—a muscle man named Rocky Horror—and a whirlwind of dramatic events are unleashed that captivate audiences to this day.


More than just entertaining spectacle, The Rocky Horror Show and The Rocky Horror Picture Show hold profound cultural significance, both influenced by and influencing the countercultural and sexual liberation movements that swept the 1970s and 1980s. Breaking new ground, the musical presented liberated characters, showcasing fluid sexualities at a time when such portrayals were rarely seen. Today, The Rocky Horror Show and its film counterpart, The Rocky Horror Picture Show, continue to reign as timeless cult classics, captivating audiences across the globe. Celebrated as a vivid queer art form, they champion gender fluidity and nonconformity, resonating deeply with diverse spectators who relish their campy charm and infectious tunes.


Step into the extraordinary world of The Rocky Horror Cookbook, where the recipes embrace the daring spirit of the iconic characters, wild plotlines, and catchy sing-along songs. Get the party started with Pelvic Thrust Pizza Sticks (here) and It’s Alright Janet Jalapeño Poppers (here), or cool things down with Thrill Me Chill Me Spicy Gazpacho (here). Prepare to be abducted by the otherworldly flavors of Science Fiction Spicy Shrimp (here), leaving you longing for more extraterrestrial delights.


But the fun doesn’t end there! Jump to the left and step to the right (with your hands on your hips) and serve up Time Warp Blood Orange Martinis (here) to your guests, or set out a tray of Sonic Transducer “Send You to Another Planet” Shooters (here) that will have everyone feeling like they’re on a galactic adventure.


And when it’s time for the main act, prepare to be mesmerized by the soy-marinated Creature of the Night Pork Tenderloin (here). Sink your fangs into crispy Over at the Frankenstein Place Fried Fish Fingers (here), or indulge in Dr. Frank-N-Furter’s Hot and Spicy Chili Dogs (here), a flamboyant twist on the classic.


As the night deepens, treat yourself and your guests to sweet temptations that will ignite your senses. Enter a world of indulgence with Midnight Double Chocolate Feature Brownies (here), a devilishly rich treat that’s worth staying up for, or let the Red Lips Red Velvet Cupcakes with Red Sparkle Sugar (here) give you the last kiss of the night.


Get ready for a tantalizing culinary extravaganza that’s as unforgettable as The Rocky Horror Show itself! With these daring recipes in hand, your kitchen will become a hotbed of sultry surprises and seductive flavors that’ll leave you craving more. Let the cooking adventures begin—it’s time to let loose and unleash your inner culinary diva!
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It’s impossible to imagine SEEING A MOVIE—MUCH LESS A LATE-NIGHT DOUBLE FEATURE—WITHOUT A TUB OF POPCORN. AND POPCORN IS JUST AS FITTING FOR A THEATRICAL MUSICAL HONORING SCIENCE FICTION AND “B” HORROR FILMS (B MOVIES HAVING HISTORICALLY BEEN SHOWN AS THE COMPANION TO THE MAIN ATTRACTION IN A DOUBLE FEATURE). THIS SAVORY TREAT KICKS IT UP A NOTCH—THINK HIGH HEELS AND FISHNETS—WITH THE ADDITION OF CHILI-LIME SEASONING, BUT YOU COULD SUBSTITUTE ANY SAVORY SPICE BLEND YOU LIKE (SEE TIP).


Makes 4 to 6 servings


3 tablespoons unsalted butter


1 tablespoon chili-lime seasoning


3 tablespoons neutral oil (such as avocado or canola)


½ cup unpopped popcorn kernels


Fine sea salt


In a small microwave-safe bowl, combine the butter and chili-lime seasoning. Melt the butter in the microwave in short bursts of 30 seconds. Stir to combine and set aside.


In a large, heavy pot over medium heat, warm the neutral oil. Add two popcorn kernels, cover, and cook until you hear the kernels pop. Remove from the heat and add the remaining kernels; swirl the pan for about 30 seconds. Re-cover the pot and continue to cook over medium heat, shaking the pan continuously, until the popping slows to 3 to 5 seconds between pops. Remove the pan from the heat and let sit for 30 seconds. Carefully lift the lid. You can also use plain microwave popcorn; you’ll need about 14 cups of popped popcorn. Pour the popcorn into a serving bowl.


While the popcorn is hot, drizzle with the reserved chili-lime butter and toss to coat evenly. Season with salt and serve right away.
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