



  [image: cover]






  

    

  




  Dear God




  


    

  




  [image: ]




  


     

  




  Published in 2007 by Silverdale Books


  An imprint of Bookmart Ltd


  Registered Number 2372865


  Trading as Bookmart Limited


  Blaby Road


  Wigston


  Leicester


  LE18 4SE




  Copyright © Constable & Robinson Ltd 2007




  Illustrations by Leah Barker




  All rights reserved. This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any

  form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.




  A copy of the British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library




  ISBN-13: 978-1-84509-586-4


  eISBN: 978-1-78033-334-2




  Printed and bound in the European Union




  1 3 5 7 9 10 8 6 4 2




  


     

  




  Contents




  Introduction




  

    Children’s Questions and Requests


  




  About Animals




  About the World




  About God, Heaven and the Angels




  Miscellany One




  Theological Questions




  Children’s Prayers




  About Home




  About School




  About Life and Death




  About Happiness And Sorrow




  About Family




  About Growing Up




  About Brothers And Sisters




  About Toys




  About Worries And Fears




  About Friends




  Miscellany Two




  

    Afterword


  




  


     

  




  Introduction




  It has been a fascinating task compiling the letters for this book. I had no idea what kinds of responses we would get to a request for children’s letters to God. In fact

  the letters here cover a huge spectrum, and give an intriguing insight into the world of children today. The children whose letters are collected here are aged between five and eleven, so they

  cover a period when children are at their most charming and innocent.




  A lot of the children here have taken the opportunity to ask God a question. Every parent will know how inquisitive children are. And they will also be familiar with those moments when children

  ask questions that we find hard to answer.




  Sometimes this is because the answer would be too complicated or difficult. When a child asks about where their dead cat lives now, or what will happen after we die, we can struggle to find the

  right answers simply because we want to teach a child the truth, but the truth is not always easy for a young child to digest.




  At other times, we find questions hard to answer because we realise we simply don’t know the answers ourselves. We may have long ago stopped wondering why elephants have trunks, why people

  can’t fly or why the sky is blue. One of the joys of listening to children, or reading their questions here, is that they remind us of what it is like to be a child, when the world is a

  magical and complicated place.




  It is only natural that when parents find it hard to answer a question, the child might think to ask the same question of God. Some of the letters in this book seem to fall into that category,

  while others simply demonstrate the fascinating, innocent mindset of youth.




  I have also been interested in the range of approaches that children have taken to the task of writing a letter to God.




  Some have taken a formal approach, putting a prayer to God either for something they want or for God to intervene somehow in the world. Whereas others have simply entered into a conversation

  with God, letting him know what is on their minds at that exact moment.




  This means that we catch a glimpse of the world of a child through these letters. Children talk about the things that matter to them – family, friends, school, pets, toys and their

  community. There are some sad letters here that show the strain of a difficult childhood and there are some very happy and funny letters. Children’s lives are as complex as those of adults,

  and they experience everything very intensely. This shows in the letters they write.




  It may help to know how we have approached gathering the material for this book. The book has been made with assistance of a number of schools around the world. I made several decisions early on

  in the process. The first was to make the process essentially anonymous. The first names given are correct (except in a few cases where I felt it appropriate to change the name for specific

  reasons), but we do not give an age or place that would enable anyone to identify the writer.




  We did this for two reasons. One was for simple security and confidentiality reasons. But more importantly, we wanted to encourage the children to be as open and honest as possible. It was

  explained to the children that their letters might be published, but we also made it clear that these letters were not going to be displayed in such a way that all their friends, family and the

  school at large would know who had written them. I feel that this has had the effect of eliciting some more personal and heartfelt letters than we would have got if the children had felt that they

  were going to be ‘read out to the class’ or shown to everyone they knew.




  This does mean that the children’s age (and in some cases) sex is not made clear. But I find that the age of the child is often reasonably obvious from the complexity of their writing. A

  ten-year-old has a much wider vocabulary and more complex syntax than a five-year-old does.




  Another issue we had to face was how hard we should try to make this an ecumenical project. There are specific problems in making the idea of ‘letters to God’ one that bridges

  cultural divides. The concerns of children are in many respects universal, but different religions have different conventions with regard to the dialogue with a superior being.




  The approach I took to this conundrum was to be relatively ‘hands-off’. We invited schools from a variety of religious backgrounds to contribute, and in many cases the schools that

  became involved are multicultural. We also made it clear that any child who didn’t wish to write to God should be allowed to abstain.




  The end result is that we have a book that is largely drawn from the Christian faith, with some exceptions. To alter this we would have had to be rather heavy-handed in our editing approach and

  would have had to do a great deal more ‘translation’. I think that the approach we have taken is probably the simplest solution to this problem, though it is clearly not the only

  feasible one.




  Finally we had to decide what approach to take to children’s spelling and grammatical errors. It is often quite funny to see the mistakes that children make, and some of the

  ‘bloopers’ were funny enough to deserve a book of their own.




  However we decided that it would be too distracting to leave spelling mistakes in their original form, and have thus corrected in the hope that this allows the ‘true voice’ of the

  child to be heard. We have been much lighter in our grammatical editing. We have added a small amount of punctuation, mostly full stops. And we have made a small number of amendments where the

  original was too confusing or ambiguous. We have also added paragraph breaks to some letters to improve the readability. But we have mostly left the children’s words in the exact order that

  they wrote them.




  (As a sidenote, I do suspect that the modern generation of children are worse at formal spelling than earlier generations. I have a particular bugbear about ‘txt’ abbreviations, but

  many children seem to regard using both these and emoticons as perfectly acceptable. I have been rather harsh in editing these out. Perhaps they show the true voice of children, but I don’t

  feel it is fair to publish a book that relies too much on computer jargon and teenage slang, so I have focused on using comprehensible language.)




  We have sorted the letters into a variety of categories as this gives some interesting juxtapositions. Some of the letters were too bizarre or individual to fit into any of the categories, so we

  have also included two Miscellany sections to round up all the letters we wanted to include.




  Some of the letters in the Miscellanies are the funniest here, although some are also rather strange. They can be dipped into at random, whereas the other chapters read well as an entirety as

  they give us a range of viewpoints on similar topics.




  I hope that you will enjoy reading this compilation as much as I have enjoyed editing it. It has been hard work, but the end result seems to me to be an intriguing and amusing snapshot of the

  way that children think about religion and the world around them.




  


     

  




  Children’s


  Questions and


  Requests




  


     

  




  It has to be said that many young children seem to see God and Santa Claus in the same kind of way, as all-powerful granters of wishes.




  A lot of the letters we received were requests of one sort or another. From children requesting new toys and magical powers through to the child who wants so desperately to go to Disneyland,

  these letters reflect the self-centered nature of childhood. Children expect to be looked after and to be given presents, so it seems only natural to them that they should ask God for whatever they

  want most of all.




  But there are other letters here that reflect children’s wider knowledge of their environment. There are children who want to help with new buildings for the school, who ask for money

  to help out at home in times of trouble, or who simply want God to do something nice for their parents.




  In these letters we see the start of responsibility, of understanding that other people’s needs matter as well as one’s own.




  In many of the letters we received, age group was not very significant as to subject matter, but it was very noticeable that the younger children were more likely to ask for something for

  themselves – for a present or personal dispensation. Whereas the older children had started to think more about the needs of others or to worry about their families.




  Reading between the lines one can see that some of these children come from families where there are problems that the child has become aware of. We always pray in times to trouble, and these

  children are at the early stages of understanding the difficulties that adults can go through.




  


     

  




  Dear God,




  I’d like to be able to bounce right up to the sky and then come down again safely to land on the ground again.




  Yours,




  Sally
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  Dear God,




  I wish I could see a long, long way and see things that were very far away.




  Then I could see my granny in her house and she could see me and we could wave to each other.




  Best,




  Jo




  Dear God,




  I want a Barbie with a pink dress and wings please. I have seen it on the TV.




  It looks like a mermaid.




  Judy
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  Dear God,




  I WANT TO GO TO DISNEYLAND.




  From,




  Kitty
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  Dear God,




  Can you make me an angel for the day? I’d like to fly around on the clouds and see everything from way up there.




  Henry




  Dear God,




  Our garden is very dry because it doesn’t rain enough.




  We need more rain please, for my sunflowers.




  Isaac
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  Dear God,




  I need new toys. The old ones are all broken, because the baby plays with them.




  Iliana
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  Dear God,




  Could you do something really nice for my mum? She works so hard and she gets tired sometimes, so it would be nice to give her a treat.




  Thank you,




  Rose




  Dear God,




  Can we have a new car? I don’t like the one we have now. It’s a boring colour.




  My friend Laurie has a car with lots of seats in the back and they can take all their toys because there is lots of space for everything.




  I’d like a pink car, with a television.




  Thank you,




  Ruth
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  Dear God,




  Can you find lost things? I lost my rabbit called Hoppity on the plane and I’d like him back.




  Do you know where he is?




  Thank you,




  Sarah




  Dear God,




  We need a new fence because the storm blew the old one down.




  Can I have a slide too?




  Yours faithfully,




  Louise
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  Dear God,




  Please can I have a new bike and a rabbit for Christmas? I like the pink bike that is in the window of the shop. I don’t like the brown one because it doesn’t have

  things on the bars. I like all the rabbits but especially the black one.




  Happy Christmas,




  Samantha xx




  Dear God,




  Could you make a pink cat? I like cats, but a pink one would be really special.




  Love,




  Casey
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  Dear God,




  I want my brother’s bedroom.




  Mine is very small and there is no room for all my toys. But he won’t let me play in his room because he says I make a mess.




  Can we swap some time?




  Love,




  Harold




  Dear God,




  Why does it always rain on my birthday? It never rains on Malandra’s birthday and she’s only three. I am four.




  It rained last year and this year and I like the sun. Can you make it sunny when I am five?




  Love,




  Jarinda
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  Dear God,




  Would you like to come and visit our town some time? We have a nice park and a library with lots of books, and there are some shops that sell toys and other things.




  When the Governor came to visit we had a big parade, and a carnival, we could do the same thing if you come.




  Tell my mother when you can come and she will send you an invitation.




  Best,




  Morten




  Dear God,




  I planted some trees in our garden. My dad helped me choose them and then we planted them together.




  One is an apple tree, and there is a fir tree and a poplar tree. They are very nice, but they are growing very slowly. Could you make them speed up a bit.




  Or if you can’t do that, maybe you could make sure it rains a bit extra on them because they like the rain a lot.




  It would be nice if the apple tree grows some apples, but it looks too small.




  Love,




  Jimmy
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  Dear God,




  I’d like to have a different name. I want everyone to call me Ariel.




  Can you change my name or do I have to tell them?




  Love,




  Bernadette
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