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For the children









‘Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.






Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.’






Martin Luther King Jnr,






1929–1968
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Places where children died in the Northern Ireland conflict
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Patrick Rooney (9), Divis Flats, West Belfast. Died: 15/08/1969






Gerald McAuley (15), Lower Springfield Road, Belfast. Died: 15/08/1969






Jim Dorrian (3), Short Strand, East Belfast. Died: 12/01/1970






Francis McGuigan (23 months), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 07/04/1970






Ann Gilligan (2), Falls Road, West Belfast. Died: 09/05/1970






Bernadette McCool (9), Creggan, Derry. Died: 27/06/1970






Carole McCool (3), Creggan, Derry. Died: 27/06/1970






Denise Dickson (5), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 08/02/1971






Damien Harkin (8), Bogside, Derry. Died: 24/07/1971






Desmond Healey (14), Lenadoon, West Belfast. Died: 09/08/1971






Leo McGuigan (16), Cliftonville, North Belfast. Died: 09/08/1971






Alphonsus Cunningham (13), Lower Falls, West Belfast. Died: 11/08/1971






James O’Hagan (16), Waterside, Derry. Died: 19/08/1971






Angela Gallagher (18 months), Falls Road, West Belfast. Died: 03/09/1971






Annette McGavigan (14), Bogside, Derry. Died: 06/09/1971






Gary Gormley (3), Foyle Road, Derry. Died: 09/09/1971






Maria McGurk (14), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 04/12/1971






Jimmy Cromie (13), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 04/12/1971






Tracey Munn (2), Oldpark, North Belfast. Died: 11/12/1971






Colin Nicholl (17 months), Oldpark, North Belfast. Died: 11/12/1971






Martin McShane (16), Coalisland, Co Tyrone. Died: 14/12/1971






James McCallum (16), Turf Lodge, West Belfast. Died: 18/12/1971






Michael Sloan (15), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 11/01/1972






David McAuley (15), Ardoyne, North Belfast. Died: 19/02/1972






Gerard Doherty (16), Creggan, Derry. Died: 25/02/1972






Michael Patrick Connors (14), Coalisland, Co Tyrone. Died: 01/03/1972






Tony Lewis (16), Clonard, West Belfast. Died: 09/03/1972






Sean O’Riordan (13), Clonard, West Belfast. Died: 23/03/1972






Patrick Campbell (16), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 25/03/1972






Francis Rowntree (11), Lower Falls, West Belfast. Died: 22/04/1972






Rosaleen Gavin (8), Oldpark, North Belfast. Died: 29/04/1972






Michael Magee (15), Springfield Road, West Belfast. Died: 13/05/1972






Martha Campbell (13), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 14/05/1972






Harold Morris (15), Shankill, West Belfast. Died: 18/05/1972






Manus Deery (15), Bogside, Derry. Died: 19/05/1972






Joan Scott (12), Oldpark, North Belfast. Died: 30/05/1972






Joseph Campbell (16), Ardoyne, North Belfast. Died: 11/06/1972









Names, ages, places of residence and dates of death of






the children who died as a result of the Troubles
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John Dougal (16), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 09/07/1972






Margaret Gargan (13), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 09/07/1972






David McCafferty (15), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 09/07/1972






Gerard Gibson (16), Turf Lodge, West Belfast. Died: 11/07/1972






David McClenaghan (14), Oldpark, North Belfast. Died: 12/07/1972






Alan Jack (5 months), Ballymagorry, Co Tyrone. Died: 19/07/1972






William Crothers (15), Newtownards Road, East Belfast. Died: 21/07/1972






Stephen Parker (14), Cavehill Road, North Belfast. Died: 21/07/1972






Daniel Hegarty (15), Creggan, Derry. Died: 31/07/1972






Kathryn Eakin (8), Claudy, Co Derry. Died: 31/07/1972






William Temple (16), Donemana, Co Tyrone. Died: 31/07/1972






Patrick Joseph Connolly (15), Claudy, Co Derry. Died: 08/08/1972






James Boyle (16), Glen Road, West Belfast. Died: 27/09/1972






Alex Moorehead (16), Newtownstewart, Co Tyrone. Died: 07/10/1972






Jim Doherty (6), Turf Lodge, West Belfast. Died: 15/10/1972






William Warnock (15), Newtownards Rd, East Belfast. Died: 17/10/1972






Tony Diamond (12), Creggan, Derry. Died: 23/10/1972






Michael Turner (16), Cavehill, North Belfast. Died: 29/10/1972






Claire Hughes (4), Sailortown, North Belfast. Died: 31/10/1972






Paula Strong (6), Sailortown, North Belfast. Died: 31/10/1972






Rory Gormley (14), Lisburn Road, South Belfast. Died: 27/11/1972






Bernard Fox (16), Ardoyne, North Belfast. Died: 04/12/1972






James Reynolds (16), Shore Road, Newtownabbey. Died: 15/12/1972






Geraldine O’Reilly (15), Belturbet, Co. Cavan. Died: 28/12/1972






Patrick Stanley (16), Clara, Co Offaly. Died: 28/12/1972






Peter Watterson (14), Falls Road, West Belfast. Died: 29/01/1973






Philip Rafferty (14), Andersonstown, West Belfast. Died: 30/01/1973






Gordon Gallagher (9), Creggan, Derry. Died: 25/02/1973






Kevin Heatley (12), Newry, Co Armagh. Died: 28/02/1973






Alan Welsh (16), Beersbridge, East Belfast. Died: 12/03/1973






Bernard McErlean (16), Grosvenor Road, West Belfast. Died: 20/03/1973






Patrick McCabe (16), Ardoyne, North Belfast. Died: 27/03/1973






Martin Corr (12), Grosvenor Road, West Belfast. Died: 30/03/1973






Tony McDowell (12), Ardoyne, North Belfast. Died: 19/04/1973






Eileen Mackin (14), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 17/05/1973






Paul Crummey (4), FInaghy Road, West Belfast. Died: 26/05/1973






David Walker (16), Belvoir, South Belfast. Died: 21/06/1973






Henry Cunningham (16), Carndonagh, Co Donegal. Died: 09/08/1973






Patrick Quinn (16), Dungannon, County Tyrone. Died: 16/08/1973






Anthony McGrady (16), Donegall Road, West Belfast. Died: 25/08/1973
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Bernard Teggart (15), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 13/11/1973






Kathleen Feeney (14), Brandywell, Derry. Died: 14/11/1973






Lee Haughton (5), Manchester. Died: 04/02/1974






Robert Haughton (2), Manchester. Died: 04/02/1974






Thomas Donaghy (16), Rathcoole, Newtownabbey. Died: 11/02/1974






Michael McCreesh (15), Dromintee, Co Armagh. Died: 10/03/1974






Baby Doherty (Unborn), Sheriff Street, Dublin. Died: 17/05/1974






Jacqueline O’Brien (16 months), Lower Gardiner Street, Dublin. Died: 17/05/1974






Anne Marie O’Brien (41/2 months), Lower Gardiner Street, Dublin. Died: 17/05/1974






Michelle Osborne (12), Ligoniel, North Belfast. Died: 09/06/1974






Michael Browne (16), Bangor, Co Down. Died: 12/07/1974






Joseph McGuinness (13), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 15/08/1974






Patrick McGreevy (15), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 19/09/1974






Michael Hughes (16), Newry, Co Armagh. Died: 18/10/1974






Michael Meenan (16), Shantallow, Derry. Died: 30/10/1974






John McDaid (16), Strand Road, Derry. Died: 07/12/1974






Patrick Toner (7), Forkhill, Co Armagh. Died: 19/01/1975






Eddie Wilson (16), Cavehill, North Belfast. Died: 26/01/1975






Robert Allsopp (15), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 23/03/1975






Baby Bowen (Unborn), Killyliss, Co Tyrone. Died: 21/04/1975






Michelle O’Connor (3), Ormeau Road, South Belfast. Died: 13/06/1975






John Rolston (16), White City, North Belfast. Died: 28/06/1975






Charles Irvine (16), Divis Flats, West Belfast. Died: 13/07/1975






Patrick Crawford (15), Glen Road, West Belfast. Died: 10/08/1975






Siobhan McCabe 4, Lower Falls, West Belfast. Died: 10/08/1975






James Templeton (15), Ormeau Road, South Belfast. Died: 29/08/1975






Stephen Geddis (10), Divis Flats, West Belfast. Died: 30/08/1975






Eileen Kelly (6), Beechmount, West Belfast. Died: 30/10/1975






Kevin McCauley (13), Andersonstown, West Belfast. Died: 06/11/1975






Michael Donnelly (14), Silverbridge, Co Armagh. Died: 19/12/1975






Thomas Rafferty (14), Portadown, Co Armagh. Died: 07/02/1976






Robert McLernon (16), Stewartstown, Co Tyrone. Died: 07/02/1976






Anthony Doherty (15), Turf Lodge, West Belfast. Died: 14/02/1976






James McCaughey (13), Dungannon, Co Tyrone. Died: 17/03/1976






Patrick Barnard (13), Dungannon, Co Tyrone. Died: 18/03/1976






Joanne Maguire (8), Andersonstown, West Belfast. Died: 10/08/1976






Andrew Maguire (6 weeks), Andersonstown, West Belfast. Died: 10/08/1976






John Maguire (2), Andersonstown, West Belfast. Died: 11/08/1976






Majella O’Hare (12), Ballymoyer, Co Armagh. Died: 14/08/1976






Brigeen Dempsey (10 months), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 27/08/1976
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Brian Stewart (13), Turf Lodge, West Belfast. Died: 10/10/1976






Anne Magee (16), Cliftonville Road, North Belfast. Died: 11/10/1976






Carol McMenamy (14), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 06/11/1976






Philomena Greene (16), Lurgan, Co Armagh. Died: 28/11/1976






Geraldine McKeown (14), Ardoyne, North Belfast. Died: 08/12/1976






Graeme Dougan (15 months), Glengormley, Co Antrim. Died: 01/01/1977






Kevin McMenamin (7), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 10/04/1977






Paul McWilliams (16), Springhill Avenue, West Belfast. Died: 09/08/1977






Michael Neill (16), Unity Flats, North Belfast. Died: 24/10/1977






Marcia Gregg (15), Ligoniel, North Belfast. Died: 16/11/1977






Lesley Gordon (11), Maghera, Co Derry. Died: 08/02/1978






Michael Scott (10), Oldpark, North Belfast. Died: 12/02/1978






John Boyle (16), Dunloy, Co Antrim. Died: 11/07/1978






Graham Lewis (13), Woodvale, North Belfast. Died: 14/10/1978






James Keenan (16), Darkley, Co Armagh. Died: 24/02/1979






Martin McGuigan (16), Darkley, Co Armagh. Died: 24/02/1979






Nicholas Knatchbull (14), Mersham, Kent. Died: 27/08/1979






Paul Maxwell (15), Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh. Died: 27/08/1979






Doreen McGuinness (16), Grosvenor Road, West Belfast. Died: 01/01/1980






Hugh Maguire (9), Ballymurphy, West Belfast. Died: 10/02/1980






Paul Moan (15), Glen Road, West Belfast. Died: 31/03/1980






Michael McCartan (16), Lower Ormeau, South Belfast. Died: 23/07/1980






Paul Whitters (15), Bishop Street, Derry. Died: 25/04/1981






Desmond Guiney (14), Rathcoole, Newtownabbey. Died: 08/05/1981






Julie Livingstone (14), Lenadoon, West Belfast. Died: 13/05/1981






Carol Ann Kelly (12), Twinbrook, West Belfast. Died: 22/05/1981






John Dempsey (16), Turf Lodge, West Belfast. Died: 08/07/1981






Danny Barrett (15), Ardoyne, North Belfast. Died: 09/07/1981






Alan McCrum (11), Loughbrickland, County Down. Died: 15/03/1982






Stephen McConomy (11), Bogside, Derry. Died: 19/04/1982






Patrick Smith (16), Lower Ormeau, South Belfast. Died: 02/06/1982






Stephen Bennett (14), Divis Flats, West Belfast. Died: 16/09/1982






Kevin Valliday (11), Divis Flats, West Belfast. Died: 17/09/1982






David Devine (16), Strabane, Co Tyrone. Died: 23/02/1985






David Hanna (6), Hillsborough, Co Down. Died: 23/07/1988






Emma Donnelly (13), Benburb, Co Tyrone. Died: 23/11/1988






Seamus Duffy (15), Oldpark, North Belfast. Died: 09/08/1989






Nivruti Islania (6 months), Wildenrath, West Germany. Died: 26/10/1989






Charles Love (16), Strabane, Co Tyrone. Died: 28/01/1990






Katrina Rennie (16), Craigavon, Co Armagh. Died: 28/03/1991
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Colin Lundy (16), Glengormley, County Antrim. Died: 09/11/1991






James Kennedy (15), The Markets, South Belfast. Died: 05/02/1992






Patrick Harmon (15), New Lodge, North Belfast. Died: 25/03/1992






Danielle Carter (15), Basildon, Essex. Died: 10/04/1992






Johnathan Ball (3), Warrington, Cheshire. Died: 20/03/1993






Tim Parry (12), Warrington, Cheshire. Died: 25/03/1993






Michelle Baird (7), Forthriver, North Belfast. Died: 23/10/1993






Leanne Murray (13), Shankill, West Belfast. Died: 23/10/1993






Brian Duffy (15), Ligoniel, North Belfast. Died: 05/12/1993






Barbara McAlorum (9), Skegoneill, North Belfast. Died: 15/03/1996






Darren Murray (12), Portadown, Co Armagh. Died: 10/10/1996






James Morgan (16), Annsborough, Co Down. Died: 24/07/1997






Richard Quinn (10), Ballymoney, Co Antrim. Died: 12/07/1998






Mark Quinn (9), Ballymoney, Co Antrim. Died: 12/07/1998






Jason Quinn (8), Ballymoney, Co Antrim. Died: 12/07/1998






James Barker (12), Buncrana, Co Donegal. Died: 15/08/1998






Fernando Blasco Baselga (12), Madrid, Spain. Died: 15/08/1998






Breda Devine (20 months), Donemana, Co Tyrone. Died: 15/08/1998






Oran Doherty (8), Buncrana, Co Donegal. Died: 15/08/1998






Shaun McLaughlin (12), Buncrana, Co Donegal. Died: 15/08/1998






Maura Monaghan (20 months), Augher, Co Tyrone. Died: 15/08/1998






Monaghan Twins Unborn, Augher, Co Tyrone. Died: 15/08/1998






Alan Radford (16), Omagh, Co Tyrone. Died: 15/08/1998






Lorraine Wilson (15), Omagh, Co Tyrone. Died: 15/08/1998






Thomas McDonald (16), White City, North Belfast. Died: 04/09/2001






Glen Branagh (16), Tiger’s Bay, North Belfast. Died: 11/11/2001






Thomas Devlin (15), Fortwilliam, North Belfast. Died: 10/08/2005






Michael McIlveen (15), Ballymena, County Antrim. Died: 08/05/2006
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Foreword









One of the proudest days of my life was on 11 November, 1997 when I was






inaugurated as the 8th President of Ireland and, as I said in Dublin Castle that






day, the first President from Ulster.






In my inauguration speech, with the theme ‘building bridges’, I spoke about






my own life experience. Born in Ardoyne in Belfast, I came of age in a deeply






militarised and violent society.






My family ran a pub in Belfast, and, like everyone featured within these






pages, we were never far from the violence of the Troubles. My brother John






was badly beaten for no other reason than his religion. Our family home, with






nine children, was often attacked for the same reason – indeed our parish had the






highest incidence per capita of sectarian deaths.






Our family pub, the Long Bar on Belfast’s Leeson Street, was the target






of a car bomb in October, 1972. As the terrorists ran away from the car, they






inadvertently left the handbrake off. The car rolled forward as pedestrians,






including my sister’s good friend Olive Campbell – at 23 only a couple of years






older than I was – tried to protect her baby daughter. Olive was killed when






the car exploded – she died in my father’s arms. Newspapers the following day






showed her daughter being comforted by strangers.






My father was traumatised by this atrocity for the rest of his life. On my






own wedding day a few years later, two of my dearest friends and neighbours,






Myles and Tony O’Reilly, were murdered. It made for a sombre honeymoon and






a dedication of our lives to the vision and values of Daniel O’Connell, whose






home we made a pilgrimage to during those strange honeymoon days.






I was thinking of these horrors and the catalogue of other tragedies during









by Mary McAleese
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FOREWORD









the Troubles when I wrote my inaugural address as the first President of Ireland






from Ulster. That day I said:










We know only too well the cruelty and capriciousness of violent






conflict. Our own history has been hard on lives, young and old. Too






hard on those who died and those left behind with only shattered






dreams and poignant memories.






We hope and pray – indeed we insist – that we have seen the last of






violence. We demand the right to solve our problems by dialogue and






the noble pursuit of consensus. We hope to see that consensus pursued






without the language of hatred and contempt and we wish all those






engaged in that endeavour well.






The greatest salute to all those dead and the living who they loved






would be the achievement of peace. No side has a monopoly of pain,






each has suffered intensely.










Little did I know that before I had even served one year as President, I would






be sitting in a hospital in Omagh trying to comfort a bereft group of Spanish






students after a beautiful Saturday afternoon trip turned into unimaginable






horror when another car bomb exploded, killing 29 people and two unborn






twins. Two Spanish members of their trip were killed as well as three of their






friends from their host families in Buncrana.






I felt my energy evaporate in Omagh: those deaths almost made me lose






hope. It was an awful moment of disbelief. A feeling of ‘How can we ever again






gather the fragments of the peace process?’ But we did and were compelled to do






so because of all those fragmented and shattered lives.






It is these children’s lives that are so vividly remembered, reclaimed and






rededicated in this important book. In a lesson to all of us, this book is not about






recrimination, or blame. Instead, it is a powerful reminder of the catastrophic,






enduring effects of violent and premature death. In the words of one of the






bereaved parents in this book, bullets never stop travelling.






I truly believe that this powerful book, in its humanity, and its by turns joyous






and tragic recollections, is another stepping stone on our road to recovery. It






reminds us of the futility of violence, no matter what its source. Joe Duffy and






Freya McClements recount the stories of both the lives of those young people,






and their tragic and unnecessary deaths.
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I am struck by how many deaths of children they uncovered which had not






been previously publicly recorded. The revised figure of 186 children aged 16 or






under who died violently in the Troubles is truly shocking.






One of the many funerals I attended as President of Ireland for the victims of






the Omagh bombing was for twelve-year-old Shaun McLaughlin. I subsequently






discovered that he had visited me at the Áras only eight weeks previously.






For my family and me, school visits were joyous, often raucous occasions, as






young people ran and played in the house and around the grounds, often with






my own three young children. Shaun wrote a poem, ‘The Bridge’, which he gave






to me on that visit. Shaun’s words, his story and the shortened lives of all those






in this book, will not only stop you in your tracks, it will check all who consider






resorting to violence, regardless of the circumstances.






‘Scatter the seeds of peace across our land/so we can travel hand in hand/






across the bridge of hope.’










Mary McAleese, June 2019














xix












INTRODUCTION









Wendy Parry’s 12-year-son Tim had gone into town to buy a Mother’s Day card






and a pair of Everton football shorts. The next time Wendy saw her son, he was






in a hospital bed. Fatally injured in the IRA bombing of Warrington in 1993, his






family had no choice but to switch off his life support machine.






Tim is one of 186 children – aged 16 and under – who died as a result of the






Troubles in Northern Ireland.






The first, Patrick Rooney, was killed 50 years ago in 1969; the last, Michael






McIlveen, died in 2006, more than three decades later.






‘He’s not special to everyone but he’s so special to me and my family,’ says






Maggie Crawford of her 15-year-old brother Patrick.






Her words could stand for the families of each of the 186 children who are






remembered in this book. While their loss is always with their parents and






siblings, their wider family circle, their friends and their communities, all too






often their names have been publicly forgotten.






In the midst of a conflict which cost the lives of more than 3,700 people, it is






perhaps inevitable; with Children of the Troubles, this is something which we have






sought to remedy.






Children of the Troubles grew from Children of the Rising, Joe Duffy’s






investigation into the lives of the 40 children who died during the Easter Rising






in 1916. Yet even as he wrote, Joe found himself continually reminded of the









Introduction
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‘When you lose a child, you just can’t forget it. You have those last






moments forever. A lot of people have said to me, “Why on earth would






you want to bring all that back?”. I’ve said, we don’t bring it back.






It’s with us all the time.’
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parallels between the children killed in Easter week and the children who died in






the bloodiest conflict of 20th century Ireland, the North’s Troubles.






Children died in their homes, or at play, or at work. They died in their prams,






or on their way to the shop, or while fighting. They died because of childish






curiosity, or unexpected circumstance, or simply because violence had come to






the streets where they lived. The majority – approximately 42.5% – were killed by






republicans. Loyalists were responsible for 27% of child deaths, and the security






forces for 26%.






This final percentage, comprised of children killed by either the British army






or by the RUC, is significantly higher than the figure, based on Lost Lives, that the






security forces were responsible for 10% of deaths among those of all ages killed






during the Troubles.






There have been convictions – for murder or manslaughter – in fewer than






15% of child deaths, all amongst either loyalist or republican paramilitaries or






their associates. There have been convictions for lesser offences in connection






with a handful more.






It seems incredible that there is no single, official list of Troubles’ fatalities.






The closest is Lost Lives, by David McKittrick, Seamus Kelters et al., which has






made the single greatest contribution to our knowledge of the Troubles and our






understanding of its consequences. It was the starting point for our research,






and a work to which we referred constantly during the writing of this book; it is






frequently cited in our pages, and we are forever indebted to its scholarship.






In the course of our research, we have uncovered the stories of nine additional






children who we believe should be acknowledged as victims of the Troubles.






Aside from age – 16 or under – our only criteria have been that in each case we






believe the child’s death was as a result of the Troubles. In many cases, this was






clear-cut; in others, less so.






For example, while only road accident deaths which were known to have taken






place during disturbances were included in Lost Lives, we believe that deaths such






as those of Jim Dorrian, Damien Harkin and others were nevertheless a result of






the Troubles and should be included.






Moreover, while many factors – not least the passage of time – make it






virtually impossible to prove definitively whether, for example, 23-month-old






Francis McGuigan did indeed die as a result of inhaling CS gas, we adjudged that






the circumstances of his death and his sister’s testimony was sufficient to merit






his inclusion.
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Similarly, the parents of Thomas Devlin revealed that at the time of their






son’s murder they had been asked not to claim it was sectarian; they told us that






they are in no doubt that Thomas was killed because of his religion, and that he






should be regarded as a victim of the Troubles.






In other instances, we have been forced to make a decision as to how far the






line of cause and effect extends. For this reason, we have chosen not to include






two-year-old James Coleman, one of the many refugees who fled west Belfast






at the start of the Troubles and who died, along with his parents, of carbon






monoxide poisoning in their caravan in Co. Kildare.






We also have not included five-year-old John Morrow, who was electrocuted






by a loose cable while playing in burnt-out houses in Farringdon Gardens in north






Belfast in 1971, nor 12-year-old Cathy McGartland who – though a member of the






Cailíní – died in 1974 in an accidental fall which was unrelated to her membership,






nor the young brother and sister Brian and Elaine Boylan, who were killed in an






accident involving a lorry which had been diverted as a result of a series of IRA






hijackings in Dublin in 1974.






We acknowledge, too, that this is a work in progress, and would invite any






readers who are aware of any other children who they believe should be included






to contact us at childrenofthetroubles@gmail.com






We have included four unborn children – baby Doherty and baby Bowen,






both of whom have been officially recognised as Troubles’ victims – and the






Monaghan twins, who died along with their sister, mother and grandmother in






the 1998 Omagh bombing.






We would like to acknowledge here the other unborn children who died,






either as a result of their mother’s death or because of a miscarriage brought






on by a Troubles-related incident or trauma. Their loss is no less significant, and






their families’ sorrow no less great.






The majority of the book is comprised of biographies of each child. These






are arranged chronologically, with a timeline at the beginning of each year which






sets the time in its political and social context. These pieces are interspersed with






essays which examine particular aspects of childhood during the Troubles and its






impact both on families and wider society.






Where possible, we made contact with family members. Children of the






Troubles is based on more than 100 original interviews, the majority with relatives






of the children remembered in these pages; for some, it was their first ever






interview. Time after time, we were overwhelmed by your dignity, and by your
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kindness and generosity towards us, and we are deeply grateful to you for placing






your trust in us.






Across Northern Ireland, you welcomed us into your homes. You showed






us your treasured photographs, your keepsakes – the wooden rattle, the pair of






plimsolls, the 50-year-old schoolbag. We felt privileged that you would share your






precious memories with us; they will stay with us.






Frequently, we cried; often, at unexpected moments – driving home from an






interview, while writing, or while simply staring at the computer screen. We felt






loss, and anger at 186 wasted lives.






In Children of the Troubles, we tell their stories: the story of ‘Wee Pat’ Toner,






who loved his pet cows and wanted to be a vet; the story of James Keenan and






Martin McGuigan, who were on their way to see their first showband; the story






of Denise Dickson, who never got her first taste of peanut butter.






The story of Tim Parry, who loved Everton FC and loved girls – so much so,






that his parents are sure he would have given them plenty of grandchildren. After






he was killed, his parents set up a peace centre in Warrington. ‘We wanted to






make sure Tim was not forgotten,’ said his mother Wendy. “We didn’t want him






to be like other children in Northern Ireland, where they were basically a number






on a list of young people killed. We wanted to make sure that Tim did count.”






In Children of the Troubles, we acknowledge the lives of the 186 children who






were killed during the conflict. We remember that they lived and were loved, and






celebrate them: their characters, their passions, their hopes and dreams. They do






count.






13-year-old Philip Rafferty wanted to become an architect and had promised






his mother he would build her a house. He was killed in 1973 by a loyalist gang






who took him from the street in west Belfast, tortured him and then shot him in






the head.






His mother, Maureen, was one of the first people who spoke to us. ‘Nobody






knows my Philip’s name,’ she told us. ‘I want the world to know my Philip’s






name.’






Throughout the research and writing of Children of the Troubles, her words






have been our inspiration and our guide. We hope we have done all the children






justice.










Joe Duffy & Freya McClements, July 2019
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Derry, 1969.






Opposite: Civil rights march, Derrry.
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l.People’s Democracy civil rights march from Belfast to Derry is






attacked by loyalists at Burntollet Bridge






l.Moderate unionist prime minister Terence O’Neill is forced from






office, replaced by James Chichester-Clark






l.Bernadette Devlin becomes youngest woman to be elected to






Westminster






l.Rioting sparked by an Apprentice Boys march in Derry develops






into the three-day ‘Battle of the Bogside’






l.The British army arrives in Northern Ireland; it is deployed first in






Derry on 14 August, and in Belfast the following day






l.Nine-year-old Patrick Rooney becomes the first child victim of the






Troubles
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l.Catholic residents are burnt out of their homes as loyalists attack the






Lower Falls area of Belfast. Seven others are killed in the rioting, and






Bombay Street is burned to the ground. Almost 2,000 people become






refugees






l.Taoiseach Jack Lynch moves troops and field hospitals to the border






and calls for UN intervention






l.In December the Northern-based Provisional IRA splits from the






Official IRA, headquartered in Dublin; the Provisionals’ leadership






commences an ‘armed struggle’ in an effort to achieve a united Ireland






l.Popular toys include Corgi and Matchbox cars, and Sindy, Barbie and






Action Man dolls.


[image: Image_58430.png]











3












[ 1969 ]


[image: Images/Graphic_58460.png]


[image: Graphic_10664.png][image: Image_10128.png]






Name:   Patrick Rooney






Age:   9






From:   Divis Flats, West Belfast






Date of Death:   15/O8/1969













As night fell on 14 August 1969, it seemed to






Neely and Alice Rooney as if all of Belfast was






on fire. Unable to leave their ground-floor flat,






they watched as tracer bullets fired by the RUC sent flashes of light through the






sky. Fearful for their six children’s safety, they gathered them together in one room.






Nine-year-old Patrick was the eldest; he was ‘a thoughtful child’, Alice






remembers, who loved Hallowe’en. ‘His father used to cut the turnips out for






him, and skeletons’ faces, and hung them up around the walls for him.”






‘You looked up to him because he was the oldest,’ says his sister Sharon. ‘He






made us say our prayers at night. We weren’t allowed to go to bed unless we’d






knelt down and said our prayers.’






An altar boy, Patrick had been serving at eight o’clock mass all week. ‘He






always loved horror movies on the TV, so I’d have kept him up that wee bit late,’






says Alice. ‘The others were all in bed and when he was going up the stairs that






night he said, “Don’t be waking me in the morning, I’m not on until one because






it’s the feast of Our Lady.” That was the last thing he said.’






Alice and Neely contemplated their escape. Could they make it to Neely’s






sister’s house? Alice reached into the wardrobe to get a coat for Patrick’s brother,






Felix. Suddenly she felt a burning sensation; a bullet had grazed her cheek.






‘Then Patrick slid down the wall,’ says Alice. I thought he’d fainted but when






I lifted him up there was blood coming from the back of his head.’






She laid her son on the bed. ‘That’s why people keep saying he was shot on






the bed but he wasn’t, he slid down the wall. Neely said, “Get down and pray.”’






Patrick was the first child to die as a result of the Troubles.






His teacher came to see Alice and told her that Patrick had wanted to be a






priest. ‘He was very smart,’ says his younger brother Con. ‘He did well at school






– he was a brainbox. They made a programme about Patrick later, and people






were saying he could have been anything.’
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Patrick had been shot with a machine gun mounted on an RUC armoured






car; that same year, the Scarman Tribunal concluded it could not be justified.1






A year after their son’s death, Patrick’s parents named their new baby Patrick






in his memory.






Neely campaigned for the rest of his life to have the policeman who killed






his son brought to justice. ‘They can’t say to me he was in the wrong place at






the wrong time,’ he told The Irish Times. He was in his home when he was shot






dead.’2
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Gerald McAuley loved the outdoors. From the age of






ten he and his friends would walk out to Dundrod,






County Antrim, to watch the motorcycle racing.






‘They used to take bread and butter with them for






their lunch,’ says Gerald’s mother Ellen. ‘He’d say, “I’m away to Dundrod,” and






that’d be him all day.’






Gerald loved fishing and birds, and going walking with his father on Black






Mountain, high above west Belfast; at school he played Gaelic football and






hurling, and won medals for his sporting achievements.






He could also be a daredevil – Ellen remembers being on a bus and suddenly






seeing her son ‘flying past me on the back of this trailer’. ‘He said, “I was only






going to the Markets to see could I get a job.”’






Gerald had just started working in a clothing factory three weeks before he






was killed, and had planned to join the Irish merchant navy that September.






In June, Gerald and his friends had been playing handball when the ball went
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Name:   Gerald McAuley






Age:   15






From:   Lower Springfield Road, Belfast






Date of Death:   15/O8/1969
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up onto a factory roof. Tall for his age, Gerald climbed up after it and fell right






through the roof, just missing the machines and hitting the concrete instead. ‘He






should have been dead that June,’ says Ellen, ‘but instead he died in August.’






Gerald was shot and killed by a loyalist gunman as he helped local people






who had been burnt out of their homes in and around Bombay Street amid the






violence that had erupted in Belfast; he was attempting to bring them to what






he hoped was the safety of Clonard Monastery. Fr P.J. Egan, the superior of the






monastery, heard the shots ring out and saw Gerald lying on the street outside.






He gave him absolution and anointed him. ‘Apparently Gerald knew he was a






priest, and he died in his arms,’ says Ellen.






‘I took all my children when they were born over to Clonard to get them






blessed. I had him consecrated to the Blessed Virgin and she took him on her day,






15th August, and he had a priest with him too, so there’s a lot to be thankful for.’






A member of the Fianna, Gerald was the first republican to die in the






Troubles. Today, a plaque marks the spot where he died; his picture looks down






from a gable wall in the rebuilt Bombay Street over a memorial to the local






civilians and IRA volunteers who would subsequently lose their lives. Behind it,






the corrugated sheeting and wire mesh of a so-called peace wall remain.






Now 88, Ellen finds it a comfort that her son is remembered. ‘His friends






called him Geraldo,’ she says. ‘I didn’t know that until after he died, but Gerry






Adams was speaking at a commemoration one day and kept referring to him as






Geraldo. That was nice.’
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The British army starts






to use rubber bullets.






Opposite: British army






patrol, Belfast, 1970.
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l.The first civilians are killed by the IRA and the British army. The






year also marks the first female fatalities, as well as the first Garda






to die as a result of the Troubles






l.British army starts to use rubber bullets in riot situations






l.The nationalist SDLP is formed, as is the cross-community






Alliance Party






l.Ian Paisley is elected MP for North Antrim






l.Dana, an 18-year-old Derry schoolgirl, wins the Eurovision Song






Contest; in December Santa arrives for some lucky children by






British army helicopter.









1970
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Name:   Jim Dorrian






Age:   3






From:   Short Strand, East Belfast






Date of Death:   12/O1/197O













Jim Dorrian was in a rush to get out to play. The three-year-old was on his way






up the street; as he left the house he had taken a sausage from his uncle’s plate.






Jim was ‘my sister’s wee boy’, explains Jimmy McLarnon. ‘He was called after






me.’






The little boy was the first child to be killed by a British army vehicle. ‘The






soldier said he had seen kids on the right-hand side of the street and cut the






corner,’ says Jimmy.






‘When he realised he’d hit Jim, he cried like a child.’






Jim’s father, Robert Dorrian, joined the IRA in 1971 and was killed in 1972 in






an accidental explosion.3
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To this day, Margaret McGuigan can picture her younger brother Francis






perfectly. ‘He was the most gorgeous little boy, with the darkest curly hair and






dark, chocolate eyes. He was so pleasant, always smiling, and he looked like a






wee cherub because he had such rosy cheeks.’






Ten years old and the eldest in her family, Margaret often looked after her






little brother. She and her sister Louise, who was nine, used to push Francis up









Name:   Francis McGuigan






Age:   23 months






From:   Ballymurphy, West Belfast






Date of Death:  O7/O4/197O
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and down the street in his pram. ‘Everybody used to stop us because he was just






so pleasant and would gurgle away at people.






‘Francis had a little pull-along toy, a little red horse, that he used to play with






all the time. He used to pull it along and it made a clicking noise and he loved it;






he would play with it for ages. He also loved it if you threw him up in the air and






caught him, you would have heard the chuckles out of him.’






He called his sister ‘Mar-Mar’ – ‘because he couldn’t say Margaret’ – and he






would ‘put out his wee chubby arms to get lifted up’.






The day before he died, there had been serious rioting in Ballymurphy, in






west Belfast. ‘The army suddenly came in,’ says Margaret, ‘and I remember the






bin lids going and the whistles blowing and the doors being kicked in.’






She and her siblings sheltered in the back bedroom of their house, Francis






in his cot, while their parents watched from the landing window. ‘I remember them






screaming, “They’re shooting tear gas into the houses,” and I remember hearing






the window smash and then the gas. I can still get that sensation where my eyes were






streaming and burning and you’re coughing. Francis got so ill. I can remember him






just vomiting, and Mummy saying he had diarrhoea and phoning for an ambulance.’






The baby never came home. ‘My dad carried the little white coffin from the






house to the church and it was the first time I had ever seen a man cry.’






The army denied that the gas had caused Francis’ death and said the assistant






state pathologist ‘was of the opinion that death was not caused by the gas’.4






Local community associations and politicians disputed this, and there was a call






in parliament for an inquiry into his death.5






An inquest jury decided that Francis’s death had been due to natural causes;






the coroner, Dr Herbert Lowe, ‘ruled out any allegation that the military or






police were in any way responsible’.6






Four years later Francis’ parents received a letter from the regiment that had






been in Ballymurphy that day, offering their ‘sincere condolences’.






Margaret is in no doubt that the gas caused her brother’s death. ‘Francis had






a bad chest but otherwise he was perfectly healthy,’ she said. ‘All I remember is






a little boy who was very much loved and brought so much joy to us, who was






there one minute and was gone the next.’
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Ann Gilligan was playing cowboys and Indians. She and the other children – her






siblings and the two 12-year-old boys who were babysitting them – would have been






laughing and giggling as they ran around the house.






When the Gilligan children ran upstairs, the boys followed. ‘On pushing open a






bedroom door,’ the inquest heard, ‘a pair of trousers fell to the floor and a loaded






revolver fell out of the pocket.’






The boys began playing with the gun. One of them pointed it at Ann, and pulled






the trigger. ‘It went off. The girl fell to the floor.’7






The coroner described Ann’s death as ‘another of these terribly tragic cases






arising out of the present circumstances in Northern Ireland’.8






Hours after his daughter’s death, Ann’s father John was charged with possessing






a thousand rounds of ammunition. He was released on bail to allow him to






attend Ann’s funeral, and the Evening Herald reported that ‘women relatives burst






into tears and sobbed bitterly’ when he was remanded in custody days after her burial.






In a statement at the inquest into her death, John said the loaded gun had been in






his house for a month, and he had known it was in his trouser pocket. ‘He accepted






responsibility,’ the statement said.9






In death notices in The Irish News, Ann was described as a ‘dearly beloved little






daughter … very deeply regretted by her sorrowing Mummy and Daddy’.10










g g g g g









Name:   Ann Gilligan






Age:   2






From:   Falls Road, West Belfast






Date of Death:   O9/O5/197O
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When Bernadette McCool’s older brother John






looks at photographs of his sister, he is struck






by how pretty she was. ‘I’d say she would have






been a stunner,’ he says. ‘One of the memories I






have of Bernadette is that she had lovely hair, and she loved brushing her hair out.’






Her younger sister Sinead still has the bows Bernadette was wearing in her hair






the day before she died. ‘She had two lovely green tartan bows, and she pulled them






out of her hair that night before going to bed. She’d set them on top of the television,






and they’re still exactly the way they were when they came out of her hair.’






Bernadette liked school – she was in Mrs Casey’s class at Nazareth House






Primary School, in Bishop Street in Derry – and was popular with her friends






and with the neighbours.






She loved singing. ‘I often remember my mother saying she would have






been sitting at the foot of the stairs singing,’ remembers Sinead. ‘One of the






songs was “Nobody’s Child”. She would have sat singing that at the foot of the






stairs.’






Bernadette and her youngest sister Carole died, along with their father






Tommy and two other men, Thomas Carlin and Joseph Coyle, after an explosion






engulfed the McCool home in Dunree Gardens in flames.






The three had been members of the IRA during the 1956–62 Border






Campaign; Tommy and his former comrades found themselves among the






most senior republicans in Derry when the Troubles erupted.






That night they had been attempting to make a bomb in the kitchen when






there was an accident; a stack of crates had been knocked over. John was in the






sitting room. ‘I just heard, “boom”.’ He rushed out. ‘I heard screams and I saw






the flash coming out, it was like a fireball.’






Rescuers were unable to reach Bernadette and Carole, who were asleep






upstairs. Four-year-old Sinead – who had refused to go to bed that night –









Name:   Bernadette McCool






Age:   9






From:   Creggan, Derry






Date of Death:   27/O6/197O
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survived because she was asleep on the sofa. ‘I remember my mother grabbing






Sinead and us all running out to the street. The smoke was just billowing out






of the house,” says John. ‘Neighbours had to pull me away because I was trying






to get in to reach them. They had to sit on me to hold me down.’






The inquest into their deaths heard that firemen had found ‘what appeared






to be the remnants of a wooden crate containing bases of two pint milk bottles






and five large mineral bottles’. A colleague had discovered a tin containing






sodium chlorate and a white cloth gauze in the kitchen, and in the backyard






‘a brown paper bag containing one and three quarter pounds of sodium and






a plastic funnel.’11






He and Sinead are thankful that many of their family photographs survived






the fire; they had been stored safely in a tin box. ‘When I look at them now,






 I often wonder,’ says John. ‘She was good-looking. She would have gone






places.’
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Carole was the youngest in a family of five –






15-year-old John, 13-year-old Kieran, and then the






girls: Bernadette (9), Sinead (4), and three-year-​






old Carole. ‘When the girls came on the scene,’ says John, ‘suddenly they were






the ones getting all the attention.’






Their Granny McCool’s house, on Moore Street, was a focal point for the






family. When a photographer appeared on the street, he was brought inside to






take a picture of the girls. ‘It’s the only one of the three of us together,’ says






Sinead.









Name:   Carole McCool






Age:   3






From:   Creggan, Derry






Date of Death:   27/O6/197O
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A big attraction at their granny’s was Peggy the horse. Their great-uncle was






a horse dealer, and Peggy pulled a cart and lived in stables at the back of the






house. ‘It was just any child’s dream,’ remembers John. ‘Carole loved Peggy the






horse, just like any wain would.’






Only a year older than Carole, Sinead still keeps ‘a wee kimono belonging to






Carole and a poncho that was crocheted for the two of us. It was a green poncho,






and we used to fight over it.’






Sinead recalls her mother, Josie, saying that Carole had been a strong-willed






child. ‘I’d say she would have been the type of girl if she had her mind fixed on






something she would have went for the top.’






Carole could also have a temper. ‘I remember my father teasing her, for a






laugh, just to get her going,’ adds John.






‘I think it was the day of the accident,’ says Sinead, ‘and my father had to go






somewhere and Carole sunk her teeth into my mother because she wanted to






go too.’






Carole and her nine-year-old sister Bernadette were asleep upstairs when an






explosion in the kitchen of their home sent a fireball through the house. One






eyewitness said the house was ‘gutted within three minutes of the start of the






fire’.12 Their mother Josie and their three siblings – who were in the living room






– were able to escape, but rescuers were unable to reach Carole and Bernadette.






They died of smoke inhalation.






Among the few items that were salvaged from the house was a Pinocchio






puppet that Bernadette had given Carole. ‘Bernadette was a very motherly






sort, and my mother remembered her going on a bus run with the school and






bringing back that puppet for Carole,’ says Sinead. ‘I miss them terribly. I miss






having sisters.’
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l.The level of violence continues to escalate. Gun battles between






the IRA and British army are now commonplace in parts of Belfast






l.Gunner Robert Curtis becomes the first British soldier to be killed






l.James Chichester-Clark resigns as Northern Ireland PM and is






replaced by Brian Faulkner






l.Internment – the arrest and imprisonment of suspects without trial






– is introduced in August; it is used almost exclusively against the






Catholic population






l.Violence in the 48 hours after the introduction of internment






leaves 17 people dead, 11 of them civilians shot by the British






army’s Parachute Regiment in west Belfast in what would become






known as the ‘Ballymurphy Massacre’









1971
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l.The loyalist Ulster Defence Association (UDA) is formed and organises






paramilitary shows of strength






l.Ian Paisley sets up the Democratic Unionist Party in a direct challenge






to Faulkner’s Ulster Unionist Party






l.An unusual attempt at peacebuilding sees comedian Peter Sellers






bring love, flowers and an Indian guru to Unity Flats in Belfast, while






Mother Teresa and four nuns move into a house in Ballymurphy






l.The Space Hopper is the year’s must-have toy.


[image: Northern Ireland Aug. 1971. Soldiers, fireman and local residents survey the damage following rioting on the streets of Belfast.]
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Name:   Denise Dickson






Age:   5






From:   New Lodge, North Belfast






Date of Death:   O8/O2/1971













Denise Dickson was only five, but she knew who she






was and what she wanted. Within days of starting






school at Star of the Sea Primary School the previous September, she had asked






her mother for a new schoolbag – one that she could put on her back and keep her






hands free ‘so she could run if she had to’.






When she saw the other girls in her class with peanut butter sandwiches, she






wanted to know what they tasted like. ‘I promised I would go to the new Marks &






Spencer in the city centre to get her some,’ her mother, May, recalls.






She still keeps her daughter’s school books, with their mature handwriting – all






marked ten out of ten – and laughs when she remembers how Denise had promised






to help her with decimalisation, which was introduced the following week. ‘She was






a wee angel. She loved school, she obeyed the teachers, and she was always helping.’






Denise ran messages for her neighbours to the local corner shops and loved






skipping on the street outside her house – and waving in the window to her






mother as she did so.






Her favourite toys were the doll and pram Santa had brought her the previous






Christmas and she loved singing, with her toy record player and plastic records






– another Christmas present – ‘constantly on the go’. Her favourite programme






was Ulster Television’s Romper Room, and she proudly told her brother, sister and






parents that one day she would be on TV.






That Monday afternoon she had grabbed her skipping rope and headed to the






shops with her brother Gerard. He remembers hearing the roar of an engine as a






convoy of British army jeeps and Ferret armoured cars came around the corner.






A Ferret hit her; it did not stop. ‘It was put down as a traffic accident,’ says






Gerard. ‘There was no investigation. The police never called to the hospital or the






house, then or since.’






Denise never got to taste peanut butter. But she knew she was a good girl. The






day she was killed, she wrote in her copybook, ‘Today is Monday. I am a good girl.






I talk to God.’
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[image: Northern Ireland Aug. 1971. Soldiers, fireman and local residents survey the damage following rioting on the streets of Belfast.]
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Name:   Damien Harkin






Age:   8






From:   Bogside, Derry






Date of Death:   24/O7/1971













Damien Harkin has many namesakes. His best






friend Paul’s baby brother was named Mark






Damien in his memory; over the years Damien’s






mother Lily has heard of lots of other Damiens






who were called after her son. ‘It was nice of






people to do that,’ she says. ‘In a way, it’s him being carried on.’






Lily remembers her son’s blond hair and ‘beautiful smile’. A ‘happy boy’ who






was ‘always full of go’, he was always out on the street playing, especially with






the toy guitar he had received the Christmas before. ‘I remember the man down






the street laughing over the way Damien was standing playing his guitar, shaking






it up and down,’ says Lily.






‘He never wanted to sit about. He would run over to his granny’s and






climb over the back gate and say, “Do you want any messages, Granny?”, on a






Saturday morning.’ He was ‘reliable and smart’, Lily adds. ‘I could have sent him






anywhere.’






That Saturday, eight-year-old Damien had been to the minors’ matinee at the






cinema with his friends and was walking home. An eyewitness recalled how the






‘ground vibrated’13 as a British army convoy made its way along Westland Street






in Derry’s Bogside. A ‘three-tonner’ transport lorry mounted the pavement and






hit Damien.






The Harkins lived only a few minutes’ walk away. Lily was hoovering when






her daughter came running in. ‘She said a wee boy at the door said our Damien






was lying dead out there. I went down to see. People kept saying, “No, it’s not






him, it’s not him.” He was covered by a blanket, and somebody lifted the bottom






of the blanket. I hadn’t to see any more.’






Lily identified her son from his shoes – the same shoes he had worn for his






First Holy Communion only a few months earlier.






She remembers how a photograph of Damien and his classmates from Long
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Tower Primary School making their Communion appeared in the Derry Journal,






‘all looking so happy’; only a few months later, his friends and schoolmates led






his funeral cortege.






‘You wonder what he would have done in life and how he would have got on,’






says Lily. ‘Would he have been married, had children, things like that. I always






remember the bishop in the cathedral, when he was buried, said he was taken






before the evils of the world touched him. It’s a nice thing to remember.’
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Dessie was the taller of the Healey twins, and






the more adventurous – even though he was






the younger, by an hour. ‘A bit wild’, is how his






brother Ted describes him. ‘We used to go up to






a place where there were banks of red muck and there was a dam there and we






used to go swimming.’






The twins also swam in the ‘half-moon lake’ near their home, though Dessie






spent a lot of time with friends in Leeson Street on the Lower Falls, where the






family used to live.






Internment had been introduced that morning. In Lenadoon, Ted was among






the rioters; he had no idea his twin was also there. ‘We heard the shots, and






everybody dispersed. I went up to the house and said to my mummy someone






had been shot dead down there.’






Believing Dessie was staying with friends in Leeson Street, the family did not






realise for several days that he was dead. ‘It was a real shock for me personally.






I think a bit of myself died with him,’ says Ted. ‘I remember the funeral, it was









Name:   Desmond Healey






Age:   14






From:   Lenadoon, West Belfast






Date of Death:   O9/O8/1971
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bad. When they were throwing in the earth someone brought me away and I






thought, I want to put it in his grave. But I never got to do it.’






Dessie had been shot by the British army’s elite Parachute Regiment, though






the circumstances remain disputed. The army maintained he had been throwing






a petrol bomb; eyewitnesses told Ted his brother was throwing a HP sauce bottle






that had been taken from a hijacked lorry.






After Dessie’s death, his mother went to the Official IRA (OIRA) headquarters.






‘He was supposed to have been in the Fianna,’ says Ted, ‘and she wanted to know






why they didn’t give him an IRA funeral. She would have liked it to be known






that he was in the IRA or the Fianna and that he was shot.’






Ted is unsure if his brother was a member. ‘I’ve never met anybody who






said they were in it with him, so maybe it was just talk. There’s a plaque up in






Lenadoon, from his friends and neighbours. It was nice that they remembered






him.’
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Leo McGuigan was to go for a trial at Sunderland






Football Club that September. ‘He was so excited






about that trial,’ says his brother Kieran. ‘His only






interest was football.’






The 16-year-old was a student at St Malachy’s College, where the future






Republic of Ireland manager Martin O’Neill was also a pupil. ‘Martin would






play football after school,’ says Kieran, ‘and he would always pick Leo as his first






choice.’






Leo’s father had been a professional footballer with Belfast Celtic, but he was









Name:   Leo McGuigan






Age:   16






From:   Oldpark, North Belfast






Date of Death:   O9/O8/1971
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keen that his son’s talent should speak for itself. ‘Our father used to go to Leo’s






matches and people beside him would say, “Who’s that young fella there, he’s a






great player,” says Kieran. ‘He never let on who he was.






‘A well-known football scout stood beside him one day and said, “That’s a






great wee player,” and again he never let on. At the end of the match the scout






asked if he knew where he could find Leo, and he said, “Well, he’s my son.”






‘The scout laughed and said, “Why didn’t you say?”, but he said he always






liked people to find out about Leo for themselves.’






Leo was shot by a British soldier during rioting in Ardoyne which followed






the introduction of internment that morning, 9 August 1971. The journalist Kevin






Myers witnessed his death. ‘His shot ricocheted off a wall, and fragments of one






bullet hit the three boys he couldn’t even see; one lost the fingers of one hand,






another lost the back of his head but survived, the third was Leo McGuigan. I






crouched beside him, but he was dead to my fingers, and no blood came from the






tiny hole in his young cheek.’14






Kieran remembers his brother as ‘a great character – a good, kind-hearted






soul who was never in trouble’.






Leo had been going out with a Protestant girl when he was killed; she and her






parents came to his funeral.






Among those who expressed their condolences in The Irish News were the






members of St Gabriel’s Youth Club and football team; Martin O’Neill wrote to






Leo’s parents after his death, a gesture they always appreciated.






‘He was so talented,’ says Kieran. ‘He had a great football career ahead of






him when he died.’
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Damien Harkin’s funeral,






4 July 1971.














24









CHILDREN OF THE TROUBLES









Name:   Alphonsus Cunningham






Age:   13






From:   Lower Falls, West Belfast






Date of Death:   11/O8/1971













Thirteen-year-old Alphonsus Cunningham was the third child to die following






the introduction of internment on 9 August 1971.






In the Lower Falls, where Alphonsus lived, it must have seemed as if the






Troubles had become a war. People in working-class nationalist areas ‘woke






up to the sound of splintering wood and glass as their front doors were kicked






in. Whole families were assaulted and clubbed as arrested men were dragged,






half dressed, into the street, some with sacks over their heads and their mouths






stuffed with cotton wool. Outside, the district was swamped with soldiers …






within minutes of the first arrests, the area was in uproar.’15






‘Operation Demetrius’, an attempt by the unionist prime minister Brian






Faulkner to curb the rising violence, instead sent Northern Ireland spiralling into






near-civil war. The policy of arrest and imprisonment without trial was used






overwhelmingly against Catholic civilians – few IRA members were arrested –






and its main achievement was to further alienate the nationalist population. It






sparked rioting and gun battles between the IRA and the British army, with up to






2,500 people forced out of their homes in the unrest that followed.






Newspaper front pages showed teenage rioters confronting the army with






petrol bombs, rows of burning houses, and families with young children huddled






with suitcases waiting to be taken to safety over the border.






In Belfast alone, 20 people died16 in the four days following its introduction;






among them, 11 civilians – including a priest – shot dead by the British army’s






Parachute Regiment in what became known as the Ballymurphy Massacre.






There had been rioting at the junction of the Springfield and Falls roads;






according to Lost Lives, youths had been attempting to hijack a car and set it on






fire to create a barricade.






The driver accelerated away, hitting Alphonsus; he died in hospital the following day.






‘Although he is indirectly a victim of the Troubles,’ the Belfast Telegraph reported,






‘his name is not being included in the riot death list.’17
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James O’Hagan’s father, Thomas, thought his son was out delivering civil rights






pamphlets. ‘A young fellow came to the door and told me there had been an






accident and that my son had been slightly injured. He asked me to go with him






to the house of a friend. When I got there, I found my son dying.’18






The 16-year-old – who was known as Jim – had been shot and mortally






wounded; three other boys brought the dying teenager to a nearby house to seek






help.






It is believed he was shot accidentally in a disused stable on land off the






Limavady Road, which was owned by the sister of the local unionist MP. Found






in the stable were ‘a length of fuse wire, a Smith and Wesson revolver, some






ammunition, a quantity of gelignite and one spent cartridge case. There was






blood on the floor.’19






Two teenagers, aged 16 and 17, were later jailed in connection with the






discovery of firearms and explosives in the stable.






Jim O’Hagan is listed as a Volunteer on the Republican Roll of Honour; it also






states that he was ‘shot accidentally’.20






Former IRA member Shane Paul O’Doherty later wrote in his memoir that






he and Jim had become friends when they were in the IRA’s Waterside section






together.21






The eldest of six – three boys and three girls – Jim had just left St Brecan’s






High School.; O’Doherty remembers him as ‘quiet, and very innocent’.






His ‘distraught’ father wept as he spoke of Jim’s death. ‘He may have been a






member of the IRA, I do not know, but I wish to God I knew who killed him.’22
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Name:   James O’Hagan






Age:   16






From:   Waterside, Derry






Date of Death:   19/O8/1971
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Angela Gallagher was the best child in Ireland. ‘I






said to someone once that she was the best child






in Ireland for sleeping,’ recalls her mother Irene.






‘She remembered that, and if you asked her,






“What are you?”, she would say, “The best child in Ireland.”






‘She always had a bow in her hair and she’d try to take it out, and we’d tell






her to keep it in because it was a nice bow. From then on, she’d pat it and say,






“Nice bow.”






‘When we went out on a Sunday she would lift the stones off the graves and






we’d tell her just to take one special stone, and every time after that she’d give






you a stone and say, “Special stone.”’






Though she was only 18 months old, Angela was already ‘a real livewire, a






real wee character’.






‘I met a man the other day who said his last memory of her was of her waving






at him and shouting, “Hiya.” She would go down the street shouting “Hiya” at






everyone.






‘The night before she died, she was quiet, so I knew she was up to something.






She’d bitten a piece out of the corner of a packet of jelly. I still have that jelly.’






That day, her father Peter had come home for lunch. ‘Angela had finished all






hers and she took a bit from her daddy’s plate and he pretended to be angry and






he chased her round the house. That was his last memory of her.’






Angela and her older sister Paula had just left their grandmother’s house, just






off Belfast’s Falls Road, to buy sweets. Angela had insisted on bringing her pram






and was pushing it in front of her when ‘I heard a bang. Angela fell down and I






could not pick her up.’23






The toddler had been struck by a bullet fired by the IRA, which ricocheted off






the wall; a second bullet had passed through Paula’s skirt.






When her father Peter died, Angela was reinterred along with him. ‘We always









Name:   Angela Gallagher






Age:   18 months






From:   Falls Road, West Belfast






Date of Death:   O3/O9/1971
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said whichever one of us went first, we’d have her buried with us,’ says Irene.






At the ceremony, the mourners were presented with bags of sweets. ‘They






represent the sweets that Angela never got.’
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Among the murals which decorate the gable ends






in Derry’s Bogside, there is a portrait of a girl in a






green school uniform: Annette McGavigan.






‘She was a bubbly girl, very good-natured,’ remembers her brother Martin. ‘She






was always with my mother – she would have been like a mother figure in the home.’






She was a kind, caring child. ‘She would never have said a bad word about






anybody,’ says her sister May, who believes Annette would have gone on to






become a nurse.






Annette was also creative. ‘She used to write poems,’ says Martin. ‘She always






had pieces of paper with poems on them, and she loved art and drawing.’






She and her friends had been let out of school early because of rioting in the






area. Still wearing her green St Cecilia’s College uniform, Annette had gone to see






what was happening. ‘The girls went down to see the talent,’ according to Martin.






Shot as she knelt to pick up a rubber bullet from the street for her collection,






the 14-year-old was the hundredth civilian to die in the Troubles.






Twelve-year-old May heard on the street that a girl had been shot, and ran






home and told her mother. ‘“God help her poor mother and father, whoever






they are.” That’s what my mammy said,’ recalls May. ‘I’ll never forget those






words as long as I live.’









Name:   Annette McGavigan






Age:   14






From:   Bogside, Derry






Date of Death:   O6/O9/1971
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The Derry Journal reported that her funeral was one of the largest ever seen in






the city. ‘Counting those in the cortege and the silent thousands lining the route,






the attendance must have been in the vicinity of 10,000.’24






After their sister’s death, the McGavigan children grew used to seeing their






mother up on the landing when they came home from school. ‘She would have






all the clippings from the newspapers about Annette and her clothes all spread






out, and my mother would have been crying,’ says Martin. ‘My father would






have spent hours standing at the railings in front of the mural of Annette, that’s






the way he dealt with it.’






Annette had planted a tree in the back garden of the family home; ‘Annette’s






tree’ was never allowed to be cut down.






The British army claimed they had shot a gunman; Martin and May have tried






for decades to have Annette’s name officially cleared. ‘How could they say they






shot a gunman when it was a young girl with a school uniform on?’
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Name:   Gary Gormley






Age:   3






From:   Foyle Road, Derry






Date of Death:   O9/O9/1971













Gary Gormley was killed just yards from his front door. One of a family of six






children from Carrigans Lane in Derry, the three-year-old had been out in the






street playing when a British army ‘Pig’ armoured personnel carrier came along






Foyle Road at ‘powerful speed’.






Gary was knocked down. Eyewitnesses said the ‘Pig’ failed to stop but that






two soldiers jumped down from a second vehicle. ‘After looking at the child it,






too, made off quickly.’25






In a statement read out at the inquest, the driver – a gunner in the Royal






Artillery – said he saw a child ‘dash out into the road into the path of my vehicle.
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Fourteen-year-old Maria McGurk died alongside






her mother, Philomena, and her uncle, John






Colton, when her father’s pub – which was also the family’s home – was blown






up by the UVF. Fifteen people died.









Name:   Maria McGurk






Age:   14






From:   New Lodge, North Belfast






Date of Death:   O4/12/1971
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I braked and accelerated to the left away from the child.’ Another soldier said the






driver fainted after the impact.26






A local eyewitness said that he heard a soldier shout, ‘My God, we’ve killed him.’27






That evening 14-year-old Eamonn MacDermott was with his father, Dr Domhnall






MacDermott, who was making a house call in the area. ‘Somebody came and said






a child had been knocked down. We could already see a crowd gathering, and it






was obvious the boy was dead. I can still remember the atmosphere. It was volatile,






people were extremely angry and distraught because a child had been killed.






‘My father had to then go and tell his parents, and I remember him being






angry because it was the second time in a few days he’d had to go and tell a






mother and father their child had been killed by the British army.’






There were calls for an investigation. SDLP MP Ivan Cooper said, ‘I have






often seen army drivers breaking every traffic regulation in the book – and they






seem immune from prosecution for these breaches.’28






Gary’s death was followed by rioting. Petrol bombs were thrown at the army






and barricades erected in the Brandywell area of Derry. A crowd of around a






hundred women and girls marched from the Bogside to an army post in the






city centre chanting, ‘Hey, hey British army, how many children have you killed






today?’29
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McGurk’s – on the corner of North Queen Street and Great Georges Street






– was a family bar; Patrick and Philomena McGurk ‘ran a tight ship, and were






renowned for their intolerance of bigotry and prejudice.






‘Mr and Mrs McGurk therefore sought to create an environment that was not






only fitting for a well-run pub, but also one appropriate for the raising of their






children. They even had a swear box on the counter.’30






Maria and her mother had just returned from the nearby St Patrick’s Church.






‘The bombers watched Mrs McGurk and her daughter going through the door,’






says Gary Roberts, whose 13-year-old cousin James Cromie was also killed. ‘They’d






just come back from confession and she’d stopped off at the shop on the way back






to buy them all lollipops. She was on the stairway going up to the house above.’






Maria’s brother John was upstairs when the bomb went off. ‘In the white






heat of pure terror, I realised that I was trapped under slabs of concrete and tons






of rubble – walls which used to be my happy family home. I was utterly alone,






trapped in the abyss, roaring for help; and smelling gas as I feverishly recited my






childhood prayers over and over again.’31






Police and army intelligence initially claimed the bomb had been ‘an IRA plan






that went wrong’.32 This was denied by the IRA; a member of the UVF was later






convicted of the bombing. The families of the victims continue to campaign,






alleging security force collusion and cover-up in regard to the atrocity. In 2011






the Police Ombudsman found that ‘investigative bias’ by the RUC ‘precluded an






effective investigation’.33






As John McGurk had lain there, trapped in the rubble, he believed he heard






his sister’s voice. ‘It sounded like the low wail of a ghost, calling directly to me.






Was it my sister Maria? I roared her name over and over again. But there was






no response, no recognition … just a dwindling, weaker call, until I could hear






nothing more above the noise of others literally pleading for their lives.’34
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From Jimmy Cromie’s front door to McGurk’s






Bar is exactly 147 steps. After his death, Gary






Roberts counted them.






‘Up until that day, I can’t remember a time when Jimmy wasn’t in my life,’






he says. The pair were cousins, but were more like brothers; Jimmy, 11 months






older, was the more adventurous of the two, had a great imagination.






‘This Sunday night we’d nothing to do, so we went up onto the Crumlin






Road – my parents would have went mad – and Jimmy told me this whole story






about how the scales on top of the court building tilt one way for innocent,






and the other way for guilty. I remember looking up at it and thinking, that’s






marvellous, and for years afterwards looking to see if the scales moved.
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