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Marinette






[image: image]







Meet Marinette. She’s a student, a babysitter, and a budding fashion designer. Marinette also has a pretty big secret that no one knows: When Paris is in trouble, she transforms into the superhero Ladybug!
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Tikki is a mystical creature called a Kwami. She guides Marinette and helps her be the superhero Ladybug.


Marinette has a pair of earrings called the Ladybug Miraculous. They are magical. When Marinette needs to transform, she says, “Spots on!” and Tikki disappears into the earrings, turning Marinette into Ladybug.
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By day, Adrien is the perfect boy with the perfect life. But when Paris needs help, Adrien turns into Ladybug’s superhero partner, Cat Noir.
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Adrien’s Kwami is called Plagg.


Plagg is generally lazy but can usually be convinced to help Cat Noir in return for some Camembert cheese.


Adrien’s Miraculous is the Black Cat ring he wears on his right hand. When he needs to transform, Adrien says, “Claws out!” and Plagg disappears into his ring, turning Adrien into Cat Noir.
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Hawk Moth
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Hawk Moth is a master supervillain. He has the power to detect when someone is angry or sad. He harnesses that person’s negative emotion and uses an akuma to transform them into a villain.
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Nooroo is Hawk Moth’s Kwami. He doesn’t approve of how Hawk Moth uses his power, but he has no control over the villian.


Akumas are dark moths that infect people and create a mental connection between them and Hawk Moth. In return for the incredible evil powers Hawk Moth grants his victims, the akumatized are compelled to steal Ladybug’s and Cat Noir’s Miraculouses. Combined, these two Miraculouses would give Hawk Moth absolute power.












Stormy Weather
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When Hawk Moth uses an akuma to infect Aurore Beauréal’s umbrella, she is transformed into the weather-controlling villain, Stormy Weather.


With her weaponized umbrella, Stormy Weather can create any weather she likes, from snow and hailstorms to lightning and small hurricanes. By controlling the air and wind, Stormy Weather can also levitate and fly.
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Chapter 1
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It’s a perfect summer day in the 21st district of Paris! But instead of enjoying the sunshine, Marinette is in her apartment watching TV.


“Welcome to our Kidz+ Miss Weather finals,” the host shouts into the camera. “Today, one lucky winner will be announced as our brand-new Kidz+ weather girl!”


The outcome of the Kidz+ Miss Weather competition has been all anyone at Marinette’s school has talked about for weeks! Five thousand teenage girls auditioned to become the channel’s new weather girl. After weeks of elimination rounds, there are only two finalists left: Aurore Beauréal and Mireille Caquet.


Marinette admires Aurore’s style—she would make a great model for some of Marinette’s designs. But Marinette hopes the sweet, humble Mireille will be the winner.


On television, the two girls are getting out of a limousine and walking down the red carpet toward the Kids+ TV studio. Marinette can’t believe how calm they seem. She would be so nervous if millions of people were watching her on television. She would probably fall out of the limousine and faceplant on the red carpet!
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Marinette’s attention is pulled away from the television by a high-pitched giggle. She turns and gasps in horror. “Manon!”


A young girl, Manon, is charging around Marinette’s apartment like a tornado. Even worse, she’s wearing Marinette’s latest creation on her head! It’s a hat Marinette’s been working on for days!


“Come on, Manon,” Marinette pleads with the child while lunging at her. “Give that back!”


“But I want to be a fashion designer, too!” Manon shouts. She dodges Marinette, clutching the hat tightly to her tiny head.


Marinette suddenly feels bad. She has been so distracted by the Kidz+ finals that she almost forgot about today’s important mission. No, it’s not fighting alongside Cat Noir and saving Paris. Today’s mission is one thousand times more dangerous. Marinette is babysitting a four-year-old for the afternoon!


Marinette is pretty fast (being a secret superhero and all), but this kid is fast and sneaky! Manon leaps up onto the sofa, squealing with delight. Marinette launches herself across the room and dives straight into the cushions where Manon was just standing. Oof!


“Manon, please, it’s not finished!” she shouts.


But Manon is too quick. She jumps off the couch and ducks under the sewing machine. Marinette follows, banging her head on the table. Ouch! How can someone so small move so fast? she wonders. Maybe Manon is a superhero, too!


“Oh! You’re going to ruin it!” Marinette cries desperately. She loves her designs so much. One of Marinette’s big dreams in life is to become a fashion designer. She loves sewing and creating, and she makes all her own clothes and accessories.


Marinette gets such a buzz using her imagination and designing new pieces, just like the hat currently on Manon’s head! Oh no! Where is she?


Manon seems to have vanished. Marinette crawls around the floor, looking under the couch. What is it with this kid?


Aha! Marinette spots a small Manon-shaped shadow near the window and smiles. Imagine a four-year-old believing that she could outsmart a teenager who also happens to be the secret superhero Ladybug! Marinette thinks. She tiptoes across the floor, slides along the wall, and pulls back the curtain in one swift movement! “Got you!” she cries triumphantly.


A doll wearing Marinette’s hat stares back at her with glassy plastic eyes.


“I’m going to vote for Mireille! She’s the best!” says a voice behind Marinette.


Marinette turns to see Manon in front of the television, tapping on Marinette’s phone.


“Hey!” Marinette shouts. “My phone!” She grabs the phone. At the same time, Manon swipes the hat back and the chase is on again!


As Marinette runs down the hallway, she can’t remember ever feeling this exhausted! Sure, Manon is a cutie, with her giant brown eyes and angel face, but Marinette would take a supervillain over a four-year-old any day. “Why did I agree to do this again?” she puffs.
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