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Nikon is incredibly proud to celebrate its 100th anniversary in an association with Surfing Australia, which commemorates the passion and emotion of astoundingly beautiful and dramatic surfing images from the annual Nikon Surf Photo competition.
 
Nikon, which has always been at the heart of Australia’s surfing heritage and culture, looks forward to continuing to celebrate future surf photographers and videographers as they capture action-packed moments, admired and appreciated by people all over the world.






	
			

			


When I was around fifteen years old, I was given a wonderful book full of beach and ocean photography for Christmas. On the page with each photo there was a quote by writers, poets or the photographers themselves. But one photo that has stuck with me forever was an image taken right up close to the shoreline in Hawaii. Tropical colours filled the page, with a royal blue ocean, pastel blue sky and bright, foamy whitewater launching up high over a classic yellow Hawaiian sand mound. The moment of surprise before the water hit the camera. The foam still frozen in the air, like a fluffy cloud had floated down and stayed hovering just above the sand, leaving a darker shade of yellow, a shadow from the wave.
 
Of course with my limited knowledge of cameras and what they could do, I always wondered if the artist used a housing or if he was willing to risk the timing, try to take a shot and pull away in time to avoid splashing his gear. I would lie in our lounge room and just stare at it, imagining the process the photographer went through to capture the image. Maybe he was lying on the beach reading a book one day and a wave washed up over onto his beach towel, and he was able to turn his frustration into an idea. Something so small and simple that happens along every continent’s coastline millions of time per hour, he managed to make still and so grand. The quote that sat alongside the image was from my favourite guitarist, Jimi Hendrix, about castles made of sand, melting into the sea ... eventually. Jimi was right, we really do (all melt into the sea eventually), but at least our photos will live on for much longer, especially the photos in this book. Five years of groundbreaking and iconic surf imagery that will take you where no other photography has.
 








	
			

			


There is one major star in this book. And I’m sure I speak on behalf of most of the photographers that she may be our greatest love. We’ll travel far and change our vision occasionally, but we keep coming back to the subject that just keeps on giving. The ocean. Humans are wonderful to photograph, so are landscapes with changing skies and other elements, but nothing really compares to the expressions of water. The depth and dangers, the colours and creatures, the warmth, joys, power and wonder are endless. 
 
With camera gear so incredible these days, and the best photographers in the world throwing themselves into the madness of the huge swells, letting their passion override their fear, we are being taken into the belly of the beast. It’s one thing to have an image transport you to a different place, but to actually make you feel like you’re on a surfboard riding in the barrel behind one of the world’s best surfers on a gnarly wave is another level of ‘best’! 
 
To find a new perspective on something we surfers see every day, this talented community of photographers are always challenging themselves physically and creatively to capture a unique vision and it’s incredibly inspiring, to say the least. This is a wonderful book and I can’t wait for it to inspire the next person to pick up a camera and capture some magic, the same way it did for me. 
 
 




Stephanie



Stephanie Gilmore
6x World Champion
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Maelstrom 1 Luke shadbolt
 Shot during the volatile El Niño season of 2016, Maelstrom 1 offers a cursory glimpse of the exchange, cycle and balance of power fundamental to the functioning of our planet and its oceans.
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South Australia rich
 Open spaces.
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Four Floors of Fun mark onorati
 Matt Dunsmore riding the ‘black nor’east’ swell that destroyed the beachfront homes at Narrabeen on 6 June 2016.
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