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How this book works 








This textbook is divided into six units. Each of these units contain chapters. Every unit covers 








a specific time period and has an overall theme. Units begin with a one-page overview. This 








overview outlines: 








Chapters 








Each chapter is focused on a particular enquiry 








question, and contains the information you 








need to explore and answer this question. 








Also included in the chapters are ‘Think about’ 








boxes and ‘Activities’. These are focused 








on what you have been learning about in a 








chapter. They help reinforce what you know, 








deepen what you understand, and support 








you as you reflect on your learning. 








Online knowledge checks 








Throughout the book, you will find pointers 








to go online in order to check your own 








knowledge. Visit the UCL Centre for Holocaust 








Education website where you can take short 








quizzes. 








Key words 








You will see these in the text as they will be in 








bold. 



To find out what these words mean, use 








the Glossary at the back of the book. 








How and why did the Holocaust happen? 








These two very important questions are not the same, but they are closely related. This textbook is designed to 








help you answer both questions. It does so by treating them as ‘the BIG question’. As you move through each 








chapter and unit, you will build up your knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust. This will enable you to 








answer ‘the BIG question’ of how and why in more detailed and more powerful ways. Remember to come back 








to ‘the BIG question’ at the end of each unit. 








What key issues 








you might 








discuss. 








What key knowledge 








and understanding 








you will develop in 








this unit. 








How you will deepen 








your understanding 








by working with 








historical ideas and 








concepts. 


















The Pitel family 








Look carefully at the 26 people in Figure 0.1. 








The photograph shows the members of a 








large Jewish family who lived in a small town in 








Eastern Poland. It was taken in 1938, one year 








before the Second World War began. Think 








about the lives these people might have lived, 








the hopes and dreams they may have had for 








the future. 








Incredibly, just five years later, every person 








in this photograph, except for one, had 








been murdered. 








The only person who survived beyond 1943 








was Yosef Pitel (the man on the far right). He 








survived because soon after this photograph 








was taken, he left Poland to begin a new life 








more than a thousand miles away in a country 








which is now known as 

Israel. 








In 1938, he had no idea just how precious 








this photograph would become – and that he 








would never see any of his family again. 
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What was the Holocaust? 








INTRODUCTION 








Figure 0.1 



The Pitel family 


















The fate of the Pitel family 








In September 1939, 

Nazi Germany 



invaded 








Poland. By 1943 all of the Pitel family, apart 








from Yosef, were killed. Some died in 

ghettos, 








others were murdered by gassing in a Nazi 






death camp. 



Millions of other innocent people 








just like them were murdered because they 








were Jewish. This mass killing is known as 








the Holocaust. 








In this book you will learn about the Holocaust 








and how and why the Pitel family and millions 








of other victims were killed by the Nazis and 








their 

collaborators. 








What was the Holocaust? 








Adolf Hitler and the Nazis came to power in 








Germany in 1933. Between 1933 and 1939, 








Jews in Germany faced terrible 

discrimination 








and 

prejudice 



and some were killed. However, 








it was during the Second World War (1939– 








1945) that the mass killing of approximately six 








million Jews across Europe occurred. 








The Nazis and their collaborators wanted to 








totally destroy Jewish life in Europe. Jewish 








people were victims of 

genocide. 



Genocide 








is any act committed with intent to destroy, in 








whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or 








religious group. The defeat of Nazi Germany 








and its 

allies 



in 1945 brought the killings to 








an end. However, by this time two-thirds of 








Jews who lived in Europe before the war were 








killed, including approximately 90 per cent of all 








Jewish children. If you look closely at the map 








on pages 8–9 you can see the scale of the 








murder in countries all over Europe. 








Persecution, murder, 








genocide 








During this period the 

Roma and Sinti 








people (sometimes called ‘Gypsies’) also faced 








terrible discrimination, brutal treatment, and 








imprisonment in Nazi camps. An estimated 








500,000 were murdered during the Second 








World War. The Roma and Sinti people were 








victims of genocide. 








Many other groups were also victims of the 








Nazis and their collaborators. These included 








disabled people, gay men, 

Jehovah’s 






Witnesses, political opponents, 



Polish and 








Soviet civilians, and prisoners of war from the 








Soviet Union. 
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The BIG question: 








How and why did the Holocaust happen? 








Before you begin the first unit, note down any ideas you have about how and 








why the Holocaust happened. 
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