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Map: Map Legend


ABOUT THIS BOOK
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TRAVEL SMART


TRIP COSTS


WHEN TO GO


KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


Traveling as a Temporary Local


Blow through the city on a double-decker bus, and take a pinch-me-I’m-in-London walk through the West End. Ogle the crown jewels at the Tower of London, hear the chimes of Big Ben, and see the Houses of Parliament in action. Cruise the Thames River, and take a spin on the London Eye. Hobnob with the tombstones in Westminster Abbey, visit with Leonardo, Botticelli, and Rembrandt in the National Gallery, and explore Harry Potter’s magical realm at the film studio in Leavesden. Enjoy Shakespeare in a replica of the Globe Theatre and marvel at a glitzy, fun musical at a modern-day theater. Whisper across the dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral, then rummage through our civilization’s attic at the British Museum. And sip your tea with pinky raised and clotted cream dribbling down your scone.


You can enjoy some of Europe’s best people-watching at Covent Garden, and snap to at Buckingham Palace’s Changing of the Guard. Just sit in Victoria Station, Piccadilly Circus, or a major Tube station and observe. Tip a pint in a pub with a chatty local, and beach-comb the Thames. Spend one evening at a theater and the other nights catching your breath.


London is more than its museums and landmarks. It’s the L.A., D.C., and N.Y.C. of Britain—a living, breathing, thriving organism...a coral reef of humanity. The city has changed dramatically in recent years, and many visitors are surprised to find how “un-English” it is. ESL (English as a second language) seems like the city’s first language, as white people are now a minority in major parts of the city that once symbolized white imperialism. Arabs have nearly bought out the area north of Hyde Park. Chinese takeouts outnumber fish-and-chips shops. Eastern Europeans pull pints in British pubs, and Italians express your espresso. Many hotels are run by people with foreign accents (who hire English chambermaids), while outlying suburbs are home to huge communities of Indians and Pakistanis. London is a city of eight million separate dreams, inhabiting a place that tolerates and encourages them. With Britain’s recent vote to exit the EU, the British people have decided to pull up the drawbridge. But from a practical standpoint, travelers heading to London soon likely won’t see much of a post-“Brexit” difference...other than a cheaper pound sterling, and plenty to talk about with your new British friends.
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Use this legend to help you navigate the maps in this book.


The city, which has long attracted tourists, seems perpetually at your service, with an impressive slate of sights, entertainment, and eateries, all linked by a great transit system. Come prepared to celebrate all the tradition and fanfare of yesterday while catching the buzz of a city that’s trumpeting its future.


ABOUT THIS BOOK


Rick Steves London 2017 is a personal tour guide in your pocket. Better yet, it’s actually two tour guides in your pocket: The co-author of this book is Gene Openshaw. Since our first “Europe through the gutter” trip together as high school buddies in the 1970s, Gene and I have been exploring the wonders of the Old World. An inquisitive historian and lover of European culture, Gene wrote most of this book’s self-guided museum tours and neighborhood walks. Together, Gene and I keep this book current and accurate (though, for simplicity, from this point “we” will shed our respective egos and become “I”).


In this book, you’ll find the following chapters:


Orientation to London has specifics on public transportation, helpful hints, local tour options, easy-to-read maps, and tourist information. The “Planning Your Time” section suggests a schedule for how to best use your limited time.


Sights in London describes the top attractions and includes their cost and hours.




Key to This Book


Updates


This book is updated every year—but things change. For the latest, visit www.ricksteves.com/update.


Abbreviations and Times


I use the following symbols and abbreviations in this book:


Sights are rated:










	▲▲▲

	Don’t miss






	▲▲

	Try hard to see






	▲

	Worthwhile if you can make it






	No rating

	Worth knowing about







Tourist information offices are abbreviated as TI, and bathrooms are WCs. Accommodations are categorized with a Sleep Code (described on here); eateries are classified with a Restaurant Price Code (here). To indicate discounts for my readers, I include RS% in the listings.


Like Europe, this book uses the 24-hour clock. It’s the same through 12:00 noon, then keeps going: 13:00, 14:00, and so on. For anything over 12, subtract 12 and add p.m. (14:00 is 2:00 p.m.).


When giving opening times, I include both peak season and off-season hours if they differ. So, if a museum is listed as “May-Oct daily 9:00-16:00,” it should be open from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. from the first day of May until the last day of October (but expect exceptions).


A [image: Image] symbol in a sight listing means that the sight is described in greater detail elsewhere—either with its own self-guided tour, or as part of a self-guided walk. A [image: Image] symbol indicates that a free, downloadable self-guided audio tour is available.


For transit or tour departures, I first list the frequency, then the duration. So, a train connection listed as “2/hour, 1.5 hours” departs twice each hour, and the journey lasts an hour and a half.





The Self-Guided Walks cover Westminster (from Big Ben to Trafalgar Square); the West End (it’s the thee-ah-ter district, dahling, with restaurants and shops galore, from Leicester Square and Covent Garden to Soho and Piccadilly Circus); The City (the historic financial district—banks, churches, and courts busy with barristers and baristas); Bankside (on the South Bank, through Shakespeare’s world to the Tate Modern); and the Docklands (London’s new and creatively planned urban district).


The Self-Guided Tours lead you through London’s most fascinating museums and sights: Westminster Abbey, the Houses of Parliament, the National Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery, the British Museum, the British Library, the Courtauld Gallery, St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower of London, the Tate Modern, the Victoria and Albert Museum, and the Tate Britain. The Greenwich Tour ties together the major sights of that London borough.


Sleeping in London describes my favorite hotels, from good-value deals to cushy splurges.


Eating in London serves up a buffet of options, from inexpensive pubs to fancy restaurants.


London with Children includes my top recommendations for keeping your kids (and you) happy in London.


Shopping in London gives you tips on how to enjoy London’s celebrated shops, bustling markets, and symbolic souvenirs, without letting it overwhelm your vacation or ruin your budget.


Entertainment in London is your guide to fun, including theater, music, walks, and wintertime activities.


London Connections lays the groundwork for your smooth arrival and departure, covering transportation by train (including the Eurostar to the Continent) and by plane (with detailed information on London’s major airports), plus connections to the cruise-ship ports of Southampton and Dover.


Day Trips covers visits to nearby Windsor, Cambridge, and Stonehenge.


Britain: Past & Present gives the background of this country, including a timeline of London history, information about British architecture, and a rundown of contemporary events and current challenges.


The Practicalities chapter near the end of this book is a traveler’s tool kit, with my best advice about money, sightseeing, sleeping, eating, staying connected, and transportation (trains, buses, car rentals, driving, and flights).


The appendix has the nuts-and-bolts: useful phone numbers and websites, a holiday and festival list, recommended books and films, a climate chart, a handy packing checklist, and a fun British-Yankee dictionary.


Throughout this book, you’ll find money- and time-saving tips for sightseeing, transportation, and more. Some businesses—especially hotels and walking tour companies—offer special discounts to my readers, indicated in their listings.


Browse through this book and select your favorite sights. Then have a brilliant trip! Traveling like a temporary local, you’ll get the absolute most out of every mile, minute, and dollar. As you visit places I know and love, I’m happy you’ll be meeting my favorite Londoners.




[image: Image] Rick Steves Audio Europe [image: Image]


My free Rick Steves Audio Europe app is a great tool for enjoying Europe. This app makes it easy to download my audio tours of top attractions, plus hours of travel interviews, all organized into destination-specific playlists.


My self-guided audio tours of major sights and neighborhoods are free, user-friendly, fun, and informative. Among the sights and neighborhoods in this book, these audio tours include: the British Museum, British Library, St. Paul’s Cathedral, and the neighborhoods of Westminster and Historic London: The City. Sights covered by my audio tours are marked with this symbol: [image: Image]. You can choose whether to follow the written tour in this book, or pop in your headphones and listen to essentially the same information—freeing up your eyes to appreciate the sights. These audio tours are hard to beat: Nobody will stand you up, the quality is reliable, you can take the tour exactly when you like, and the price is right.


The Rick Steves Audio Europe app also offers a far-reaching library of insightful travel interviews from my public radio show with experts from around the globe—including many of the places in this book.
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This app and all of its content are entirely free. (And new content is added about twice a year.) You can download Rick Steves Audio Europe via Apple’s App Store, Google Play, or the Amazon Appstore. For more information, see www.ricksteves.com/audioeurope.





Planning


This section will help you get started planning your trip—with advice on trip costs, when to go, and things to know before you take off.


TRAVEL SMART


Your trip to London is like a complex play—it’s easier to follow and really appreciate on a second viewing. While no one does the same trip twice to gain that advantage, reading this book in its entirety before your trip accomplishes much the same thing.


Design an itinerary that enables you to visit sights at the best possible times. For example, don’t visit the historic neighborhood known as The City on a weekend when it’s completely dead if you can instead visit on a lively weekday. Note festivals, holidays, specifics on sights, and days when sights are closed or most crowded (all covered in this book). Treat Saturday as a weekday, except for transportation connections outside of London (which can be less frequent than Mon-Fri, and downright meager on Sun). To connect the dots smoothly, read the tips in Practicalities on taking trains and buses, or renting a car and driving. A smart trip is a puzzle—a fun, doable, and worthwhile challenge.




London Almanac


Population: Approximately 8.6 million people


Currency: British pound (GBP)


City Layout: London is divided into the City of London (the main financial district) and 32 administrative boroughs—12 in inner London.


Tallest Building: The Shard stands at 1,020 feet, making it the tallest building in Western Europe—for now.


Tourist Tracks: Each year London hosts 17 million tourists, most of whom stop to take a photo at Trafalgar Square. London’s most popular attraction, the British Museum, sees 6 million visitors annually.


Popular Misconception: “Big Ben” refers not to the clock, but instead to its 13-ton bell.


Culture Count: While the Queen’s English is still the language of the land, fewer than half the residents of inner London speak English as their first language. Nearly 300 different languages are spoken in London’s schools. About 60 percent of Londoners are white (many of them Continental Europeans rather than Brits), but the incredible diversity of the rest of the population make this city a global melting pot. Some 17 percent of Londoners are Asian (including 7 percent who are Indian and Bangladeshi), and 13 percent are black, including many from African countries (7 percent of Londoners) and the Caribbean (4 percent). Six in 10 Brits call themselves Christian (half of those are Anglican), but in any given week, more Londoners visit a mosque than an Anglican church.


Fun Food Facts: Traditionally, London’s most popular takeaway foods have been fish-and-chips and minced-meat pie (the pies were originally filled with eels...so minced-meat is an improvement). But it’s not all about meat; PETA recently named London the world’s most vegan-friendly city. These days you’ll find more gourmet sandwich and prepackaged-meal shops than “chippies.”


Need a Restroom? Ask for the toilet, loo, lavatory, or bog.


Oldest Pub: The Lamb and Flag in Covent Garden. First licensed in 1623, it was once known as the Bucket of Blood, thanks to rowdy, bare-knuckle fights held there.


Average Londoner: The average Londoner is about 34 years old, has 1.7 children, and will live until the age of 80. He/she earns about 25 percent more than those in other parts of Great Britain, but pays more than twice as much for housing. He/she will drink 75,000 cups of tea in a lifetime and consumes less alcohol per week than the average Brit.





Make your itinerary a mix of intense and relaxed stretches. Every trip—and every traveler—needs slack time (laundry, picnics, people-watching, and so on). Pace yourself. Assume you will return.


Even with the best-planned itinerary, you’ll need to be flexible. Update your plans as you travel. Get online or call ahead to learn the latest on sights (special events, tour schedules, and so on), book tickets and tours, make reservations, reconfirm hotels, and research transportation connections.


Enjoy the friendliness of the British people. Connect with the culture. Set up your own quest for the best pub, silly sign, or chocolate bar. Slow down and be open to unexpected experiences. You speak the language—use it! Ask questions—most locals are eager to point you in their idea of the right direction. Keep a notepad in your pocket for noting directions, organizing your thoughts, and confirming prices. Wear your money belt, learn the currency, and figure out how to estimate prices in dollars. Those who expect to travel smart, do.


TRIP COSTS


Five components make up your trip costs: airfare to Europe, surface transportation in Europe, room and board, sightseeing and entertainment, and shopping and miscellany.


Airfare to Europe: A basic round-trip flight from the US to London can cost, on average, about $1,000-2,000 total, depending on where you fly from and when (cheaper in winter). If London is part of a longer trip, consider saving time and money in Europe by flying into one city and out of another; for instance, into London and out of Paris. Overall, Kayak.com is the best place to start searching for flights on a combination of mainstream and budget carriers.


Transportation in Europe: For a typical one-week visit, allow about $50 for the Tube and buses (for a Seven-Day Travelcard transportation pass). Round-trip train rides to day-trip destinations cost about $20 for Windsor, $35 for Cambridge, and $50 for Salisbury, where you can catch a $20 bus to Stonehenge. You can save money by taking buses instead of trains. Add $95 if you plan to take a taxi between London’s Heathrow Airport and your hotel (or save money by taking the Tube, train, bus, or airport shuttle).


Room and Board: London is one of Europe’s most expensive major capitals. But if you’re careful, you can manage comfortably in London in 2017 on $135 a day per person for room and board. A $135-a-day budget allows $15 for lunch, $30 for dinner, and $90 for lodging (based on two people splitting the cost of a basic $180 double room that includes breakfast). Students and tightwads can do it for as little as $70 a day ($45 for hostel bed, $25 for groceries).


Sightseeing and Entertainment: You’ll pay more in London for sights that charge admission than you will anywhere else in Europe. Fortunately, most of London’s best sights are free (although many request a donation), including the British Museum, National Gallery, National Portrait Gallery, Tate Britain, Tate Modern, British Library, and the Victoria and Albert Museum. (For a list of free museums—and advice on saving money on sightseeing—see “Affording London’s Sights” on here.)


Figure on paying roughly $25-40 each for the major sights that charge admission (e.g., Westminster Abbey-$30, Tower of London-$38), $12-20 for guided walks, and $50 for bus tours and splurge experiences (plays range $25-100). An overall average of $50-60 a day works for most people. Don’t skimp here. After all, this category is the driving force behind your trip—you came to sightsee, enjoy, and experience London.


Shopping and Miscellany: Figure roughly $2 per postcard, $3 for tea or an ice cream cone, and $6 per pint of beer. Shopping can vary in cost from nearly nothing to a small fortune. Good budget travelers find that this category has little to do with assembling a trip full of lifelong memories.


WHEN TO GO


July and August are peak season—my favorite time—with long days, the best weather, and the busiest schedule of tourist fun. Prices and crowds don’t go up in summer as dramatically in Britain as they do in much of Europe, except for holidays and festivals (see here). Still, travelers during “shoulder season” (May, early June, Sept, and early Oct) enjoy lower prices, smaller crowds, decent weather, and the full range of sights and tourist fun spots.


Winter travelers find fewer crowds and soft room prices, but shorter sightseeing hours. The weather can be cold and dreary, and nightfall draws the shades on sightseeing well before dinnertime. While England’s rural charm falls with the leaves, London sightseeing is fine in the winter, and is especially popular during the Christmas season. For more on planning a winter holiday visit, read “Winter Diversions” (in the Entertainment in London chapter).


Plan for rain no matter when you go. Just keep traveling and take full advantage of “bright spells.” The weather can change several times a day, but rarely is it extreme. As the locals say, “There’s no bad weather, only inappropriate clothing.” Bring a jacket, and dress in layers. Temperatures below 32°F cause headlines, and days that break 80°F—while more common in recent years—are still infrequent in London. (For more information, see the climate chart in the appendix.) Weather-wise, July and August are not much better than shoulder months. May and June can be lovely. While sunshine may be rare, summer days are very long. The midsummer sun is up from 6:30 to 22:30. It’s not uncommon to have a gray day, eat dinner, and enjoy hours of sunshine afterward.




How Was Your Trip?


Were your travels fun, smooth, and meaningful? You can share tips, concerns, and discoveries at www.ricksteves.com/feedback. To check out readers’ hotel and restaurant reviews—or leave one yourself—visit my travel forum at www.ricksteves.com/travel-forum. I value your feedback. Thanks in advance.





KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


Check this list of things to arrange while you’re still at home. Britians decision to leave the EU will take some time to implement; travelers in 2017 shouldn't see many changes.


You need a passport—but no visa or shots—to travel in Great Britain. You may be denied entry into certain European countries if your passport is due to expire within six months of your ticketed date of return. Get it renewed if you’ll be cutting it close. It can take up to six weeks to get or renew a passport (for more on passports and requirements for Britain, see www.travel.state.gov). Pack a photocopy of your passport in your luggage in case the original is lost or stolen.


Book rooms well in advance if you’ll be traveling during peak season or any major holidays or festivals (see here).


For simplicity, I book plays while in London (but if you have your heart set on a hot show, buying tickets in advance online or by phone is safer). For the current schedule, visit www.officiallondontheatre.co.uk. For more information, see the Entertainment in London chapter.


Advance reservations are advantageous for a few of London’s major sights. Booking ahead is not required for St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower of London, or the London Eye, but it will let you skip a wait of up to 30 minutes in the ticket-buying line. The only way to guarantee entrance to Stonehenge is by reserving in advance (see here); to go inside the stone circle, book your visit as soon as you know the date you’ll be there.


Call your debit- and credit-card companies to let them know the countries you’ll be visiting, to ask about fees, request your PIN if you don’t already know it, and more. See here for details.


Do your homework if you’re considering travel insurance. Compare the cost of the insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Also, check whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas. For more tips, see www.ricksteves.com/insurance.


If you plan to hire a local guide, reserve ahead by email. Popular guides can get booked up.


If you’re bringing a mobile device, consider signing up for an international plan for cheaper calls, texts, and data (see here). Download any apps you might want to use on the road, such as maps, transit schedules, and Rick Steves Audio Europe (see here).


You won’t want to drive in London because of the traffic and congestion charge (covered on here), but if you’ll be renting a car for touring Britain, you’ll need your driver’s license.


If you’ll be taking the Eurostar train, consider buying your ticket in advance; for details, see here.


Check for recent updates to this book at www.ricksteves.com/update.


Traveling as a Temporary Local


We travel all the way to Europe to enjoy differences—to become temporary locals. You’ll experience frustrations. Certain truths that we find “God-given” or “self-evident,” such as cold beer, ice in drinks, bottomless cups of coffee, “the customer is king,” and bigger being better, are suddenly not so true. One of the benefits of travel is the eye-opening realization that there are logical, civil, and even better alternatives. A willingness to go local ensures that you’ll enjoy a full dose of British hospitality.


[image: Image]


Europeans generally like Americans. But if there is a negative aspect to the image the British have of Americans, it’s that we are loud, wasteful, ethnocentric, too informal (which can seem disrespectful), and a bit naive.


The British (and Europeans in general) place a high value on speaking quietly in public places. Listen while on the bus or in a restaurant—the place can be packed, but the decibel level is low. Try to adjust your volume accordingly to show respect for the culture.


Although the British look bemusedly at some of our Yankee excesses—and worriedly at others—they nearly always afford us individual travelers all the warmth we deserve.


Judging from all the happy feedback I receive from travelers who have used this book, it’s safe to assume you’ll enjoy a great, affordable vacation—with the finesse of an independent, experienced traveler.


Thanks, and have a brilliant holiday!


[image: Image]




Back Door Travel Philosophy


From Rick Steves Europe Through the Back Door


Travel is intensified living—maximum thrills per minute and one of the last great sources of legal adventure. Travel is freedom. It’s recess, and we need it.


Experiencing the real Europe requires catching it by surprise, going casual...“through the Back Door.”


Affording travel is a matter of priorities. (Make do with the old car.) You can eat and sleep—simply, safely, and enjoyably—anywhere in Europe for $100 a day plus transportation costs. In many ways, spending more money only builds a thicker wall between you and what you traveled so far to see. Europe is a cultural carnival, and time after time, you’ll find that its best acts are free and the best seats are the cheap ones.


A tight budget forces you to travel close to the ground, meeting and communicating with the people. Never sacrifice sleep, nutrition, safety, or cleanliness to save money. Simply enjoy the local-style alternatives to expensive hotels and restaurants.


Connecting with people carbonates your experience. Extroverts have more fun. If your trip is low on magic moments, kick yourself and make things happen. If you don’t enjoy a place, maybe you don’t know enough about it. Seek the truth. Recognize tourist traps. Give a culture the benefit of your open mind. See things as different, but not better or worse. Any culture has plenty to share. When an opportunity presents itself, make it a habit to say “yes.”


Of course, travel, like the world, is a series of hills and valleys. Be fanatically positive and militantly optimistic. If something’s not to your liking, change your liking.


Travel can make you a happier American, as well as a citizen of the world. Our Earth is home to seven billion equally precious people. It’s humbling to travel and find that other people don’t have the “American Dream”—they have their own dreams. Europeans like us, but with all due respect, they wouldn’t trade passports.


Thoughtful travel engages us with the world. It reminds us what is truly important. By broadening perspectives, travel teaches new ways to measure quality of life.


Globetrotting destroys ethnocentricity, helping us understand and appreciate other cultures. Rather than fear the diversity on this planet, celebrate it. Among your most prized souvenirs will be the strands of different cultures you choose to knit into your own character. The world is a cultural yarn shop, and Back Door travelers are weaving the ultimate tapestry. Join in!
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ORIENTATION TO LONDON


Map: London’s Neighborhoods


Map: London Map Overview


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Map: Greater London


Overview


TOURIST INFORMATION


ARRIVAL IN LONDON


HELPFUL HINTS


GETTING AROUND LONDON


Tours in London


▲▲▲BY HOP-ON, HOP-OFF DOUBLE-DECKER BUS


BY BUS OR CAR


▲▲ON FOOT


BY BIKE


▲▲BY CRUISE BOAT


TOUR PACKAGES FOR STUDENTS


London is more than 600 square miles of urban jungle—a world in itself and a barrage on all the senses. On my first visit, I felt extremely small. To grasp London more comfortably, see it as the old town in the city center without the modern, congested sprawl. (Even from that perspective, it’s still huge.)


The Thames River (pronounced “tems”) runs roughly west to east through the city, with most of the visitor’s sights on the North Bank. Mentally, maybe even physically, trim down your map to include only the area between the Tower of London (to the east), Hyde Park (west), Regent’s Park (north), and the South Bank (south). This is roughly the area bordered by the Tube’s Circle Line. This four-mile stretch between the Tower and Hyde Park (about a 1.5-hour walk) looks like a milk bottle on its side (see map on next page), and holds 80 percent of the sights mentioned in this book.


With a core focus and a good orientation, you’ll get a sampling of London’s top sights, history, and cultural entertainment, and a good look at its ever-changing human face.


The sprawling city becomes much more manageable if you think of it as a collection of neighborhoods.


Central London: This area contains Westminster and what Londoners call the West End. The Westminster district includes Big Ben, Parliament, Westminster Abbey, and Buckingham Palace—the grand government buildings from which Britain is ruled. Trafalgar Square, London’s gathering place, has many major museums. The West End is the center of London’s cultural life, with bustling squares: Piccadilly Circus and Leicester Square host cinemas, tourist traps, and nighttime glitz. Soho and Covent Garden are thriving people zones with theaters, restaurants, pubs, and boutiques. And Regent and Oxford streets are the city’s main shopping zones.


[image: Image]


North London: Neighborhoods in this part of town—including Bloomsbury, Fitzrovia, and Marylebone—contain such major sights as the British Museum and the overhyped Madame Tussauds Waxworks. Nearby, along busy Euston Road, is the British Library, plus a trio of train stations (one of them, St. Pancras International, is linked to Paris by the Eurostar “Chunnel” train).


The City: Today’s modern financial district, called simply “The City,” was a walled town in Roman times. Gleaming skyscrapers are interspersed with historical landmarks such as St. Paul’s Cathedral, legal sights (Old Bailey), and the Museum of London. The Tower of London and Tower Bridge lie at The City’s eastern border.


East London: Just east of The City is the East End—the former stomping ground of Cockney ragamuffins and Jack the Ripper, and now an increasingly gentrified neighborhood of hipsters, “pop-up” shops, and an emerging food scene.


The South Bank: The South Bank of the Thames River offers major sights (Tate Modern, Shakespeare’s Globe, London Eye) linked by a riverside walkway. Within this area, Southwark (SUTH-uck) stretches from the Tate Modern to London Bridge. Pedestrian bridges connect the South Bank with The City and Trafalgar Square.


West London: This huge area contains neighborhoods such as Mayfair, Belgravia, Pimlico, Chelsea, South Kensington, and Notting Hill. It’s home to London’s wealthy and has many trendy shops and enticing restaurants. Here you’ll find a range of museums (Victoria and Albert Museum, Tate Britain, and more), my top hotel recommendations, lively Victoria Station, and the vast green expanses of Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens.


[image: Image]


Outside the Center: The Docklands, London’s version of Manhattan, is farther east than the East End; Olympic Park is just north of the Docklands. Historic Greenwich is southeast of London and across the Thames. Kew Gardens and Hampton Court Palace are southwest of London. North of London is Hampstead Heath and the Warner Bros. Studio Tour for Harry Potter fans.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


London is a super one-week getaway. Its sights can keep even the most fidgety traveler well entertained for seven days. After considering London’s major tourist destinations, I’ve covered just my favorites in this book. You won’t be able to see all of these, so don’t try. You’ll keep coming back to London. After dozens of visits myself, I still enjoy a healthy list of excuses to return.


[image: Image]


For a one-week visit, buy a 7-Day Travelcard (see here) and study up on “Affording London’s Sights” (see here). Armed with this information and your Travelcard, you’ll feel more like a Londoner, forget the high cost of sightseeing, and experience the city with a better attitude.


Here’s a suggested schedule for London’s best seven days:


London in Seven Days


Day 1










	9:00

	Tower of London (crown jewels first, then Beefeater tour and White Tower; note that on Sun-Mon, the Tower opens at 10:00).






	13:00

	Grab a picnic, catch a boat at Tower Pier, and relax with lunch on the Thames while cruising to Westminster Pier.






	14:30

	Tour Westminster Abbey, and consider their evensong service (usually at 17:00, at 15:00 on Sun and off-season Sat, never on Wed).






	17:00 (or after evensong)

	Follow my self-guided Westminster Walk. When you’re finished, you could return to the Houses of Parliament and possibly pop into see the House of Commons in action (but check their schedule first—see here).
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Day 2










	8:30

	Take a double-decker hop-on, hop-off London sightseeing bus tour (from Victoria Station or Green Park), and hop off for the Changing of the Guard.






	11:00

	Buckingham Palace (guards change most days May-July at 11:30, alternate days Aug-April—confirm online).






	12:00

	Walk through St. James’s Park to enjoy London’s delightful park scene.






	13:00

	After lunch, tour the Churchill War Rooms.






	16:00

	Tour the National Gallery.






	Evening

	Have dinner—maybe at a pub?—before a play, concert, or evening walking tour. For ideas, see the Entertainment in London chapter; consider these activities for any evening over the following days.







Day 3










	9:00

	Follow the first two-thirds of my self-guided walk through The City (as far as St. Paul’s), then follow my St. Paul’s Cathedral Tour.






	15:00

	Cross London Bridge and follow my self-guided Bankside Walk along the South Bank of the Thames. Tour Shakespeare’s Globe or the Tate Modern if you’re interested (or, if it’s a day that the Tate Modern is open late, circle back here later). Then walk the Jubilee Walkway from the Millennium Bridge to the London Eye.






	Evening

	Cap your day with South Bank sights and experiences that are open late (a ride on the London Eye—last ascent 20:30-21:30 depending on season; a Shakespeare play at the Globe—usually Tue-Sat at 19:30 and Sun at 18:30 in summer; or a visit to the Tate Modern—open Fri-Sat until 22:00).







Day 4










	10:00

	Tour the British Museum, then have lunch.






	14:00

	Tube to Leicester Square to take my self-guided West End Walk to see Covent Garden and Soho, then browse through Regent Street with my Regent Street Shopping Walk.






	17:00

	Enjoy afternoon tea (at Fortnum & Mason, The Wolseley, Brown’s Hotel, or the Orangery at Kensington Palace).







Day 5


Spend the morning exploring a street market (try to make today coincide with the day that your market of choice is busiest—see the Shopping in London chapter for details).


Spend the rest of your day at your choice of major sights. Depending on your interests, choose from the British Library, Tate Britain, Museum of London, Imperial War Museum, or Kew Gardens (consider a cruise to Kew, return to London by Tube).


Day 6










	10:00

	Cruise from Westminster Pier to Greenwich.






	11:15

	Tour the salty sights of Greenwich.






	16:00

	Ride the Docklands Light Railroad (DLR) to the Docklands for my self-guided Docklands Walk and a look at London’s emerging “Manhattan.”






	18:30

	Take the DLR or Tube back to London.







Day 7










	10:00

	Tour the Victoria and Albert Museum.







After lunch (or a picnic in the park), stroll through Hyde Park and visit Kensington Palace. Spend the afternoon at Harrods or other shopping venues.


With More Time


To get a break from big-city London, you can easily spend a day or two side-tripping. Windsor, Cambridge, and Stonehenge each make a satisfying one-day visit.



Overview



TOURIST INFORMATION


It’s amazing how hard it can be to find unbiased sightseeing information and advice in London. You’ll see “Tourist Information” offices advertised everywhere, but most of them are private agencies that make a big profit selling tours and advance sightseeing and/or theater tickets; others are run by Transport for London (TFL) and are primarily focused on providing public-transit advice.


The City of London Information Centre next to St. Paul’s Cathedral (just outside the church entrance) is the only publicly funded—and therefore impartial—“real” TI (Mon-Sat 9:30-17:30, Sun 10:00-16:00; Tube: St. Paul’s, tel. 020/7332-1456, www.visitthecity.co.uk).


While officially a service of The City (London’s financial district), this office also provides information about the rest of London. It sells Oyster cards, London Passes (see here), advance “Fast Track” sightseeing tickets (described next), and some National Express bus tickets. It also stocks various free publications: London Planner (a free monthly that lists all the sights, events, and hours), some walking-tour brochures, the Official London Theatre Guide, a free Tube and bus map, the Guide to River Thames Boat Services, and brochures describing self-guided themed walks in The City (including Dickens, modern architecture, Shakespeare, and film locations).


The TI gives out a free map of The City and sells several city-wide maps; ask if they have yet another, free map with various coupons for discounts on sights. I’d skip their room-booking service (charges a commission) and theater box office (may charge a commission).


Visit London, which serves the greater London area, doesn’t have an office you can visit in person—but does have an information-packed website (www.visitlondon.com).


Fast Track Tickets: To skip the ticket-buying queues at certain London sights, you can buy Fast Track tickets (sometimes called “priority pass” tickets) in advance—and they can be cheaper than tickets sold right at the sight. They’re particularly smart for the Tower of London, the London Eye, The Shard, and Madame Tussauds Waxworks, all of which get very busy in high season. They’re available through various sales outlets (including the City of London TI, souvenir stands, and faux-TIs scattered throughout touristy areas).


ARRIVAL IN LONDON


For more information on getting to or from London, see the London Connections chapter.


By Train: London has nine major train stations, all connected by the Tube (subway). All have ATMs, and many of the larger stations also have shops, fast food, exchange offices, and luggage storage. From any station, you can ride the Tube or taxi to your hotel.


By Bus: The main intercity bus station is Victoria Coach Station, one block southwest of Victoria train/Tube station.


By Plane: London has six airports. Most tourists arrive at Heathrow or Gatwick airport, although flights from elsewhere in Europe may land at Stansted, Luton, Southend, or London City airport. For hotels near Heathrow and Gatwick, see the Sleeping in London chapter.


HELPFUL HINTS


Exchange Rate: £1 = about $1.50.


Country Calling Code: 44 (see here for dialing instructions).


Theft Alert: Wear your money belt. The Artful Dodger is alive and well in London. Be on guard, particularly on public transportation and in places crowded with tourists, who, considered naive and rich, are targeted. The Changing of the Guard scene is a favorite for thieves. And more than 7,500 purses are stolen annually at Covent Garden alone.


Pedestrian Safety: Cars drive on the left side of the road—which can be as confusing for foreign pedestrians as for foreign drivers. Before crossing a street, I always look right, look left, then look right again just to be sure. Most crosswalks are even painted with instructions, reminding foreign guests to “Look right” or “Look left.” While locals are champion jaywalkers, you shouldn’t try it; jaywalking is treacherous when you’re disoriented about which direction traffic is coming from.


Medical Problems: Local hospitals have good-quality 24-hour-a-day emergency care centers, where any tourist who needs help can drop in and, after a wait, be seen by a doctor. Your hotel has details. St. Thomas’ Hospital, immediately across the river from Big Ben, has a fine reputation.


Getting Your Bearings: London is well-signed for visitors. Through an initiative called Legible London, the city has erected thoughtfully designed, pedestrian-focused maps around town—especially handy when exiting Tube stations. In this sprawling city—where predictable grid-planned streets are relatively rare—it’s also smart to buy and use a good map.


Maps: Bensons London Street Map, sold at many newsstands and bookstores, is my favorite for efficient sightseeing and might be the best £3 you’ll spend. I also like the Handy London Map and Guide version, which shows every little lane and all the sights, and comes with a transit map. Many Londoners, along with obsessive-compulsive tourists, rely on the highly detailed London A-Z map book (generally £5-7, called “A to Zed” by locals, available at newsstands).


Getting Online with a Mobile Device: In addition to the Wi-Fi that’s likely available at your hotel, many major museums, sights, and even entire boroughs offer free access. If that’s not enough, consider a free account with The Cloud, a Wi-Fi service found in most London train stations and many museums, coffee shops, cafés, and shopping centers (though the connection can be slow). When you sign up at www.thecloud.net/free-wifi, you’ll have to enter a street address and postal code; it doesn’t matter which one (use your hotel’s, or the Queen’s: Buckingham Palace, SW1A 1AA).


Most Tube stations and trains have Wi-Fi, but it’s free only to those with a British Virgin Media account. However, the Tube’s Wi-Fi always lets you access Transport for London’s “Plan a Journey” feature (www.tfl.gov.uk), making it easy to look up transit options—and get real-time updates on delays—once you’re in a station. To use the Tube’s pay Wi-Fi, you can spend £2 for a one-day pass, or £5 for a one-week pass (http://my.virginmedia.com/wifi).


Useful Apps: Tube travelers may want to download Mapway’s free Tube Map London Underground (www.mapway.com), which shows the easiest way to connect station A to station B. When you are online, the app provides live updates about Tube delays and closures. (It doesn’t, however, include bus connections, and fake “navigation buttons” at the bottom of the screen are actually ads. The handy Citymapper app for London covers every mode of public transit in the city. City Maps 2Go lets you download searchable offline maps; their London version is quite good. And Time Out London’s free app has reviews and listings for theater, museums, and movies (download the “Make Your City Amazing” version, which is updated weekly, rather than the boilerplate “Travel Guide” version).


[image: Image] For free audio versions of some of the self-guided tours in this book (the Westminster Walk, The City Walk, and tours of the British Museum, British Library, and St. Paul’s Cathedral), get the Rick Steves Audio Europe app (see here).


Travel Bookstores: Located between Covent Garden and Leicester Square, the very good Stanfords Travel Bookstore stocks a huge selection of guidebooks (including current editions of nearly all of mine), travel-related novels, maps, and gear (Mon-Sat 9:00-20:00, Sun 11:30-18:00, 12 Long Acre, second entrance on Floral Street, Tube: Leicester Square, tel. 020/7836-1321, www.stanfords.co.uk).




Daily Reminder


Sunday: The Tower of London and British Museum are both especially crowded today. Speakers’ Corner in Hyde Park rants from early afternoon until early evening. These places are closed: Sir John Soane’s Museum, and legal sights (Houses of Parliament, City Hall, and Old Bailey; the neighborhood called The City is dead). Westminster Abbey and St. Paul’s are open during the day for worship but closed to sightseers. With all these closures, this morning is a good time to take a bus tour. Most big stores open late (around 11:30) and close early (18:00).


Street markets flourish at Camden Lock, Spitalfields (at its best today), Petticoat Lane, Brick Lane, and Greenwich, but Portobello Road and Brixton markets are closed (though the Brixton farmers market is open 10:00-14:00). Because of all the market action, it’s a good day to take the East End Walk (see here). Theaters are quiet, as most actors take today off. (There are a few exceptions, such as Shakespeare’s Globe, which offers Sunday performances in summer, and theaters with family-oriented fare, including The Lion King, offered year-round.)


Monday: Nearly all sights are open, except Apsley House, Sir John Soane’s Museum, and a few others. The Houses of Parliament may be open as late as 22:30.


Tuesday: Nearly all sights are open, except Apsley House. The British Library is open until 20:00, and the Houses of Parliament may be open as late as 22:00. On the first Tuesday of the month, Sir John Soane’s Museum is open until 21:00.


Wednesday: Nearly all sights are open. The British Library is open until 20:00, and the Houses of Parliament may be open as late as 22:00.


Thursday: All sights are open, the British Library is open until 20:00 and the National Portrait Gallery is open until 21:00.


Friday: All sights are open, except the Houses of Parliament. Sights open late include the British Museum (selected galleries until 20:30), National Gallery (until 21:00), National Portrait Gallery (until 21:00), Victoria and Albert Museum (selected galleries until 22:00), and Tate Modern (until 22:00).


Saturday: Most sights are open, except legal ones (Old Bailey, City Hall; skip The City). The Houses of Parliament are open only with a tour. Tate Modern is open until 22:00. The Tower of London is especially crowded today. Today’s the day to hit the Portobello Road street market; the Camden Lock and Greenwich markets are also good.


Notes: St. Martin-in-the-Fields church offers concerts at lunchtime (Mon, Tue, and Fri at 13:00) and in the evening (several nights a week at 19:30, jazz Wed at 20:00).


Evensong occurs nearly daily at St. Paul’s (Sun at 15:15 and Tue-Sat at 17:00), Westminster Abbey (Sun at 15:00, Mon-Tue and Thu-Sat at 17:00 except Sept-April Sat at 15:00), and Southwark Cathedral (Sun at 15:00, Tue-Fri 17:30, Sat at 16:00).


The Original London Sightseeing and Big Bus companies run their last full hop-on, hop-off tours of the day from Victoria Station at about 20:00. See London by Night buses leave Green Park each evening starting at 19:30.


The London Eye spins nightly (last departure 20:30 or 21:30, or even later, depending on the season).





Two impressive Waterstones bookstores have the biggest collection of travel guides in town: on Piccadilly (Mon-Sat 9:00-22:00, Sun 12:00-18:30, café, great views from top-floor bar—see sidebar on here, 203 Piccadilly, tel. 0843-290-8549) and on Trafalgar Square (Mon-Sat 9:00-21:00, Sun 12:00-18:00, Costa Café on second floor, tel. 020/7839-4411).


Baggage Storage: Train stations have replaced lockers with more secure left-luggage counters. Each bag must go through a scanner (just like at the airport). Expect long waits in the morning to check in (up to 45 minutes) and in the afternoon to pick up (each item-£11/24 hours, most stations daily 7:00-23:00). You can also store bags at the airports (similar rates and hours, www.left-baggage.co.uk).


GETTING AROUND LONDON


To travel smart in a city this size, you must get comfortable with public transportation. London’s excellent taxis, buses, and subway (Tube) system can take you anywhere you need to go—a blessing for travelers’ precious vacation time, not to mention their feet. It’s also the most expensive public transit in the world.


While single-ride and paper tickets still exist, for most visitors the Oyster card is simply the only way to go—saving precious time and money.


For more information about public transit (bus and Tube), the best single source is the helpful Hello London brochure, which includes both a Tube map and a handy schematic map of the best bus routes (available free at TIs, museums, hotels, and at www.tfl.gov.uk). For specific directions on how to get from point A to point B on London’s transit, detailed bus maps, updated prices, and general information, check www.tfl.gov.uk or call the automated info line at 0843-222-1234.



Public Transit Tickets and Passes



While the transit system has six zones, almost all tourist sights are within Zones 1 and 2, so those are the prices I’ve listed. For more information, visit www.tfl.gov.uk/tickets.


Individual Tickets: Individual paper tickets for the Tube are ridiculously expensive (£4.90 per Tube ride). You can buy them at any Tube station, either at (often-crowded) ticket windows or at easy-to-use self-service machines (hit “Adult Single” and enter your destination). Tickets are valid only on the day of purchase.


Unless you’re literally taking only one Tube ride your entire visit, you’ll save money (and time) by buying one of the following multiple-ride passes.


Oyster Card: A pay-as-you-go Oyster card (a plastic card embedded with a computer chip) allows you to ride the Tube, buses, Docklands Light Railway (DLR), and Overground (mostly suburban trains), for about half the rate of individual tickets. To use the card, you simply touch the card against the yellow card reader at the turnstile or entrance, it flashes green, and the fare is automatically deducted. (You must also tap your card again to “touch out” as you exit.)


Buy the card at any Tube station ticket window, or look for nearby shops displaying the Oyster logo, where you can purchase a card or add credit without the wait. You’ll pay a £5 deposit up front, then load it with as much credit as you’ll need. One ride in Zones 1 and 2 during peak time costs £2.90; off peak is a little cheaper (£2.40 per ride). The system comes with an automatic price cap that guarantees you’ll never pay more than £6.50 in one day for riding within Zones 1 and 2. If you think you’ll take more than two rides in a day, £6.50 of credit will cover you, but it’s smart to add a little more if you expect to travel outside the city center. If you’re staying five or more days, consider adding a 7-Day Travelcard to your Oyster card (details on next page).
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Note that Oyster cards are not shareable among companions taking the same ride; each traveler will need his or her own. If your balance gets low, simply add credit—or “top up”—at a ticket window, machine, or shop. You can always see how much credit remains on your card (along with a list of where you’ve traveled) by touching it to the pad at any ticket machine.


At the end of your trip, you can reclaim your deposit and unused balance (up to £10) by selecting “Pay as you go refund” on any ticket machine that gives change. This will deactivate your card. For balances of more than £10, you’ll have to wait in line at a ticket window for your refund. If you don’t deactivate your card, the credit never expires—you can use it again on your next trip.


Visitor Oyster cards, aimed specifically at tourists, come with a £3 required deposit (instead of £5) and function exactly the same as a regular Oyster card. The Visitor Oyster card is not available in London; you must purchase it online in advance, load it with a preset amount of money, and have it delivered by mail before your trip, making it more expensive than a regular Oyster card.


Travelcards: Paper Travelcards let you ride as many times as you want within a one- or a seven-day period for one fixed price, but are only a good deal in limited instances. The card works like a traditional paper ticket: Buy it at any Tube station ticket window or machine, then feed it into a turnstile (and retrieve it) to enter and exit the Tube. On a bus, just show it to the driver when you get on.


Your one-day card options are the Anytime Day Travelcard (covers Zones 1-4, valid for one day of travel anytime, £12.10), or the Off-Peak Day Travelcard (covers Zones 1-6, valid for one day of travel after 9:30 on weekdays, anytime on weekends, £12.10). These are only a good value if you plan on taking full advantage of the discounts that come with them (see below); otherwise an Oyster card with its daily cap is almost always a better deal.


The 7-Day Travelcard, which comes as a paper version or can be added to an Oyster card, is the best option if you’re staying five or more days and plan to use public transit a lot (£32.40 for Zones 1-2; £59.10 for Zones 1-6). For most travelers, the Zone 1-2 pass works best. Heathrow Airport is in Zone 6, but there’s no need to buy the Zones 1-6 version if that’s the only ride outside the city center you plan to take—instead you can pay a small supplement to cover the difference.


The Bottom Line


Wondering which pass works best for your trip? On a short visit (three days or fewer), consider purchasing an Oyster card and adding £20-25 of credit (£6.50 daily cap times three days, plus a little extra for any rides outside Zones 1-2). If you’ll be taking fewer rides, £15 will be enough (£2.90 per ride during peak time gets you 5 rides), and if not you can always top up. If you’re in London for five days or longer, the 7-Day Travelcard—either the paper version or on an Oyster card—will likely pay for itself. Note that certain Travelcards come with sightseeing discounts (see below) that might make them a worthwhile option.


Discounts


Families: A paying adult can take up to four kids (ages 10 and under) for free on the Tube, Docklands Light Railway (DLR), Overground, and buses. Explore other child and student discounts at www.tfl.gov.uk/tickets or ask a clerk at a Tube ticket window which deal is best.


River Cruises: A Travelcard gives you a 33 percent discount on most Thames cruises (see here). The Oyster card gives you roughly a 10 percent discount on Thames Clippers (including the Tate Boat museum ferry).


Sightseeing Deal: If you buy a paper Anytime Day or Off-Peak Day Travelcard at a National Rail train station (not a Tube station), you get same-day, two-for-one discounts at some sights, including the pricey Tower of London (not valid July-Aug), Churchill War Rooms, and Madame Tussauds. Restrictions apply; for more information, see www.daysoutguide.co.uk.


By Tube


London’s subway system is called the Tube or Underground (but never “subway,” which, in Britain, refers to a pedestrian underpass). The Tube is one of this planet’s great people-movers and usually the fastest long-distance transport in town (runs Mon-Sat about 5:00-24:00, Sun about 7:00-23:00; Central, Jubilee, Northern, Piccadilly, and Victoria lines also run Fri-Sat 24 hours). Two other commuter rail lines are tied into the network and use the same tickets: the Docklands Light Railway (called DLR) and the Overground.
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Get your bearings by studying a map of the system. At the front of this book, you’ll find a Tube map of the city center, with color-coded lines and names. You can also pick up a free, more extensive Tube map at any station, or download a transit app (described earlier).


Each line has a name (such as Circle, Northern, or Bakerloo) and two directions (indicated by the end-of-the-line stops). Find the line that will take you to your destination, and figure out roughly which direction (north, south, east, or west) you’ll need to go to get there.


At the Tube station, there are two ways to pass through the turnstile. With an Oyster card, touch it flat against the turnstile’s yellow card reader, both when you enter and exit the station. With a paper ticket or Travelcard, feed it into the turnstile, reclaim it, and hang on to it—you’ll need it later.


Find your train by following signs to your line and the (general) direction it’s headed (such as Central Line: east). Since some tracks are shared by several lines, double-check before boarding a train—make sure your destination is one of the stops listed on the sign at the platform. Also, check the electronic signboards that announce which train is next, and make sure the destination (the end-of-the-line stop) is the direction you want. Some trains, particularly on the Circle and District lines, split off for other directions, but each train has its final destination marked above its windshield.
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Trains run about every 3-10 minutes. For a rough idea of how long it takes to get from point A to point B by Tube, estimate five minutes per stop (which includes time to walk into and out of stations, and to change trains). So a destination six stops away will take you about 30 minutes.


When you leave the system, “touch out” with your Oyster card at the electronic reader on the turnstile, or feed your paper ticket into the turnstile (it will eat your now-expired ticket). With a Travelcard, it will spit out your still-valid card. When leaving a station, save walking time by choosing the best street exit—check the maps on the walls or ask any station personnel.


The system can be fraught with construction delays and breakdowns. Pay attention to signs and announcements explaining necessary detours. Rush hours (8:00-10:00 and 16:00-19:00) can be packed and sweaty. If one train is stuffed—and another is coming in three minutes—it may be worth a wait to avoid the sardine routine. If you get confused, ask for advice from a local, a blue-vested staff person, or at the information window located before the turnstile entry. Online, get help from the “Plan a Journey” feature at www.tfl.gov.uk, which is accessible (via free Wi-Fi) on any mobile device within most Tube stations before you go underground.


Tube Etiquette


• When your train arrives, stand off to the side and let riders exit before you try to board.


• Avoid using the hinged seats near the doors of some trains when the car is jammed; they take up valuable standing space.


• If you’re blocking the door when the train stops, step out of the car and off to the side, let others off, then get back on.


• Talk softly in the cars. Listen to how quietly Londoners communicate and follow their lead.


• On escalators, stand on the right and pass on the left. But note that in some passageways or stairways, you might be directed to walk on the left (the direction Brits go when behind the wheel).


• Discreet eating and drinking are fine (nothing smelly); drinking alcohol and smoking are banned.


By Bus


If you figure out the bus system, you’ll swing like Tarzan through the urban jungle of London (see sidebar for a list of handy routes). Get in the habit of hopping buses for quick little straight shots, even just to get to a Tube stop. However, during bump-and-grind rush hours (8:00-10:00 and 16:00-19:00), you’ll usually go faster by Tube.
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You can’t buy single-trip tickets for buses, and you can’t use cash to pay for your fare when boarding. Instead, you must have an Oyster card, a Travelcard, or a one-day Bus & Tram Pass (£5, can buy on day of travel only—not beforehand, from ticket machine in any Tube station). If you’re using your Oyster card, any bus ride in downtown London costs £1.50 (with a cap of £4.50 per day).


The first step in mastering London’s bus system is learning how to decipher the bus-stop signs. The accompanying photo shows a typical sign listing the various buses (the N91, N68, etc.) that come by here and the destinations they go to (Oakwood, Old Coulsdon, etc.). In the first column, find your destination on the list—e.g., to Paddington (Tube and rail station). In the next column, find a bus that goes there—the #23 (routes marked “N” are night-only). In the final column, a letter within a circle (e.g., “H”) tells you exactly which nearby bus stop is yours. Find where that stop is on the accompanying bus-stop map, then make your way to that stop—you’ll know it’s yours because it will have the same letter on its pole.
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When your bus approaches, it’s wise to hold your arm out to let the driver know you want on. Hop on and confirm your destination with the driver (often friendly and helpful).


As you board, touch your Oyster card to the card reader, or show your paper Travelcard or Bus & Tram Pass to the driver. Unlike on the Tube, there’s no need to show or tap your card when you hop off. On the older heritage “Routemaster” buses without card-readers (used on the #15 route), you simply take a seat, and the conductor comes around to check cards and passes.


To alert the driver that you want to get off, press one of the red buttons (on the poles between the seats) before your stop.


With a mobile phone, you can find out the arrival time of the next bus by texting your bus stop’s five-digit code (posted at the stop, above the timetable) to 87287 (if you’re using your US phone, text the code to 011-44-7797-800-287). Or try the helpful London Bus Checker app, with route maps and real-time bus info.


By Taxi


London is the best taxi town in Europe. Big, black, carefully regulated cabs are everywhere—there are about 25,000 of them. (While historically known as “black cabs,” London’s official taxis are sometimes covered with wildly colored ads.)
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I’ve never met a crabby cabbie in London. They love to talk, and they know every nook and cranny in town. I ride in a taxi each day just to get my London questions answered. Drivers must pass a rigorous test on “The Knowledge” of London geography to earn their license.


If a cab’s top light is on, just wave it down. Drivers flash lights when they see you wave. They have a tight turning radius, so you can hail cabs going in either direction. If waving doesn’t work, ask someone where you can find a taxi stand. Telephoning a cab will get you one in a few minutes, but costs a little more.


Rides start at £2.40. The regular tariff #1 covers most of the day (Mon-Fri 6:00-20:00), tariff #2 is during “unsociable hours” (Mon-Fri 20:00-22:00 and Sat-Sun 6:00-22:00), and tariff #3 is for nighttime (22:00-6:00) and holidays. Rates go up about 20 percent with each higher tariff. All extra charges are explained in writing on the cab wall. Tip a cabbie by rounding up (maximum 10 percent).


Connecting downtown sights is quick and easy, and will cost you about £8-10 (for example, St. Paul’s to the Tower of London, or between the two Tate museums). For a short ride, three adults in a cab generally travel at close to Tube prices—and groups of four or five adults should taxi everywhere. All cabs can carry five passengers, and some take six, for the same cost as a single traveler.




Handy Bus Routes


Ever since London instituted a congestion charge for cars, the bus system has gotten faster, easier, and cheaper. Tube-oriented travelers need to get over their tunnel vision, learn the bus system, and get around fast and easy. The best views are upstairs on a double-decker. Check the bus stop closest to your hotel—it might be convenient to your sightseeing plans. Here are some of the most useful routes:


Route #9: High Street Kensington to Knightsbridge (Harrods) to Hyde Park Corner to Trafalgar Square to Aldwych (Somerset House).


Route #11: Victoria Station to Westminster Abbey to Trafalgar Square to St. Paul’s and Liverpool Street Station and the East End.


Route #15: Trafalgar Square to St. Paul’s to Tower of London (sometimes with heritage “Routemaster” old-style double-decker buses).


Routes #23 and #159: Paddington Station (#159 begins at Marble Arch) to Oxford Circus to Piccadilly Circus to Trafalgar Square; from there, #23 heads east to St. Paul’s and Liverpool Street Station, while #159 heads to Westminster and the Imperial War Museum. In addition, several buses (including #6, #13, and #139) also make the corridor run between Marble Arch, Oxford Circus, Piccadilly Circus, and Trafalgar Square.
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Route #24: Pimlico to Victoria Station to Westminster Abbey to Trafalgar Square to Euston Square, then all the way north to Camden Town (Camden Lock Market) and Hampstead Heath.


Route #38: Victoria Station to Hyde Park Corner to Piccadilly Circus to British Museum.


Route #88: Tate Britain to Westminster Abbey to Trafalgar Square to Piccadilly Circus to Oxford Circus to Great Portland Street Station (Regent’s Park), then north to Camden Town.


Route #148: Westminster Abbey to Victoria Station to Notting Hill and Bayswater (by way of the east end of Hyde Park and Marble Arch).


Route #RV1 (a scenic South Bank joyride): Tower of London to Tower Bridge to Southwark Street (five-minute walk behind Tate Modern/Shakespeare’s Globe) to London Eye/Waterloo Station, then over Waterloo Bridge to Aldwych and Covent Garden.





Don’t worry about meter cheating. Licensed British cab meters come with a sealed computer chip and clock that ensures you’ll get the correct tariff. The only way a cabbie can cheat you is by taking a needlessly long route. One serious pitfall, however, is taking a cab when traffic is bad to a destination efficiently served by the Tube. On one trip to London, I hopped in a taxi at South Kensington for Waterloo Station and hit bad traffic. Rather than spending 20 minutes and £2 on the Tube, I spent 40 minutes and £16 in a taxi.


If you overdrink and ride in a taxi, be warned: Taxis charge £40 for “soiling” (a.k.a., pub puke). If you forget this book in a taxi, call the Lost Property office and hope for the best (tel. 0845-330-9882).


By Uber


The on-demand car hire service Uber operates in London with rates comparable to taxis. Like at home, you request a car via the Uber app on your mobile device (connected to Wi-Fi or a data plan), and the fare is automatically charged to your credit card. Cars aren’t always marked, but the app will tell you the vehicle’s make and model, and your driver’s name.


Ordering an Uber ride is handy if you need to transfer hotels or return from a sight where taxis and public transportation are less convenient. Keep in mind that Uber drivers often rely on GPS to route your trip, and may not have the same knowledge of the city as do many cabbies.


By Bike


London is keeping up its push to become more bike-friendly. It operates a citywide bike-rental program similar to ones in other major European cities, and new bike lanes are still cropping up around town.


Still, London isn’t (yet) ideal for biking. Although the streets are relatively uncongested, the network of designated bike lanes is far from complete, and the city’s many one-way streets (not to mention the need to bike on the “wrong” side) can make biking here a bit more challenging than it sounds. If you’re accustomed to urban biking, it can be a good option for connecting your sightseeing stops, but if you’re just up for a joyride, stick to London’s large parks.


Santander Cycles, intended for quick point-to-point trips, are fairly easy to rent and a giddy joy to use, even for the most jaded London tourist. These “Boris Bikes” (as they are affectionately called by locals, after cycle enthusiast and former mayor Boris Johnson) are cruisers with big, cushy seats, a bag rack with elastic straps, and three gears.


[image: Image]


Approximately 700 bike-rental stations are scattered throughout the city, each equipped with a computer kiosk. To rent a bike, you need to pay an access fee (£2/day). The first 30 minutes are free; if you hang on to the bike for longer, you’ll be charged £2 for every additional 30-minute period.


When you’re ready to ride, press “Hire a Cycle” and insert your credit card when prompted. You’ll then get a ticket with a five-digit code. Take the ticket to any bike that doesn’t have a red light (those are “taken”) and punch in the number. After the yellow light blinks, a green light will appear: Now you can (firmly) pull the bike out of the slot.


When your ride is over, find a station with an empty slot, then push your bike in until it locks and the green light flashes.


You can hire bikes as often as you like (which will start your free 30-minute period over again), as long as you wait five minutes between each use. There can be problems, of course—stations at popular locations (such as entrances to parks) can temporarily run out of bikes, and you may have trouble finding a place to return a bike—but for the most part, this system works great. To make things easier, get a map of the docking stations—pick one up at any major Underground station. The same map is also available online at www.tfl.gov.uk (click on “Santander Cycles”) and as a free app (http://cyclehireapp.com).


Helmets are not provided, so ride carefully. Stay to the far-left side of the road and watch closely at intersections for left-turning cars. Be aware that in most parks (including Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens) only certain paths are designated for bike use—you can’t ride just anywhere. Maps posted at park entrances identify bike paths, and non-bike paths are generally clearly marked.


Some bike tour companies also rent bikes—for details, see here.


By Car


If you have a car, stow it—you don’t want to drive in London. A £11.50 congestion charge is levied on any private car entering the city center during peak hours (Mon-Fri 7:00-18:00, no charge Sat-Sun and holidays, fee payable at gas stations, convenience stores, and self-service machines at public parking lots, or online at www.cclondon.com). There are painfully stiff penalties for late payments. The system has cut down traffic jams, bolstered London’s public transit, and made buses cheaper and more user-friendly. Today, the vast majority of vehicles in the city center are buses, taxis, and service trucks.


Tours in London


[image: Image] To sightsee on your own, download my free audio tours that illuminate some of London’s top sights and neighborhoods, including my Westminster Walk, Historic London: The City Walk, and tours of the British Museum, British Library, and St. Paul’s Cathedral (see sidebar on here for details).


▲▲▲BY HOP-ON, HOP-OFF DOUBLE-DECKER BUS


London is full of hop-on, hop-off bus companies competing for your tourist pound. I’ve focused on the two companies I like the most: Original and Big Bus. Both offer essentially the same two tours of the city’s sightseeing highlights. Big Bus tours are a little more expensive (£32, cheaper in advance online), while Original tours are cheaper (£26 with this book).


These once-over-lightly bus tours drive by all the famous sights, providing a stress-free way to get your bearings and see the biggies: Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar Square, Big Ben, St. Paul’s, the Tower of London, Marble Arch, Victoria Station, and elsewhere. With a good guide, decent traffic, and nice weather, I’d sit back and enjoy the entire tour. (If traffic is bad or you don’t like your guide, you can hop off and try your luck with the next departure.)


Each company offers at least one route with live (English-only) guides, and a second (sometimes slightly different route) with recorded, dial-a-language narration. In addition to the overview tours, both Original and Big Bus include the Thames River boat trip by City Cruises (between Westminster and the Tower of London) and several walking tours. Employees for both companies will try hard to sell you tickets and Fast Track admissions to various sights in London. Review your sightseeing plan carefully in advance so you can take advantage of offers that will save you time or money, but skip the rest.


Pick up a map from any flier rack or from one of the countless salespeople, and study the color-coded system. Sunday morning—when traffic is light and many museums are closed—is a fine time for a tour. Traffic is at its peak around lunch and during the evening rush hour (around 17:00).


Buses run daily about every 10-15 minutes in summer and every 10-20 minutes in winter, starting at about 8:30. The last full loop usually leaves Victoria Station at about 20:00 in summer, and at about 17:00 in winter.




Combining a London Bus Tour and the Changing of the Guard


For a grand and efficient intro to London, consider catching an 8:30 departure of a hop-on, hop-off overview bus tour, riding 90 percent of the loop (which takes just over two hours, depending on traffic), and hopping off at Buckingham Palace in time to find a good spot to watch the Changing of the Guard ceremony at 11:30. If you miss the first bus, you could take the next one (generally about 20 minutes later), though it may get you to the ceremony late (check with the driver).





You can buy tickets online in advance, or from drivers or from staff at street kiosks (credit cards accepted at kiosks at major stops such as Victoria Station, ticket valid 24 hours in summer, 48 hours in winter).


Original London Sightseeing Bus Tour


They offer two versions of their basic highlights loop: The Original Tour (live guide, marked with a yellow triangle on the front of the bus) and the City Sightseeing Tour (same route but with recorded narration, a kids’ soundtrack option, and a stop at Madame Tussauds; bus marked with a red triangle). Other routes include the blue-triangle Museum Tour (connecting far-flung museums and major shopping stops), and green-, black-, and purple-triangle routes (linking major train stations to the central route). All routes are covered by the same tickets (£30, £4 less with this book, limit four discounts per book, they’ll rip off the corner of this page—raise bloody hell if the staff or driver won’t honor this discount; also online deals, info center at 17 Cockspur Street sells discounted tickets to Tower of London, St. Paul’s Cathedral, and London Eye; Mon-Sat 8:30-18:00, Sun 9:00-17:30; tel. 020/8877-1722, www.theoriginaltour.com).


Big Bus London Tours


For £32 (up to 30 percent discount online—print tickets or have them delivered to your phone), you get the same basic overview tours: Red buses come with a live guide, while the blue route has a recorded narration and a one-hour longer path that goes around Hyde Park. These pricier Big Bus tours tend to have more departures—meaning shorter waits for those hopping on and off (tel. 020/7808-6753, www.bigbustours.com).



BY BUS OR CAR



London by Night Sightseeing Tour


Various companies offer a 1- to 2-hour circuit, but after hours, with no extras (e.g., walks, river cruises), at a lower price. While the narration can be pretty lame, the views at twilight are grand—though note that it stays light until late on summer nights, and London just doesn’t do floodlighting as well as, say, Paris. Golden Tours buses depart at 19:00 and 20:00 from their offices on Buckingham Palace Road (tel. 020/7630-2028; www.goldentours.com). See London By Night buses offer live English guides and daily departures from Green Park (next to the Ritz Hotel) at 19:30, 20:00, 20:30, 21:15, 21:45, and 22:15; October-March at 19:30 and 21:20 only (tel. 020/7183-4744, www.seelondonbynight.com). For a memorable and economical evening, munch a scenic picnic dinner on the top deck. (There are plenty of takeaway options within the train stations and near the various stops.)


Land and Sea Tours


A bright-yellow amphibious WWII-vintage vehicle (the model that ferried supplies and wounded soldiers on Normandy’s beaches on D-Day) takes a gang of 30 tourists past some famous sights on land—Big Ben, Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly Circus—then splashes into the Thames for a cruise. All in all, it’s good fun at a rather steep price. The live guide works hard, and it’s kid-friendly to the point of goofiness (£24, April-Sept daily, first tour 9:30 or 10:00, last tour usually 18:00, shorter hours Oct-March, 2-6/hour, 1.25 hours—45 minutes on land and 30 minutes in the river, £3 booking fee by phone or online, departs from Belvedere Road—you’ll see the big, ugly vehicle parked near the London Eye, Tube: Waterloo or Westminster, tel. 020/7928-3132, www.londonducktours.co.uk).


Driver-Guides


These guides have cars or a minibus (particularly helpful for travelers with limited mobility), and they also do walking-only tours: Janine Barton (£370/half-day, £500/day within London, from £550 outside London, tel. 020/7402-4600, http://seeitinstyle.synthasite.com, jbsiis@aol.com); cousins Hugh Dickson and Mike Dickson (£345/half-day, £515 full-day, overnights also possible, both registered Blue Badge guides; Hugh’s mobile 07771/602-069, hughdickson@hotmail.com; Mike’s mobile 07769/905-811, michael.dickson5@btinternet.com); and David Stubbs (£195/half-day, £295/day, about £50 more for groups of 4-6 people, also does tours to the Cotswolds, Stonehenge, and Stratford, mobile 07775-888-534, www.londoncountrytours.co.uk, info@londoncountrytours.co.uk).



▲▲ON FOOT



Top-notch local guides lead (sometimes big) groups on walking tours through specific slices of London’s past. Look for brochures at TIs or ask at hotels, although the latter usually push higher-priced bus tours. Time Out, the weekly entertainment guide, lists some, but not all, scheduled walks. Check with the various tour companies by phone or online to get their full picture.


To take a walking tour, simply show up at the announced location and pay the guide. Then enjoy two chatty hours of Dickens, Harry Potter, the Plague, Shakespeare, street art, the Beatles, Jack the Ripper, or whatever is on the agenda.


London Walks


This leading company lists its extensive and creative daily schedule online, as well as in a beefy London Walks brochure (available at hotels and in racks all over town). Just perusing their fascinating lineup opens me up to dimensions of the city I never considered and inspires me to stay longer in London. Their two-hour walks, led by top-quality professional guides (ranging from archaeologists to actors), cost £10 (cash only, walks offered year-round, private tours for groups-£140, tel. 020/7624-3978 for a live person, tel. 020/7624-9255 for a recording of today’s or tomorrow’s walks and the Tube station they depart from, www.walks.com).


London Walks also offers day trips into the countryside, a good option for those with limited time (£18 plus £36-59 for transportation and admission costs, cash only: Stonehenge/Salisbury, Oxford/Cotswolds, Cambridge, Bath, and so on). These are economical in part because everyone gets group discounts for transportation and admissions.


Sandemans New London “Free Royal London Tour”


This company offers free tours covering the basic London sights in a youthful, light, and irreverent way that can be both entertaining and fun, but it’s misleading to call them “free,” as tips are expected. Given that London Walks offers daily tours at a reasonable price, taking this “free” tour makes no sense to me (daily at 10:00, 11:00, and 14:00; meet at Covent Garden Piazza by the Apple Store, Tube: Covent Garden). Sandemans also offers guided tours for a charge, including a Pub Crawl (£20, nightly at 19:30, meet at Slug and Lettuce Bar in Leicester Square, Tube: Leicester Square, www.newlondon-tours.com).


Beatles Walks


Fans of the still-Fab Four can take one of three Beatles walks (London Walks has two that run 5 days/week; for more on Beatles sights, see here).



Jack the Ripper Walks



Each walking tour company seems to make most of its money with “haunted” and Jack the Ripper tours. Many guides are historians and would rather not lead these lightweight tours—but, in tourism as in journalism, “if it bleeds, it leads” (which is why the juvenile London Dungeon is one of the city’s busiest sights).


Back in 1888—in the decade of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, when London was still a Dickensian Tale of Two Cities—locals were terrorized by the murder of five prostitutes within a few weeks. In the wee hours, the murderer (who was given his name by local newspapers, which made a fortune on this sensational series of events) slit the throats and cut out the guts of his victims in the poor and wretched side of town. These were desperate women—so desperate they took their customers not to a bed, but up against a wall for a “four-penny knee trembler.” While almost no hint of the dark and scary London of that period survives, guides do a good job of spinning the story. Think of this mile-long walk, starting at the Tower of London, as a cheap night out with a few laughs. It’s still light out in summer, so the scary factor is limited to the tales of the victims’ miserable lot in life and the gory way in which they were killed.


Two reliably good two-hour tours start every night at the Tower Hill Tube station exit. London Walks leaves nightly at 19:30 (£10, pay at the start, tel. 020/7624-3978, recorded info tel. 020/7624-9255, www.jacktheripperwalk.com). Ripping Yarns, which leaves earlier, is guided by off-duty Yeoman Warders—the Tower of London “Beefeaters” (£8, pay at end, nightly at 18:30, no tours between Christmas and New Year’s Day, mobile 07813-559-301, www.jack-the-ripper-tours.com). After taking both, I found the London Walks tour more entertaining, informative, and with a better route (along quieter, once hooker-friendly lanes, with less traffic), starting at Tower Hill and ending at Liverpool Street Station. Groups can be huge for both, and one group can be nearly on top of another, but there’s always room—just show up.


Private Walks with Local Guides


Standard rates for London’s registered Blue Badge guides are about £150-165 for four hours and £240 or more for nine hours (tel. 020/7611-2545, www.guidelondon.org.uk or www.britainsbestguides.org). I know and like five fine local guides: Sean Kelleher (caters to individuals as well as small groups, tel. 020/8673-1624, mobile 07764-612-770, sean@seanlondonguide.com); Britt Lonsdale (£240/half-day, £340/day, great with families, tel. 020/7386-9907, mobile 07813-278-077, brittl@btinternet.com); Joel Reid, an imaginative guide who specializes in off-the-beaten-track London (mobile 07887-955-720, joelyreid@gmail.com); and two others who work in London when they’re not on the road leading my Britain tours: Tom Hooper (mobile 07986-048-047, tomh@ricksteves.net), and Gillian Chadwick (mobile 07889-976-598, gillychad@hotmail.co.uk). If you have a particular interest, London Walks (see earlier) has a huge selection of guides and can book you one for your exact focus (£180/half-day).


BY BIKE


London is committed to creating more bike paths, and many of its best sights can be laced together with a pleasant pedal through its parks. A bike tour is a fun way to see the sights and enjoy the city on two wheels.


London Bicycle Tour Company


Three tours covering London are offered daily from their base at Gabriel’s Wharf on the South Bank of the Thames. Sunday is the best, as there is less car traffic (Central Tour—£24, daily at 10:30, 6 miles, 3 hours, includes Westminster, Buckingham Palace, Covent Garden, and St. Paul’s; West End Tour—£24, April-Oct daily at 14:30, Nov-March daily at 12:00 as long as at least 4 people show up, 7 miles, 3 hours, includes Westminster, Buckingham Palace, Hyde Park, Soho, and Covent Garden; East Tour—£27.50, April-Oct Sat-Sun at 14:00, Nov-March Sat-Sun at 12:00, 9 miles, 3.5 hours, includes south side of the river to Tower Bridge, then The City to the East End; book ahead for off-season tours). They also rent bikes (£3.50/hour, £20/day; office open daily April-Oct 9:30-18:00, shorter hours Nov-March, west of Blackfriars Bridge on the South Bank, 1 Gabriel’s Wharf, tel. 020/7928-6838, www.londonbicycle.com).


Fat Tire Bike Tours


Nearly daily bike tours cover the highlights of downtown London, on two different itineraries (£2 discount with this book): Royal London (£22, April-Oct daily at 11:00, mid-May-mid-Sept also at 15:30, Nov-March Thu-Mon at 11:00, 7 miles, 4 hours, meet at Queensway Tube station; includes Parliament, Buckingham Palace, Hyde Park, and Trafalgar Square) and River Thames (£28, nearly daily in summer at 10:30, March-Nov Thu-Sat at 10:30, 4.5 hours, meet just outside Southwark Tube Station; includes London Eye, St. Paul’s, Tower of London, and London Bridge). Their guiding style wears its learning lightly, mixing history with humor. Reservations are easy online, and required for River Thames tours and kids’ bikes (off-season tours also available, mobile 078-8233-8779, www.fattirebiketourslondon.com). Confirm the schedule online or by phone. They also offer a range of walking tours that include a fish-and-chips dinner, a beer-tasting pub tour, and theater packages (details online or by phone).



▲▲BY CRUISE BOAT



London offers many made-for-tourist cruises, most on slow-moving, open-top boats accompanied by entertaining commentary about passing sights. Several companies offer essentially the same trip. Generally speaking, you can either do a short city center cruise by riding a boat 30 minutes from Westminster Pier to Tower Pier (particularly handy if you’re interested in visiting the Tower of London anyway), or take a longer cruise that includes a peek at the East End, riding from Westminster all the way to Greenwich (save time by taking the Tube back).


[image: Image]


Each company runs cruises daily, about twice hourly, from morning until dark; many reduce frequency off-season. Boats come and go from various docks in the city center (see sidebar). The most popular places to embark are Westminster Pier (at the base of Westminster Bridge across the street from Big Ben) and Waterloo Pier (at the London Eye, across the river).


A one-way trip within the city center costs about £10; going all the way to Greenwich costs about £2 more. Most companies charge around £3 more for a round-trip ticket, and others sell hop-on, hop-off day tickets (around £19). But I’d rather just savor one cruise, then zip home by Tube—making these return tickets not usually worthwhile.


You can buy tickets at kiosks on the docks. A Travelcard can snare you a 33 percent discount on most cruises (just show the card when you pay for the cruise); the pay-as-you-go Oyster card nets you a discount only on Thames Clippers. Because companies vary in the discounts they offer, always ask. Children and seniors generally get discounts. You can purchase drinks and scant, overpriced snacks on board. Clever budget travelers pack a picnic and munch while they cruise.


The three dominant companies are City Cruises (handy 45-minute cruise from Westminster Pier to Tower Pier; www.citycruises.com), Thames River Services (fewer stops, classic boats, friendlier and more old-fashioned feel; www.thamesriverservices.co.uk), and Circular Cruise (full cruise takes about an hour, operated by Crown River Services, www.crownrivercruise.co.uk). I’d skip the London Eye’s River Cruise from Waterloo Pier—it’s about the same price as Circular Cruise, but 20 minutes shorter. The speedy Thames Clippers (described later) are designed more for no-nonsense transport than lazy sightseeing.




Thames Boat Piers


While Westminster Pier is the most popular, it’s not the only dock in town. Consider all the options (listed from west to east, as the Thames flows—see the color maps in the front of this book).


Millbank Pier (North Bank): At the Tate Britain Museum, used primarily by the Tate Boat ferry service (express connection to Tate Modern at Bankside Pier).


Westminster Pier (North Bank): Near the base of Big Ben, offers round-trip sightseeing cruises and lots of departures in both directions (though the Thames Clippers boats don’t stop here). Nearby sights include Parliament and Westminster Abbey.


Waterloo Pier (a.k.a. London Eye Pier, South Bank): At the base of the London Eye; good, less-crowded alternative to Westminster, with many of the same cruise options (Waterloo Station is nearby).


Embankment Pier (North Bank): Near Covent Garden, Trafalgar Square, and Cleopatra’s Needle (the obelisk on the Thames). This pier is used mostly for special boat trips, such as some RIB (rigid inflatable boats) and lunch and dinner cruises.


Festival Pier (South Bank): Next to the Royal Festival Hall, just downstream from the London Eye.


Blackfriars Pier (North Bank): In The City, not far from St. Paul’s.


Bankside Pier (South Bank): Directly in front of the Tate Modern and Shakespeare’s Globe.


London Bridge Pier (a.k.a. London Bridge City Pier, South Bank): Near the HMS Belfast and the start of my Bankside Walk.


Tower Pier (North Bank): At the Tower of London, at the east edge of The City and near the East End.


St. Katharine’s Pier (North Bank): Just downstream from the Tower of London.


Canary Wharf Pier (North Bank): At the Docklands, London’s new “downtown.”


Greenwich, Kew Gardens, and Hampton Court Piers: These outer London piers might also come in handy.





For details—including prices, schedules, and exactly which piers each company uses—check their websites or look for ticket kiosks at the docks. If you’d like to compare all of your options in one spot, head to Westminster Pier, which has a row of kiosks for all of the big outfits.


Cruising Downstream, to Greenwich: Both City Cruises and Thames River Services head from Westminster Pier to Greenwich. The cruises are usually narrated by the captain, with most commentary given on the way to Greenwich. The companies’ prices are the same, though their itineraries are slightly different (Thames River Services makes only one stop en route and takes just an hour, while City Cruises makes two stops and adds about 15 minutes). The Thames Clippers boats, described later, are cheaper and faster (about 20-45 minutes to Greenwich), but have no commentary and no seating up top. To maximize both efficiency and sightseeing, I’d take a narrated cruise to Greenwich one way, and go the other way on the DLR (Docklands Light Railway), with a stop in the Docklands (Canary Wharf station; [image: Image] see The Docklands Walk chapter).


Cruising Upstream, to Kew Gardens and Hampton Court Palace: The Westminster Passenger Service Association runs Thames River Boats, which leave for Kew Gardens from Westminster Pier (£13 one-way, £20 round-trip, cash only, discounts with Travelcard, 2-4/day depending on season, 1.5 hours, boats sail April-Oct, about half the trip is narrated, www.wpsa.co.uk). Most boats continue on to Hampton Court Palace for an additional £4 (and another 1.5 hours). Because of the river current, you can save 30 minutes cruising from Hampton Court back into town (depends on the tide—ask before you commit to the boat). Romantic as these rides sound, it can be a long trip...especially upstream.


Commuting by Clipper


The sleek, 220-seat catamarans used by Thames Clippers are designed for commuters rather than sightseers. Think of the boats as express buses on the river—they zip through London every 20-30 minutes, stopping at most of the major docks en route, including Canary Wharf (Docklands) and Greenwich. They’re fast: roughly 20 minutes from Embankment to Tower, 10 more minutes to Docklands, and 10 more minutes to Greenwich. However, the boats are less pleasant for joyriding than the cruises described earlier, with no commentary and no open deck up top (the only outside access is on a crowded deck at the exhaust-choked back of the boat, where you’re jostling for space to take photos). Any one-way ride in Central London (roughly London Eye to Tower Pier) costs £7.50; a one-way ride to East London (Canary Wharf and Greenwich) is £8, and a River Roamer all-day ticket costs £17.35 (discounts with Travelcard and Oyster card, www.thamesclippers.com).


Thames Clippers also offers two express trips. The Tate Boat ferry service, which directly connects the Tate Britain (Millbank Pier) and the Tate Modern (Bankside Pier), is made for art lovers (£7.50 one-way, covered by River Roamer day ticket; buy ticket at kiosks or self-service machines before boarding or use Oyster Card; for frequency and times, see the Tate Britain and Tate Modern tour chapters or www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-boat). The O2 Express runs only on nights when there are events at the O2 arena (departs from Waterloo Pier).


Other Cruise Options


Careening at Top Speed Along the Thames: Two competing companies invite you aboard a small, 12-person, high-speed rigid inflatable boat (RIB—similar to a Zodiac) for a pricey, adrenaline-fueled tour of the city (London RIB Voyages departs Waterloo Pier, www.londonribvoyages.com; Thames RIB Experience boats depart Embankment Pier, www.thamesribexperience.com).


Away from the Thames, on Regent’s Canal: Consider exploring London’s canals by taking a cruise on historic Regent’s Canal in north London. Several companies offer trips through Regent’s Park, Little Venice, and Camden Lock Market. Check out London Waterbus Company (www.londonwaterbus.com), Jason’s Trip (www.jasons.co.uk), or the good ship Jenny Wren, which offers 1.5-hour guided canal boat cruises from Walker’s Quay in Camden Town through scenic Regent’s Park to Little Venice (£12.50; 2-3/day April-Oct, weekends only in March, Walker’s Quay, 250 Camden High Street, 3-minute walk from Tube: Camden Town; tel. 020/7485-4433, www.walkersquay.com). While in Camden Town, stop by the popular, punky Camden Lock Market to browse through trendy arts and crafts (open daily, busiest on weekends, a block from Walker’s Quay, www.camdenlockmarket.com; for more on the market, see here).


TOUR PACKAGES FOR STUDENTS


Andy Steves (Rick’s son) runs Weekend Student Adventures (WSA Europe), offering three-day and 10-day budget travel packages across Europe including accommodations, skip-the-line sightseeing, and unique local experiences. Locally guided and DIY unguided options are available for student and budget travelers in 12 of Europe’s most popular cities, including London (guided trips from €199, see www.wsaeurope.com for details).
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SIGHTS IN LONDON


London at a Glance


Central London


WESTMINSTER


Map: London


ON TRAFALGAR SQUARE


The West End and Nearby


Map: West End & Nearby


BUCKINGHAM PALACE AREA


Map: Buckingham Palace Area


North London


Map: North London


The City


ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL AND NEARBY


Map: The City, The Tower & East London


TOWER OF LONDON AND NEARBY


East London


Map: East End Walk


The South Bank


Map: The South Bank


FROM TATE MODERN TO CITY HALL


West London


HYDE PARK AND NEARBY


Map: West London


Greater London


EAST OF LONDON


WEST OF LONDON


NORTH OF LONDON


These sights are arranged by neighborhood for handy sightseeing. When you see a [image: Image] in a listing, it means the sight is covered in much more depth in a self-guided walk or self-guided tour. A [image: Image] means the walk or tour is available as a free audio tour (via my Rick Steves Audio Europe app—see here). Some walks and tours are available in both formats—take your pick.


Check www.ricksteves.com/update for any significant changes that have occurred since this book was published. For money-saving tips, see “Affording London’s Sights” on here.


“Voluntary Donations”: Some London sights automatically add a “voluntary donation” of about 10 percent to their admission fees. The prices posted and quoted in this book include the donation, though it’s perfectly fine to pay the base price without the donation. Some of London’s free museums also ask for donations as you enter, but again, it’s completely optional.


Central London


WESTMINSTER


These sights are listed in roughly geographical order from Westminster Abbey to Trafalgar Square, and are linked in the [image: Image] Westminster Walk chapter and the [image: Image] free Westminster Walk audio tour.


▲▲▲Westminster Abbey


The greatest church in the English-speaking world, Westminster Abbey is the place where England’s kings and queens have been crowned and buried since 1066. Like a stony refugee camp huddled outside St. Peter’s Pearly Gates, Westminster Abbey has many stories to tell. The steep admission includes a fine audioguide, worthwhile if you have the time and interest. To experience the church more vividly, take a live tour, or attend evensong or an organ concert.


Cost and Hours: £20, £40 family ticket (covers 2 adults and 1 child), includes cloister and audioguide; Mon-Fri 9:30-16:30, Wed until 19:00 (main church only), Sat 9:30-14:30, last entry one hour before closing, closed Sun to sightseers but open for services, guided tours available; cloister—daily 8:00-18:00; Tube: Westminster or St. James’s Park, tel. 020/7222-5152, www.westminster-abbey.org.


[image: Image]


Music: The church hosts evensong performances daily except Wednesday, when it’s spoken instead of sung (Mon-Sat at 17:00 except Sept-April Sat at 15:00, Sun year-round at 15:00). A free 30-minute organ recital is usually held on Sunday at 17:45.


[image: Image] See the Westminster Abbey Tour chapter.


▲▲Houses of Parliament (Palace of Westminster)


This Neo-Gothic icon of London, the site of the royal residence from 1042 to 1547, is now the meeting place of the legislative branch of government. Like the US Capitol in Washington, DC, the complex is open to visitors. You can gain access one of two ways. While Parliament is in session, wait in line to enter for free and watch debates in one or both of the public galleries (either the bickering House of Commons or the sleepy House of Lords). Or reserve a tour of the historic building held on Saturdays year-round, and also on weekdays during parliamentary recess (generally late July-Sept) via audioguide or organized group.


[image: Image]


Whichever you choose, your visit will include the cavernous and historic Westminster Hall, St. Stephen’s Hall, and the Central Lobby—each impressive in its own right.


Cost and Hours (Public Galleries): Free, open only when Parliament is in session; House of Commons—Oct-late July Mon 14:30-22:30, Tue-Wed 11:30-19:30, Thu 9:30-17:30; House of Lords—Oct-late July Mon-Tue 14:30-22:00, Wed 15:00-22:00, Thu 11:00-19:30; last entry depends on the debates; exact schedule at www.parliament.uk.


[image: Image]


Tours: Audioguide-£18.50, guided tour-£25.50, Saturdays year-round 9:00-16:30 and most weekdays during recess (late July-Sept), 1.5 hours. Confirm the tour schedule and book ahead online at www.parliament.uk or by calling 020/7219-4114. The ticket office also sells tour tickets, but there’s no guarantee there will be same-day spaces available (open weekdays 10:00-16:00, Sat 9:00-16:30, closed Sun, located in Portcullis House, entrance on Victoria Embankment).


Crowd-Beating Tips: For the public galleries, lines tend to be longest at the start of each session, particularly on Wednesdays; for the shortest wait, try to show up later in the afternoon (but don’t push it, as things sometimes close down early).


[image: Image] See the Houses of Parliament Tour chapter.


Nearby: Across the street from the Parliament building’s St. Stephen’s Gate, the Jewel Tower is a rare remnant of the old Palace of Westminster, used by kings until Henry VIII. The crude stone tower (1365-1366) was a guard tower in the palace wall, overlooking a moat. It contains a fine exhibit on the medieval Westminster Palace and the tower (£4.70, April-Sept daily 10:00-18:00; Oct daily 10:00-17:00; Nov-March Sat-Sun 10:00-16:00, closed Mon-Fri; tel. 020/7222-2219). Next to the tower (and free) is a quiet courtyard with picnic-friendly benches.


Big Ben, the 315-foot-high clock tower at the north end of the Palace of Westminster, is named for its 13-ton bell, Ben. The light above the clock is lit when Parliament is in session. The face of the clock is huge—you can actually see the minute hand moving. For a good view of it, walk halfway over Westminster Bridge.


▲▲▲Churchill War Rooms


This excellent sight offers a fascinating walk through the underground headquarters of the British government’s WWII fight against the Nazis in the darkest days of the Battle of Britain. It has two parts: the war rooms themselves, and a top-notch museum dedicated to the man who steered the war from here, Winston Churchill. For details on all the blood, sweat, toil, and tears, pick up the excellent, essential, and included audioguide at the entry, and dive in. Though you can buy your ticket in advance online, you may still find yourself waiting up to 30 minutes (on busy days) in the security line before entering. Allow one to two hours for this sight.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: £19 includes audioguide, daily 9:30-18:00, last entry one hour before closing; on King Charles Street, 200 yards off Whitehall, follow the signs, Tube: Westminster, tel. 020/7930-6961, www.iwm.org.uk/churchill. The museum’s gift shop is great for anyone nostalgic for the 1940s.


Cabinet War Rooms: The 27-room, heavily fortified nerve center of the British war effort was used from 1939 to 1945. Churchill’s room, the map room, and other rooms are just as they were in 1945. As you follow the one-way route, be sure to take advantage of the audioguide, which explains each room and offers first-person accounts of wartime happenings here. Be patient—it’s well worth it. While the rooms are spartan, you’ll see how British gentility survived even as the city was bombarded—posted signs informed those working underground what the weather was like outside, and a cheery notice reminded them to turn off the light switch to conserve electricity.


Churchill Museum: Don’t bypass this museum, which occupies a large hall amid the war rooms. It dissects every aspect of the man behind the famous cigar, bowler hat, and V-for-victory sign. It’s extremely well-presented and engaging, using artifacts, quotes, political cartoons, clear explanations, and interactive exhibits to bring the colorful statesman to life. You’ll get a taste of Winston’s wit, irascibility, work ethic, passion for painting, American ties, writing talents, and drinking habits. The exhibit shows Winston’s warts as well: It questions whether his party-switching was just political opportunism, examines the basis for his opposition to Indian self-rule, and reveals him to be an intense taskmaster who worked 18-hour days and was brutal to his staffers (who deeply respected him nevertheless).


A long touch-the-screen timeline lets you zero in on events in his life from birth (November 30, 1874) to his first appointment as prime minister in 1940. Many of the items on display—such as a European map divvied up in permanent marker, which Churchill brought to England from the postwar Potsdam Conference—drive home the remarkable span of history this man influenced. Imagine: Churchill began his military career riding horses in the cavalry and ended it speaking out against nuclear proliferation. It’s all the more amazing considering that, in the 1930s, the man who would become my vote for greatest statesman of the 20th century was considered a washed-up loony ranting about the growing threat of fascism.


Eating: Get your rations at the $$ Switch Room café (until 17:00, in the museum), or for a nearby pub lunch, try $$ Westminster Arms (food served downstairs, on Storey’s Gate, a couple of blocks south of the museum).


Horse Guards


The Horse Guards change daily at 11:00 (10:00 on Sun), and a colorful dismounting ceremony takes place daily at 16:00. The rest of the day, they just stand there—terrible for video cameras (at Horse Guards Parade on Whitehall, directly across from the Banqueting House, between Trafalgar Square and 10 Downing Street, Tube: Westminster, www.royal.gov.uk—search “Changing the Guard”). Buckingham Palace pageantry is canceled when it rains, but the Horse Guards change regardless of the weather.


[image: Image]


▲Banqueting House


England’s first Renaissance building (1619-1622) is still standing. Designed by Inigo Jones, built by King James I, and decorated by his son Charles I, the Banqueting House came to symbolize the Stuart kings’ “divine right” management style—the belief that God himself had anointed them to rule. The house is one of the few London landmarks spared by the 1698 fire and the only surviving part of the original Palace of Whitehall. Today it opens its doors to visitors, who enjoy a restful 10-minute audiovisual history, a 45-minute audioguide, and a look at the exquisite banqueting hall itself. As a tourist attraction, it’s basically one big room, with sumptuous ceiling paintings by Peter Paul Rubens. At Charles I’s request, these paintings drove home the doctrine of the legitimacy of the divine right of kings. Ironically, in 1649—divine right ignored—King Charles I was famously executed right here.




Winston Churchill (1874-1965)


As the 20th century dawned, 25-year-old Winston Churchill was making a name for himself in Britain. Working as a newspaper reporter embedded with British troops in South Africa, he was on a train attacked by Boers. Churchill was captured and held as a POW. Meanwhile, back home, the London papers were praising the young man’s heroism for saving fellow train passengers. After two weeks, Churchill escaped from the Boer camp—he slipped through a bathroom window, scaled a wall, walked nonchalantly through an enemy town, hopped a freight train, and was smuggled out of the country. He emerged to find himself famous.


[image: Image]


Churchill later entered politics. He first followed in his father’s (Lord Randolph Churchill) Conservative Party footsteps, but his desire for social reform drove him to switch to the Liberal Party. (He would later flip back to Conservative.) For three decades, Churchill held numerous government posts, serving as Chancellor of This, Undersecretary of That, and Minister of The Other. He earned praise for prison reform and for developing newfangled airplanes for warfare; he was criticized for the heavy-handed way he broke labor strikes and for bungling the pacification of Iraq. During World War I, he took a break from politics to personally command British troops on the Western Front.


In 1929, Churchill-the-career-bureaucrat retired from politics. He wrote books (History of the English-Speaking Peoples) and spoke out about the growing threat of fascist Germany. When World War II broke out, Prime Minister Chamberlain’s appeasement policies were discredited, and—on the day that Germany invaded the Netherlands—the king appointed Churchill prime minister. Churchill guided the nation through its darkest hour (see sidebar on here). His greatest contribution may have been his stirring radio speeches that galvanized the will of the British people.


Despite the Allies’ victory over the Nazis, Churchill lost the 1945 election. Though considered the ideal man to lead Britain during war, many believed that he and his Conservative Party colleagues were not the best choice to lead the country in peace and during rebuilding. Never one to be idle, he remained active in politics (especially in world affairs) as Leader of the Opposition. In 1946, he gave a speech at a Missouri college, which included the famous Cold War line, “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an Iron Curtain has descended across the Continent.” In 1951, Churchill was again elected prime minister and served for four years before he retired in 1955. When he died at the age of 90 in 1965, his state funeral in St. Paul’s attracted leaders from around the world. Churchill, a legend in his own time, was buried in the family plot at Bladon, a mile from Blenheim Palace, the place of his birth.





Cost and Hours: £6.60 includes audioguide, daily 10:00-17:00, may close for government functions—though it promises to stay open at least until 13:00 (call ahead for recorded info), immediately across Whitehall from the Horse Guards, Tube: Westminster, tel. 020/3166-6155, www.hrp.org.uk.


[image: Image] For a brief self-guided tour of the Banqueting House—and more details about its history—see here in the Westminster Walk. The Banqueting House is also covered on my [image: Image] free Westminster Walk audio tour.


ON TRAFALGAR SQUARE


▲▲Trafalgar Square


London’s renovated central square, the climax of most marches and demonstrations, is a thrilling place to simply hang out. Lord Nelson stands atop his 185-foot-tall fluted granite column, gazing out toward Trafalgar, where he lost his life but defeated the French fleet. Part of this 1842 memorial is made from his victims’ melted-down cannons. He’s surrounded by spraying fountains, giant lions, hordes of people, and—until recently—even more pigeons. A former London mayor decided that London’s “flying rats” were a public nuisance and evicted Trafalgar Square’s venerable seed salesmen (Tube: Charing Cross).


[image: Image]




London at a Glance


▲▲▲Westminster Abbey Britain’s finest church and the site of royal coronations and burials since 1066. Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30-16:30, Wed until 19:00, Sat 9:30-14:30, closed Sun to sightseers except for worship. See here.





▲▲▲Churchill War Rooms Underground WWII headquarters of Churchill’s war effort. Hours: Daily 9:30-18:00. See here.





▲▲▲National Gallery Remarkable collection of European paintings (1250-1900), including Leonardo, Botticelli, Velázquez, Rembrandt, Turner, Van Gogh, and the Impressionists. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, Fri until 21:00. See here.





▲▲▲British Museum The world’s greatest collection of artifacts of Western civilization, including the Rosetta Stone and the Parthenon’s Elgin Marbles. Hours: Daily 10:00-17:30, Fri until 20:30 (selected galleries only). See here.





▲▲▲British Library Fascinating collection of important literary treasures of the Western world. Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30-18:00, Tue-Thu until 20:00, Sat 9:30-17:00, Sun 11:00-17:00. See here.





▲▲▲St. Paul’s Cathedral The main cathedral of the Anglican Church, designed by Christopher Wren, with a climbable dome and daily evensong services. Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-16:30, closed Sun except for worship. See here.





▲▲▲Tower of London Historic castle, palace, and prison housing the crown jewels and a witty band of Beefeaters. Hours: Tue-Sat 9:00-17:30, Sun-Mon 10:00-17:30; Nov-Feb closes one hour earlier. See here.





▲▲▲Victoria and Albert Museum The best collection of decorative arts anywhere. Hours: Daily 10:00-17:45, Fri until 22:00 (selected galleries only). See here.





▲▲Houses of Parliament London landmark famous for Big Ben and occupied by the Houses of Lords and Commons. Hours: When Parliament is in session, generally open Mon-Thu, closed Fri-Sun and late July-Sept. Guided tours offered year-round on Sat and most weekdays during recess late July-Sept. See here.





▲▲Trafalgar Square The heart of London, where Westminster, The City, and the West End meet. Hours: Always open. See here.





▲▲National Portrait Gallery A Who’s Who of British history, featuring portraits of this nation’s most important historical figures. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, Thu-Fri until 21:00, first and second floors open Mon at 11:00. See here.





▲▲Covent Garden Vibrant people-watching zone with shops, cafés, street musicians, and an iron-and-glass arcade that once hosted a produce market. Hours: Always open. See here.





▲▲Changing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace Hour-long spectacle at Britain’s royal residence. Hours: Generally May-July daily at 11:30, Aug-April every other day. See here.





▲▲London Eye Enormous observation wheel, dominating—and offering commanding views over—London’s skyline. Hours: Daily 10:00-20:30, later in July and Aug. See here.





▲▲Imperial War Museum Exhibits examining the military history of the bloody 20th century. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00. See here.





▲▲Tate Modern Works by Monet, Matisse, Dalí, Picasso, and Warhol displayed in a converted powerhouse. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, Fri-Sat until 22:00. See here.





▲▲Shakespeare’s Globe Timbered, thatched-roofed reconstruction of the Bard’s original “wooden O.” Hours: Theater complex, museum, and actor-led tours generally daily 9:00-17:30; in summer, morning theater tours only. Plays are also staged here. See here.





▲▲Tate Britain Collection of British painting from the 16th century through modern times, including works by William Blake, the Pre-Raphaelites, and J. M. W. Turner. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00. See here.





▲▲Natural History Museum A Darwinian delight, packed with stuffed creatures, engaging exhibits, and enthralled kids. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00. See here.





▲▲Greenwich Seafaring borough just east of the city center, with Cutty Sark tea clipper, Royal Observatory, other maritime sights, and a pleasant market. Hours: Most sights open daily, typically 10:00-17:00; market closed Mon. See here.





▲Wallace Collection One of the finest private family art collections anywhere—free and open to the public—with paintings by such masters as Rembrandt, Rubens, and Velázquez. Hours: Daily 10:00-17:00. See here.





▲Courtauld Gallery Fine collection of paintings filling one wing of the Somerset House, a grand 18th-century palace. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00. See here.





[image: Image] For more on Trafalgar Square, see here in the Westminster Walk. It’s also covered on my [image: Image] free Westminster Walk audio tour.


▲▲▲National Gallery


Displaying an unsurpassed collection of European paintings from 1250 to 1900—including works by Leonardo, Botticelli, Velázquez, Rembrandt, Turner, Van Gogh, and the Impressionists—this is one of Europe’s great galleries. The collection is huge; following the route suggested in my self-guided tour will give you the best quick visit. For a more thorough tour, use the gallery’s excellent audioguide. Or pick out just one masterpiece or a handful of great artists using the gallery’s online “Short of Time” suggestions. Whatever time you spend here is worth it.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: Free, £20 suggested donation, special exhibits extra, daily 10:00-18:00, Fri until 21:00, last entry to special exhibits 45 minutes before closing; daily free guided tours available, worthwhile audioguide-£4, floor plan-£1; on Trafalgar Square, Tube: Charing Cross or Leicester Square, recorded info tel. 020/7747-2885, switchboard tel. 020/7839-3321, www.nationalgallery.org.uk. The excellent-but-pricey $$$ National Dining Rooms in the museum, is a good spot for afternoon tea (see here); the museum has cheaper eateries as well.


[image: Image] See the National Gallery Tour chapter.


▲▲National Portrait Gallery


Put off by halls of 19th-century characters who meant nothing to me, I used to call this “as interesting as someone else’s yearbook.” But a selective walk through this 500-year-long Who’s Who of British history is quick and free, and puts faces on the story of England.


Some highlights: Henry VIII and wives; portraits of the “Virgin Queen” Elizabeth I, Sir Francis Drake, and Sir Walter Raleigh; the only real-life portrait of William Shakespeare; Oliver Cromwell and Charles I with his head on; portraits by Gainsborough and Reynolds; the Romantics (William Blake, Lord Byron, William Wordsworth, and company); Queen Victoria and her era; and the present royal family, including the late Princess Diana and the current Duchess of Cambridge—Kate.


The collection is well-described, not huge, and in historical sequence, from the 16th century on the second floor to today’s royal family, usually housed on the ground floor.


Cost and Hours: Free, £5 suggested donation, special exhibits extra; daily 10:00-18:00, Thu-Fri until 21:00, first and second floors open Mon at 11:00, last entry to special exhibits one hour before closing; audioguide-£3, floor plan-£1; entry 100 yards off Trafalgar Square (around the corner from National Gallery, opposite Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields), Tube: Charing Cross or Leicester Square, tel. 020/7306-0055, recorded info tel. 020/7312-2463, www.npg.org.uk.


[image: Image] See the National Portrait Gallery Tour chapter.


▲St. Martin-in-the-Fields


The church, built in the 1720s with a Gothic spire atop a Greek-type temple, is an oasis of peace on wild and noisy Trafalgar Square. St. Martin cared for the poor. “In the fields” was where the first church stood on this spot (in the 13th century), between Westminster and The City. Stepping inside, you still feel a compassion for the needs of the people in this neighborhood—the church serves the homeless and houses a Chinese community center. The modern east window—with grillwork bent into the shape of a warped cross—was installed in 2008 to replace one damaged in World War II.


[image: Image]


A freestanding glass pavilion to the left of the church serves as the entrance to the church’s underground areas. There you’ll find the concert ticket office, a gift shop, brass-rubbing center, and the recommended support-the-church Café in the Crypt.


Cost and Hours: Free, but donations welcome; hours vary but generally Mon-Fri 8:30-13:00 & 14:00-18:00, Sat 9:30-18:00, Sun 15:30-17:00; services listed at entrance; Tube: Charing Cross, tel. 020/7766-1100, www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org.


Music: The church is famous for its concerts. Consider a free lunchtime concert (£3.50 suggested donation; Mon, Tue, and Fri at 13:00), an evening concert (£9-28, several nights a week at 19:30), or Wednesday night jazz at the Café in the Crypt (£5.50-12 at 20:00). See the church’s website for the concert schedule.



The West End and Nearby



(See "West End & Nearby" map, here.)


[image: Image] The following areas are linked (and further described) in the West End Walk chapter.


▲Piccadilly Circus


Although this square is slathered with neon billboards and tacky attractions (think of it as the Times Square of London), the surrounding streets are packed with great shopping opportunities and swimming with youth on the rampage.


[image: Image]


Nearby Shaftesbury Avenue and Leicester Square teem with fun-seekers, theaters, Chinese restaurants, and street singers. To the northeast is London’s Chinatown and, beyond that, the funky Soho neighborhood (described next). And curling to the northwest from Piccadilly Circus is genteel Regent Street, lined with exclusive shops.


▲Soho


North of Piccadilly, seedy Soho has become trendy—with many recommended restaurants—and is well worth a gawk. It’s the epicenter of London’s thriving, colorful youth scene, a fun and funky Sesame Street of urban diversity.


Soho is also London’s red light district (especially near Brewer and Berwick Streets), where “friendly models” wait in tiny rooms up dreary stairways, voluptuous con artists sell strip shows, and eager male tourists are frequently ripped off. But it’s easy to avoid trouble if you’re not looking for it. In fact, the sleazy joints share the block with respectable pubs and restaurants, and elderly couples stroll past neon signs that flash Licensed Sex Shop in Basement.


▲▲Covent Garden


The centerpiece of this boutique-ish shopping district is an iron-and-glass arcade. The “Actors’ Church” of St. Paul, the Royal Opera House, and the London Transport Museum (described next) all border the square, and theaters are nearby. The area is a people-watcher’s delight, with cigarette eaters, Punch-and-Judy acts, food that’s not good for you (or your wallet), trendy crafts, and row after row of boutique shops and market stalls. For more on this square, see here. Better Covent Garden lunch deals can be found by walking a block or two away from the eye of this touristic hurricane (check out the places north of the Tube station, along Endell and Neal Streets, and see my suggestions on here).


[image: Image]


▲London Transport Museum


This modern, well-presented museum, located right at Covent Garden, is fun for kids and thought-provoking for adults (if a bit overpriced). Whether you’re cursing or marveling at the buses and Tube, the growth of Europe’s third-biggest city (after Istanbul and Moscow) has been made possible by its public transit system. Kids enjoy picking up the “stamp card,” then punching it with old-fashioned ticket punchers at the different exhibits.


Cost and Hours: £17, ticket good for one year, kids under 18 free, Sat-Thu 10:00-18:00, Fri 11:00-18:00, last entry 45 minutes before closing; pleasant upstairs café with Covent Garden view; in southeast corner of Covent Garden courtyard, Tube: Covent Garden, switchboard tel. 020/7379-6344, recorded info tel. 020/7565-7299, www.ltmuseum.co.uk.


Visiting the Museum: After you enter, take the elevator up to the top floor...and the year 1800, when horse-drawn vehicles ruled the road. London invented the notion of a public bus traveling a set route that anyone could board without a reservation. Next, you descend to the first floor and the world’s first underground Metro system, which used steam-powered locomotives (the Circle Line, c. 1865). On the ground floor, horses and trains are replaced by motorized vehicles (cars, taxis, double-decker buses, streetcars), resulting in 20th-century congestion. How to deal with it? In 2003, car drivers in London were slapped with a congestion charge, and today, a half-billion people ride the Tube every year. Learn how city planners hope to improve efficiency with better tracks and more coverage of the expanding East End. Finally, an exhibit lets you imagine futuristic modes of transportation waiting to become real.

OEBPS/graphics/common02.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/audio.jpg
=

m»

cel

002
.mO

ROP

|





OEBPS/graphics/i-01-rslondon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/033-01-borisbikes.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/016-01-ricklondon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0x-01-england.jpg
0
e A i i m
- 0 N\ 5
e Campbeltoun = oo, erasgaw\f\ca'ﬁta"ﬁ Edinburgh X Berwick-upon-Tweed
Fartruehe gl Yy S COT LA ND  pealt - Holylsland LEGEND
Coleralng DS i Wl BAMBURGH —mn—
v N\ Jedburghe ¢ RS CASTLE ~[¥I= Freeway/Motorway
o I\ " o ———— MajorRail Line
L Ny )| o © Alnwick
[} Larn 4 S l s A Aiport
% alrnryan umfries,  [EZI i
Lough -\ ) \VZ e 5NN\ HovsESTEADS 4 National Parks
*Omagh Neagh 5 Eir I ’ W oo Natural Wonder
Belfas B FADRIANS upon-Tyne = RuinMuseum,
= = Carllole S X Fiorham o1 R = Other Point of Interest
o . h’ L] Castle/Monument/Palace
BEAMISH | ||
Keswick enrich_ MUSEUM $Durham
Bustermeree 7 % il ark; {/ |89 Klomatels’
i o
Y= COrAGS e Middlesbrough SoMies
DiSTRICT 4 W\Msrmee i S
Windermere] $¢xer. "o Whitby
A ors'y e
(Goathland

RIEVAULX
ABBEY T

o
Tmr::\ nuH«:]:- ?’ignrbnmuah K Q

cASriel " Xppry

HdWA
R\ g:;w Bridlington

\ Doncaster

BRUNABOINNE ¢ Drogheda
\Mullingar %

Llandudno Kingston-upon-Hull

Beaumarle o

=
/ Caernarfon NOWDON'Ce vov, .old\cnseur ﬂ
e
cg;k Beddgelert Ruthin /
o suowbokIA .Llnngollsn
> Efinlscorth T 8 o Skegness
Y. Blaenau
o Ffestiniog
exfor
*\ Rosslare Harbor Ghrewsbury ot Cromer
2

:/%RIDGE' i
GORGE| /| \/ ) =
. N\«

Aberystwyth ®

'Qxford

Cardigan 5
& Ely:
S
Fishguard Hayzon:Wye Sy ®
BRECON & Cambrldge
Milford BEACONS wot \5 W
-.. Hal oCarmarthen waTIONAL L Momon U/ N A
PARK Lﬂ)‘helmhﬂml R 7 pieriein iéwiad Netherlands
Pembroke *~// Gloicestere % gy, I&\ PALACE \ 14
Stansted Hnrwlch
/ 3

Tenby Swansea
ok "~ \Caerphilly, ¢

Peninsula ®

Hoek van

gped
= Colsheﬁur
Nawp 1;‘\/
FAGANG = L)
rionaL " Cardiff ;‘g

sT.

NAT
HISTORY MUSEUM A ./ \ = 'Southend 5

T > )/ Bath Sk = ¢ Southend-on-Sea &

Roscoff & EXMCDR 1 SWelle | \Westbury __Hie
Cherbourg, Clovelly, o . Y s1oE- o= > Whitstable

< 4 Barnsvaple | ruiion /) Oldetonbury ez qusa NG AT

‘rance N \ N o

vON STOUR: o ko (m-23] ER/Canterbury
Bude,) |0 HeAD Witon®2e ”Inchsster T el 2N " \M < wire curers
JnceL Okehampton Qausl,wy/ phon afules sisspailEs Ash“}dmk Dover OF DOVER
Port lsaac
Padstows * X RSET %F?&\(tgmouth ] rva::::Kve\k/ .Ry:cone»g
Bodiiin®- 8y
Newquay, DATSMIORA "m olirne- T o Hastinge
EDENPROJECT rétonhampetead rernouRNe BTG
CORNWALL o /}D Tarqua'; Weymouth  gggid “mouth KOuAN Newhaven 7 EAIF:Lston
o~ Tvybridge '\ detioline
Lo, FeTzaCE BaeHoNth! BEACHY HEAD
and’s En
PEnINSULA i 7
oo o ToGherbours, oy Taio, o Oustrenam. . 1y ieppe et 0
scilly oo i France ¥ “France’ ' France < France \\ Paris Faris Bruss\elu'
\






OEBPS/graphics/027-01-thetube.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/028-01-handybuses.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/vi-01-london_east.jpg
BLOOMSBURY'

CARTOON &%
MUSEUM 02
K3 &9°

FIELDS
‘mmw il
Sisrs n. Embank-

West-
minster

TATE
BRITAIN

o

z

¥ N £

=7 Covent "% ROYAL

2 S, OPERA

§%, G 2SR
) q %

SIR JOHN
SOANE'S

{ MUSEUM

HIGH HOLBORN.

1l

TEMPLE

S
o

&

KENNINGTON RD:
o

| Tupor 5T,

Barbican,
N i
< &
v, cNR
Rt o @
k-
El

o MUSEUM OF
v LONDON

2
82
o
‘16 F9aING MAN

BAI
CENTRE
BARBICAN

ONDON'WALL:

SHAKESPEARE

SUMNER 57

GLOBE
PARK 57

.

ND

O A
& “ENepyron?
( LKIE~TALKIE')‘:;

Liverpool

%

. Strect

® > 4!
307 MaRY Axe ©, W
= @ ("THE GHERKIN') A

CORNHILL 2 I-EA‘ENHALL IS

& LLoYD's

OF

reavenats X"
045 MARKET

© ENCHURCH =

.

00»"’ WHITE-

om————
500 Yards

Kenr. o,

Y
BERMONDSEY
Y
SIGHTS
@ Borough Market. @ Millennium Bridge
@ BFI Southbank (Cinema) D The Monument
© cityHall @ Museum of London
@ The Clink Prison Museum @ 0ld Bailey
© Courtauld Gallery @ 01d Operating Theatre
Museum & Herb Garret

© Covent Garden

@ To Geffrye Museum
© Golden Hinde Replica
© HMS Belfast.

D Houses of Parliament.
&Big Ben

@ Imperial War Museum
@ Thelnns of Court.

® Jubilee Walkway

@ Leadenhall Market

@ London Duck
(Land & Sea) Tours.

@ London Eye
@ London Transport Museum

@ Royal Courts of Justice
€D Shakespeare’s Globe

@ Sir John Soane’s Museum
@ Southwark Cathedral

@) St. Bride’s Church

@ St. Paul's Cathedral

@ The Shard
(Observation Decks)

€) Tate Modern
€ Temple Church
€ Tower Bridge
€ Tower of London








OEBPS/graphics/015-01-londonov_lo.jpg
JnoL
YoImua2.49
~o

e

A1eM

20884 24n0) Uozduwiel] R suap.ieg May oL

SWO00¥ AVYM TTIHOANHD LNIWVITAVd 40 S3SNOH
AdFTIVO LIVALH0d TYNOILYN

2AFLSNINLSEM

/NOANOT IVALNIO

WNASNA m
AYM TVINILNI

NIVM J3LSNINLSIM
AdFTTVO TYNOILYN A3ddy dALSNINLSIM

SINVE HLNOS 3HL
A1YM
3dISANYd

-\ advHs ezumaos

<L 3HL, )

A3

NOILVlS
VI40101A

X

\EEM
30VIvd

NOANO1 1s3M

NOLONISNAN
HLlNnos

»

" WN3SNIA VA

<~—WYHONDIONgG

Aded
2pARH

el

e
Suspuaes A

uoabuisuay|

2§ d3LVMSAvd

»* /711H ONILLON
NOLoNlaavd

NOANOT1 LSV3| / 9bpuques oy

M3IAIDAQ dey uopuoT

spueyooq
o . N0 oo,
40 ¥3IMOL 2
5 5
tell RECERERN 3 /
LANAVI avm 7 N1VM aN3 LSIM
ANV ALID FHL -ach
e 15 aNz 1SaM
\ ALID 3HL "
WN3sNA
ool HSILIdg x
6 uENOILYLS 133315 T004¥IAIT
S o Advadil
- - - T IINdVA SaT314TVLIdS prAfrh
L

Haed
Sausboy

NOANOT1THL13ON

abuayauoirg
pyieg —»
“uospuip oL

2N L
— 1

[ we—
d232W0Iy L

A

sdep 10143819

SAEM - -,

sanoj 4ybig/wnasny =

34X3] U] paqliosag
seauy Buiges g buidas|g x










OEBPS/graphics/026-01-ricktube.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/017-01-gtrlon_lo.jpg
Greater Lo d HAMPSTEAD. é';?,t‘&i‘,i To Cambridge &
HEATH tansted Alrport

To

Leavesden (Harry Potter QUEEN
Studlos), Luton Airport CAMDEN LOCK EgILZYAMBPEI'léH
ROYALm & Regents Park w MARKET P
AIR FORCE See denil'r‘mps
MUSEUM covering thisarea o\ Ly e LONDON
LONDON CITY
Hyde SQUARE AIRPORT
Park ST.PAUL'S | DOCKLANDS
WER OF ¥ X
PIER
To Heathrow Alrport, BUERINGUAM
eW/ndgoé,a(:;’(fnrd PALACE
BIG BEN

WESTMINSTER CANARY Greenwich

FIER WHARF

ONISLE
OF DOGS
Kew
BRIXTON =
Gardens BEIXTON
ﬁl WIMBLEDON (
. Y
Gatwick
HAMPTON Alrpors 5 Kilometers
COURT e — |

PALACE 5 Miles






OEBPS/graphics/056-01-piccadilly.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/046-01-london_lo.jpg
aoraep (oprsony o § A uodblug yonoq osuiedsnog uosdus x woporquin o
wornigel e (b anine st Jany
A o ngoies | ‘ssodiy pomseg oL 7 - (ewor)
] > 3 wopuet
Soroen 1 I S A
/8 o o
: B\ V3S13HO 2 R\ &1anoo
% 9 HLFanwv1 auont o £ Saxva
N o Seen i)
2 2 s 6 25 =
% 2 W% 7 Noioisnas 2 @
IO %
g g\ s vonsa 19 E
R 5 = u 4 on O
WozSAN 3V 1 N £ & Ga T
N o s a 3 4° o
4omuo2sd ROBLIVA Y 1IN ¥ O T wnasaw || NOLONISNEN
Spueitoeg o, NG HLAGS [ Dnviionona soow®/s paEGVE | o
L oo VI40191A a0y
»\3,35 e e
a0ania |k ..s: o015 Soome .
2oy | s o s g
Hoanen 39019 a 20v1ve
swiiiztme S Mroiousias ot
N33d0N Hed guerfoo: P
oph uoa0UIoU Y
be aazS 10 . Ave Gl 16 o ey ers)
s amor HIVAAV oo
Y swanmion ] uﬂ_an AN % \e BT
v AN % ° \% % osisesyo
| ety ainvianos =" j;so...o,m % \& FERTC SNILION
yory adutio £ 2 \z
wsoavzia .5 e g [ 33v0e % & Lo vd sanm
o 33 aalsaon e sinsy A\ fowis oon
P opors TS0 3van 35 oty o onfasios
o w9 w02t " i
A el ALDEHL | iovg an@m Lsam Nowrmorm > ol nontanny
<~ ana @0 o v TR S s
Nnog10w 2 [ A
s 403108 S nag W %\ viAo¥ZLId o S (o)
et frms oo\ NEOFIOM | i@ o g N
sctiiviies  / orean | "Wadenm xfaswoota’ a2 awvanian %,
¢ e i B st 2o <
- iy G st 2 s S0, FIVAVAIVIN
= s N S e
WSt < N 7 R
o 3 5
56 % Nwee A\ Mg 8 Hied et 2,
P 2O oauoba e %
%> o N 8§ :
TN o0z "
SR &\ .
= L 3 8\ Soov
z 5 &/ 8 A\
3 5
8 % i3 s/ 3 2 JOOMIS.NHO LS
2E ) 3 TN
3z & Tl rrmsatos WY\ W, \
3 &/ oty it |\ useon prodsdiiey noboeio N \
& s iokog s nsipsued of__ " soriu 1001 2 | s
< eavAnigaze s~ vopura ol b o uopuo’






OEBPS/graphics/001-01-londonopener.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0x-01a-england.jpg
0
¥ To

cianT's Isle To N\,
cAuszA‘v Camppetzoun Arran s o /. Glasgow ‘-Carﬁtalrﬁ Edinburgh
Portrushe og i ; e\ S C 0>'RL AND
4ralne 8 \n P S
A\ 4
v N jedburgh'® ¢
g W A 9,5
® \ 7
L, Larn A il o &
Lough -\ ) /a'wya" Rumfriee, (D) HOUSESTEADS
*Omagh Neagh D Stranraer B\
Belfast
Keswick W
Buttermeree | % Ullswater

DOVE caYrAGE.Amblcsldé
oisthicr 47 Wildermero,

Dundalk o 44,
REP. OF Windermieré™5C2e1;
IRELAND =l

BRUNABOINNE ¢ Drogheda
\Mullingar %

Lancaster

Llandudno

Beaumarle o

Holyhead

W = NS
I’
To Caernarfonkl \5NOWDON petye-y, d\Chsaur E N
o

Corkyao Boddgelers® ) * thhin/ N \Crewe

o L= asyowbonia .L)nngollsn \/Scoke
.Ennlscnrch HARLECH W PARK R
Y. Blaenau i
. Ffestiniog \
e Telford

*\ Rosslare Harbor Ghrewsbury ey

Aberystwyth ®

Cardigan
o
. B
Fishguard Hay-on-Wye i
BRECON
il e Carmacanon SEACONS Rl
By i helcsnhaml
Pembroke *~/ AENE }Sgescer o
Tenby Swansea i LaSh
Caerphill /
GonaramdiN\C2erP S, ol
Peninsula

STEAGANGw I
NATIONAL ° Cardiff
HISTORY MUSEUM

%
¥
et
Bath
*Wells | \Westbury
¢ Y srofe-

g To 1
" Roscoff s exmoonk (),
Clovelly, 3 /
Cherbourg, 3 :
e Baistaple Gldstonbury SroNE
VON STOUR S Skom
pudsy) [0F HEAD_Wilton® 5]
el O ——
Padetone’s”. _chagtord, EXetert——Resis I ABBAS \ et
Bodmin® el chectors 200
Newguay, - *BoveyTracey N
ORNWA Ll EPENPRUECT Morétonhampstead \ iEoiine
< e—2 [ iotainy] Weymouty Mivez
PENWITH
e Daremouth
hend - cnd o ; GLENDURGAN GARDEN :
ST. TREBAH To ¥
Islesof i cileis  GARDEN Roscoff, To Cherbourg,

scilly OO Fess France






OEBPS/graphics/viii-01a-londontube_2016.jpg
2= Harrow &

Canons Park Colindale East Finchley

Queensbury

Hendon Central’ Highgate

Archway

Gospel Oak

Hampstead
Heath

2 Wembley Central (&) Willesden Green  Finchley Road
Stonebridge Park &Frognal_ Town
Harlesden Brondesbury
Willesden Junction Fark West Hampstead = >
Finchley Road Fcamden Town
Kilb. South L viss Cotase Morni
2 um  Sou 2 tornington
O Queen's Park ISR amestead s:. John's Wood omington s

St. Pancras

Edgware
Road

Bayswater

Lancaster
Gate

Bond

Notting
Street.

Hill Gate

Queensway  Marble
Arch

High Street
Kensington

Shepherd's

Leicester
Bush Market Hansien

Square

Goldhawk Road

Parsons Green Southwark

Imperial Wharf
@&

Lambeth

Putney Bridge Lambe

O Interchange stations y Vauxhall = &

@ step-free access from street to train

(@) Step-free access from street to platform  Clapham
Junction (3)

{0 Etephant &
Castle =

' Services toffrom some stations are subject

tovariation. Kennington

Please search ‘TFL stations' for fulldetails. Clapham High Street
Caledonian Road

Station closed temporarly from Spring 2016.

Holland Park Clapham Common

Station closed from Saturday 2 January B Brixton=

until eary August 2016.

Paddington 2 Balham
Bakerloo line trains will not stop at this station Tooting Bec,
from Saturday 2 April until early August 2016. Tooting Broadway,
Tufnell Park

Station closed until mid-March 2016.

MAYOR OF LONDON






OEBPS/graphics/045-01-wstminster.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/056-02-coventgarden2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/024-01-oystercard2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/music2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/music1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/9781631214462.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/045-02-parliament2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/030-01-keybus_lo.jpg
[p1e2g 03 30N

A

s3ujoq
snuWIz]

BGL# e

v L#

LAd#

o#
eC#
vZ#
(o4
SL#

Li#
6#
(L EDER

394139

[L43#][GL#

NOANO1
40 33moL

.
vl /o
usain \®

l1omiaquien o ®

°

.
)
.
.
.

A1LsVIo %
ANVH4313

)

ic.con

6G1#
weyzeaiag oL

34019 NOLVLS * & ®
S.3AYIA4SIVHS 007A3LYM,
N¥3dOW .0
=
1
P
a AMITIVO
T anvinog
//\
@ S
Ty, S—
sanvd
ey LAS#
N3aAY9
1N3A0D
-
-
NOILYLS == -
Advadil
133ls HSILRNg m
10043341
9CH#| 1
puod
woadep o1 |

Adgay
AILSNIN
-1S3M

vl

gC#|

wouios weyde|) o) Z
A 2] AKempeoig
" O0OITWId weyjng o
NIVLRE | NOILYLS

$@HIV0D VIN0LIIA

NOILYLS (NIV3iL) Wnasnw
o VINOLOIA Laagiy »
\ o VIA0L01A
=
HMEd oy e  MANMOD
s.souer YVd FAAH NOLONISNIN
a5 A\, (sa0%3vH) 133315
. \ 39014dSLHOINY HOIH
wied -\ TIVH

L¥3g1V
VNS 20V1Vd
L AVOTVAVL ° o NOLONISNZY
. -
5 suspiro
Lnodlo  ® G oHIAY uoabursuzy
./ S@laTiiavoold g1V
ot X~ LRGN BN )
avo N wi./ﬂu@ . ¥ilvmsAvd  TIH
siole N ONILLON
wvrinaLLo® S mvyou_u
/| > ax04x0 — ®
s , lais .-...] 1723
@ | (@aNv1Lod N3ivd
< WnasnW - ¢ IEEL) ANMN0ELEIM
Hollig @
\ ' Sjaed
DIVNOS sausboy
Noisna |
NMOL @
N3AWYD yaeay

V| [v2#) peossduey o1
1

@ece@eccce

6#
yajus
~dguuieH

U

Saeg
pPuejoH

ysng
s pasydoyg
oL






OEBPS/graphics/029-01-blackcab.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/044-01-sightsopener.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/vi-01b-london_east.jpg
. s CHisg;
B”,'ék ev_g,\—\ !VELL ST
S

s
<%
S BA
SO G Y
||
| BARBICAN
MUSEUM OF
LONDON' . —
ONDON' WALL TRevo % e
@ o Lo, .
|| S ooy,
ANGEL S ALy
£ s
2
st Phdy s
Paul N S
T. THE CITY 4’ S g

& g
307 MaRY Axe ©, 0\
@ ("THE GHERKIN") gliaagy

3 | &
" © CORNHILL & LEADENHALL ST, 6% WHITE-
(10> S Bank 5 uoyp's . _CHAREL
= wansion 2 Vg S LoNBoN J8 B§
B Hovee. &, g, & LEADENHALL JB8 B
e © %, O, haeker ¢ 2 %
CrORIA 57 warsigyMWowe, g & Fecpures P . 4 &
[ore— o6 BoEENCHURGH, = 2 '
TH, ‘Cannon IR 3 2 ©
Mg o, 22 Street ™ & !
K Monument g MONUMENT ¥ 5

MA& sr.

0, ALL

Weg 7, HALLOWS
i

Es)

SUMNER 51 London 70,
ke,
SIDE >

S
UThag ST,

BERMONDSEY
SIGHTS
@ Borough Market. @ Millennium Bridge
@ BFI Southbank (Cinema) D The Monument
© cityHall @ Museum of London
@ The Clink Prison Museum @ 0ld Bailey
© Courtauld Gallery @ 01d Operating Theatre
useum & Herb Garref
@ Covent Garden Mugeun 6 Herb Garrev
@ To Geffrye Museum @ Royal Courts of Justice
© Golden Hinde Replica 2 Shakespeare's Globe
500 Meters © HMS Belfast @ Sir John Soane’s Museum
500 Yards @ Houses of Parliament @ Southwark Cathedral
Ney, &Big Ben @) St. Bride’s Church
) G T— @ Imperial War Museum @ St. Paul's Cathedral
5\ @ Thelnns of Court. @ The Shard
Y :
N ® Jubilee Walkuay (Observation Decks)
W e\, @ Leadenhall Market @ Tate Modern
8 o Phey ) ® London Duck € Temple Church
3 (Land & Sea) Tours. € Tower Bridge
% 6 @ London Eye € Tower of London
e @ London Transport Museum






OEBPS/graphics/055-01-stmartin.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/head.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/048-01-cabwarrooms.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/vi-01a-london_east.jpg
Farringdon

BLOOMSBURY'
GROSS.5T.

0

BRITISH %5
MUSEUM\ o 7,
5O
Chancery
Lane

B0ANE'S  HI

>

S

> & %

O SIR JOHN

S 0‘@0 2 GH HOLBORN
O & VUsEUM

ST,

s1.
CLEVENT'
DANES
N CH
» ST. MARY-
LE-5TRAND

MONMoury

% \Gurden
%
3

B m‘id —
ackfriars =
Station Y

e
HALL. MKT. o
o

y
SOMERSET Temple BLACKFRIARS
PIER

|
i

ST. MARTIN-IN-
THE-FIELDS

jar. Charing
Trafalgar £l

S9uare Ltanion. Enbant.
D) ment. EMBANKMENT R
PIER, U ROYAL

ECLIEL]
SuYINANOYIE

%

Nogp,
Hippg s S =
By U, FESTIVAL queen | THE
Ao, \.waJ PIER ELZABETH
PRSI AL
o~ FESTIVAL
N IMAX

£
MBANKg,,

EYI =3

o

=

3

IS

G WATERLOO . &

- = S/ WATERLOO
STATION

CENOTAPH

LONDOI s} & Waterloa =
& -
PIER 4 &

£

FORMER
| couNTY

Hest . WESTMINSTER
e B 4

2
2 minster
<]

] NIGHTINGALE
.\ MUSEUM

2 HOUSES OF
7 IPARLIAMENT

S
i
|

3 {
Patiament {T) o1 BEN FLORENCE

S
o

KENNINGTON RD:






OEBPS/graphics/011-01-ricksig1.jpg
R [





OEBPS/graphics/viii-01b-londontube_2016.jpg
Road

Highbury &
Islington =

Woodford (&)

South Woodford Fairlop
Barkingside
Newbury Park

Redbridge

Snaresbrook

Watthamstow
@) Central

Walthamstow (]
Queen's Road ~ ¢

Wanstead  Gants
Hill

Leyton
Midland Road

Leytonstone
\\_ High Road

Leytonstone
Wanstead

=stratford LeYton
ClaPton | ernational

Hackney  Hackney
Central Wick

Pudding
Mill Lane

Bow Bromley-

Borough

2= Queens Road
Peckham

2= Peckham Rye

Correct at time of going to print

Monument Towc Yy

& Road "by-mow
I

©) star Lane

Canning
Town ~ Royal
Victoria

Blackwall East
India

West India

O
Emirates

Greenwich
Peninsula
South Guay )
i
Crossharbour )
i
Surrey Quays | Mudchute@)
i
Istand Gardens )
i, ==
@) Cutty sark
P for Mariime Greenwich &
e © Greenwich =
ross Gate
New ross D Deptfora Bridge
Brockley @ Euverson Road
Honor Oak Park O Lewisham==
Bakerloo Metropolitan  ——— DLR
Central Noitheii ———— Emirates Air Line
Circle London Overground
District Plecadilly AL Rail
Hammersmith & City Victoria District
Jubilee Waterloo & City B Pl oldags
Reg. user No. 16/2969/P Version B 01.2016 ©Transport for London

UNDERGROUND

TRANSPORT
FOR LONDON

EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS






OEBPS/graphics/common02a.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/002-01-universal_legend_gb.jpg
Map Legend

s i i Prehistoric (

L. Viewpoint W Sight ) Tultmel

4 Entrance ® TaxiStand <~ Railway

t) Tourist Info —g+— Tram m - Mtn, Rail

Restroom ® BusStop e Ferry/Boat

Route

W Castle,Manor House B Parking @ Airport
Church © Tube Stairs

o Statue/Point Pedestrian Walk/Tour
of Interest Zone - cctce- Route

v Pub Faik Trail






OEBPS/graphics/iv-01b-london_west.jpg
To
Brltlsi:\

® National Portrait.
Gallery

@ speakers' Corner

Library &
St. Pancras,

BLOOMSBURY

. Euston & King ’ v
e @ t. Martin-in-the-Fields | 727" Staions BRITISH
Science Museums @ Tate Britain o2
® Ficcadilly Circus g""f"@af“»“”’e £ %ﬁ‘%& £
Victoria & Albert. L %
Royal Mews ) % o
0
® Westminster Abbey ees \EWOXFO® 0»,0
,mﬁ’,ﬂe, 9%
S & T
% Sy, Mo G
S R _enEs| G )
% | € A0
N 8 oo 4] % o
o N\
el Y
2B 46 X%
‘g}- %& § Covent
o\ 4 oven
ANSW % Garden
: N R I & 9
& o (23 CHINATOWN ¥ S
% W 058 Lelgesten 305 2
& g GWF o0\ lelbesten o0 o5
SOTHEBY'S $ P et uare g,
% & P Al 4%z, GAR
AUCTION % & & W By
HOUSE. § & s L o
# e S ey
PICCADILLY & o Leicester Z RN
o pigezatly () Square = s
'?,a ROYAL Cireus @ E :v
& N 0, %y NATIONILEZA O
2 KQF 47 GALLERY \ Z' /
Ves B B D (Chiring
% & ) ) Cross
o MAYFAIR oo %, % Tafalgar
o S e @ Square 2
Green g K EN Kb Rt Y
ety Fark % CHRISTIE'S . ) CER L,
s ADMIRALTY N
: AP ARCH 2 qeet
ST o 3 wice
3
MARLBOROUGH T
2 HorsEGUarp b
z =
=
e =
£
H
(] 8
OWNING gENO“PNE
KING CHARLES S pst- g
ST minster ©

2DCAGEWALK
) GUARDS

o

s, WELHRGTON _ @ «MUSEUM ST.MARGARET'S -
<. .. HOUSES OF
q%mucns R ERpce s T
Cbidy, St.amess WESTMINSTER ) ")
Cap,  Park A ABBEY |
2z & g‘? WESTM TER
s
i ' n
L 3 Dean's JEWEL
| S GREATPETERST.
& S 3 Smith
2 < 2 E Square
\ WESTMINSTER. > 1
< S CATHEDRAL < | sT.JOHNS
VICTORIA HORSEFERRY:
STATION © ko tvoer,
ATy %'M - PAGE ST, e
. :
victoria & A C"L‘x"
COACH & /o> i
STATION 0 7 VINCENT ST
/& b
CH
9 5
BRI
< %y MILLBANK
& & PIER
3 >y
$
$ =

D
BEN

5 O






OEBPS/graphics/054-01-natgalext.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/049-01-horseguards2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/xiii-01-title_lo.jpg
BRITISH
LIBRARY

] &\ ZADN, BRITISH

904
) Ik Museum
BUCKINGHAM ‘
ZACACE E
KENSINGTON s ﬁTRAFALGAR

GARDENS NATL.GALL. || * 5QUARE F o1 paULS

PICCADILLY

TOWER OF
LONDON

TOWER
BRIDGE






OEBPS/graphics/028-02-bybus.jpg
oskwood © ot
i Coutsdon Nea
o ord ne
Okt Kent Rosd Cans Bridge_ 53, N381
£
= N
usox s
oningtan =

Oxford Circus &

Palmers Green %

o
Peckham 17
o, 55
iss
aar
P oA 175
s
PemsWood® a7
Pimlico Grosvenor Road )
[T T

umstesd = 53
e — oy






OEBPS/graphics/iv-01-london_west.jpg
To Marylebone ¥
Searion LEGEND SIGHTS To X
HARROWRD: | ===+ Railline P — - p#S West Londo
pudssilinfiindyiien | @ 12 0wringStret: @ Curchill WarRooms: @ NationalPorteatt @) Spaskers’ Comer Revs R 7
p - . Pancras, %, B}
(| AHAREE® Popular Shopping Area o ij,'ﬁgg’lﬁ‘mmm) © Covent Garden a Gallary @ St. Martin-in-the-Fields | Euston &King's %~ S
e PedestionPath =4 Hotsa Gisiids (D Natural History & = o Cross Stalons .+ % (BRITISH
& o iy © Banqueting House O+ , Selence Musoums @ Tate Britain S agdtord s, MUSEUM
i nderground/Tube Stati e @ Houses of Pari a o e C
= 2 e Station | @) British Museum fouses of Parlament, @ Piccadily Circus @ Trafalgar Square S Gwl\ o
PADDINGTON ==/ Toain Station =S Wi p ® Victor T %% %
STATION W ot © Buckingham Palace () Leicester Square @ Royal Albert Hall D) Victoria & Albert R 2H D
(IRAlNe o J of Interest &Queen’s Gallery @n (@ Royal Mews Museumn 75 2% A useum
=Y 1) A . @ National Gall 7 W . %
Y lf? D Touristinformation © Changing of the Guard lery @ Westminster Abbey % P =
b 4‘13 4 Tottenham™> (g OXF
Paddiggton G To Wallace x CourtRoad
4«;\& & Cwect/on & Bond < 2 g; S
) fadame %
% 1 Street B % 7 “enes
& Y5 o oeST Tussauds e L - e TR WNUEY - 9 B
SELFRI ircus % A quare oenvar | %
{9 <o s WOFS e IDGES Gireus XA < oL 1%
BAYSWATER ES \ Jroh % 8550009 s\ Tawa & 5
&, o OXFORD ST < s, % Hanover e PSS AW B8 z 2
Gy i MARBLE z 2 o o, S Square <, o s, A B 5
5 3 o ARGHPY =z & 2 % 9 %, 208 ¢ AR 559 Sz Covent
R 2 3 S S, 3 () 4, P AR %
S~ Lancaster Z: %, A & G S D B % SOHO X £  F\e Garden
2.6t GeOR eRL AND GAT = 33 e S & ¢ & W R
SNRER RD: . CARRIA SPEAKERS' g (T S & ® L % 5.9 CHINATOWN e
BA(O CORNER G @ X %, w055 Lolgester 3908 22" @)
00¥ et S0THEBY'S $ S, e NP et N\ Giare |32 ¢ coven
500 Meters R o Square AUCTION 27 9% SN ¢ 9 S o
N US EMBASSY. HOUSE T o & LY % T
500 Yards A0k 2" % & & o 3 :o\"
50 .
G % o § o Leltester FE 4
S E o
o @ Square = %
ot ? ROYAL G R
( Hyde 35N ACADEMY - Y 13 N :g
> OFARTS _ 8V % . NATIONAL® = O <&
g G0 o” % B OALEEY [12) W &
Park 2 29 rotmons LOMEs & B VEq) gicn
g h. o) 0 MAYFAIR MASON (19" N Gross
Nentinion 5 ol N .9 Trafalga & st
< Palace R Green @ St.James’s &, Square S 4
%, % REONST Park Y % cmisties A\ g, |
Kensington % HoTEL S5 % > e T Ry,
Gardens & S & < ] Nwﬂ:‘c’f
n ¢ o %, Z o
SERPENTINE < BANDSTAND v . WARLBOROUGH Y 2
GALLERY &  DIANA tJ 9 e o - HorsE @)% norscliros &
& FOUNTAN oo o GCreen g W S GUARDS™ = || € Lol
S € < 3 w
& ROTTEN RoW a1 @ o Park tcasres % priRave Es
sz : = ¢ O H
(EMORIAL WELLINGTO! 4 '
5 5. CARRIAGE OR. ) — Keen QUEEN B JAMES'S x comils cegrmns
o8 & -
KENSINGTON RD. R Hyde Park o BN CONSTITUTION HILL pinomal Park A H <
3 il vy ornar % EM.ORIAL ING CHARLES B Wpst- &
- : By NicHoLS 5 BUCKINGHAM Du 7 it
AL E o gy W AW/ Ty ) e oot
o) W rrncescore B 3 L z 3 & 2 Falace ’ %”EQ‘,‘;TEL"S BIROCAC EORGE ST BRIDGE o1,
CONSORT g S & cartzat 3 X Gardens. S = ) GUARDS i PG
% 2 2 > P <@ (private) O < WELLNGTON MUSEUM BEN
z © Belgrave . . - ST. MARG, g
z s HARRODS. 3 e %y, BARRAGKS PETTY FRANCE ARETS | Houses OF
st 3 . D) PARLIAWENT
COUECERDS ONTTon N WES;MINSTER )
scENGEL R ORATORY 9 BBEY L1014
MUSEUM G| VICTORIA WESTMINSTER
C o &ALBERT = 3 s ‘ -
Naturar (@) | MUSEUM oot ST S iR ¢ B {iPean JEWEL
HISTORY. ) e 8 2 TOWER
MUSEUM J (. 3 S e % S GREAT PETERST. z
@ 2z z o z -
CROMWERLROAD o gy £\ B z al % smith =
S S\ 8 BELGRAVIA G| squareS
e e E E [ HEs
outh e z »
Kengingtong (O™ K] -4 G | oTvons
Q HORSEFERRY Rp.
(O PELHAM o1, 2, ‘ BHgem
o, VICTORIA PAGE 5T, e
%, onstow Sloane COACH
%, Square
oGl & Soane Square SEATION R VINCENT OT.
& 4 & £ quare £ o
o 4 ¢ B 2 5
o ¢? 5 % 9 9/ TATE
Te ° et S
SOUTH S Mationat & % & 5 a7ERITAN LR
KENSINGTON crELN Ay 8 & NG g & e
Museum \ %, S PIMLICO 5 Y
A g W
S






OEBPS/graphics/051-01-trafalgarsquare.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/iv-01a-london_west.jpg
To Marylebone ¥ LEGEND SIGHTS
Station —
HARROWRD. | ===~ Railline © 10DowningStrest @ Churchill War Rooms
-Friendly A =
Pedestrian-Friendly Area o Al tovse @ Covort Garden
WHARERY Popular Shopping Area (Wellington Museum) © Horse Guards
Zo Fedceman P ) BanquetingHouse () 1ougeq of Parliament
b S Undergound/Tube Sation | @) pritigh Museum " &BigBen
PADDINGTON B Teinstation © Buckingham Palace @ Leicester Square
5 9 (11 q
STATION ® Point of Interest & Queen’s Gallery @ National Gallery
HEATHROW) 4 Tourist Information @ Changing of the Guard
4 & To Wallace
o T, T
& 5 !
%5 Collection&
e % o Madame
AN o ot €9 Tussauds
& %, oﬁz‘@ cmm,uc“ ‘N\GMQKM,,)/‘ SELFRIDGES
)~ 4 = K3 drch
% %D & 2
BAYSWATER 5 — OXFO - 2
& 3 <, ARCHPY 5 z .
i ] e
S Lancaster % - Beg) AND GATE o 5
Z.0Gite ARRIAGE ®! SPEAKERS' g (T =
S ERED NG CORNER ™ 2 o Grosvenor
BAYS . £r00%, o Square
500 Meters wef! voeherssY
500 Yards e
Uidand
(F ) Hyde
Park
o
Kensington
< Palace
Kensington
©
Q
Gl rde-n 50 BANDSTAND
SERPENTINE S G =
GALLERY
‘}’ FOUNTAIN ROSE APSLEY
Q) ROTTEN ROW GARDEN  house @)
&
ALBERT WELLINGTON
MEMORIAL ARCH
L] L GATEBRIDCF Hyde Park g BN
KENSINGTON RD. O arvey Corner &S
3 )| NICHOLS - &
ROYAL s & Knightsbridge T ANy /1
ALBERT HALL . B s ih : = & .
PRINCE PRINCESCORSR & Weapita CHR &
CONSORT 1 5 g HosE G 7 Belgrave o
RD. | z S SN
| 3 HARRODS 3 Square
g
eriAL 2 9 >
e, § s
e LB g ORATORY Ca o
MUSEUM © VICTORIA %y,
| & ALBERT o o1 S
naturaL (D) MUSEUM A R
HISTORY ) 3% 4
MUSEUM. = BROMPTON i WS
S8 7 BELGRAVIA
2
3
o Sloane.
¥ Sloane Square. © &
e Square £, s e
4 4 ’ an % Y 4
® & & 2 ¥ %, &
' BB N 4
SOUTH National | W4 p 4=
my (S 7 W
KENSINGTON CHELSEA ™ (il \ % W






OEBPS/graphics/040-01-citycruises.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0x-01b-england.jpg
MUSEUM ‘Durhzm

SHIR|
nuss‘

RIEVAULX LEOS
ABBEY T

AoRTH YO

»
Thirel
) e

CASTLEH %

HWAR\ A

.Wa?wla

woLDs
eMoretori

Oxford

Kl

”“France

N
i NG

o Berwick-upon-Tweed

o Holy Island

Beal
\ il BAMBURGH
Ry S CASTLE
© Alnwick
Newcastle-
Y \upon-Tyne
7
Q,
seamis | |

Stalthes
4 Grosmont.
o Whitby

1
A fGoathiand
Hutzon-

1 Middlesbrough

EDEN
CAMP.

|_2Nork

\ Doncaster

)\

Sl [

o Sﬁratfor - -Norbhzmpton\\

ooy

SPick ®scarborough

Bridlington

Kingston-upon-Hull

*Grimeby

/Skzgnzﬁs
4

#King's

V%; N

smmd

Colsheaur

\—\\ Whitstable

LEGEND

Freeway/Motorway
Major Rail Line
Airport

National Park/
Natural Wonder

Ruin, Museum,
Other Point of Interest

o Castle/Monument/Palace
50 Kilometers
[ v

50Miles.

Cromer

elpswich
Harwich

< WHITE CLIFFS

OBIS,_—+Ramogate
A@/Cantzrbury

i5t-halo, “ToOuistreham, . T; Digppe,

France

SISSINGHURST,  Aohiford
ol

CARDEN:
Battle ™

PEVENSEY @ Rye
o W_~°Hastinge

Alfriston

\ Eastbourne
BEACHY HEAD.

X France

-"Dover OF boVER

Great °
 Yarmouth

To "y
Amsterdam,
Netherlands

To
Hoek van






OEBPS/graphics/010-01-templocal_lon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/013-01-orientopener.jpg
Hiif

| [ oxForo ci
-

I
|
Y

i

RCUS STATIO!
L)

N
I

=

=l






OEBPS/graphics/viii-01-londontube_2016.jpg
Harringay Woodford (&)
= Harrow & foodford
Wealdstone Canons Park Colindale’ East Finchley Tumpike Laneo| ~ Sreen Hisigy)
Queensbu ' s South Woodford Fairlop
Kenton I, Hendon Central Highgate Crouch SriabiceK Barkingside
== Harrow- Preston () Kingsbury Hil, Newbury Park
on-the-Hill Road Brent Cross Archway
O ) 4D Walthamstow Redbridge
Northwick Golders Green Hampstead  GosPel Oak i ol y
Park Neasden o e ) Watthamston @) 1 Wanstead  Gants
I Dol Hill Queen'sRoad "3 Midland Road Leytonstone
North Wembley . L Wanstead Mord
== Wembley Central &) Wilesden Green  Finchiy Rond ol il
™ K
i | srondesh g TN Betsize Park —t—]—Q anor e
jarlesden. rondesbury 3 = Stratford LeVton )
Willesden Junction | Park West Hampstead = Chalk Farm Clapton | ermational
) - 3
KensalRise  Brondesbury Finchley Road Fcamden Town Hackney  Hackney M
Kensal Green south Swiss Cottage i Carinl, o Wik 2 ,’I,
i urn o fornington, B stratford =
/ Queen's Park yigh Road Hampetead st. John's Wood mington, . BESH) stratfor
/ - * St. Pancras Woodgrange
/| Kitbur Park = Edgware Great o
/ v Paddington  Road  Marylebone %= Baker P Eoston (B0 sutora
jarwick Avenue reet reet
Q 77— ennarcrisn o 7 Barking

Royal Oak_ /—(:)

Westbourne Park "

" Bethnal  Mile
Green  End

Shoreditch =
L vy Bow Bromley-

Road by-Bow

Euston
Square

Russell,
Square

East  White

Nottir Lancaster Bond
Acton  City i

HillGate ~ Gate  Street

Queensway  Marble

Arch
Canning

Town  Royal

High Street

Kensington
Shepherd's Leicester Mansion Victoria
Bush Market = Square
Kenginaton| Blackwall East
Goldnawk Rosd| < Olympia) Knightsbridge sk Y =2 Emirates
Barons Gloucester 7 P Westindia
Hammersmith @  Court 5
_8-— s 3 O
Ravenscourt West south Victoria mbankment <
Park Kensington Kensington @R / Nortn  Emirates
= Heron Quays @) Greenwich  Sreenwich
2= West Brompton ) teron Quays & & Peninsula
Waterloo &0 South Guay &)
\ -x Crossharbour ()
Futham Broadway (&) Pimlico rossharbour @
Mudchute )

Parsons Green
Island Gardens )

_Imperial Wharf &
Putney Bridge )
River Thames
Vauxhall = & oty sark o
i jauxhal M jich
O Interchange stations \ & [ Etephant & S r Maritime Greenwic!
© step-free access from street to train | Castle= Peckham it Greenwich =
= Wandsworth lew ()
(@) step-free access from street to platform  Clapham &) Road Cross Gate & Deptford Bridge
Junction (3)
" . Brockley (&
T Services toftrom some stations are subject S—— = Peckham Rye rockley @) Elverson Road
to variation. Honor Oak Park (&) Lewisham ==
Please search ‘TfL stations' for full detals. Clapham High Street
Caledonian Road b ——— Bakerloo ——— Metropolitan  ——— DLR
Station closed temporarily from Spring 2016. Clapham North Emi Ll
Ciin P e e - @ ——— Central —— Northern ~— Emirates Air Line
Station closed from Saturday 2 January i i ® Brixton= e Circle Piccadill London Overground
until earty August 2016. *Ps:u':‘ ol e District. —_— V. ——— THLRail
Paddington am, ——— Victoria District
Bakerloo ine trains will not stop at this station Tooting Bec, Hammersmith & Clty open weskends sndon
from Saturday 2 April unti eary August 2016. Teoting Broatusy, e Jubllee Waterloo & City Some publc holdays
fleuchindd Correct at time of going to print Reg. user No. 16/2969/p Version B 01.2016 ©Transport for London

Station closed until mid-March 2016

TRANSPORT
MAYOR OF LONDON ISV FOR LONDON

EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS






OEBPS/graphics/050-01-churchill.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/014-01-lonneigh_lo.jpg
don’s Neighborhoods

The Tube’s Regsngs NORTH LONDON
C. I L. Park:
ircle Line

BRITISH

MUSEUM

[/ BAYSWATER
NOTTING BLOOMSBURY

EAST
SOHO
HILL Hyde - END
Atk TRAFALGAR
MAYFAIR £y o
KNIGHTSBRIDGE
WEST

CENTRAL

BELGRAVIA .

LONDON eimico  FONPON ST. PAUL'S
SOUTH

WEST-
KENSINGTON

MINSTER

BIG BEN SOUTH BANK
CHELSEA

T 7
LONDON the Docklands
2.5 EYE

To Greenwich

Not to Scale






OEBPS/graphics/xii-01-guardfull.jpg





