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      When Charm became queen of Karisma, the wise and beautiful Silversmith made her a precious gift. It was a bracelet. On it were fastened thirteen silver amulets, which the Silversmith called ‘charms’, in honour of the new queen.
      

      
      It was part of Karisma law. Whenever there was a new ruler the Silversmith made a special gift, to help them care for the world they had inherited. And this time it was a bracelet. She told Queen Charm it was magical because the charms held the power to control the forces of nature and keep everything in balance. She must take the greatest care of them. As long as she, and she alone, had possession of the charms all would be well.

      
      And so it was, until the bracelet was stolen by a spider, and fell into the hands of Zorgan, the magician. Then there was chaos!
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      “Oooo! What will Queen Charm say?” gasped Ozina, the queen’s maid. “Dork’s in trouble.” She was taking Charm her breakfast in bed. On the breakfast tray was the morning paper, and a headline splashed across the front page had caught Ozina’s eye.
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      “Phew!” said Ozina, when she’d finished reading. “Her Majesty won’t like this.” She neatly folded the paper and tapped on the bedroom door.

“Come in,” called Charm.

Ozina found the queen wide-awake and sitting up in bed. She’d had a restless night. Ever since her charm bracelet had been stolen, things had been going wrong: the Silver Pool had almost dried up, unseasonably bad weather had caused floods, crops were ruined, and strong winds had prevented Golden Ringlet butterflies migrating north to pollinate the clover. How she longed to have her bracelet back, to set things right!
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“Good morning, Your Majesty,” said Ozina, placing the tray on the bedspread. “Tissam,* toast and, er . . . your paper.”

“Thank you,” said Charm. She was always pleased to see Ozina, who’d been her loyal maid for many years. While Ozina busied herself drawing back the curtains, Charm opened The Chronicle . . .

“Hushish!”* * she exclaimed. She jabbed the front page with her finger. “I wonder who’s given this story to the paper?”


“I haven’t a clue, ma’am,” said Ozina truthfully. For once even she was behind with the gossip!

Charm took a sip of tissam to calm herself.

“Things are bad enough without having to worry about eavesdroppers!” she said.
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The Silversmith was shocked to read the headlines, too.

Poor Sesame! she thought, as she rushed to the palace to see Charm. My suspicions about Morbrecia were right! I knew she’d be involved in this, and not for the good of Karisma either.

She found Charm pacing the floor, looking upset.

“Morbrecia deliberately misled Dork about Sesame,” said the Silversmith. “She told him some twisted story and convinced him Sesame was a thief!”

“I’m afraid so,” said Charm. “Luckily, Sesame has managed to find some of the charms before my sister. But what happens if Morbrecia finds the others first?”

“Sesame has your bracelet and five charms,” the Silversmith reminded her.
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“Of course!” said Charm. “Sesame has the heart, horseshoe, shell, cat and butterfly. Is it possible she’ll find the others, too?”

“Sesame, and maybe her friends, will return soon,”  the  Silversmith  reassured  her. “They’re all Charmseekers, but Sesame is special. She has the rare gift of the Seeker. Even if Morbrecia and Zorgan try to make trouble, Sesame won’t give up, no matter what!”
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Returning to her workshop, the Silversmith looks at the thirteen magic candles; eight glowing beacons remain burning. She closes her eyes, snaps her fingers click! And at once she’s in a trance.
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She holds Sesame in her thoughts, conjures her face and the jewellery box she placed in the Outworld, so many moons ago. Ah, yes! There’s the bracelet and the five magical charms, safe in her Charmseeker’s care. Softly she begins to sing The Song of Charms, and her sweet voice echoes across time and space, like a thousand tinkling bells . . .
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Thirteen charms on a silver band,
United hold our world in hand.
May this gift for good Queen Charm,
Keep Karisma safe from harm.
One and all beware the day
Charms and bracelet break away.
Together they must always stay.
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