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DEDICATION


This book is dedicated to parents and teachers who want to pass on to children the joy of reading and shared laughter.




[image: images]


INTRODUCTION


If you have ever read poetry to children, you know that there are a few poems they beg you to read over and over again. If you had a book of those favorite gems, you could keep your children enthralled for hours without once turning on the TV.


Unfortunately, there isn’t an abundance of “read it again, please” poems. While researching this book, I read more than 300 poetry books that contained over 20,000 children’s poems, and I did not find very many.


To find poems that kids love, I asked 10 elementary-school teachers in Minnesota to read poems to their students and have the children grade each poem with an A, B, C, or D. Altogether, more than 300 kids rated over 500 of the best poems I could find in order to choose the ones that we ultimately published.


You don’t have to wait for a rainy day to read these poems to your children—they won’t let you wait that long! Once you’ve read them a few poems, they’ll be hooked. And you’ll be hooked, too, because your kids will think you are very, very funny, and (for a change) they won’t be laughing at you, they’ll be laughing with you.
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I’m Glad I’m Me



I don’t understand why everyone stares


When I take off my clothes and dance down the stairs.
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Or when I stick carrots in both of my ears,


Then dye my hair green and go shopping at Sears.


I just love to dress up and do goofy things.


If I were an angel, I’d tie-dye my wings!


Why can’t folks accept me the way that I am?
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So what if I’m different and don’t act like them?


I’m not going to change and be someone I’m not.


I like who I am, and I’m all that I’ve got!


Phil Bolsta





Clatter



If I should list my favorite words,


They’d sound a lot like this:


Rumble, crash, snort, jangle, thump,


Roar, fizzle, splat, moo, hiss.


Not to mention gobble, clang,


Tweet, sputter, ticktock, growl;


Crackle, chirp, boom, whistle, wheeze,


Squawk, jingle, quack, thud, howl.
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Then of course there’s grunt, toot, cuckoo,


Thunder, bang, pop, mush,


Rattle, splash, rip, ding-dong, and . . .


My parents’ favorite—Hush!


Joyce Armor





Today I Had a Rotten Day



Today I had a rotten day


as I was coming in from play.

OEBPS/images/f0002-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/sign.jpg
puee Jout





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
Kids Pick
the
Funniest
Poems

Selected by
Bruce Lansky

llustrated by
Stephen Carpenter

Meadowbrook Press
distributed by Simon & Schuster
New York












OEBPS/images/ded.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0001-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0003-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781476768502.jpg
Hlustrated be 7

St . Edited by
Cargeﬁ?er Biliaz Lainsiky

“The King of Giggle Poetry”





OEBPS/images/f00ix-01.jpg





