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For Mum, who can still remember the


old steam train that ran along the line


between Gryffe Crescent and Morar


Drive, and the trouble her boys got into


later playing on the disused line!
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FOREWORD


Even in the twenty-first century, rail travel fascinates actual and would-be travellers, and there’s still a whiff of romance and adventure about it too – certainly for intrepid passengers on the 13:50 to Vladivostok, if not for commuters on a delayed 17:23 to Peckham. It has always fascinated me, and it was a love of trains and travel which led to my first solo overseas trip at the tender age of 13, to the exasperation of my parents – even if that was merely a day return from London to the Isle of Wight. It led me to join British Rail as a graduate entrant, where I saw rail operations at the sharp end as Station Manager for Charing Cross and London Bridge, and later experienced the political angle working at the Department for Transport. In 2007 I gave up the day job to concentrate on what started as a hobby but which is now my full-time occupation: running the train travel website ‘The Man in Seat 61’, helping people take the train in Europe and worldwide, and so recapture that sense of adventure and romance away from soulless flights or dreary motorways. So if there’s anyone who feels the lure of the rails, it’s me!


When you start reading Trains: A Miscellany, you’ll doubtless feel it too – if you don’t already, of course. Ray Hamilton takes you on a breathtaking canter across this whole intriguing subject, sketching the highlights (and sometimes lowlights) of railways and train travel across 150 years of operation and dozens of countries worldwide, from famous trains and iconic stations to historical anecdotes and classic railway quotes.


It’s a journey in itself – an ideal read the next time you settle into a comfortable window seat, hear the brakes gently hiss off, and listen for that clickety-clack to start…


 


Mark Smith


The Man in Seat 61


(www.seat61.com)




INTRODUCTION




The introduction of so powerful an agent as steam to a carriage on wheels will make a great change in the situation of man.


Thomas Jefferson, 1802





We all remember the excitement of first seeing trains as children, and many of us were lucky enough to have train sets of our own, whether the wooden ones that have to be pushed around the track or the more sophisticated ones that seemingly travel on metal rails of their own accord, sounding and looking for all the world like the real thing. Trains also cropped up frequently in our children’s books and TV programmes. Not knowing as a child who Thomas the Tank Engine is compares with not knowing that ice cream exists as a foodstuff. Sooner or later comes the exhilaration of getting on an actual train and chattering excitedly about everything that could be seen from the window. (‘Look, a sheep!’)


But then something even more amazing happens. In the years that follow, we discover that the joy and excitement of travelling by train doesn’t disappear after we have tired of squealing at the sight of a sheep, cow or car. We discover the possibilities of rail travel and the destinations on offer to us. Other towns and cities in our own country suddenly don’t seem nearly so far away, and nothing can be more foreign than the first train journey we experience in a different country altogether. The shapes and colours of the trains are different abroad, and the sights, sounds and smells of the journey are ones we have never before experienced. ‘This is the life,’ we think. And it is.


In my early twenties I ‘did Europe’ on an InterRail pass with a friend. We had planned to take in as many countries as possible in a month but loitered too long on the French Riviera before travelling the length of Italy. So we managed only two countries (or four if you include the principalities of Monaco and San Marino), but we absorbed them in a way that would not be possible travelling by any other means. The combination of carefree journeys and anticipated destinations offered by rail travel has always been hard to beat.


I have been lucky enough since then to travel further afield by rail, including a journey on the overnight sleeper from Jaisalmer in Rajasthan’s Thar Desert to New Delhi (when Indian families without two rupees to rub together insisted on sharing their home-cooked pakoras and bhajis with my wife and me), a tiffin lunch on the heritage British-built North Borneo Railway (on which pith-helmeted waiters only ever stopped smiling for the more serious business of having their photographs taken with us), and a trip from Adelaide to Melbourne on Australia’s Great Southern Rail. In Mumbai we jumped on to local trains for a couple of stops just to experience the colourful sea of saris and happy, smiling faces that could not have contrasted more with those of glum, grey commuters into London if they tried.


I have dipped into the past on a number of other heritage railways, such as the vintage diesel Conway Scenic Railroad in New Hampshire, the Strathspey Steam Railway in the Scottish Highlands and the Golden Arrow Pullman experience of the Bluebell Railway in Sussex, and I have ridden the bang-up-to-date present on the Skytrains of Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur. The fact is, you have to travel to some pretty remote places to be far from an opportunity to jump on your next train.


Whether you yearn for the romantic age of the steam engine, thrill at the speeds reached by today’s superfast trains, dream of travelling on the world’s great long-distance rail journeys, or yearn to take the narrow-gauge ‘Toy Train’ up to the tea plantations of Darjeeling, this book offers you a whistle-stop tour of all that is fun and interesting about the intriguing story and ongoing excitement of train travel.


So hop on board, sit back and enjoy the ride!




GETTING HISTORY ON TRACK




The time will come when people will travel in stages moved by steam engines, from one city to another, almost as fast as birds fly, 15 or 20 miles in an hour.


Oliver Evans, 1812





While the genius of British inventors and engineers may have kick-started the Industrial Revolution in the nineteenth century, their American counterparts were not exactly slouching around either. Oliver Evans was one such genius on the other side of ‘the pond’, and he was spot on when he prophesied that steam-powered engines would one day travel as fast as 20 mph, though he understandably failed to foresee the further advances that would allow people to travel on futuristic trains at over 250 mph in our own century. This chapter provides a potted history of the pioneers and events that have brought us to a time when we can gallop across whole countries on trains that levitate at bewildering speed over electromagnetic tracks. Oliver Evans may have been somewhat surprised to see us doing so without so much as holding on to our hats.


PRE-LOCOMOTIVE TIMES
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There are records dating back to around 600 BC of wheeled vehicles being pulled by humans and/or animals along rudimentary tracks for the purpose of transporting goods or even to haul large boats across land from one body of water to another. It would take another 2,400 years for mankind to figure out how to harness steam to generate locomotion, but in the meantime they devised other methods of transportation, most notably the horse and carriage combination and widespread networks of canals.


Industry also experimented with and improved upon the rail systems they used to haul goods by hand or horse, so wooden rails had been replaced with iron ones, and flanges (either on the rails or on the carriage wheels) prevented the carriages from leaving the tracks.


By 1775, however, Scottish inventor James Watt had created a steam-powered mechanical engine that could turn a wheel, and the writing was on the wall for horses and barges alike.


STEAMING AHEAD IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY


By the turn of the nineteenth century, the Industrial Revolution was in full flow and there was a pressing demand for a better and faster way to move manufactured goods around. Britain, as we shall see, was soon leading the way with a solution, but the rest of the world (and the USA in particular) wouldn’t be far behind:


1804: The world’s first self-powered railway journey took place when Cornishman Richard Trevithick built the first steam locomotive and used it to haul carriages at Penydarren iron works in Wales at 5 mph. It proved too heavy to be of practical use.
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1812: Englishman Matthew Murray built the steam locomotive Salamanca and ran it successfully to haul coal along the narrow-gauge, rack-and-pinion Middleton Railway in West Yorkshire. The railway had been built in 1758 for horse-drawn carriages and remains the world’s oldest operational heritage railway to this day.
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1813: The Puffing Billy, built by William Hedley, was used to haul coal wagons by steam and friction along regular rails in Northumberland, England. It proved so reliable that it continued in use for a staggering 50 years. The oldest locomotive still in existence, it remains a magnificent sight at the Science Museum in London.
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1825: The Stockton and Darlington Railway was opened in north-east England to transport coal, enabled by wrought-iron track (which was much stronger than the cast iron previously used) and hauled by locomotives engineered by Englishman George Stephenson and his son Robert, including the famous Locomotion No. 1, which remains preserved at the Darlington Railway Centre and Museum.
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1829: Robert Stephenson’s Rocket, which had evolved from Locomotion No. 1, won the locomotive trials that were held at Rainhill near Liverpool to find the locomotive best suited to operate on the under-construction Liverpool to Manchester Railway. The victorious Rocket became the template for most steam engines for the next 150 years.
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1830: The first regular passenger service in Britain commenced upon George Stephenson’s completion of the Liverpool to Manchester Railway, the same year that the pioneering Baltimore and Ohio Railroad carried its first passengers in the USA.




MR TURNER AND MR STEPHENSON


In many ways, George Stephenson was the J. M. W. Turner of the engineering world. As contemporary geniuses born on the wrong side of the tracks, they each had to overcome the ridicule of their respective establishments to make their way in the world. Turner fought the art establishment and won. Stephenson, an illiterate self-educated maverick from Newcastle upon Tyne, was initially laughed out of the House of Commons after trying to persuade Members about the merits of his hare-brained railway schemes. After he started to conquer valleys, rivers and peat bogs with his engineering prowess, however, they stopped laughing and started investing.







TRAGIC START


At the gala opening of the Liverpool to Manchester Railway in 1830, William Huskisson, the Member of Parliament for Liverpool, stepped down from his train to go and speak to the Duke of Wellington, only to fall onto the adjacent track just in time to be run over by Robert Stephenson’s Rocket. He bled to death from his injuries.





1832: English civil engineer Charles Fox, who went on to become a stalwart of George Stephenson’s railway-building empire, invented the railway switch, or points, which allowed trains to run freely when diverting from one track to another.




EARLY EXAMPLES OF SIDERODROMOPHOBIA


Siderodromophobia is the medical term for a fear of trains, from the Greek sidero (iron), dromo (racecourse) and phobia (fear). But that condition is surely nothing compared with the fear of the unknown that many people felt when the first iron monsters appeared in the nineteenth century. Here are some of the most common fears that prevailed during the early years:


 


[image: ] As it won’t be possible to breathe travelling at 30 mph or more, it is bound to result in collapsed lungs and ribcages.


[image: ] The human eye will be damaged having to adjust to such constant motion.


[image: ] Cows grazing in fields near passing trains will produce stale milk.


[image: ] The smoke will blacken the fleeces of sheep.


[image: ] Poor people from the country will travel on trains to the cities and pick rich people’s pockets when they get there.





1833: The English engineering genius Isambard Kingdom Brunel was appointed chief engineer of the Great Western Railway (GWR) at the age of just 27. Within eight years the line from London to Bristol would become one of the wonders of the world, incorporating numerous engineering firsts, and Brunel would go on to revolutionise the infrastructure of travel around the world.
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1834: The Dublin and Kingston Railway was inaugurated in Ireland, and is widely believed to have provided the first dedicated commuter service in the world, because its primary purpose was to transport men between their homes in Dublin and their workplace at the docks. It was built by the indomitable William Dargan, Ireland’s answer to Brunel, and now forms part of the Dublin Area Rapid Transit (DART) system.
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1835: Belgium led the way in Continental Europe when it opened a commercial railway from Brussels to Mechelen. Germany’s first commercial railway was opened in Bavaria later that same year, running from Nuremberg to Fürth.




RIP THEIR FLESH OFF!


They took rail-passenger behaviour seriously in nineteenth-century Ireland, with jail sentences handed out for even minor offences. One 9-year-old child was sent to jail for annoying other passengers while playing with some marbles. If that scale of justice were to be applied to present-day rail travel, passengers who scream into mobile phones with their mouths full of half-chewed burger would presumably be sentenced to have their flesh ripped off by rabid dogs. Just saying.







HOW DOES THIS THING WORK?


Germany’s first locomotive, Der Adler (The Eagle), was delivered in 1835 from the Robert Stephenson locomotive works in Newcastle upon Tyne complete with a driver, because Germany didn’t yet have a driver of its own. This was true of many of the early locomotives exported from Britain. If you didn’t have any trains, you couldn’t learn to drive them!





1836: London’s first railway station opened at London Bridge.
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1839: George Bradshaw’s publishing company in Manchester produced the first ever compilation of railway timetables. The timetables and associated travel guides that bore his name would become the rail traveller’s bible and remain in print until 1961.


[image: ]


1840: The Great Western Railway adopted ‘London Time’ (GMT) across its network (Bristol, for example, was in fact 14 minutes behind London at the time), to help people avoid missing trains and to reduce the likelihood of accidents caused by the different timetables in use around the country. A standard railway time was soon adopted throughout Britain and the rest of the world gradually followed suit.
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1843: Queen Victoria made the first of her many train journeys. The railways allowed her to meet a lot more of her subjects and more easily to visit her favourite residences at Balmoral in the Scottish Highlands and Osborne House on the Isle of Wight.




DEAD CHEAP RAIL TRAVEL


The legal and illegal bodysnatching trades received a bit of a boost upon the arrival of the railways, as getting bodies to medical schools and university hospitals was a much quicker procedure by train, and cadavers were therefore much fresher. In Victorian Britain, it was perfectly legal to buy dead paupers from alehouses, dead lunatics from asylums, and executed murderers from the state, before loading the day’s haul into the ‘dead carriage’ at the back of the train. So-called resurrectionists practised a less legal trade, digging up bodies within hours of them being buried, hence the derivation of the term ‘holding a wake’, coined by mourning relatives as they sat by their loved one’s grave until the loved one in question was stale enough to be automatically refused a train ticket.







I LOVES A GOOD MURDER, I DOES!


In Victorian Britain, people had an insatiable appetite for the macabre, often travelling long distances by train to visit the site of a particularly gruesome murder. When railway companies started to run special excursions so that they could also witness the ensuing public hanging, tickets sold like hot cakes. Executions were often arranged on market days, so that those visiting the town by train would be able to fit in a bit of shopping on the way back from the hanging to the railway station.





1844: Lower-class travellers in Britain were originally priced as, and pretty much treated as, freight. The ‘Gladstone Act’ of 1844 required that third- and fourth-class carriages should at least be covered so that passengers were not showered in hot coals during the journey.


1846: The first Crampton locomotives were built with low-slung boilers and huge driving wheels, based on the design of English engineer Thomas Russell Crampton, and reached speeds of 75 mph.




PRENDRE LE CRAMPTON


Crampton locomotives proved so popular in France that the term prendre le Crampton remained synonymous with catching an express train long after the locomotives themselves had disappeared from service. One of the original locomotives has been preserved in the Cité du Train, the world’s largest railway museum, at Mulhouse.





1848: William Henry Smith opened the first railway bookstall and news stand at London Euston Station. WHSmith stores grace many railway stations to this day.


RAILWAY MANIA


Following the commercial success of the Liverpool to Manchester Railway and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in 1830, there followed a mad rush to make fortunes from the ‘rapid’ transportation of people and freight. In the decades that followed, locomotive design improved exponentially through the trial and error of different components and wheel arrangements. Tracks were laid like mad around Britain, Europe, America and, not surprisingly, throughout the British Empire. Such a fast-growing worldwide network must have been akin to a solid World Wide Web for the Industrial Revolution, changing the world forever in a short space of time.


We are all told nowadays that travel broadens the mind as well as the horizon, but imagine living through a time when millions of people around the world got to see the sea for the first time in their lives. It must have been all they talked about when they returned to their homes and workplaces. Here are just a few of the other momentous changes that took place in the middle of the nineteenth century:


 


[image: ] Towns and cities grew like Topsy, as entire rural communities arrived by train in search of work.


[image: ] Goods could be transported to markets and to ports with unprecedented speed.


[image: ] Newspapers and mail could be read across the land on the day of publication or composition, and international news not much later. Communication was here to stay.


[image: ] Holidays at the seaside or in the country, or even abroad, became a reality for millions of people. As well as being exciting, this was also hugely educational if you’d never been further than your feet or horse could carry you.


[image: ] Shopping expeditions could be made to towns and cities, and you could easily get your purchases home that same day.


[image: ] The arts became accessible to millions of people for the first time, as museums, art galleries and theatres became suddenly reachable as a day trip.


[image: ] Women became less reliant on men to travel just about anywhere (even if, in Victorian Britain, guidebooks felt the need to advise women to place pins in their mouths to avoid unwanted kisses when going through railway tunnels).


[image: ] Countries were able to establish closer national identities by bringing together the often disparate states and communities that had existed hitherto.


[image: ] Sport finally reached the masses. Football, rugby and cricket leagues grew as teams and supporters travelled by train to away matches, sporting heroes turned up to play in the provinces, and railway stations were built alongside sporting venues like racecourses and golf courses.


 


Even those who didn’t travel much on the trains of the nineteenth century would have been grateful for them and/or fascinated by them. Trains brought business that would never have otherwise materialised, and those who got rich quick included hoteliers, newspaper publishers, postcard and souvenir makers, and English hop growers, not least because railway workers were paid partially in beer. Trains were often purpose-built to carry specific goods, and here are just a few of the products that trains allowed many people to see for the first time in their lives:
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1. These were ripened on the move with steam pumped from the locomotive.


2. The sight and smell would have been a new experience to the millions who had never been to a seaside. The advent of the railways created the modern trawling industry and made fish affordable.


3. These could now be delivered straight to racecourses, whereas previously horses could only race in their local area.


4. These were for the construction of houses, hotels, factories and ships.


5. Many of these became global phenomena once they could be transported to seaports and beyond. They included foodstuffs as diverse as haggis, Eccles cakes, Pontefract liquorice and Cornish pasties from the British Isles, the inhabitants of which were able to sample exotic foreign foodstuffs in return.


6. The well-to-do travelled with vast amounts of clothing and equipment and servants to allow them the best possible preparation for the Scottish grouse moor, the Mediterranean bathing resort or the Alpine ski slope to which they were heading.





1851: The line between Moscow and St Petersburg was completed in Tsarist Russia.
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1852: The British Raj opened its first stretch of railway in India, inaugurating the Great Indian Peninsula Railway with 25 miles of track from Bombay (now Mumbai) to Thana (now Thane) in the state of Maharashtra.

OEBPS/images/arrow1.jpg





OEBPS/images/13-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/line.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
(o

TRAINS






OEBPS/images/arrow.jpg





OEBPS/images/30-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
( '

TRAINS

A MISCELLANY






