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      INTRODUCTION

      
      
      ‘Britain, Britain …’

      
      … as the introduction to a popular TV comedy series goes. I have been compiling the annual Top 10 of Everything for 20 years. In that and related books (Top 10s of Music, Sport and Film and Top 10 for Men)there is inevitably a fair crop of British lists, but this is the first time I have attempted to bring them together under
         one roof, as well as introduce a range of subjects that would probably never find a home in Top 10 of Everything. In Top 10 of Everything I have rigidly adhered to a rule I set for myself at the start, which was to ensure that every list in the book was quantifiable
         in one way or another (biggest, fastest, richest, or whatever) - if you can’t measure it, it doesn’t go in. In the derived
         books I am less strict about this, and so I have included numerous British lists of 10 that neatly encapsulate a theme, where
         ranking them is either impossible or serves no purpose.
      

      
      
      ‘Green and pleasant land’

      
      Much of what follows rejoices in our landscape and tourist attractions, the country’s stately homes, its hill figures and
         mazes, towers and churches, that very British structure the seaside pier and the phenomenon of the steam railway, many of
         which have been preserved by enthusiastic volunteers. As well as the first railways, Britain gave the world everything from
         Christmas cards to the stamps to post them. Few other countries would offer such historical depth and range of subjects: alongside
         the milestones, from Magna Carta to the Spanish Armada, the Norman Conquest to the Battle of Britain, this book features events
         that occurred on Friday the 13th, British ghost towns, freak weather and our passion for time capsules, the English ‘Season’
         and Women’s Institutes. It is a country in which we encounter schools and universities dating back to the medieval period,
         companies founded over 300 years ago and bygone professions - most of which you wouldn’t have wished to have follow. Its past
         also has a dark side that figures prominently: bloody battles, highwaymen, robbers, spies, unsolved murders and executions,
         along with its myths and legends, such as the Knights of the Round Table, as well as historical (and sometimes hysterical)
         epitaphs. There is an inevitable patriotic bias, and I make no apology for including lists relating to great British songs,
         Victoria Cross winners and national heroes from Shakespeare to Churchill.
      

      
      
      
      ‘English eccentrics’

      
      The title of a 1933 book by Edith Sitwell (herself no slouch in the English eccentric stakes) is apposite for many of the
         lists you will find in these pages: exotic folk customs, curious laws, weird words, silly names, bizarre books, peculiar museums,
         haunted houses and crazed End of the World prophets are among many categories that show Britain at its oddest. In conducting
         my research I have made such quirkily serendipitous discoveries as that the Museum of Dog Collars prohibits dogs, it is illegal
         to die in the Houses of Parliament, Florence Nightingale’s pet owl has been preserved, Jane Austen mentioned baseball in Northanger Abbey,while I have tracked the transient life of Water Raleigh’s head, found that 95 per cent of all British racehorses have DNA
         from 18th-century champion Eclipse and that Dickens’s Bleak House originally had the less snappy title of Tom-All-Alone’s Factory that Got into Chancery and Never Got Out.Should you get peckish along the way, you can feast on lists of traditional dishes from the Bedfordshire clanger to Stargazy
         pie, our favourite cheeses, sandwiches, snacks and biscuits, visit the foremost Michelin-starred restaurants and the longest-named
         pubs and consider the banquet at which guests who said ‘I could eat a horse’ had their wishes fulfilled.
      

      
      
      ‘The British are coming!’

      
      … bellowed Colin Welland as he picked up his Oscar (for writing Chariots of Fire)at the 1982 Academy Awards, and indeed there is plenty to celebrate in British film-making in lists featuring James Bond, Carry On and other British films, actors and directors, as well as British TV sitcoms, Monty Python, Blue Peter,our successes (and failures) at the Eurovision Song Contest and Christmas singles, not to mention the Top 10 singles banned
         by the BBC. Film and music lists are, incidentally, unless otherwise stated, ranked according to global box office earn­ings
         (or rental income for early releases) or sales, although precise figures, such as for record sales and those of duty free
         goods, are commercially confidential.
      

      
      
      United Kingdom?

      
      With apologies for this somewhat pedantic excursion, the terms ‘Britain’, ‘British’ and ‘Briton’ are used throughout to refer
         to people, places and events in Britain or the United Kingdom, or its components, England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
         as appropriate. The term ‘Great Britain’ was occasionally used from about 1603, and the Kingdom of Great Britain formed on
         1 May 1707 when the kingdoms of England and Scotland were merged. On 1 January 1801, Ireland was included to form the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. After Irish independence (6 December 1922), the name continued
         to be used until 12 April 1927, when it became United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland - which is the name that
         is used today, the wording that, for example, appears on a British passport (and repeated in Welsh and Gaelic). Although,
         since 1975, the terms ‘Britain’ and ‘British’ have been legally regarded as referring to the United Kingdom and its inhabitants,
         in the Internet Age the top-level domain for the country was established as .uk, not .gb. Conversely, while Great Britain
         is a geographical area comprising England, Wales and Scotland, but excluding Northern Ireland, the official International
         Olympic Committee abbreviation for Great Britain and Northern Ireland was established in 1908 as ‘GBR’ - at the 2008 Beijing
         Olympics popularly known as ‘Team GB’ - so in the sports section you will find entries variously referring to GB, GBR and
         the UK, all of which denote athletes from Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
      

      
      
      Source material

      
      Aside from my own reference library, I gather my data from a diverse range of official organizations, commercial companies
         and research bodies, specialized publications and a number of experts around the world, to all of whom I offer my warmest
         thanks (see page 304 for a full list of credits).
      

      
      Please send me any comments or corrections and ideas for lists to the official Top 10 site - www.top10ofeverything.com or to my website www.RussellAsh.com.
      

      
      Russell Ash

   

      
      WHAT 
MAKES 
BRITAIN?

      
      
       

      HIGHEST MOUNTAINS
in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Mountain
            
            	Height
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Ben Nevis, Highland
            
            	1,344 m (4,408 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Ben Macdhui, Moray
            
            	1,309 m (4,296 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Braeriach, Aberdeenshire/Highland
            
            	1,296 m (4,252 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Cairn Toul, Aberdeenshire
            
            	1,293 m (4,241 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Cairn Gorm, Moray/Highland
            
            	1,245 m (4,084 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Aonach Beag, Highland
            
            	1,236 m (4,054 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Cairn Mor Dearg, Highland
            
            	1,223 m (4,012 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Aonach Mor, Highland
            
            	1,219 m (3,999 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Ben Lawers, Perth and Kinross
            
            	1,214 m (3,984 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Beinn a’ Bhuird, Aberdeenshire
            
            	1,196 m (3,924 ft)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      All 10 of the UK’s tallest mountains are in Scotland. The tallest in England, Wales and Northern Ireland respectively are:

      
      • England: Scafell Pike (977 m/3,206 ft),
• Wales: Snowdon (1,085 m/3,560 ft)
• Northern Ireland: Slieve Donard (852 m/2,795 ft)

      
      There are 284 mountains in Scotland over 914 m (3,000 ft). They are known as Munros after Sir Hugh Thomas Munro, who catalogued
         them in 1891. Enthusiastic mountaineers compete to climb as many of them as possible during their climbing careers.
      

 

      
      
      
      LONGEST RIVERS
in the Uk

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	River
            
            	Length
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Severn
            
            	354 km (220 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Thames
            
            	346 km (215 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Trent
            
            	297 km (185 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Great Ouse
            
            	230 km (143 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Wye
            
            	215 km (135 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Ure/Ouse, Yorkshire
            
            	208 km (129 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Tay
            
            	188 km (117 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Clyde
            
            	176 km (109 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Spey
            
            	172 km (107 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Tweed
            
            	156 km (97 miles)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      During their courses, some rivers change their names: for example, Trent/Humber, Thames/Isis.

       


      
      
      LARGEST LAKES in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Lake
            
            	Area
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Lough Neagh, Northern Ireland
            
            	381.74 sq km (147.39 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Lower Lough Erne,
            
            	105.08 sq km (40.57 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	
            
            	Northern Ireland
            
            	
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Loch Lomond, Scotland
            
            	71.12 sq km (27.46 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Loch Ness, Scotland
            
            	56.64 sq km (21.87 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Upper Lough Erne,
            
            	42.99 sq km (16.6 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	
            
            	Northern Ireland
            
            	
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Loch Awe, Scotland
            
            	38.72 sq km (14.95 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Loch Maree, Scotland
            
            	28.49 sq km (11 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Loch Morar, Scotland
            
            	26.68 sq km (10.3 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Loch Tay, Scotland
            
            	26.39 sq km (10.19 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Loch Shin, Scotland
            
            	22.53 sq km (8.7 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      The largest lake in England is Windermere at 14.74 sq km (5.69 sq miles) and the largest in Wales is Lake Vyrnwy at 8.24 sq
         km (3.18 sq miles). The largest manmade lake is Rutland Water at 12.59 sq km (4.86 sq miles). Despite being the largest by
         area, Lough Neagh is relatively shallow, with a maximum depth of 25 m (82 ft). Loch Morar is the deepest at 310 m (1,017 ft),
         followed by Loch Ness at 230 m (754 ft).
      

 

      
      
      
      HIGHEST WATERFALLS
in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Waterfall
            
            	Total drop
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Eas a’ Chàul Aluinn, Scotland
            
            	201 m (658 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Cautley Spout, England
            
            	198 m (650 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Pystill Gwyn, Wales
            
            	152 m (500 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Barvick Falls, Scotland
            
            	150 m (492 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Falls of Buchan Burn, Scotland
            
            	135 m (443 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6=
            
            	Rhaeadr y Cwm, Wales
            
            	122 m (400 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Rhaeadr Myherin, Wales
            
            	122 m (400 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	An Steall Ban, Scotland
            
            	120 m (395 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Falls of Glomach, Scotland
            
            	113 m (370 ft)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Pistyll Blaen y Cwm, Wales
            
            	107 m (350 ft)
            
         

         
         
         
      

       

	  
      
      
      LONGEST CANALS
in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Canal/year completed
            
            	Locks
            
            	Tunnels
            
            	Length
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Grand Union (main line), 1814
            
            	166
            
            	2
            
            	220.5 km (137 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Leeds and Liverpool, 1816
            
            	93
            
            	2
            
            	204.4 km (127 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Trent and Mersey, 1777
            
            	73
            
            	4
            
            	149.7 km (93 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Kennet and Avon, 1810
            
            	106
            
            	1
            
            	139.2 km (86.5 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Oxford, 1790
            
            	43
            
            	1
            
            	123.9 km (77 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Shropshire Union, 1805
            
            	47
            
            	0
            
            	107 km (66.5 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Caledonian, 1822
            
            	29
            
            	0
            
            	96.6 km (60 km)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Staffordshire and Worcestershire, 1772
            
            	45
            
            	0
            
            	74.2 km (46.1 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Llangollen, 1805
            
            	21
            
            	2
            
            	74 km (46 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Lancaster, 1799
            
            	0
            
            	0
            
            	68.4 km (42.5 miles)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Source: British Waterways

	   

      
      
      
      LARGEST ISLANDS
in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Island/location
            
            	Area
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Lewis and Harris, Outer Hebrides,
            
            	2,225.3 sq km (859.19 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	
            
            	Scotland
            
            	
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Skye, Hebrides, Scotland
            
            	1,666.08 sq km (643.27 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Mainland, Shetland, Scotland
            
            	967 sq km (373.36 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Mull, Inner Hebrides, Scotland
            
            	899.25 sq km (347.2 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Ynys Môn (Anglesey), Wales
            
            	713.8 sq km (275.6 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Islay, Inner Hebrides, Scotland
            
            	638.79 sq km (246.64 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Isle of Man, England
            
            	571.66 sq km (220.72 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Mainland, Orkney, Scotland
            
            	536.1 sq km (206.99 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Arran, Inner Hebrides, Scotland
            
            	435.32 sq km (168.08 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Isle of Wight, England
            
            	380.99 sq km (147.1 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
         
      

	   

      
      
      
      LARGEST FORESTS
in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Forest*
            
            	Area
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Galloway Forest Park, Dumfries and Galloway
            
            	770 sq km (297 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Kielder Forest Park, Northumberland
            
            	610 sq km (235 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	New Forest, Hampshire
            
            	270 sq km (104 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Dornoch Forest, Sutherland
            
            	260 sq km (100 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Argyll Forest Park, Argyll
            
            	210 sq km (81 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Queen Elizabeth Forest Park, Stirling
            
            	200 sq km (77 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Thetford Forest Park, Norfolk/Suffolk
            
            	190 sq km (73 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Affric Forest (Fort Augustus), Inverness-shire
            
            	180 sq km (69 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Tay Forest Park, Perthshire
            
            	170 sq km (65 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Glengarry Forest (Lochaber Forest District), Inverness-shire
            
            	165 sq km (63 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      * Forestry Commission forests, including areas designated as Forest Parks, which can include areas not covered by woodland

         Source: Forestry Commission

       

	  
      
      
      ANCIENT BRITISH ROADS
AND ROUTES

      
      1    Akeman Street
The Roman road that connected London to the Fosse Way at Cirencester. Today the A41 follows part of its route.

      
      2    Dere Street
This Roman road joined York and the Antonine Wall in Scotland.

      
      3    Ermine Street
An important Roman road from London to York, now partly followed by the A1.

      
      4    Fosse Way
The Roman road from Exeter to Lincoln follows a remarkably straight line. Several place names on its route derive from those
         of Roman military camps.
      

      
      5    Harrow Way
Part of a Neolithic trackway from the Dover area to Stonehenge and beyond to Cornwall.

      
      6    Icknield Way
This East Anglian route existed before the arrival of the Romans.

      
      7    Pilgrims’ Way
The route used by medieval pilgrims from Winchester, Hampshire, to the shrine of Thomas Becket in Canterbury, Kent.

      
      8    Sarn Helen
A Roman road in Wales connecting Aberconwy and Carmarthen, a distance of some 257 km (160 miles).

      
      9    The Ridgeway
Considered one of Britain’s most ancient roads, its 147-km (85-mile) route connects Overton Hill near Avebury, Wiltshire,
         and Ivinghoe Beacon, Buckinghamshire.
      

      
      10  Watling Street
This road was used by the Celts. The section between London and Dover was paved by the Romans and became the present-day A2.

         

	  
      
      
      LONGEST MOTORWAYS
in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Motorway
            
            	Route
            
            	Length
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	M6
            
            	Rugby-Carlisle
            
            	364.8 km (226.7 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	M1
            
            	London-Leeds
            
            	307.1 km (190.8 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	M4
            
            	London-Pont Abraham
            
            	305 km (189.5 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	M5
            
            	Birmingham-Exeter
            
            	262.2 km (162.9 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	M25
            
            	Circles London
            
            	188.3 km (117 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	M62
            
            	Liverpool-Humberside
            
            	173.3 km (107.7 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	M40
            
            	Birmingham-London
            
            	143.2 km (89 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	M3
            
            	London-Southampton
            
            	94.3 km (58.6 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	M11
            
            	London-Cambridge
            
            	80 km (49.7 miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	M8
            
            	Edinburgh-Glasgow Airport
            
            	78.4 km (48.7 miles)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Britain’s first motorway was the Preston bypass section of the M6 (between junctions 29 and 32), which opened on 5 December
         1958. The first section of the M1 did not open until 2 November 1959.
      

 

      
      
      
      MOST COMMON PLACE NAMES
in Britain

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Name
            
            	Number of occurrences
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Newton
            
            	150
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Blackhill/Black Hill
            
            	136
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Castlehill/Castle Hill
            
            	128
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Mountpleasant/Mount Pleasant
            
            	126
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Woodside/Wood Side
            
            	112
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Newtown/New Town
            
            	110
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Burnside
            
            	107
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Greenhill/Green Hill
            
            	105
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Woodend/Wood End
            
            	101
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Beacon Hill
            
            	95
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Source: Ordnance Survey

      
      These entries include the names of towns, villages and other inhabited settlements, as well as woods, hills and named locations,
         but exclude combinations of these names with others (Newton Abbot and Newton-le-Willows, for example, are not counted with
         the Newtons).
      

	   

      
      
      
      UNUSUAL PLACE NAMES
in the UK

      
      1    
Backside
Grampian, Scotland, boasts two locations called Backside, while North Yorkshire has a Backsides.

      
      2    Balls
As well as Balls, Devon has a Balls Corner and a Balls Cross.

      
      3    Crackpot
The name of Crackpot, a village in Swaledale, North Yorkshire, probably relates to a pothole in the local limestone.

      
      4    Great Snoring
Formerly Snoring Magna, Norfolk’s village is believed to have been named after a local inhabitant called Snaer. It is near
         Little Snoring, which is actually bigger.
      

      
      5    Jump
The South Yorkshire village of Jump claims to owe its name to a stream that ran through it over which locals had to leap.

      
      6    Nasty
The Hertfordshire hamlet’s name comes from the Old English for ‘(place at) the east enclosure’.

      
      7    New Invention
Places with this name are found in the West Midlands, first recorded in 1663, and in Shropshire and Somerset. It may come
         from a machine used in local mines.
      

      
      8    Pity Me
Both Durham and Northumberland have villages of this name. Some say it is a translation of Miserere mei (Psalm 51), sung by monks during the Viking invasions, but more probably it derives from Pithead Mere, the marshy wasteland
         near a coal mine.
      

      
      9    Splatt
The village of Splatt lies between Pityme and Rock, Cornwall. There are also Splatts in Devon and Somerset.

      
      10  Thong
Britain’s one and only Thong is in Kent. The name is said to come from the Old English thwang,a narrow strip of land.
      

       


      
      
      HOUSE NAMES
in the UK

      
      1    The Cottage

      
      2    Rose Cottage

      
      3    The Bungalow

      
      4    The Coach House

      
      5    Orchard House

      
      6    The Lodge

      
      7    Woodlands

      
      8    The Old School House

      
      9    Ivy Cottage

      
      10  The Willows

      
      Source: HBOS


       


      
      
      LARGEST BRITISH COUNTIES*

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	County
            
            	Area
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Highland, Scotland
            
            	25,659 sq km (9,907 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	North Yorkshire, England
            
            	8,038 sq km (3,103 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Argyll and Bute, Scotland
            
            	6,909 sq km (2,668 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Cumbria, England
            
            	6,768 sq km (2,613 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Devon, England
            
            	6,564 sq km (2,534 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland
            
            	6,426 sq km (2,481 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Aberdeenshire, Scotland
            
            	6,313 sq km (2,437 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Lincolnshire, England
            
            	5,921 sq km (2,286 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Norfolk, England
            
            	5,371 sq km (2,074 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Perth and Kinross, Scotland
            
            	5,286 sq km (2,041 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      * Scotland = council areas

      
      Source: National Statistics

      
      Powys is the largest Welsh principal area at 5,196 sq km (2,006 sq miles) and Tyrone the largest in Northern Ireland at 3,155
         sq km (1,218 sq miles).
      

	   

      
      
      
      SMALLEST BRITISH COUNTIES*

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	County
            
            	Area
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	City of Dundee, Scotland
            
            	60 sq km (23 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Blaenau Gwent, Wales
            
            	109 sq km (42 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Merthyr Tydfil, Wales
            
            	111 sq km (43 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Torfaen, Wales
            
            	126 sq km (49 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Cardiff, Wales
            
            	140 sq km (54 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6=
            
            	Clackmannanshire, Scotland
            
            	159 sq km (61 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	West Dunbartonshire, Scotland
            
            	159 sq km (61 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Inverclyde, Scotland
            
            	160 sq km (62 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	East Renfrewshire, Scotland
            
            	174 sq km (67 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	City of Glasgow, Scotland
            
            	175 sq km (68 sq miles)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      * Scotland = council areas

      
      Source: National Statistics

      
      As a result of local government reorganization of its traditional counties, Scotland now has both the largest and some of
         the smallest council areas in the UK. The smallest county in England (excluding unitary authorities) is Bedfordshire at 1,192
         sq km (460 sq miles).
      

	   

      
      
      
      MOST DENSELY POPULATED COUNTIES in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	County
            
            	Population
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	West Midlands
            
            	2,884 per sq km (7,470 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Merseyside
            
            	2,099 per sq km (5,436 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Tyne and Wear
            
            	2,014 per sq km (5,216 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Greater Manchester
            
            	2,001 per sq km (5,183 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	West Yorkshire
            
            	1,065 per sq km (2,758 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	South Yorkshire
            
            	883 per sq km (2,287 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Surrey
            
            	653 per sq km (1,691 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Hertfordshire
            
            	644 per sq km (1,668 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Lancashire
            
            	402 per sq km (1,041 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Essex
            
            	393 per sq km (1,018 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Source: National Statistics

      
      This list includes metropolitan counties (created 1974), but excludes Scottish council areas. Although it lost its county
         status in 1965, Greater London has a population density of 4,779 per sq km (12,378 per sq mile). Within its borders, the most
         over­crowded piece of land in England is Kensington and Chelsea, London, where each of its 12 sq kms (4.6 sq miles) accommodates
         14,676 people per sq km (38,011 per sq mile).
      

	   

      
      
      
      LEAST DENSELY POPULATED COUNTIES* in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	County
            
            	Population
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Powys
            
            	25 per sq km (65 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Ceredigion
            
            	43 per sq km (111 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Gwynedd
            
            	47 per sq km (122 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Northumberland
            
            	62 per sq km (161 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Pembrokeshire
            
            	72 per sq km (186 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Cumbria
            
            	73 per sq km (189 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	North Yorkshire
            
            	74 per sq km (192 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Carmarthenshire
            
            	75 per sq km (194 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Shropshire
            
            	90 per sq km (233 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Isle of Anglesey
            
            	97 per sq km (251 per sq mile)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      * Excluding Scottish council areas

      
      Source: National Statistics

	   

      
      
      
      OLDEST CITIES
in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	City
            
            	Original charter granted
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Ripon
            
            	886
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	London
            
            	1066
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Edinburgh
            
            	1124
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Chichester
            
            	1135
            
         

         
         
            
            	5=
            
            	Lincoln
            
            	1154
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Oxford
            
            	1154
            
         

         
         
            
            	7=
            
            	Nottingham
            
            	1155
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Winchester
            
            	1155
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Exeter
            
            	1156
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Carlisle
            
            	1158
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      There are 66 cities in the UK. Although most of them were settled in earlier times, some as far back as the first century
         BC, their status as cities is dated from when their charters, issued by the Crown and establishing certain privileges, such
         as the power to enact local laws or collect taxes, were granted. Some dates are disputed: Norwich, for example, claims to
         have received its original charter in 996, but 1194 is the more accepted date. Some, such as Canterbury and Durham, have claimed
         city status for centuries, but, contrary to popular belief, not all cities have cathedrals. Southampton, for example, does
         not, while, conversely, St David’s has a cathedral but did not gain a city charter until 1995. Chelmsford, St Asaph, Bury
         St Edmunds and Blackburn all have cathedrals but have yet to achieve city status, while Rochester, Perth and Elgin are no
         longer classed as cities.
      

	   

      
      
      
      LARGEST CITIES IN BRITAIN 
1801—2001*

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	1801
            
            
            	2001
            
            
         

         
         
            
            	
            
            	City
            
            	Population
            
            	City
            
            	Population
            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	London
            
            	1,096,784
            
            	London†
            
            	7,172,036
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Manchester
            
            	328,609
            
            	Birmingham
            
            	977,091
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Edinburgh
            
            	82,560
            
            	Leeds
            
            	715,404
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Liverpool
            
            	82,430
            
            	Glasgow
            
            	577,869
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Glasgow
            
            	77,385
            
            	Sheffield
            
            	513,234
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Birmingham
            
            	70,207
            
            	Bradford
            
            	467,668
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Bristol
            
            	63,645
            
            	Edinburgh
            
            	448,624
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	Portsmouth
            
            	43,461
            
            	Liverpool
            
            	439,476
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	Plymouth
            
            	43,194
            
            	Manchester
            
            	392,918
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Newcastle
            
            	36,963
            
            	Kirklees
            
            	388,576
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      * Cities only, excluding conurbations

      
      † Complete area: Inner London 2,765,975; Outer London 4,406,061

      
      Taking the populations of cities only as at the censuses of 1801 and 2001 disregards the colossal growth of conurbations in
         the 200 years that separates them: the total 2001 population of Greater Manchester (including Bolton, Stockport, Wigan and
         other places), for example, totalled 2,482,352.
      

	   

      
      
      
      LOST TOWNS AND VILLAGES 
of Britain

      
      1    Ashopton, Derbyshire
Along with the village of Derwent, Ashopton was submerged when the Ladybower Reservoir was built in 1943.

      
      2    Dunwich, Suffolk
Once a prosperous port, Dunwich has been progressively lost to the sea, with most of its houses and churches now under water.

      
      3    Godwick, Norfolk
Abandoned in the late 16th century, Godwick is today managed by English Heritage and is open to the public.

      
      4    Gruinard Island, Scotland
In 1942 the 195-hectare (483-acre) island was evacuated and used for testing anthrax biological warfare. It has since been
         decontaminated, but remains unpopulated.
      

      
      5    Hallsands, Devon
Dredging of materials from the beach destabilized the coast, causing the houses to collapse into the sea, so that by 1917
         it was uninhabited.
      

      
      6    Imber, Wiltshire
Imber on Salisbury Plain was requisitioned by the army in 1943 and used for street-fighting training. The public are occasionally
         allowed to visit the deserted village.
      

      
      7    Polphail Village, Argyllshire
Polphail was built to house North Sea oil platform workers in 1976, but was never occupied.

      
      8    Tide Mills, East Sussex
The village near Newhaven once housed workers in the adjoining tide-powered mill. The mill ceased operating in the early 20th
         century and by 1939 the settlement was abandoned.
      

      
      9    Tyneham, Dorset
Tyneham’s 200 inhabitants were evicted in 1943 when the village was taken over for use as a firing range. Parts have been
         preserved and it is now open to the public.
      

      
      10  Wharram Percy, Yorkshire
The desertion of this medieval village was once blamed on the Black Death, but now seems more the result of changes in land
         use. Only its church remains - as does that of Wolfhampcote on the border of Warwickshire and Northamptonshire, which appears
         to have suffered the same fate.
      

	   

      
      
      
      WETTEST PLACES 
in Britain

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Weather station
            
            	Average annual rainfall
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	Dalness, Glen Etive, Highland
            
            	3,306 mm (130.16 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	Seathwaite, nr Borrowdale, Cumbria
            
            	3,150 mm (124.02 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	Glenfinnan, Loch Shiel, Highland
            
            	3,022 mm (118.98 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	Inverarnan, Loch Lomond, Stirling
            
            	2,701 mm (106.34 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	Inveruglas, Loch Lomond, Argyll and Bute
            
            	2,662 mm (104.8 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	Capel Curig, Gwynedd
            
            	2,555 mm (100.59 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	Wythburn, Lake Thirlmere, Cumbria
            
            	2,535 mm (99.8 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8=
            
            	Chapel Stile, Cumbria
            
            	2,500 mm (98.43 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Tyndrum and Crianlarich, Stirling
            
            	2,500 mm (98.43 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	Lochgoilhead, Argyll and Bute
            
            	2,464 mm (97.01 in)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Source: The Met Office

      
      These figures are based on the Meteorological Office’s 30-year averages for the period 1961–90 and are for the wettest inhabited
         places (villages and towns) in Great Britain. It should be noted, though, that some uninhabited places in the mountainous
         parts of Scotland, North Wales and Cumbria are wetter, with annual average rainfall in excess of 3,500 mm (137.8 in).
      

          

	  
      
      
      WETTEST YEARS 
in England and Wales

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Year
            
            	Total rainfall
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	1872
            
            	1,288 mm (50.70 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	1852
            
            	1,266 mm (49.84 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3
            
            	1768
            
            	1,192 mm (46.92 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	1960
            
            	1,171 mm (46.10 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	1903
            
            	1,147 mm (45.15 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	1882
            
            	1,135 mm (44.68 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	1877
            
            	1,134 mm (44.64 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8
            
            	1848
            
            	1,130 mm (44.48 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	9
            
            	1841
            
            	1,120 mm (44.09 in)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10
            
            	1912
            
            	1,118 mm (44.01 in)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      Source: The Met Office

      
      British meteorologist George Symons (1838–1900), the author of Rain: How, When, Where, Why It Is Measured (1867), published a table of rainfall for the period 1726–1865, listing 1852 as the wettest year. In 1872, this was beaten
         by an average annual rainfall that holds the record to this day. In modern times (the 30-year period 1971–2000), the annual
         average for England and Wales was 920.7 mm (36.2 in), for Scotland 1,521 mm (59.9 in), for Northern Ireland 1,112.3 mm (43.79
         in) and for the UK as a whole 1,126.1 mm (44.33 in).
      

 

      
      
      
      WARMEST PLACES 
in the UK

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Location
            
            	Average annual temperature*
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	St Helier Harbour, Jersey
            
            	12.1°C (53.8°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2
            
            	St Mary’s Airport, Isles of Scilly
            
            	11.9°C (53.4°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	3=
            
            	St Helier, Jersey
            
            	11.8°C (53.2°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Lancresse, Guernsey
            
            	11.8°C (53.2°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5=
            
            	Central London
            
            	11.7°C (53.1°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Round Island, Isles of Scilly
            
            	11.7°C (53.1°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly
            
            	11.6°C (52.9°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8=
            
            	Pendennis Point, Cornwall
            
            	11.4°C (52.5°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	St James’s Park, London
            
            	11.4°C (52.5°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10=
            
            	Greenwich, London
            
            	11.3°C (52.3°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Isle of Grain, Kent
            
            	11.3°C (52.3°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Penlee Gardens, Penzance
            
            	11.3°C (52.3°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Portland, Dorset
            
            	11.3°C (52.3°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Ryde, Isle of Wight
            
            	11.3°C (52.3°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	St Ives, Cornwall
            
            	11.3°C (52.3°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	Southsea, Hampshire
            
            	11.3°C (52.3°F)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      * Based on the Met Office’s 30-year averages for the period 1971–2000

      
      Source: The Met Office

	   

      
      
      
      EXTREME AND WEIRD WEATHER EVENTS in the UK

      
      1    Tornado
Tornadoes are rare in Britain, but one of the earliest recorded was that affecting London on 23 October 1091. It was also
         one of the worst: London Bridge was completely swept away, St Mary-le-Bow and other churches and as many as 600 houses were
         destroyed and the newly built Tower of London was damaged, but only two deaths were recorded.
      

      
      2    Frost
One of the severest frosts of all time lasted from November 1683 until April 1684. The Thames was iced over from early December
         until 4 February and a massive ‘Frost Fair’ was held on it. The icebound river was turned into a bustling town as tradespeople
         erected booths on the ice. King Charles II visited the fair and watched bull-baiting, horse racing and puppet shows and took
         part in a fox hunt on the river. The winter of 1813–14 saw the last great Frost Fair, but when the ice melted suddenly, many
         booths and people were swept away. Old London Bridge acted as a barrier, slowing the flow and allowing ice to build up. It
         was demolished and a new bridge opened in 1831, since when the river has not frozen to its previous extent.
      

      
      3    Lightning
On 27 October 1697 a massive lightning strike – or possibly a fireball – struck Athlone Castle, blowing up 260 barrels of
         gunpowder, 1,000 hand grenades, 220 barrels of musket and pistol balls and other munitions. The resulting fire destroyed most
         of the town, but killed only eight.
      

      
      4    Sunblock
 Tambora, a volcano in Indonesia, erupted on 5–12 April 1815. An estimated 1.7 million tonnes of ash was hurled into the atmosphere,
         which, during the following year, blocked out the sunlight and affected the weather over large areas of the globe, including
         Britain, with 1816 being known as ‘the year without a summer’. One effect was to produce brilliantly coloured sunsets, depicted
         strikingly in paintings from the period, especially in the works of J. M. W. Turner. It even had an influence on literary
         history: kept indoors by inclement weather at the Villa Diodati on Lake Geneva, Lord Byron and his companions amused themselves
         by writing horror stories, one of which was Mary Shelley’s classic, Frankenstein.

      
      
      5    Avalanche
 Britain’s avalanche occurred in Lewes, East Sussex, on 27 December 1836, engulfing houses and killing eight. The disaster
         is commemorated in the name of the Snowdrop pub.
      

      
      6    Blizzard
 A severe blizzard on 9 March 1891 left Zulu,an express train, trapped in snow on Dartmoor for four days before the passengers were rescued. Some passengers, along with
         the drivers and guard, stayed with the train, which finally arrived at Plymouth eight days late.
      

      
      7    Storm surge
 A huge storm surge down the North Sea coast from Yorkshire to Kent on 31 January–1 February 1953 resulted in flooding that
         left 307 dead and 30,000 homeless. During the storm, the ferry MV Princess Victoria sank en route from Stranraer, Scotland to Larne, Northern Ireland, with the loss of 133 lives. As a result of the catastrophe,
         British coastal defences were improved and plans launched for building the Thames Barrier.
      

      
      8    Rain of frogs 
 Thousands of baby frogs fell in a sudden downpour in Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire, on 12 June 1954.

      
      9    Rainfall
 On the night of 18–19 July 1955 at Martinstown, Dorset, a record 279 mm (11 in) of rain fell in a continuous downpour.

      
      10  Storm
 The great storm of 15–16 October 1987 left 22 dead and destroyed 14 million trees across southern England. There were 1.2
         million insurance claims totalling over £1.5 billion, making it the most expensive natural disaster to date.
      

 

      
      
      
      HOTTEST YEARS 
in the UK*

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
            
            	
            
            	Year
            	
            	Average temperature
            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1
            
            	2006
            	 
            	10.82°C (51.48°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	2=
            
            	1990
            
            	10.63°C (51.13°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	1999
            
            	10.63°C (51.13°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            
            	1949
            
            	10.62°C (51.12°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	5
            
            	2002
            
            	10.6°C (51.08°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	6
            
            	1995
            
            	10.53°C (50.95°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            
            	1997
            
            	10.52°C (50.94°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	8=
            
            	1989
            
            	10.5°C (50.9°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	2003
            
            	10.5°C (50.9°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	10=
            
            	1959
            
            	10.48°C (50.86°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	2004
            
            	10.48°C (50.86°F)
            
         

         
         
            
            	=
            
            	2007
            
            	10.48°C (50.86°F)
            
         

         
         
         
      

      
      * Since 1659, based on central England averages

      
      Source: The Met Office

      
      Temperature has been recorded in central England since 1659, providing the world’s longest span of temperature data. In the
         17th century the warmest year was 1686 (10.13°C/50.23°F); in the 18th century it was 1733 and in the 19th century it was 1834
         (both 10.47°C/50.85°F).
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