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Every so often, it’s time for a change—little updates that refresh a room, yet make a big impact. These micro-decorating moves can be simple, like buying new throw pillows for a couch, or rearranging a collection to provide visual impact in a room, or a weekend project, like a fresh coat of paint for your walls or kitchen cabinets. But that’s as far as the heavy lifting goes—which isn’t so very far in terms of the time or energy required. After all, these are mini makeovers—no major remodeling or time commitment necessary.


At Country Living, we’re all about the idea that decorating should be fun and easy, it doesn’t have to cost much, and great old things can and should be put to wonderful new uses (hello, flea-market finds!). And we’re not going to lie—we enjoy spending a couple of hours on an uncomplicated craft. That’s why, throughout this book, you’ll find callouts for things you can create (“Make it!”), things you can upcycle (“Reuse it!”) and things you can snap up for a song (“Bargain!”). And you’ll find ideas for every room in the house, from the entryway to the mudroom. (If you don’t have a mudroom find out how to fake one on page 212.) Get ready to be inspired to make over your home, one easy idea at a time.
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Make it!


Signage from a great-grandfather’s butcher shop and gold-leaf frame that contains photo booth pictures the family takes every year at the country fair make this hearth uniquely personal.


























CHAPTER 1


Living Rooms


Most of us focus our best decorating efforts on the living room. After all, it’s the space visitors are likeliest to see. And who doesn’t want their home to make a great first impression? But even the most carefully designed room eventually needs a little lift—rugs and furniture wear, styles change, and sometimes, you just want to switch things up. The good news is change is easy! Slipcovers can restore worn upholstery for a fraction of the cost of new furniture. Throw pillows in trendy colors or patterns can update instantly. Artwork can be rearranged, and suddenly you’ll see it—and your living room—in a different light. Or go big! Swap your wall color for something completely different—say, an unexpected charcoal hue. Cover your plain white ceiling paint with an airy pale-blue shade. The possibilities are endless, and you have to do only a little to get a lot of satisfaction.
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Buy it!


A mix of patterned pillows adds visual interest to this sunny, inviting room.






Pretty Pillows


Ever wondered why your beautiful new couch looks so naked right after it’s delivered and installed in your living room? You’ve discovered firsthand the magic of throw pillows.


Small and seemingly insignificant, these delightful bits of puff can transform a bland room, making it welcoming, pulled together, on trend, and comfortable in one fell swoop. And you don’t have to spend a lot. Off-price retail stores like HomeGoods® and T.J. Maxx® are great resources, as are websites like Etsy®. For a high-end look without a high price, search out vendors who make pillows using leftover pieces of to-the-trade fabrics or antique rugs. Don’t be afraid to mix patterns (though sticking to just a couple of color families works best). Florals and stripes are classic country choices, and solid colors can make a bold statement. Choosing neutral-colored furniture gives you the most options—you can punch up the room with patterns and bright hues, or stick with beiges (like the grain-sack pillows on page 11) to create a serene vibe. Throws pick up where pillows leave off, adding coziness and—depending on what you choose—color, pattern, and texture.
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Make it!


Feminine floral prints give neutral furniture a fresh-from-the-garden makeover. You can make a 16 × 16-inch throw pillow with only a yard of fabric!
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Buy it!


The pillows in this understated living room enhance the room’s ambience and take it one step further. They share the nubby texture of the French postal sack framed above the couch and pick up the striped pattern of the armchair, while introducing one of the few pops of color.
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Buy it!


Solid and striped pillows add comfort and interest to rattan seating. The eye-catching throws also rev up the seating’s neutral gray cushions while giving the whole room character.
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Buy it!


A resolutely practical brown sofa provides the perfect backdrop for an assortment of bright pillows. Paired with the equally striking artwork above the couch, they bring big personality to an otherwise humdrum room.






Fabric Magic


New upholstery, slipcovers, or curtains can change a room in an instant, in all kinds of ways. Re-covering a group of chairs in the same fabric can make them appear to be a matching set (even if they’re not), giving a room some polish. The fabric you choose depends on both the space and the mood you want to create. Bold, large-scale prints would feel loud in a white living room like the one on page 16, but a subtle pattern, such as a thin brown pinstripe, is just right. The hearty denim-blue upholstery on the chairs on this page couldn’t be more in sync with the refined, time-worn vibe of the vintage rug and weathered side and coffee tables. To evoke a farmhouse feeling, head straight for buffalo checks and flowered chintz, classic patterns that telegraph down-home tradition. Fabric with vertical stripes can make a bold statement when it’s used in curtains. To give the ceiling a visual lift, mount rods above the window frames.
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Do it!


These four chairs are upholstered in the same fabric (with contrasting cushion seats), but they’re not a set. Look closely: Two are 1940s American chairs, and two are French Art Deco.
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Do it!


Baby-blue buffalo-check fabric covers on the seat pillows of a vintage cane-back sofa take it down a notch from formal to friendly. Pretty blue-and-white pillows are comfortable and welcoming.
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Do it!


Understated brown stripes on the slipcovers of a club chair set are the perfect match for a light, airy space.
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Bargain!


The upholstery on this fancy 9-foot-long French sofa? Durable, affordable painter’s drop cloths! The neutral color helps it blend in rather than overpower the small living room. Plus, the hardy fabric will hold up to the wear and tear of everyday living.






Know Your
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STRIPES


TICKING


This tightly woven cotton or linen was first used on mattresses.
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GRAIN SACK


A distinctive stripe helped farmers identify their sacks easily.
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PINSTRIPE


This narrow stripe is often used in men’s suiting.
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Buy it!


Curtains with vertical green stripes break up the horizontal lines created by the room’s pine-board paneling, add a feeling of height, and are a stunning addition to the room. The linear theme is carried out by the bold rug, the sofa pillows, and a green chair with a wide white stripe made by applying fabric paint right down the middle.






Unexpected Accents


Choosing the right basic pieces for your living room is important, but after that, it’s time to search out objects with a surprise factor. Whether they’re vintage curiosities, repurposed industrial pieces, or timeworn favorites that have taken a new twist, these are the items that give a room your personality. Online secondhand stores, flea markets, even your own attic or garage—they’re all happy hunting grounds.
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Bargain!


This galvanized cart lived its first life in a restaurant kitchen. The homeowner snapped it up for just $100, and now it has pride of place in the living room, where it displays a collection of precious odds and ends.






[image: ]





Do it!


The homeowner’s childhood piano was updated with chalk paint, which gives it a thick finish with a matte look. Tempted to try? Here’s encouragement: It requires virtually zero sanding or priming.






Grab a Seat


Simple slipcovers can give living room chairs a boost, but you don’t have to stop there. Re-cover the seat pillows in a contrasting fabric, or tuck in a fluffy flokati sheepskin for extra comfort and warmth. If you’re short on seating when company comes, pick up a pouf or two. When your guests leave, tuck them out of the way, or use them as everyday accents. The grain-sack pouf on page 23 is a project anyone can tackle.
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Do it!


Creamy flokati throws add softness to the seats of slip-covered armchairs and bring texture to the room.
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Make it!


Need extra seating? You can create this handsome upholstered pouf in a flash!
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Pouf
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[image: ] Starting with 3½ yards of grain-sack fabric, cut out nine 8½ × 26-inch rectangles, centering the stripes on each rectangle.


[image: ] Sew the pieces right sides together along the long edges, creating a large rectangle. Fold the rectangle in half, right sides together, and then sew the remaining long edges together to create a tube. Turn the tube right side out. Fold a pleat 2 inches from the left-hand corner of each panel; tack down the pleat with a stitch. Repeat on other end of the panel.


[image: ] Cut two circles of fabric 16 inches in diameter for the top and bottom of the pouf. Fold a ½-inch hem around the end of each circle. Using a running stitch, hand-sew one circle to one end of the tube, 1½ inches from the edge of the tube. Repeat with the second circle on the other end, leaving a small opening in the bottom for stuffing.
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