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Introduction


What is the course like?


National 5 French will test you on four skills: reading, listening, talking and writing. All of these skills will be assessed over the course of your studies by your teacher to show you have passed the two units (Understanding Language and Using Language) which make up the course. Three of the skills – reading, listening and writing – will also be assessed at the end of the course in an external exam set by SQA, which will provide you with a grade: A, B, C or D. The other skill – talking – will be assessed differently. Talking is carried out as a single assessment, the subject of which is agreed between you and your teacher.


In this book you will find a chapter to help you work on and revise each skill. The language you will need relates to four contexts: society, learning, employability and culture. On page viii you will find a list of possible topic areas within these contexts which you could expect at National 5.


How is my final mark made up?


You will be given a mark for each of the four skills. A potential 100 marks, from which your final mark will be taken, are divided up as follows:





•  Reading: 30 marks



•  Listening: 20 marks



•  Talking: 30 marks



•  Writing: 20 marks.





What do I have to know?


You will need to know basic vocabulary covering a list of topic areas, which you will find in the table on page viii. This will help you listen to and read French more easily, and will also help you produce your own written and spoken French. You will find lists of useful vocabulary with many of the talking and writing preparation tasks, as well as with the listening tasks. Chapter 11 ‘Vocabulary’ will also be useful.


You will need to know the basics of grammar, so that you can write and speak French correctly. This is something you will work on as you go through the course. Some guidelines are given later in this chapter. You will also find some guidance in Chapter 10 ‘Structures and opinions’. There is further work on producing your own French in Chapter 8 ‘Talking’ and Chapter 9 ‘Writing’.


You must be able to use a dictionary to help you understand French in the reading exam, and to find words you need for your talking and writing. You should also use your dictionary to check your verb endings.


What exactly is involved in the exam?


Reading


Reading will be assessed by an external examination. There will be one paper which will include three separate texts, each of around 200 words. Questions will be set and answered in English. Unusual words may be translated for you in a glossary.


You will be allowed to use a French dictionary.


Writing


Writing will be assessed by one piece of work which you will produce after you have done the reading. You will be expected to respond to a stimulus with six bullet points, all of which you must address. The contexts for the writing will be a combination of society, learning, employability and culture.


The reading and writing paper will last 1 hour 30 minutes.


Listening


Listening will be assessed by an external examination. There will be two separate parts, one a presentation or monologue, the other a conversation or dialogue. You will hear the French three times, and the whole assessment will last for 20–25 minutes.


Questions will be set and answered in English.


You will not be allowed to use a French–English dictionary.


The reading, listening and writing tests will be marked externally by SQA.


Talking


Talking will be assessed by your teacher and externally moderated by SQA.


You will be expected to carry out a spoken presentation and conversation in French from one of the following contexts: society, learning, employability, culture. You will agree which one with your teacher. You will also agree with your teacher when your assessment will take place. The presentation will be worth 10 marks and the conversation will be worth 20 marks.


What do the units mean for me?


There are two units in National 5 French: Understanding Language and Using Language. During the year, your teacher will test you on the four skills: reading and listening (Understanding Language), and talking and writing (Using Language). You will normally need to pass the unit assessments before you sit the external exam. The assessments are not graded, but are simply pass/fail.


What will the assessments look like?


There are no set rules for the form of the assessments, so your teacher can decide what she or he will use for assessments. The assessments might be set in advance as tasks you know you have to complete, or your teacher might be working with you and realise that what you are doing is good enough to provide evidence you have passed. The main guideline is that the assessments should cover at least two of the four contexts of society, learning, employability and culture. We will look at the possible assessments in Chapter 1 ‘Understanding Language unit’ and Chapter 3 ‘Using Language unit’.


Basic grammar


When marking your work, teachers will be looking for accuracy in basic structures. This is straightforward, simple language, and you should be able to show you can do everything listed in the box below.
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What you should know


Verbs





[image: ]  Use the correct form of the verb. This includes using subject pronouns (like je, il, elle) and correct verb endings, matching the subject.



[image: ]  Use ne … pas, ne … jamais, etc.



[image: ]  Ask simple questions correctly.



[image: ]  Use ‘modal’ verbs, such as vouloir and pouvoir, and the auxiliary verbs avoir and être.



[image: ]  Use verbs fairly accurately in personal language and polite language. This includes the correct polite verb forms for requests (voulez-vous …, je voudrais …) and also the correct verb forms for plural subjects: mes sœurs ont …, mes amis sont …




[image: ]  Use present, future, imperfect, perfect and conditional tenses.





Nouns





[image: ]  Use the correct type of article/determiner (un/une, le/la/les, ce/cette/ces) and, if you can, the correct form (for example, correct gender or number).



[image: ]  Use nouns with the correct gender form of article and adjective.



[image: ]  Use the words for ‘my’ and ‘your’ correctly.





Pronouns





[image: ]  Use the correct form of subject or object pronouns, and put them in the correct place.





Prepositions





[image: ]  Use the correct preposition, and know what it does to articles and pronouns (à and le = au, pour and me = pour moi).
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For better grades, you will have to do more than this. The language resource column in the table on pages 67–68 in Chapter 10 shows what examiners are going to be looking for. When you are working through the talking and writing chapters, it will be useful to refer to these pages sometimes so that you can show off your knowledge of French to the examiner!


How do I go about learning vocabulary?


The best way to revise is to practise. Although different people have different ways of learning vocabulary, the following ways might be useful to you.
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Hints & tips





[image: ] Try writing out a list of words, then reading them out. Cover up the French words, and see if you can remember the words in English, and of course the other way round.



[image: ] Read things over several times on different occasions.



[image: ] Check your memorising by either covering one part and remembering the other, or by getting someone to do it with you (a friend, or a parent). If you have someone to help you, get them to say a word in English, which you have to put into French.



[image: ] Try to get your words organised into areas, so they all hang together and make sense to you.



[image: ] Use spidergrams of related words.
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What kind of vocabulary will I need to know?


On the next page you will find the topic areas which you are likely to be studying as part of your course. You will also find vocabulary lists in Chapter 11 to help you prepare for assessments and to revise.


Contexts, topics and topic development you can expect at National 5






	

Society




	

Family and friends




	




•  Saying how you get on with family members/‌who has influenced you in your life



•  Arguments



•  Ideal parents



•  Different types of friends



•  Peer pressure












	

Lifestyles




	




•  Lifestyle-related illnesses



•  Advantages and disadvantages of healthy/‌unhealthy lifestyle












	

Media




	




•  Impact of television reality shows



•  Advantages/‌disadvantages of new technology, e.g. internet, mobile phones












	

Global languages




	




•  Language learning and relevance












	

Citizenship




	




•  Description of local area as a tourist centre



•  Comparison of town and country life



•  Being environmentally friendly in the home












	

Learning




	

Learning in context




	




•  Talk about what learning activities you like/dislike in modern languages/in each subject



•  Preparing for exams












	

Education




	




•  Comparing education systems



•  Improving own education system



•  Learner responsibilities












	

Employability 




	

Jobs




	




•  Part-time jobs and studying



•  Qualities for present/future jobs, future plans












	

Work and CVs




	




•  Planning, reporting back on work experience



•  Reviewing achievements/‌ambitions












	

Culture




	

Planning a trip




	




•  Importance of travel and learning a foreign language



•  Describing your best holiday/trip, attitudes to travel












	

Other countries




	




•  Aspects of other countries including educational, social, historical, political aspects












	

Celebrating a special event




	




•  Comparing special occasions/‌traditions/‌celebrations/‌events in another country



•  Importance of customs/traditions












	

Literature of another


country




	




•  Literary fiction, e.g. short stories – understanding and analysis












	

Film and television




	




•  Studying films in the modern language



•  Studying television in other countries















Chapter 1


Understanding Language unit


There are two units in National 5 French: Understanding Language and Using Language. During the year, your teacher will test you on the four skills: reading and listening (Understanding Language unit), and talking and writing (Using Language unit). These skills will be assessed by your teacher over the course of your studies to show you have passed the two units before you sit the external exam. The assessments are not graded, but are simply pass/fail.


What will the assessments look like?


There are few rules for the form of the assessments, so your teacher can decide what to use. You will be asked to show you understand the overall purpose of the task and to identify key points within the text. The assessments might be set in advance as tasks you know you have to complete, or your teacher might be working with you and realise that what you are doing is good enough to provide evidence you have passed. The main guideline is that the assessments should cover at least two of the four contexts of society, learning, employability and culture. Let us look at the receptive skills of reading and listening, and what might be used to assess each one.


Reading


For this, you might be asked to read one or more texts and then answer questions in English. You might be asked to write a report on, or give a summary of, what you have read. You might show your understanding by giving an oral report or answering questions in English which will then be recorded, either as a sound file or a video, or your teacher might write down your marks as you speak. For this assessment, you might also like to suggest to your teacher that some activity which you are undertaking, and which you either enjoy or feel comfortable with, could be used as an assessment. If your teacher thinks that it is at the right level, then it could be as easy as that! You will find more guidance on reading skills in Chapter 4.


Here are four possible tasks, one from each context, which you can try. The answers are in the next chapter.


Society: Citizenship


For this task, you have to answer questions and fill out a true/false choice box.


You read the article on the next page about how to deal with hedgehogs in your garden.





[image: ]






C’est l’automne, et je vois un jeune hérisson dans mon jardin.


Qu’est-ce que je dois faire?
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Avant l’hiver, le hérisson cherche à économiser autant de calories que possible. Quand il fait trop froid et la nourriture devient trop difficile à trouver, il entre en hibernation dans un nid bien isolé. Mais pendant tout l’automne, il mange comme quatre pour accumuler un maximum de réserves de graisse.


Ainsi, un jeune hérisson, pour avoir de bonnes chances de survivre, doit atteindre un poids de 450 g avant de commencer son hibernation.


Si tu trouves un jeune hérisson encore actif à l’automne, tu peux donc lui offrir de la nourriture et un bon nid bien isolé.
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Questions





1 What two reasons are given for hedgehogs going into hibernation? 2
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2 What two pieces of advice are you given if you find a hedgehog? 2
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You read the rest of the article, which gives you advice on what kinds of food you should give a hedgehog.
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Quels aliments?
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Le mieux est de mettre dans une assiette ou un bol:




•  de la nourriture pour chaton (ou pour chat)


•  comme pour un chat, des restes de table (mais pas trop salés)


•  des petits yaourts (les offrir au hérisson dans leur petit pot de plastique, en enlevant simplement le carré de papier alu qui les ferme – cela empêche les chats de les manger, mais permet aux jeunes hérissons de manger le petit yaourt, avec leur *museau pointu).





*museau – muzzle
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Question





3 Are the following statements true or false? Write T or F in the boxes below. 4







	You should put out food on a plate.

	  






	You should keep the cat away.

	  






	You should never put out table scraps.

	  






	You should put out yoghurts in their pots.
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Question





4 Who do you think this article was aimed at? Give a reason for your answer. 1
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Learning: Preparing for exams


For this task, we have provided two possible ways for you to demonstrate understanding. There is a set of questions of the type which will be in the final exam, with a set of answers for you to check how well you have done. Alternatively, you could try the combined reading and writing or talking assessment which would mean you do two unit assessments at once.


The following text gives advice to young French people on how to prepare for ‘D-Day’: the day of an important exam! The text talks about the importance of the ‘four Rs’.
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Bien se préparer à un examen


Jusqu’au jour J
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Pour bien réussir un examen, il est important d’arriver le jour J dans les meilleures conditions. Pour cela, une règle est très utile: la règle des ‘4 R’.


Révise


Quinze jours avant l’examen, tu dois organiser tous tes matériaux! Révise à l’aide des livres, des formules, de tes carnets de vocabulaire. Va à l’essentiel: il est important de ne pas te perdre dans les détails superflus!


Relis


Relis toutes les copies que ton professeur a corrigées pendant l’année.


Régularise-toi


Essaie de ne pas te coucher tard (ne perturbe pas ton biorythme), ne mange pas trop, et évite le stress et les efforts sportifs épuisants. Et il ne faut pas prendre des médicaments dopants ou calmants.


Repose-toi


Dors suffisamment. Oxygène-toi: vas te promener au grand air.


La veille de l’examen, prépare ton matériel (stylos, gomme, crayon, compas, calculette et dictionnaire s’ils sont autorisés, ciseaux, colle, buvard, montre) et ta carte d’identité.
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