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T


hink all sharks are man-eating terrors? Think again! 


There’s so much more to these fascinating, often 


peaceful and frequently misunderstood, creatures. 


Sharks are amongst the most successful and ancient of 


all sea dwellers. Some can surprise with their amazing 


attributes like the sandbar shark which can go through 


35,000 teeth in its lifetime or the Greenland shark 


which can live to be 400 years old. 


Great Whites, Tiger and Hammerheads may be the 


most famous, but sharks vary far more than you 


think. There are some 544 species. These range in 


size from whale sharks longer than buses to Panama 


catsharks and dwarf lantern sharks which could sit 


across the palm of your hand. 


A WORLD OF SHARKS


Panama catshark


Tiger shark
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The bonnethead shark chomps 


down on seagrass, in between 


dining on blue crabs. It's one of the 


few plant-eating sharks. 


Some sharks feed on microscopic 


plankton, others hunt seals, 


dolphins and whales. 


This book takes you through the hungry 


history of these incredible creatures. 


Bonnethead 


shark


Hammerhead shark


Great white shark
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SHARK RELATIVES


S


harks join rays, skates and sawfish in a class 


of more than 1,000 different creatures called 


Chondrichthyes. All these species are known as 


cartilaginous fishes as they have a flexible skeleton 


made of gristly cartilage instead of bone. 


Most rays live on or close to the sea bed 


but mobula rays sometimes take to the air. 


They leap spectacularly out of the water 


and belly flop their diamond-shaped bodies 


on landing – an amazing sight. 


The largest ray of all is the 


oceanic manta ray. These big 


beasts can grow up to 8.5 m wide 


and feed on tiny plankton in the 


ocean water. Flaps called cephalic 


lobes help funnel water and food 


into their mouths. 


Mobula ray


Oceanic manta ray
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Skates are closely related to rays but differ 


because they lay eggs. There are over 150 


species. The clearnose skate lives in muddy 


sea floors where it hunts shellfish, shrimp, 


crabs and small fish, mainly at night. 


SAWFISH 



Each of the five species of sawfish has a long, bladed snout 


called a rostrum. It is covered in teeth and looks a little like 


a garden hedgetrimmer! The rostrum is used both to defend 


itself and to hunt prey – mostly crustaceans and small fish. 


It contains organs which detect electrical signals given off 


by other creatures (see pages 18-19). 


The largetooth sawfish grows up to 7 m long and 


spends the first years of its life living in freshwater 


rivers before moving out to sea.


Clearnose skate


Largetooth sawfish
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PREHISTORIC SHARKS


M


any creatures come and go, but sharks have 


been around for hundreds of millions of 


years. Early ancestors of modern sharks were 


swimming the prehistoric seas more than 150 


million years before the first dinosaurs arrived. 


CLADOSELACHE 
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