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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every August baby . . .


Find out why you might give your August baby a name to do with peace, what is meant by a gift of a nosegay of ferns, balsam, snapdragons and sage, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Alfred Hitchcock, Mary Shelley or Napoleon?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood . . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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AUGUST is the care-free away-from-it-all month, made this year the more care-free because your baby has been born. What a to-and-fro-ing of messages from holiday-makers both at home and abroad there has been. Your room, most probably, is at this moment decorated with congratulatory postcards from faraway places, all saying the sender cannot wait to get home to see you and the August baby.


Delighted though everybody is that you have an August baby, so convenient to have a birthday which will always be celebrated during the holidays, August is a tiresome month for gifts. No month in the year is more difficult for flowers. There are of course the usual standbys, such as carnations, but of flowers belonging to the month there are very few. The most beautiful are perhaps the gladiolus, but gladioli are a great strain on reserves of vases, for only the high vase suits them. So too many gladioli can cause sighs from the nurse.
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Fruit is equally difficult, unless your baby was born in the north, for in most of the country the strawberries and the raspberries are over, and unless it is a particularly hot summer such delicacies as figs are not ripe, so the visitor thinks twice about a present of fruit.


[image: image]


A present of something for the mother to wear is always acceptable, but there again August is a betwixt and between month, too early for the quilted or knitted bed-jacket, and rather late for something diaphanous made of nylon and lace. A present for the baby is perfect, but so few of us are strong-minded enough to hold back the pull-ups and the pram coat until the baby is actually there. It is so much easier to send the present in advance, when both blue and pink are perfectly correct.


The present most women want to bring is a toy for the baby, and August is a tempting month for that sort of shopping. The toy shop is full of parents buying buckets and spades and shrimping nets, but that part reserved for soft toys is left undisturbed. It is then that friends and relations can wallow amongst delicious animals, that little soft lion cub, that pale blue monkey that can hang on to anything by its tail, that small poodle divinely clipped with the plus-fours and topknot of real wool. But does baby want a monkey that can hang on by its tail, a woolly poodle, or a lion cub? And do you? Very nice perhaps while you are actually in bed, but apt to collect dust and even moths before baby can appreciate a toy.
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It is years of wondering what to bring mother and child that has resulted in this book. What do you talk about when you’ve finished admiring the baby, and asked after the mother’s health? Baby of course, nothing but baby, so here then is a book, not weighty, but full of information about past and present August children.
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