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For centuries, dragons have captured our imaginations, 


guarding troves of treasure, and breathing out fire. They appear  


in many myths and legends from around the world, some soaring through 


the air on scaly wings, some lurking in caves underground and some 


diving the depths of the seas and oceans.


While there is, sadly, no such thing as a fire-breathing dragon, 


there are still dragons alive today in the animal kingdom. One of them 


can even fly. They live on the land and in the sea. Many have their own stories 


attached to them, often explaining how they came upon their dragon names. 


This book brings together the stories of ten real-life dragons, 


with fascinating facts mixed with some folklore. There are also tales 


of how these extraordinary creatures were discovered, and about 


their adaptations for surviving in the wild.


It’s time to set off on the wildlife safari of a lifetime. 


ENTER IF YOU DARE!
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KOMODO Dragon


Name: Komodo dragon



Scientific name: 



Varanus 


komodoensis


Type of animal: Reptile



Diet: Deer, wild pigs, water buffalo,  



carrion, baby Komodo dragons


Length: Up to 1.8 m (female); 



up to 3 m (male)


Weight: Up to 165 kg



Found in: Komodo, Rinca, Motang, 



Nusa Kode islands, Indonesia


Habitat: Dry forest and grassland



Strong, bowed 


legs with curved, 


sharp claws


Tough, scaly, 


skin for protection 


and camouflage


Forked tongue for 


detecting smells 


in the air


Thick muscular tail for balance 


when running and as


 


a paddle when swimming


Jaws lined with long, 


serrated teeth
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Swinging its head slowly from side to 


side, a huge, armour-plated creature prowls 


along a rocky beach. As it wanders along, 


it flicks its long tongue in and out. It looks 


as if it has stumbled straight out of the 


world of the dinosaurs. In fact, this 


extraordinary reptile is a Komodo dragon, 


the biggest, heaviest lizard on Earth.
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Experts believe that the ancestors 


of Komodo dragons first lived around 


100 million years ago. But it wasn’t 


until the beginning of the 20th century 


that European scientists were able 


to confirm that they existed at all. 


For hundreds of years, sailors 


had told stories about real-life, 


fire-breathing dragons, living on 


a few tiny islands in Indonesia. 


They even reported that these dragons 


could fly. Fascinated by these tales, 


a Dutch officer, Lieutenant van Steyn 


van Hensbroek, decided to investigate. 


A few days after landing on Komodo


Island, Indonesia, he shot a dragon 


and sent the skin to a scientist on 


the nearby island of Java. The scientist 


studied it carefully and declared that 


the animal was a massive monitor 


lizard. It couldn’t fly and it didn’t 


breathe fire, but the dragon name 


stuck, nevertheless.


News of the discovery spread quickly, 


and excitement grew. But, so far, the 


only dragons available to study were 


dead ones. A live specimen was badly 


needed. So, in 1926, American 

















































































OEBPS/images/cover.jpg



































