



[image: ]







Contents


WELCOME*


FOCUS*


LONDON*


EDINBURGH*


BARCELONA & MADRID*


FEATURE*


MELBOURNE*


NEW YORK*


FEATURE*


FOCUS*


LIMA*


FEATURE*







WELCOME*



BY JOEL HARRISON & NEIL RIDLEY


[image: illustration]


A word often used, but rarely acted out. A throwaway greeting at a check-in desk, or printed on a doormat. But what does “welcome” really mean? It means a warm smile on arrival, attentive staff and attention to detail. It means home-from-home, a place to let your hair down and relax. It means to be wanted, appreciated and accepted.


And this is what this book is all about. It is a book inspired by smiles and soundtracked by laughter, with a backdrop of the clinking of glasses and the chitter-chatter of conversation. It is a book rooted in hospitality, where the house pours are conviviality and cordiality.


In this book we aim to take good cheer and amplify it.


“Nobody goes to a bar for a drink. You go for the experience.”


— JARED BROWN, DRINKS HISTORIAN & MASTER DISTILLER, SIPSMITH GIN


Over the past decade working as professional drinks writers, we have been fortunate enough to travel the world, experiencing drinking cultures far and wide. In that time, we have sipped cocktails and downed beers in places that have made us feel totally at home, despite being thousands of miles away. We have met incredible people who have dedicated their lives to the art of hospitality – the bartenders themselves who are at the beating heart of any great bar – and we have shared spirits with those who own, make and promote some of the best-known drinks in the world.


Here, we add our own experiences to those of over 100 industry professionals, distilling the world of drinking down into this book; curating a list of over 550 tried-and-tested venues from all corners of the earth* where you’ll be truly welcomed, where you’ll feel simply at home.


So, welcome. In the truest sense of the word. We hope to see you at the bar of some of these establishments, and if you visit, let us know on Twitter or Instagram @WorldOfSpirits


Cheers!




It is a book inspired by smiles and soundtracked by laughter, with a backdrop of the clinking of glasses and the chitter-chatter of conversation.





________________________


*Before anyone says we missed an entire continent... If you fancy heading to arguably the world’s remotest bar, make it the tiny Faraday bar at the Vernadsky Research Station on the Antarctic Peninsula. Built by the British and now owned by Ukraine, it has just seven seats, where you can enjoy shots of home-distilled vodka, wine and beer for around $3. As experiences go, this has to be one of the most extreme, but surely one of the most life-changing. Now, to ask for ice, or not...
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Authors Joel Harrison and Neil Ridley
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Ali Burgess knows a few things about awards. His first bar, Happiness Forgets in East London’s Hoxton Square, has featured consistently in the World’s 50 Best Bars list since 2012. Another buzzy East End outlet, Original Sin (originalsin.bar) has followed, along with a bistro, Petit Pois (petitpoisbistro.com), all of which should keep the affable Mr Burgess busy. Check his instagram feed @AliLovesADrink and you’ll find him off somewhere exotic, always on the lookout for his next awesome flavour discovery.


Where do you drink when you’re off duty?


Sager + Wilde, Hackney Road, London. I really love wine and it’s a place where I can completely relax and not worry about how the drink will come out or how good it will be. Right now, I am also a huge fan of Joyeux Bordel (joyeuxbordel.com) and DandeLyan in London.
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