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      Frankie vs The Pirate Pillagers

      Frankie vs The Rowdy Romans

      Frankie vs The Cowboy’s Crew

      Frankie vs The Mummy’s Menace

      Frankie vs The Knight’s Nasties
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      To my mum Pat, who encouraged me to do my homework in between kicking a ball all around the house, and is still with me every step of the way.
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      Welcome to a fantastic fantasy league – the greatest football competition ever held in this world or any other! 

       

      You’ll need four on a team, so choose carefully. This is a lot more serious than a game in the park. You’ll never know who your next opponents will be, or where you’ll face them. 

       

      So lace up your boots, players, and good luck! The whistle’s about to blow! 

       

      The Ref 
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              CHAPTER 1
            

          

        

      

      Frankie stood in front of the marble statue. He checked the question on his sheet.

      “Who ruled the Roman Empire in 60 AD?”

      He read the little card on the wall.

      The Emperor Nero (ruled 54-68 AD).

      Wow! he thought. That’s nearly two thousand years ago!

      He wrote the answer: ‘Nero.’

      Frankie heard the shuffle of footsteps and turned to see Charlie dragging his feet along the ground. He was carrying his clipboard in his hands.

      “The museum is the most boring place in the universe,” said Frankie’s friend.

      “More boring than Maths lessons with Ms Brown?” asked Frankie, grinning.

      “OK, the second most boring place,” said Charlie. “I can’t believe they cancelled football practice for this.” He flopped onto the bottom step of a set of stairs, tossed the clipboard aside, and rested his chin in his gloved hands. Frankie saw Charlie had filled in some of the answers, but not many.
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