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You are invited to join us on a 


 


VIP TOUR VIP TOUR 



  



OF THEOF THE



  



 BOTANIC GARDEN! BOTANIC GARDEN!



You will explore glasshouses and plant nurseries behind the 


scenes to discover everything that goes on to maintain this beautiful 


garden. You’ll also access all areas to see horticulturists, garden 


designers, scientists, apprentices, students and volunteers working 


hard to keep the garden running and making important 


discoveries that will help plants and fungi thrive across the world. 


We look forward to welcoming you,


Dear ....................................................................,
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Welcome to the Botanic Gardens


As you come through the turnstiles you can already see and smell colourful flower beds 


and hear the buzzing of bees. Many people are lining up to buy tickets for the botanic 


garden. Help yourself to a map – you’ll need it to find your way around. There are 


volunteers here to answer questions and give people directions. 


Let’s begin the tour!


TICKETS


WELCOME
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Flower Beds and Borders


Now your senses are being bombarded! You can see many bright 


flowers, smell their fragrance and the scents of herbs and hear birds, 


insects and other visitors. Long borders bursting with a wide variety 


of plant life stretch alongside the pathway. 



These volunteer gardeners are busy weeding 


the borders. This is an important job that 


needs to be done every day to stop weeds 


spreading and taking over the beds.


A garden designer is working here to plan a new flowerbed. She 


thinks about the various colours of plants that will grow together 


here and what patterns she can create. Opposite, or complementary, 


colours look best alongside each other, such as yellow and purple. 


She also thinks about the structure of the bed and includes plants 


that will grow to different heights and shapes. 


peony


Paeonia
















What is pollination? 


Pollination is one way that plants reproduce, or make more 


of themselves. Flowers contain pollen. When this pollen is taken 


to another flower of the same type, it fertilises egg cells in the plant 


to make new seeds. Insects, animals, birds, humans and even the 


wind can carry pollen from plant to plant to make this happen.


All of the plants here are labelled with their common name and scientific 


name. The scientific name is in Latin. It’s used all over the world to make 


sure plants are labelled accurately in a way that everyone will recognise.


The dark compost on the beds is called mulch. 


Mulch helps to stop weeds growing and it keeps 


the soil moist, but not waterlogged. In winter it can 


also stop frost from damaging the plants. Mulch is 


made at the compost centre, which you’ll visit later!
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