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Through the centuries, much has been written of the strange and 


fabulous beasts that inhabit the far reaches of our world. Legends tell 


of terrifying creatures with human faces and savage jaws; of spine-


chilling monsters that lie in wait for unwary travellers; of enormous 


water serpents that rise up from the deep; and of majestic bird-beasts 


that soar across the skies. 


What exactly are these magical creatures so often dismissed as 


“nonsense” yet clearly visible to those who dare to see? In my long 


career as a monster hunter, I have crossed frozen mountain ranges, 


searched vast and barren deserts, and ventured to the murky ocean 


depths in search of evidence. However, as you will see, fantastic 


beasts are to be found in the most ordinary of places too. 


As all monster hunters know, the writings of ages past must be 


studied carefully for clues. It is clear that some legendary creatures, 


such as the ferocious Minotaur or the headless giants known as the 


Blemmyes, are now extinct. I also discovered that some creatures 


assumed to be “mythical” – for example, the fearsome Cerberus of 


Greek legend or the terrifying bogeyman that stalks the dreams of 


children – are anything but imaginary…


Within these pages, you will find astonishing evidence gathered from 


around the world. Magnificent claw specimens, dagger-sharp teeth 


and shimmering scales from a variety of beasts are all displayed, 


along with the remarkable tales of how they came to be found. 


I hope this book will show you that within the natural world all  


is not what it seems. It is up to each of us to open our eyes, to look 


beyond the ordinary and to discover the extraordinary.  


S.A. Caldwell


 


The Ancient Guild of Beast Research
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LOOK AROUND YOU, FOR THE WORLD TEEMS 


WITH AN ABUNDANCE OF INCREDIBLE BEASTS! 


RARELY SEEN AND TOO OFTEN DISMISSED  


AS NONSENSE, MONSTERS MAY BE FOUND  


IN THE MOST ORDINARY AND  


EXTRAORDINARY OF PLACES. 
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This rugged mountain landscape,  


with its freshwater stream and  


wide open sky, is undoubtedly  


home to many fantastic beasts.


F


rom frozen mountain peaks to murky 


ocean depths, and from vast deserts to 


secluded forests, monsters make their homes 


in an astonishing variety of places. Fantastic 


beasts may be spotted in the most ordinary of 


situations too, for they inhabit the woods, rivers 


and skies around us. However, to catch sight of 


a monster is still a rare and wonderful thing; 


only those who truly open their eyes will be 


lucky enough to ever glimpse one. 


Monster Variety


Like creatures of the natural world, a monster’s 


body features are perfectly suited to its habitat. 


For example, the majestic griffin – part eagle 


and part lion – makes its home in mountainous 


regions. This sure-footed beast is able to 


clamber nimbly over rough ground, though is 


equally at home soaring through the skies in 


search of jewels and other treasures.  


In Australia, the man-eating bunyip has  


nostrils on top of its head, allowing it to lurk 


just beneath the surface of swamps and creeks. 


This beast’s long curved tusks are vital for 


hauling its heavy body on to dry land, as well  


as for “hooking” unfortunate passers-by.
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These beast tracks from around the world include 


the clawed footprints of a baby snow dragon 


(bottom right) and the unmistakable jungle track 


of a man-eating manticore (right centre).


A troll’s woodland lair


A dragon’s desert shelter
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1.   Bigfoot – North America and Canada 



2.  Bogeyman – North America and worldwide



3.   Sea serpent of Cape Ann – Massachusetts,  



North America


4.   Zombie – Haiti and worldwide



5.   Chupacabra – Puerto Rico and other parts  



of the Americas


6.   Kraken – North Atlantic Ocean



7.   Loch Ness Monster – Scotland



8.   Kelpie – Scotland and northern Europe



9.   Gryndylow – Great Britain and northern Europe



10.   Black Dog – Great Britain and worldwide



11.   Troll – Scandinavia and worldwide



12.   Garm – Norway



13.   Harpies – Southern Europe



14.   Cockatrice – Europe 



15.   Dragons – Europe, Asia and worldwide



16.   Scylla – Strait of Messina (between Italy and Sicily)



17.   Sirens – Mediterranean islands



18.   Gorgon – Unidentified Mediterranean island



19.   Minotaur – (Ancient) Greece



20.  Hydra – Greece



21.   Cerberus – Greece 


22.  Hippogriff – Greece and mountainous  



regions worldwide


23.  Griffin – Greece and mountainous regions worldwide



24.  Chimera – Turkey and Greece



25.  Ammut – Egypt



26.  Roc – African plains



27.   Vampires – Eastern Europe and worldwide



28.  Werewolf – Russia and worldwide



29.  Yeti – The Himalayas



30.  Manticore – Asian jungle regions  



31.   Nue – Japan



32.  Yowie – Australia



33.  Bunyip – Australia



As with animals of the natural world, some 


beasts are found only in certain regions, 


while others have adapted to live in many 


different environments. This map shows 


where in the world particular beasts are 


most commonly observed, although these 


creatures may well have spread to other 


areas. For example, the majestic hippogriff 


almost certainly has its roots in ancient 


Greece, though different species may be 


found in North Africa and the Americas.
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