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Introduction






How can English help you in your everyday life and connect you to the exciting and challenging world in which we live? In Checkpoint we encourage you to connect to this world by thinking and reflecting as you learn.


We have provided topics for a variety of different interests, from living in remote areas to using social media and making business plans. You will have the opportunity to use the new language that you learn to share ideas and learn from others too. This will help you to become confident and fluent in English. The language and the skills that you learn will also help you in other subjects.


Checkpoint therefore helps you to access your world and to stay connected to it. Be the best that you can and become a responsible and thinking citizen of the world.


Enjoy your learning experience!


Daphne Paizee and Fiona Macgregor




How to use this book


To make your study of Cambridge Lower Secondary World English as rewarding as possible, look out for the following features when you are using this book.
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•  These aims show you what you will be covering in the unit.
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PRACTISE


Activities that help you to put new skills, information and knowledge to practical use.
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Try this


These questions help you to develop skills, knowledge and comprehension.
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF


These are more demanding tasks or tasks that help you to practise a wider range of skills.
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Self check


Summary questions or tasks that occur at the end of each unit.
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Do you remember?


These provide a quick recap on earlier grammar points and may sometimes include a question.
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What can you do?


This provides an end-of-unit checklist of key content.
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[image: ] LET’S TALK


These tasks provide opportunities for more free discussion.
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DID YOU KNOW?


These contain interesting information or facts.


[image: ]












[image: ]


HINT


Useful points to note or help with an activity.
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This book contains lots of activities to help you learn. Most of these have symbols beside them to help you know what type of activity they are.
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Signals a listening activity, along with an audio track reference.
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Signals a speaking activity (these are different to the Let’s Talk boxes, which are freer discussion tasks that usually occur towards the end of a unit).
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This tells you that content is related to another subject.


[image: ]


This tells you that the activities and text relate to the end-of-unit project in Unit 9.
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There is a link to digital content at the end of each unit if you are using the Boost eBook.


At the end of this book you will find some additional features to help you while you study.




	
•  The glossary is a list of some words you might not have encountered before, or words that are specific to one of the units you will be studying. If you want to check the meaning of a word you come across in this book, check the glossary. If it’s not there, use a dictionary.


	
•  The grammar section includes all the grammar points you will learn throughout this book. It is arranged in alphabetical order so you can find everything easily.


	
•  Check the punctuation chart to remind yourself how to use punctuation accurately in your own writing. This chart will help you understand different forms of punctuation and how to use them properly.


	
•  The pronunciation word bank is a list of interesting words that appear in this book. You might not have heard some of these words before. Listen to the Audio list of these words to learn to pronounce them properly. Read the words as you listen.


	
•  At the back of the book is a list of books you might like to read for enjoyment. Reading is a great way to relax, to use your imagination, and to learn about new people, places and things. Most of all – it’s fun!





Enjoy your learning journey.















1 Talking the talk
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In this unit you will:




	
•  listen to a radio interview, a song and a podcast about speaking English


	
•  talk about being bilingual and speaking different languages


	
•  read infographics about English, a personal anecdote about language and stories about language mix-ups


	
•  write a narrative essay and design a poster


	
•  use pronouns, the second conditional, and various question forms to discuss language.
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How many different types of English are there in the world? How do you greet your friends and family?










Speaking and listening




My home language
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1  Work in your group. Talk about the graphics and the questions on the opposite page.



	
a  How many people in your group speak English at home?


	
b  What other languages does each family speak at home?


	
c  Which language do you like to speak best? Can you explain why?
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2  Listen to Manuela talk about her family in Audio 1.1.

As you listen, find the answers to these questions.




	
a  What languages does Manuela speak?


	
b  Who speaks English in her family?


	
c  What is her abuela’s attitude towards speaking English?


	
d  When does her father speak French?


	
e  Why does her brother want to learn English?
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That’s me, Manuela, with my abuelo, my abuela, my parents and my brother











Vocabulary
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PRACTISE


Have a dialogue with your partner. Ask each other questions about what languages you speak. Use this question frame to help you.


Question: What languages do you speak?


Answer: I speak …


Question: Do your parents also speak …?


Answer: Yes/no, they speak …


Question: What other languages would you like to learn?


Answer: I would like to learn …
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HINT


‘Abuela’ is the Spanish word for ‘grandmother’ and ‘abuelo’ is the word for ‘grandfather’.


Can you say ‘grandmother’ and ‘grandfather’ in any other languages?
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Try this


Can you match these phrases to their meanings in the speech bubbles?


Mother tongue


Second language


Foreign language
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Speaking and listening





[image: ] Listen to a radio interview



Listen to Audio 1.2, a radio programme about bilingual people and the benefits of speaking more than one language. The interviewer is speaking to Leonie Applegate, a language researcher who specialises in bilingual studies.
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Discuss the radio programme in your group. Choose the correct answer in brackets to complete each sentence.




	
1  Bilingual means (speaking two languages/having more than one official language/living with a lingual).


	
2  Around the world, more than (40/60/80) per cent of people are bilingual.


	
3  Most countries have (one/two/more than one) official language.


	
4  Speaking fluently means (speaking the language Fluent/being able to express yourself in a language without difficulty/speaking two languages).


	
5  If you speak another language you (can get a job/begin to understand another culture/think differently).


	
6  Bilingual people have denser brain tissue, because they (are cleverer than monolingual people/have to work very hard to think/have to continually filter out one language in order to use the other).







[image: ]



Leonie discusses bilingual learning with the interviewer
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DID YOU KNOW?


Bi- means two, and mono- means one. So, bilingual means a person speaks two languages and monolingual means a person speaks only one language. What do you think being trilingual means?
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PRACTISE




	
1  Work with a partner. Use these structures, and your new vocabulary, to make sentences about speaking other languages.

If I spoke Spanish/Arabic/French, I would be …


If we spoke another language, we would …


If I was fluent in …, I would …





	
2  Now write down three sentences of your own, using those structures.


	
3  Practise saying these words out loud. Make sure you emphasise the correct syllable (underlined). Then learn to spell the words.

benefit


bilingual


monolingual


language


culture


fluent
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Being bilingual
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DID YOU KNOW?


Not everyone speaks about the world in the same way. In Russia, there are different words for blue. Light blue is seen as a completely different colour from dark blue. The Inuit people in Alaska have over 50 words for snow, from ‘snow that is falling softly’ to ‘snow that is good for driving a sled on’.
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[image: ] LET’S TALK


What other languages do you speak? Discuss this in your group.




	
•  What is your home language, or mother tongue?


	
•  Are you bilingual? Which two languages do you speak?


	
•  Do you ever mix up words in the two languages? Why or why not?


	
•  Do you speak about different topics in different languages? For example, do you express emotion in one language, but talk about school in another?


	
•  Is the language you speak at home different from the one you speak outside the home? Why is that?
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In your group, talk about these photographs.




	
•  Describe the colour of the sea. What colour is the sky? Are you sure?


	
•  What colour is the snow? Is it only one colour?


	
•  What words do you know in other languages to describe the colour of the sea, the sky and the snow?





Make a list in your group, then compare your group’s list with the rest of the class.
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF


Read the paragraph below. Fill in the gaps using words from the box. (You can use some words more than once.)
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Mother tongue


Russian


Polish


English
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My __________ __________ is __________, but my cousins are Polish, so I also speak __________, and we live in London, so we also speak __________. When I talk to my cousins in English, I will sometimes use __________ words, but never Polish words. When I speak to my aunt in Polish, I never introduce __________ words, because she doesn’t understand them. I don’t have to think about this, it just comes naturally!
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Use of English




Pronouns
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Do you remember?


Pronouns replace nouns, so you don’t have to keep repeating the noun. For example:
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My French teacher comes from Dijon. She also speaks Italian.


My uncle, my aunt and all my cousins speak Mandarin because my uncle worked in Dailan. They speak Mandarin when they don’t want us to understand what they are saying!
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Subject pronouns are I, he, she, it, you, we, they.


Object pronouns are me, him, her, it, you, us, them.
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My French teacher comes from Dijon. She speaks French and also Italian
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PRACTISE
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1  Can you find the pronouns in this paragraph? Write them down.
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My mother is from Switzerland, where they have four official languages, and she speaks two of them fluently. That has been a huge advantage to her. Speaking another language is a good way to begin to understand another culture.
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2  Complete these sentences by filling in the correct pronoun. (You can look at the list in the ‘Do you remember?’ box if you need some help.)



	
a  __________is never too late to learn a new language.


	
b  ‘It gives __________a whole new perspective,’ __________said.


	
c  They speak Portuguese, when __________don’t want __________to understand what __________are saying!


	
d  My brother lives in Iraq, but __________doesn’t speak any of the local languages.


	
e  My family is trilingual; __________speak three languages at home.
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Demonstrative and indefinite pronouns


Demonstrative pronouns point out a specific person or thing. For example: this, that, these and those.
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Please listen to the podcast. Please listen to this.


Remember this: if you can speak another language, it has great benefits.
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Demonstrative pronouns also express contrast between




	
•  people and things that are near – this, these


	
•  people and things that are far away – that, those.
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PRACTISE




	
1  Identify the demonstrative pronouns in these sentences.



	
a  This is not the way we do things in our house.


	
b  Put that away – you don’t need it.


	
c  The languages I wanted to learn are these: Spanish, Italian and French.


	
d  Which of those do you want?








	
2  Now add the correct demonstrative pronoun to these sentences. Choose from:
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this


that


these


those
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a  Take __________to your grandmother; she’s been looking for it.


	
b  Being able to speak fluently – __________is all I want!


	
c   __________is a story we tell in our family, about my grandfather.


	
d   __________are not good translations. Here, let me help you.
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Indefinite pronouns refer to people in a general way. They are indefinite in number.


For example: some, one, anyone, someone, everyone, no one.
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Everyone can speak their home language.


No one in my family can speak French.
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PRACTISE


Identify the indefinite pronouns in these sentences.




	
1  She doesn’t speak any other languages.


	
2  Anyone can speak their home language.


	
3  The one who looks like my mum speaks Spanish.


	
4  The other one does not speak English at all.
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When my grandfather came to America, his English was not very good. Listen to the anecdote about his visit to the doctor
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF


Listen to Audio 1.3, a podcast about speaking another language.




	
•  Explain to your partner why this story makes the family laugh.


	
•  Draw a cartoon of the story, using speech bubbles for the words the young man says, and the doctor’s words.


	
•  Your cartoon should have only three frames, so choose which aspect of the story to represent in each frame.
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Reading





[image: ] English speakers abroad



Sometimes even English speakers don’t understand each other!




	
•  Have you spoken to English speakers from other countries?


	
•  Did your English sound the same? What was similar?


	
•  What was different? Think about your accents, different vocabulary or the way sentences are put together.





Read about a young actor’s trip to Italy, with fellow English-speakers. As you read, think about these questions.




	
•  What version of English do you speak?


	
•  What are the special English words that you and your friends use?


	
•  Are they different from the words you use in class?
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Last year, I travelled with a team of actors around Italy, in a van, going from school to school, putting on plays in English. It was a very interesting experience – not just because we were English-speakers in a country where not everyone speaks English, but because we all spoke different versions of English too! I’m from England, Ava and Stella were from America, and Nick was from Australia. This led to some odd moments of misunderstanding. We didn’t always understand one another!


‘Ava, will you pass the biscuits please? They’re in the glovebox.’


‘The what? You mean the cookies?’


‘Yes, please.’


‘Where are they, did you say?’


‘There – in the glovebox!’


‘Oh you mean the glovie!’ Nick said.


At which Nick and Stella started laughing, and Nick said, ‘Watch out or you’ll have a prang!’


‘A what?’ we asked.


‘An accident, Pom!’


And so it went. Where I said flat, they said apartment. If I filled the van with petrol, they filled it with gas. I put our props in the boot and they opened the trunk to get our gear out. I went up in the lift and they came down in the elevator. The one who had the most fun was Nick, laughing all the time as he listened to us all trying to understand each other.
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Here’s Nick putting our luggage in the boot. Or, as Ava would say, putting our bags in the trunk
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And this is me getting away from them all, with my book
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Vocabulary and spelling


Read through the text again, carefully. Make a list of all the words that are British English, American English and Australian English. Create a table like this one in your notebook and add the words to the correct columns.








	British English

	American English

	Australian English










	biscuits

	cookies

	biscuits






	 

	 

	glovie









Can you think of any other examples of British, American and Australian English? Add them to your table.
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Try this


Listen while your teacher plays a recording of a song called ‘Let’s call the whole thing off’. It comes from a movie called Shall We Dance (1937), and the song was written by Ira and George Gershwin.


Your teacher will give you a copy of the song lyrics.




	
1  Identify six indefinite and demonstrative pronouns in the first verse.


	
2  Make a list of all the words that have different pronunciations.


	
3  Which of the pronunciations is closest to the way you speak English in your community?


	
4  Choose five of the words in your list. Write down how you would say the words in your own English accent.
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Present continuous tense
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Do you remember?


The present continuous tense describes an action that continues in the present (now). It uses this form:


am/is/are + ing (form of the verb ‘to be’ + present participle). For example:
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Which language are they speaking? They aren’t speaking Italian, that I know!


[image: ]








[image: ]








We can also use the present continuous in the passive voice. It uses this form:


am/is/are + being + participle (form of the verb ‘to be’ + past participle). For example:
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Before people only spoke one language in this country, but now other languages are being spoken too.
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PRACTISE


Use the correct continuous forms of the verbs to complete these sentences.




	
1  He (is pack/is packing) his clothes because he (is be going/is going) on holiday tomorrow.


	
2  I do not understand the language they (is speaking/are speaking). Are they (speaking/speak) Mandarin Chinese perhaps?


	
3  She (is being taught/are be taught) Spanish by her Spanish grandmother.
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Use of English




Second conditional


Discuss the answers to these questions with a partner.




	
1  How many languages do you speak?


	
2  What language do you speak at home?


	
3  Which languages are spoken in your community?


	
4  What language would you like to learn to speak? Explain why.





Now, working on your own, write down the answers to the questions above, in one paragraph.
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How many languages do you speak?
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Do you remember?


Do you remember the wishful sentences you made in Lesson 2?


If I spoke …, I would …


Now you are going to learn more about how to express your wishes.
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Second conditional clauses with ‘if’








	If clause

	Second clause










	If + simple past

	Would + infinitive without ‘to’






	If this thing happened

	Then this thing would happen too









We use the second conditional when we want to say the second thing will only happen if the first thing happens. For example:
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If I spoke French, I would live in Paris and become an artist.


If I visited China, I would go to a noodle shop as soon as I got off the plane!
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You can use the clauses in a different order too. For example:
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I would live in Paris, if I spoke French.
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PRACTISE


Complete these sentences with clauses starting with I / he / she / we / they / it would.




	
1  If I was fluent in Arabic, …


	
2  If we spoke the same language, …


	
3  If we were able to travel, …


	
4  …, if I was born in England.


	
5  If they moved to another country, …


	
6  If she spoke three languages, …


	
7  If I was bilingual, …


	
8  If we were travel journalists, …
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF


Make a wish list for your future. Use these forms, and make at least five wishes.


Write your wishes down. You could share them with a friend, if they are not too personal.
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More pronouns


Quantitative pronouns indicate an indefinite quantity – some, any, none, one, much, many, little, few. For example:
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You have so many books, may I borrow some?


You speak so many languages, will you teach me one?
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Reciprocal pronouns are used to show that people are doing the same thing. We use ‘each other’ to refer to two people and ‘one another’ to refer to more than two people. For example:
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Nick and Stella laughed at each other when they made mistakes.


The actors did not always understand one another because they spoke different forms of English.
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PRACTISE
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1  Make sentences with your partner. Offer your partner something. Let your partner accept or reject your offering, using the words some and any. Here are some examples.
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Jamail: Would you like some of my lunch?


Shafika: No thanks, I don’t want any.


[image: ]
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Peter: Do you want some of my language books to practise?


Andrew: Yes please, I would like some.
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2  Complete the paragraph by filling in the missing words. Use the words in the box, or your own choices.
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one


many


none


any


some


much


few
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I am going to travel next year. My parents offered me money, but I don’t want ____________ from them, I just don’t want to go with____________; I need just enough money to travel and speak different languages. I have learned a ____________. ____________ of them is Portuguese. ____________ say it is just like Spanish, but I don’t agree. There are some words that are the same, but not ____________.
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Reading




Travel tales


Have you ever made a mistake in another language? Most people who travel try and use the language of the country they are travelling in. Sometimes this can lead to very funny mistakes. Talk about this in your group.




	
•  Have you ever made a mistake when speaking another language?


	
•  How did the people you were talking to respond?


	
•  Sometimes not understanding like this is called a ‘language barrier’. Why do people use the word ‘barrier’?





Read these stories about people making language mistakes, and the funny reactions they got from the local speakers of the language.






[image: ]


Travel tales


I’m a language teacher and I love travelling and blogging about my experiences. During my travels I often hear funny stories about language mistakes. This story I’ve heard many times as a language teacher. It has apparently happened in Indonesia, in Mexico and in Spain, so I suspect that it is an urban legend or urban myth. My favourite version is one with a man travelling in a taxi in Indonesia.


It is swelteringly hot, and the taxi has no air conditioning. The man gestures the driver to please open the window and says the word ‘celana’. The driver looks horrified. ‘Celana!’ he insists. The driver now seems outraged. The man is trying to say the word ‘celana’, when asking to open the window. But ‘celana’ means pants; the word for window is ‘gendala’. You can just picture the look on the driver’s face …!


Another funny story is the woman travelling in Paris, who was being followed by a stranger on the street. She turned around and shouted at the man: ‘Léchez-moi!’ He looked at her in horror and turned and left. When she told her family about it afterwards, they all started laughing. ‘What’s wrong?’ she asked. Her children kindly explained that what she should have said was ‘Laissez-moi!’ – ‘Leave me!’ – not ‘Léchez-moi!’ which means ‘Lick me!’


Returning to Indonesia, there was the expat who went to the hairdresser for the first time. She made the embarrassing mistake of confusing the word ‘rambut’ for hair, with ‘ramput’, meaning grass, and literally asked the hairdresser to just ‘Trim off a bit of the grass’.
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A beautiful Parisian street
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Vocabulary


Answer the questions.




	
1  Which of these is a good definition for an ‘urban legend’?



	
a  A story told about an urban area.


	
b  A story that is handed down from person to person.


	
c  A story that is not true, but is often repeated, so is believed by many to be true.








	
2  What does the man in Indonesia think he is saying, and what is he actually saying?


	
3  Why does the lady’s family in Paris laugh at her?


	
4  What is the Indonesian word for ‘hair’?


	
5  What is similar about all the stories?


	
6  The article uses different adjectives to describe how people responded to the language mishaps. Some of them are shown in the box below. Look up their meanings in your dictionary. Write down the meanings next to the word. Then make a sentence using that word. You can re-read the text to help you get a sense of the meanings of the words.
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embarrassing


outraged


horrified
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF


Create your own funny travel tale or ‘language barrier’ story that you could share with your class.
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Speaking and listening




Benefits of language learning
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1  Listen to Audio 1.4 about these five fantastic reasons to learn a new language. As you listen, tick off the five reasons on this list. Then put the reasons in the correct order in which they were mentioned.
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Learning another language actually makes your brain tissue denser (and that’s a good thing)!












	Improves memory

	Boast to your friends






	Connect directly

	Sharpens the mind






	Build a bigger brain

	Gain perspective






	Improves the first language

	Broaden your mind






	Live longer and prosper


	Advance your career






	Get a better job

	Deepen your connection
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2  Talk about these questions in pairs.



	
a  Why does bilingual brain tissue become denser?


	
b  What kind of diseases does this denser brain tissue delay?


	
c  What does the phrase ‘connect directly’ mean? Choose from this list.



	
•  Connect on the phone.


	
•  Speak to people in their own language.


	
•  Direct people to the connection.








	
d  Why do employers want bilingual employees?


	
e  How does learning another language ‘broaden your mind’?
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[image: ] LET’S TALK


In your group, discuss the list of great reasons to learn a new language.




	
•  Do you agree on the top five reasons?


	
•  Which other reasons on the list do you think are important, and why?


	
•  Which reasons mean the same thing? Cross them off the list.


	
•  Can your group agree on the top three benefits of bilingual learning? Write these down in your notebook.
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Writing
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Here’s an example of a language poster. Do you think it’s a good poster? Say why or why not
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF
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You are going to make a poster about the benefits of learning a second language. Think about the questions below.


Planning




	
•  What message do I want to communicate? Decide on one main idea. You can use one of the ideas from the first exercise, or your own idea.


	
•  What words and picture will communicate my message well?


	
•  What colours should I use?


	
•  Where do I want to put the words and the picture?


	
•  Can I use some of the new language I have learned in this unit?





Drafting




	
•  Design a rough draft of your poster in your notebook.


	
•  Show where the words and picture will be.





Revision


Read your draft carefully. Think of ways you can improve it, before you make a neat copy on poster paper. Ask yourself:




	
•  Is the picture clear and big enough?


	
•  Is my message coming through?


	
•  Are the words bold enough?


	
•  Do the colours suit my message?





Editing and presenting




	
•  Edit your ideas and ask a friend to check your language for errors.


	
•  Make a neat copy on your poster paper and display your poster in class.
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Write a narrative essay
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Try this




	
•  What are these bilingual signs saying?


	
•  Do you know the two languages on each sign?


	
•  How does the picture help you with the meaning?


	
•  Would you have understood the signs without the pictures?


	
•  Write the message on each sign in your home language.
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1  You are going to write your short narrative essay about something funny that happened, which involved a language miscommunication. Talk about your ideas with your partner. Start by making a mind map of your ideas. Use this outline to help you.
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2  Now write your essay in your notebook.



	
•  You should have at least three paragraphs – one to introduce the idea, another for the action or event, and a final paragraph to resolve what happened.


	
•  Follow the same revision and editing process as you did with your poster.


	
•  When you have made corrections, write out a neat copy to hand in to your teacher.
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Self check




	
•  Make sure you have three paragraphs. Each paragraph should have one main topic sentence and two or three supporting sentences.


	
•  Use demonstrative and indefinite pronouns in your essay.


	
•  Use the second conditional to help make the story funny, for example:

If only I spoke __________ this would not have happened!
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What can you do?


Read and review what you can do.




	
•  I can listen to a radio interview, a song and a podcast about speaking English.


	
•  I can talk about being bilingual and about speaking different languages.


	
•  I can read infographics about English, a personal anecdote about language, and stories about language mix-ups.


	
•  I can write a narrative essay and design a poster.


	
•  I can use pronouns, the second conditional, and various question forms to discuss language.





[image: ]












[image: ]


[image: ]


Now you have completed Unit 1, you may like to try the Unit 1 online knowledge test if you are using the Boost eBook.
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2 Room to live
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In this unit you will:




	
•  listen to texts about living spaces



	
•  listen to an argument about building homes cheaply and quickly


	
•  talk about spaces in which we live and compare them


	
•  read about how to declutter your own spaces


	
•  read about homes in the future


	
•  use verbs in the active and passive voice to express the present and the future


	
•  use adverbs to make comparisons and use prepositions before nouns and adjectives


	
•  complete a group project about designing a living space


	
•  write a report on the group project.
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Homes in an old town
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A house with a garden in a suburb
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Different types of homes in a big city
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A tent in the desert










Speaking and listening




Living spaces


We all have different spaces where we live. Some of us live in houses, others live in apartments. Some houses and apartments are big, others are small. Some of us live in cities or towns, and others live in the countryside.
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A small mobile home








Work in groups. Describe your home living space to your group. Try to do this in one sentence. For example:
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I live with my family in an old house with two bedrooms in the middle of a town.
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Look at the pictures and read the captions. Then listen to Audio 2.1, a short talk about living spaces. Read the definitions of words in the HINT box and make sure you understand these words.
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