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Introduction



The exam


The overall course assessment is worth 100 marks. This is made up of two parts: a question paper worth 80 marks and an assignment worth 20 marks. The question paper makes up 80 per cent of the total marks, with the exam being completed in 2 hours and 20 minutes. The assignment is worth 20 per cent. It is completed throughout the year and submitted to SQA around the end of March. The marks for the two parts are added together to give you a final award.


The question paper


The purpose of the question paper is to allow you to demonstrate the skills you have acquired and to reveal the knowledge and understanding you have gained from the topics studied throughout the course. The question paper will give you the chance to show your ability in describing, explaining, matching and evaluating a broad range of geographical information, as well as using a variety of maps and demonstrating proficiency in Ordnance Survey (OS) skills. Candidates will complete this question paper in 2 hours and 20 minutes. Questions will be asked on a local, regional and global scale. The question paper has three sections.


Section 1: Physical environments


This section is worth 30 marks. Candidates will answer a mixture of limited/extended response questions by using the knowledge, understanding and skills learnt throughout the course. In this section there is a choice. Candidates should answer either Q1: glaciation/coasts or Q2: rivers/limestone. This will be dependent on the topics taught at your school. Some topics you could be asked to answer questions on include Weather, Landscape formations within Scotland and/or the UK, Land use management conflicts and solutions. In this section you may also be examined on Ordnance Survey skills using a map.


Section 2: Human environments


This section is worth 30 marks. Candidates will answer a mixture of limited/extended response questions by using the knowledge, understanding and skills learnt throughout the course. Candidates should answer all questions in this section. Questions in this section are drawn from both the developed and the developing world. Some topics you could be asked questions on include Population (development indicators, population distribution, factors affecting birth rates and death rates), Urban (land use characteristics in cities in the developed world, recent developments in developed world cities, strategies to improve shanty towns) and Rural (changes in rural landscapes in both the developed and developing world). In this section you may also be examined on Ordnance Survey skills using a map.



Section 3: Global issues


This section is worth 20 marks, made up of two 10-mark questions. Candidates will answer a mixture of limited/extended response questions by using the knowledge, understanding and skills learnt throughout the course. In this section there is a choice of questions. Candidates should answer two questions from a choice of six. Your choice will be dependent on the topics taught at your school. The topics you will have to choose from are: Climate change, Natural regions, Environmental hazards, Trade and globalisation, Tourism and Health.


Types of questions


The main types of questions used in the paper are: Describe, Explain, Give reasons, Match, Give advantages and/or disadvantages and Give map evidence.


The assignment


The assignment will allow you to demonstrate your skills and knowledge of a geographical topic or issue of your choice. The assignment concentrates more on the examination of skills than the exam paper. It is worth 20 marks out of a total of 100 marks. Your assignment can be field work based where you go out and collect first-hand information or a classroom-based assignment where you use books, internet, articles etc. While you can collect information for your assignment in a group, you must process and analyse your information on your own.


Research stage


There are four main steps in the research stage of your assignment:





1  Choose a topic



2  Collect information



3  Process the information gathered



4  Describe and explain your findings





Evidence stage


When you have completed the research stage of you assignment, you will be required to write it up under exam conditions. You will have 1 hour to write up your findings. You should have produced two single sides of A4 or a single side of A3 paper, containing your processed information from your research, to help you write up your assignment. This will be written up at an appropriate time and submitted by a date set by SQA, usually before the end of March.


Some examples of assignment topics include:





•  comparison of the upper and lower courses of a river



•  urban land use study



•  comparison of environmental quality



•  impact of an earthquake or tropical storm



•  farm study.






What is covered in the National 5 Geography course?


The following information is taken from the National 5 course specification provided by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA).






	Section 1: Physical environments






	Weather







	Within the context of the United Kingdom:




•  the effect of latitude, relief, aspect and distance from sea on local weather conditions



•  the characteristics of the five main air masses affecting the UK



•  the characteristics of weather associated with depressions and anticyclones.










	Landscape types







	Within the context of two landscape types, selected from either:




•  glaciated uplands and coastal landscapes, or



•  upland limestone, and rivers and their valleys.




The identification and formation of the following landscape features (from two landscape types):





•  glaciated uplands – corrie, truncated spur, pyramidal peak, arête, u-shaped valley



•  upland limestone – limestone pavements, potholes/swallow holes, caverns, stalactites and stalagmites, intermittent drainage



•  coastal landscapes – cliffs, caves and arches, stacks, headlands and bays, spits and sand bars



•  rivers and their valleys – v-shaped valleys, waterfalls, meander, oxbow lake, levee.




Land uses appropriate to the two landscape types studied. The land uses should be chosen from:





•  farming



•  forestry



•  industry



•  recreation and tourism



•  water storage and supply



•  renewable energy.




In relation to one landscape type studied, candidates should be able to describe and explain:





•  the conflicts which can arise between land uses within this landscape



•  the solutions adopted to deal with the identified land use conflicts.















	Section 2: Human environments






	In the context of developed and developing countries:




•  social and economic indicators



•  physical and human factors influencing global population distribution



•  factors affecting birth and death rates.




In the context of urban areas:





•  characteristics of land use zones in cities in the developed world



•  recent developments in the CBD, inner city, rural/urban fringe in developed world cities



•  recent developments which deal with issues in shanty towns in developing world cities.




In the context of rural areas:





•  changes in the rural landscape in developed countries, related to modern developments in farming such as: diversification, impact of new technology, organic farming, GM, current government policy



•  changes in the rural landscape in developing countries related to modern developments in farming such as: GM, impact of new technology, biofuels.















	Section 3: Global issues






	Candidates should study two global issues from the following:






	Climate change







	


•  features of climate change



•  causes – physical and human



•  effects – local and global



•  management strategies to minimise impact/effects.









	Natural regions







	


•  description of tundra and equatorial tropical forest climates and their ecosystems



•  use and misuse of these environments by people



•  effects of land degradation on people and the environment



•  management strategies to minimise impact/effects.









	Environmental hazards







	


•  the main features of earthquakes, volcanoes and tropical storms



•  causes of each hazard



•  impact of each hazard on people and the landscape



•  management – methods of prediction and planning; and strategies adopted in response to environmental hazards.









	Trade and globalisation







	


•  world trade patterns



•  cause of inequalities in trade



•  impact of world trade patterns on people and the environment



•  strategies to reduce inequalities – trade alliances, fair trade, sustainable practices.









	Tourism







	


•  features of mass tourism and ecotourism



•  causes of/reasons for mass tourism and ecotourism



•  impact of mass tourism and ecotourism on people and the environment



•  strategies adopted to manage tourism.









	Health







	



•  distribution of a range of world diseases



•  causes, effects and strategies adopted to manage:







•  HIV/AIDS in developed and developing countries



•  one disease prevalent in a developed country (choose from: heart disease, cancer, asthma)



•  one disease prevalent in a developing country (choose from: malaria, cholera, kwashiorkor, pneumonia).















	Geographical skills






	The following skills will be assessed in contexts drawn from across the course:






	Mapping skills including the use of Ordnance Survey maps:







	


•  grid references (4/6 figure)



•  identification and location of physical and human features and patterns



•  measure distance using scale



•  interpret relief and contour patterns



•  use maps in association with photographs, field sketches, cross sections/transects.









	Extracting, interpreting and presenting numerical and graphical information which may be:







	


•  graphs



•  tables



•  diagrams



•  maps.










In addition to the above, the assignment will also cover research skills, including the fieldwork skills of:





•  gathering



•  processing



•  interpreting geographical data.





Maps and mapping skills


Some marks available in the question paper will be based on an Ordnance Survey map at a scale of either 1 : 50 000 or 1 : 25 000. The questions asked could be a mixture of knowledge and understanding and skills, particularly those relating to physical landscape, land use patterns and land use conflicts.


These questions are designed to test your mapping skills, which you will have been taught throughout your courses at both National 4 and National 5. Note that it is only at National 5 that these skills will be assessed in an external exam.


There are certain basic skills that you should have and that you should practise. You should be able to:





•  give four- and six-figure grid references



•  recognise symbols, although the OS maps will have a key



•  recognise contour patterns in describing physical landscapes



•  relate land use to the physical landscape



•  understand and use cross-sections



•  identify and locate physical and human features



•  measure distance using scale



•  interpret relief and contour patterns



•  use maps in association with photographs, field sketches and cross-sections/transects.





Mapping skills in internal and external exams


Questions in internal and external exams will ask you to give map evidence in support of your answers. Do this by using appropriate grid references to locate relevant features and refer to features on the map so as to show that you are actually using the map in your answer. It is advisable to give a number of grid references in your answer.


There may be a variety of questions that include requests for descriptions of landforms, features and patterns, identification of certain physical and human features, or your opinion based on map evidence on how various features interact with each other. When answering these questions you are combining your knowledge of these topics with mapping skills. The length of your answer and the detail given should be related to the number of marks available. By answering the question with examples from the map and using grid references, you should score high marks.


If you get to the end of an exam and find that you have some time left, go back to the map question and go over your answers, adding additional detail and evidence to any answers that may be a little short.


You may be asked to provide labelled diagrams, for example if asked to explain the formation of certain physical landforms that you have identified on the map.



Gathering skills


The skills that you should be able to demonstrate in the assignment include:





•  extracting information from maps



•  field sketching



•  measuring



•  recording information on a map (land use, location, distribution)



•  observing and recording (traffic/pedestrian flows, weather, environmental quality)



•  compiling and using questionnaires and interviews.





There may be other skills, such as taking photographs, that could be appropriate in some situations.


Processing techniques


The techniques that you should know about include:





•  classifying, tabulating and matrixing information



•  drawing graphs (bar, multiple bar, line, pie and scatter)



•  drawing maps (land use, location and distribution)



•  drawing cross-sections/transects



•  annotating or labelling maps, graphs, field sketches and photographs.





As with gathering techniques, there may be other techniques that you could mention, such as drawing pictograms, which might apply in certain situations and for which you would be given credit.


Some revision tips





•  Make sure you have a copy of the examination timetable and use this to work out a schedule for studying with a programme, which includes what sections of the syllabus you intend to study and when.



•  Try to avoid leaving your studying to a day or two before the exam. Also try to avoid cramming your studies on the night before the examination, especially staying up late to study.



•  Organise your notes into checklists and revision cards. One useful technique when revising is to use summary note cards on individual topics.



•  Make use of questions from past papers to test your knowledge of the topics and your exam technique. Go over your answers and give yourself a mark for every correct point you make when comparing your answer with your notes. If you work with a classmate, try to mark each other’s practice answers.



•  Practise your writing skills. Try to ensure that your answers are clearly worded. Try to develop the points which you make in your answer.



•  Practise drawing diagrams which may be included in your answers, for example, corries or pyramidal peaks.





Some tips for the exam





•  Make sure you know the examination timetable, noting the dates and times of your examinations. Give yourself plenty of time by arriving early for the examination, well equipped with pens, pencils, rubbers and so on.



•  Make sure that you have read the instructions carefully and that you have avoided needless errors such as answering the wrong sections.



•  Read the questions very carefully. If the question asks you to ‘describe’ make sure that this is what you do. If you are asked to ‘explain’ you must use phrases such as ‘due to’, ‘this happens because’, ‘this is a result of’. If you describe rather than explain, you will lose most of the marks for that question.



•  Use the number of marks as a guide to the length of your answer. For example, if a question is worth 4 marks then you should make four points. If it is worth 6 marks, then you should make six points.



•  Try to include examples in your answer wherever possible. If asked for diagrams, draw clear, labelled diagrams.



•  Try to avoid lists as, in general, only 1 mark would be awarded for a list answer.



•  If you are asked to explain the suitability of a development, such as an industrial estate or a housing area from an OS map, you can give both good and bad points.



•  If you have any time left at the end, use this time productively by going back over your answers and perhaps adding additional parts to your answer. This is especially helpful in Ordnance Survey map based questions.



•  One technique which you might find helpful is to think of all possible points to include before writing your answer. You can write these down in a list at the start of your answer. Then, when you start writing your answer, you can double check with your list to ensure that you have put as much into your answer as you can. It avoids coming out of the exam and being annoyed that you forgot to mention an important point.
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