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BCS4 TESS HENCHARD


South Mercia, April 2012


Dave’s hand is soft and warm against Tess’s cheek. With the tip of his finger, he traces the curve of her cheekbone, her eyelids, the smile lines around her mouth. Looking up, she can’t help but compare him to Alec; it’s not just the weight and the size of him but the way he is with her. He is present. Dave puts his thumb on her lower lip: Tess bites down and pulls him closer.


Afterwards, while the sweat cools on her skin, the guilt rushes in as it always does. Alec. Daisy. Dave’s wife, Dave’s kids. What frightens her the most is that the guilt lessens every time. It stopped feeling wrong a long time ago.


A lorry thunders past outside, sounding its horn, shaking the car and making them both jump. Dave hits his head on the car door; Tess stubs her toe on the handbrake and yelps.
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