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STOPPING TO SMELL THE ROSES







When you stop to notice, you realize
people are buried everywhere. Every
tourist destination has a cemetery,
from New York City to Hong Kong to the Isle of
Iona. Some tourist destinations are tombs: the
Great Pyramids of Egypt or the Taj Mahal or the
Royal Mounds of Gamla Uppsala in Sweden,
for instance. There are permanent residents
in museums, houses of worship, ghost towns,
battlegrounds…even in national parks. You may
have already visited someone’s grave without
giving it a second thought, if you’ve been to Pom-
peii or Westminster Abbey or the USS Arizona
Memorial at Pearl Harbor.


Why would anyone go out of the way to
visit a graveyard intentionally? In addition to
the fascinating stories they contain, cemeteries
can be open-air sculpture parks full of one-of-
a-kind artwork. They provide habitats for birds
and wildlife, as well as arboretums and gardens
of surprising beauty. Cemeteries appeal to art
lovers, amateur sociologists, birdwatchers,
master gardeners, historians, hikers, genealo-
gists, picnickers, and anyone who just wants
to stop and smell the roses. Our relationships
with the places we visit can be deepened and
enriched by learning the stories of those who
came—and stayed—before us.


While 199 cemeteries may seem like a lot,
that number really just scratches the surface of
the possibilities of cemetery travel. I wanted to
spotlight beautiful places, because I think we
sometimes overlook beauty in our rush through
our day-to-day lives. I also wanted to focus on
historical sites, especially places where history
has changed in the telling over the years. I want-
ed to look at familiar stories and to remember
lesser-known people, knowing as I did that any
list of gravesites is idiosyncratic and reflects the
collector’s fascinations and eccentricities.


I tried to include as wide a range of locations
and cultures as possible, while being reminded
that permanent grave markers are a luxury not







everyone can afford—and not every culture
chooses to create permanent memorials to their
forebears. Sometimes I couldn’t find enough
information about a site to write an entry. Other
times, the graveyards were too fragile for visi-
tors. This book is by no means the final word on
funeral customs, because humans are so various
in their traditions. Hopefully, your curiosity will be
sparked and you’ll use this book as a jumping-off
place to learning more.


Rule number one about visiting cemeteries
is to be respectful. Don’t interrupt or impede
mourners. Even cemeteries that are closed to
new burials deserve to be treated like some-
thing precious and irreplaceable, because they
are. Just as you would when visiting a pristine
wilderness, take nothing but photographs. If you
find a grave marker that’s broken—or in danger
of breaking—let the grounds crew or office staff
know. Leave everything where you find it so the
next visitor can enjoy it as much as you have.


Whether you take a tour or follow a guide-
book or simply wander on your own, be aware
of your surroundings. Most graveyards are safer
than city streets, but if you feel unsafe, listen to
your intuition. I’ve never had any problems on
my cemetery travels, but I have seen rattlesnake
skins shed in the grass and roamed alone to some
pretty isolated spots. Stay alert.


There’s nothing like visiting a cemetery to
give you a little perspective, to remind you that
every day aboveground is a good day. I hope you
find some inspiration for your travels here. V
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Old Burying
Ground


Pepperell Road, Kittery Point, Maine
http://www.kitterypointucc.org/
church-history.html


In the mid-1600s, the British claimed large
stretches of Maine for timber to build ships.
The town of Kittery was organized overlooking
the Piscataqua River in 1647. Like many small
European outposts, the village struggled to protect
itself from local natives. For safety’s sake, the
region became part of Massachusetts in 1652.
That arrangement required every town in Maine
to provide a meeting house and a preacher.


Kittery’s First Congregational Church was
built in 1730. In addition to serving as a place of
worship, the church provided a stronghold against
Native American attacks, a weapons storehouse,
and the site of the village’s whipping post.


The graveyard stands across the street from
the church. The congregation built the stone wall







around it in 1733. The burying ground grew so
popular that the congregation began to charge
two dollars for a lot. Survivors were required to
bring enough dirt to cover the coffin.


Starting with 18th-century slate stones, the
Old Parish Burying Ground illustrates two and
a half centuries’ worth of gravestone trends.
Iconography spans from winged death’s heads to
apple-cheeked angels leaning their heads togeth-
er beneath a single crown. Later tombstones
are decorated with weeping willows or urns.
Most prevalent are Victorian-era marble tablets
adorned with flowers. Twentieth-century graves
are marked with polished granite blocks.


A black stone remembers the brig Hattie
Eaton, lost March 21, 1876 with a “crew of eight,
white and negro, and one stowaway.” Six of the
bodies went unclaimed, so the townsfolk buried
them here. The gravestone is engraved with a
storm-tossed ship.


The Old Parish Burying Ground is reckoned
one of the prettiest cemeteries in Maine. It was
added to the National Registry of Historic Places
in 1997. V







Overlooking the
Piscataqua River,
Kittery Point’s Old
Burying Ground
illustrates 250
years’ worth of
gravestone trends.
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Hope Cemetery


201 Maple Avenue, Barre, Vermont
http://vermonter.com/hope-cemetery


Granite is a relatively hard coarse-grained
rock formed in ancient volcanoes. It
varies in color from black to white to red.
Light-colored granite is mostly quartz, mixed with
feldspar and mica. It has been quarried in Vermont
since early in the 19th century. Barre, Vermont
calls itself the Granite Capital of the World.


Sixty-five-acre Hope Cemetery is a monument
to granite produced in Vermont, a veritable open-
air showroom of the craftsmanship of Barre’s local
stone carvers. Every monument in the graveyard is
hewn from granite quarried and carved locally.


Its nearly 11,000 monuments range from
angels and weepers to portrait sculpture







(including a bust appearing from the smoke of
the deceased’s cigar). There are planes, cars, and
pyramids, as well as an oversize soccer ball.


One touching monument features a young
woman cradling a man slumping backward, his
arms hanging limply. Stonecutter Louis Brusa
died in 1937 of silicosis, an illness caused by the
inhalation of granite dust. It’s said he wanted to
warn other stonecutters of the dangers.


Another stonecutter is remembered by a
life-size statue carved by his fellow artisans. Elia
Corti was accidentally shot at a riot provoked by
local anarchists in 1903. His statue wears a suit
and bow tie, staring pensively at the world with
his chin in his hand. He leans against a broken
column, symbol of a life ended too soon.


Another remarkable monument remembers
Mr. and Mrs. Halvosa. A double portrait carved
into an upright stone gives the impression that
they are sitting up against their beds’ shared
headboard. Gently arched stones form counter-
panes over their individual graves: like the old I
Love Lucy episodes, where Lucy and Ricky slept
in separate twin beds. The Halvosas are holding
hands and gazing at each other, a beautiful
tribute to love transcending death.


Hope Cemetery has become quite a tourist
attraction, especially in the autumn when the
leaves change color. V







This one-of-a-kind
monument was
commissioned to
honor a young man’s
hobby: auto racing.
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Old Dutch
Burying Ground


430 North Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, New York
http://visitsleepyhollow.com/historic-sites/
old-dutch-church


The Old Dutch Burying Ground is one of
America’s oldest cemeteries, last resting
place of Dutch tenant farmers, Revolution-
ary War soldiers, and namesakes of characters in
Washington Irving’s Legend of Sleepy Hollow.


Frederick Philipse, first lord of the nearby
manor, built this little church in 1685. The bricks
were shipped from Holland. The burial ground,
probably dating back to 1640, preceded its
church by two generations. Dutch settlers’ graves
cluster close around it. Even though the words







are Dutch, the epitaphs run in familiar patterns:
“Hier Leyt Begraven” for “Here lies buried.”


In the 19th century, Irving called the building
“The Old Dutch Church” and the name stuck.
His tale made use of names in the graveyard.
Although some of the red sandstone grave mark-
ers have flaked and slivered until none of







This 17th-century
church is surrounded
by the gravestones
of Dutch settlers and
soldiers who fought in
the Revolutionary War.
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Stonecutter
Elia Corti was
immortalized by his
brother sculptors
at Hope Cemetery
in Barre.
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This red sandstone
headstone remembers
a Dutch farmer. The
winged and crowned
face that adorns it is
called a soul effigy.







their inscriptions remain, there are Crane family
graves. Catriena Van Tessel, the namesake of
the farmer’s daughter in Irving’s Legend, died in
November 1706.


Many of the graves have little metal signs
placed by the Tarrytown DAR (Daughters of
the American Revolution—descendants of
Revolutionary soldiers). Only since the Ameri-
can centennial in 1876 have all soldiers of the
Revolutionary War—even foot soldiers—been
lionized as patriots worth remembering.


Even so, not all the figures in the graveyard
have a connection to history. The sandstone
marker belonging to James Barnerd is bright-
ened by a cherub with sagging jowls. Above
the cherub’s head floats something like a lotus
blossom, probably a tongue of divine fire. His
epitaph indicates that he was a sailor: “The







Boisterous Winds and Neptuns Waves have Tost
me too and fro. By Gods decree you Plainly See I
am Harbourd here Below.” Barnerd was 48 when
he “departed this life” in 1768. V
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African Burial
Ground National
Monument


Duane Street, between Broadway and African
Burial Ground Way, New York, New York
https://www.nps.gov/afbg/index.htm


The Dutch imported Africans to work as
slaves in 17th-century New Amsterdam,
now called Manhattan. Technically owned
by the Dutch East India Company, these Africans
could own property, be baptized, and marry.







When the British took over in 1664, slave laws
became more restrictive. The British imported
Africans from the present-day countries of
Cameroon, Ghana, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Nigeria, and Sierra Leone.


Originally located outside the city limits,
the 6.6-acre “Negros Buriel Ground” dates from
around 1697, when Trinity Church first forbade
burial of Africans in its churchyard. This was
the only graveyard for the African population
until the late 1700s. The dead were wrapped in
shrouds, placed in wooden coffins, and buried
with their heads pointing toward the west, the
direction of freedom. Some were buried with
beads or coins on their eyes.







The final part
of the African Burial
Ground National
Monument is architect
Rodney Leon’s
24-foot-tall Ancestral
Libation Chamber.
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During the Revolutionary War, the British
used this space as a graveyard for prisoners.
The burial ground closed officially in 1794. The
following year, building lots were developed and
sold. The burial ground was forgotten.


In 1991, when the United States General
Services Administration broke ground here for a
federal building, contractors discovered graves 16
to 25 feet below street level. Anthropologists esti-
mated that as many as 20,000 Africans had been
buried in an area now covered by five city blocks.
Parts of 419 skeletons were sent to Howard Uni-
versity in Washington, DC for forensic analysis.


In October 2003, those remains were placed
in coffins handmade in Ghana. They were accom-
panied to the monument site by dancers, singers,
and priests, and reburied in a traditional African
ceremony. President George W. Bush designated







the surviving fragment of the burial ground as a
National Monument in February 2006.


Currently, the National Park Service mans
an Interpretive Center in the Ted Weiss Federal
Building, located at 290 Broadway. This small
museum examines the history of Africans in the
colonial era. While one wall displays archaeo-
logical photographs of the gravesites, everything
tangible has been returned to the ground.


Behind the Federal Building lies the African
Burial Ground National Monument itself. Seven
small mounds cover vaults in which the remains
were placed. The site includes “The Circle of the
Diaspora,” a spiral map of the world surrounded
by African symbols and religious talismans from
many faiths. The final part of the monument
is the 24-foot black stone “Ancestral Libation
Chamber” designed by architect Rodney Leon. V







In this vintage
illustration, the
huge Gothic Revival
archway greets
visitors to Green-
Wood Cemetery.
Richard Upjohn, the
entryway’s architect,
also designed
Trinity Church in
Lower Manhattan.
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Green-Wood
Cemetery


500 25th Street, Brooklyn, New York
http://www.green-wood.com


It is the ambition of the New Yorker to live upon
Fifth Avenue, to take his airings in the Park, and
to sleep with his fathers in Green-Wood.


—New York Times, 1866







In 1838, Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery
followed the garden cemetery movement
pioneered in the United States by Cambridge’s
Mount Auburn. These burial grounds didn’t belong
to churches, but used the beauty of their landscap-
ing to attract clientele. Sightseers took trains from
Manhattan merely to walk Green-Wood’s twenty
miles of paths and admire its statuary, sit by its
fountains, and gaze at its views. In 1860 alone, the
cemetery pulled in half a million visitors: a tourist
attraction second only to Niagara Falls in all of
North America.
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The mausoleum of
Egyptologist Albert
Ross Parsons is an
Egyptian Revival
pyramid fronted by
statues of Christ
carrying a lamb, the
virgin and child, and
an adoring sphinx.







Green-Wood Cemetery occupies the site of
the first major skirmish of the Revolutionary War.
Battle Hill, the highest point in Brooklyn, takes
its name from the 1776 Battle of Long Island. At
the crest of the hill, a statue of Minerva, Roman
goddess of war, gazes across the harbor at the
Statue of Liberty. Minerva was sculpted by Fred-
erick Wellington Ruckstull, who also made the
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument in Queens.


When tourists came to see Green-Wood,
they treated themselves to souvenirs. Among
the mementos they took home were stereoview
cards: stiff cardboard cards mounted with a pair
of duplicate photographs. Slipped into a stere-
opticon viewer, the images magically became
three-dimensional. Over a thousand different
stereoview cards of Green-Wood Cemetery were
produced.







Green-Wood’s 478 acres contain the remains
of more than 560,000 souls. Buried at Green-
Wood are telegraph inventor Samuel Morse,
sewing machine inventor Elias Howe, toy mer-
chant FAO Schwarz, conductor Leonard
Bernstein, painter Jean-Michel Basquiat, stained
glass artist Louis Comfort Tiffany, Tammany
Hall leader Boss Tweed, and Civil War generals,
baseball legends, and more. Green-Wood offers
walking and trolley tours, historical reenact-
ments, and special events to draw attention to
some of its lesser-known residents.


Until the 20th century, Green-Wood was the
largest landscaped cemetery in the world. In
2006, the U.S. Department of the Interior named
Green-Wood Cemetery a National Historic Land-
mark. It is only the fourth cemetery in the nation
to receive this designation. V
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Minerva, Roman
goddess of war,
marks one of the sites
of the Revolutionary
War–era Battle of
Long Island. She was
sculpted by Frederick
Wellington Ruckstull.
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Mount Hope
Cemetery


1133 Mount Hope Avenue,
Rochester, New York
http://www.cityofrochester.gov/mounthope


On October 3, 1838, the Reverend Pharcellus
Church dedicated Mount Hope Cemetery
with the words, “We have come to conse-
crate a home for the dead in which they may rest
secure from the encroachments of industry and ava-
rice till the last trumpet calls them to a judgment.”


Many of the 5000 men from Rochester who
fought in the Civil War are buried here. Their
monument is inscribed with lines from Theodore
O’Hara’s poem The Bivouac of the Dead: “On
Fame’s eternal camping-ground, Their silent tents
are spread, And Glory guards, with solemn round,
The bivouac of the dead.”


Mount Hope is also the final resting place
of Frederick Douglass, who escaped slavery in
1838 and published an abolitionist newspaper in
Rochester from 1847 to 1860. A tireless fighter
for the rights of African-Americans, women,
Native Americans, and immigrants, Douglass
was the first African-American nominated for







vice president of the United States in 1872. He
authored three autobiographies.


When Susan B. Anthony began her crusade for
women’s rights in 1852, she was 33. Women had
no legal custody of their children. They could not
vote, inherit property, sign a contract, or be tried
by a jury of their peers, since women were prohib-
ited from serving on juries. Anthony was arrested
in 1872 after voting in the presidential election.
She died at the age of 86 in 1906. Women would
not be granted the vote for 14 more years.


After the 2016 presidential election, women
who voted for Hillary Clinton to become the first
female president came to leave their “I Voted”
stickers on Anthony’s gravestone. Mount Hope
stayed open late that night to welcome visitors
honoring Anthony’s legacy. V







Voting stickers
decorate Susan B.
Anthony’s gravestone.
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Hartsdale Pet
Cemetery


75 North Central Park Avenue,
Hartsdale, New York
http://www.petcem.com


At the end of the 19th century, New York
City banned burials of animals within its
city limits. Since it was illegal to bury
animals in human graveyards or public parks, the
only option when a pet died was to put its body
out with the trash.


In 1896, New York City veterinarian Dr. Sam-
uel K. Johnson allowed a client to bury a dog in
his apple orchard. Johnson eventually dedicated
three acres of his land to a cemetery for people’s
best friends.


Johnson welcomed people to bring their
deceased pets to his office on Manhattan’s 25th
Street, where they could purchase a zinc-lined
casket. Then they would travel 25 miles by train
to the quiet village of Hartsdale in Westchester
County, where Johnson’s apple orchard was
filling with monuments.


Animals buried in the cemetery range from
cats and dogs to horses, monkeys, rabbits, guin-
ea pigs, goldfish, iguanas, snakes, and parakeets.
Monuments vary from standard headstones to
portrait sculptures, stone doghouses and cat bas-
kets, and more. The oldest surviving monument
dates to 1899.







The most exotic animal is the lion Goldfleck,
“sincerely mourned by his mistress, Princess
Lwoff-Parlaghy.” She was a Hungarian artist who
bought a lion cub from Ringling Brothers Circus.
He lived with her at the Plaza Hotel until his
death in 1912.


Although the practice of interring humans
and animals together is illegal in the U.S., more
than 700 pet owners have chosen to have their
ashes interred with their companions. Several
share gravestones with their pets.


During World War I, thousands of dogs were
trained to locate wounded soldiers. Service dogs
have a monument at Hartsdale: a ten-ton boulder
of Barre granite, topped with a bronze statue of
a kerchief-wearing dog with a dented helmet at
his feet. Police, fire, and weapons-detection dogs
are also buried at the cemetery. V







The War Dog
memorial at Hartsdale
was designed by
Walter A. Buttendorf
and sculpted by
Robert Caterson
to honor the dogs
who served in
World War I. It was
unveiled in 1923 at a
ceremony attended by
representatives
of every nation
that fought in the
Great War.
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Granary Burying
Ground


Tremont Street, Boston, Massachusetts
http://www.cityofboston.gov/parks/hbgi/
Granary.asp


Established in 1660 to alleviate crowding at
King’s Chapel Burying Ground, the Granary
Burying Ground takes its name from a grain
storehouse that once stood nearby.


Perhaps as many as 8000 skeletons lay inside
this small patch of ground, which barely covers
two acres. One source estimates that as many







as twenty bodies lie beneath each tombstone.
Unfortunately, few of the 2345 tombstones mark
graves any longer. Around the dawn of the 20th
century, groundskeepers realigned the gravestones
to make it easier to mow between them.


The Granary Burying Ground is the final rest-
ing place of many of Boston’s Revolutionary War
patriots, including James Otis, who declared,
“Taxation without representation is tyranny”;
Robert Treat Paine, signer of the Declaration of
Independence and first Massachusetts Attorney
General; and victims of the Boston Massacre,
including Crispus Attucks.


Visitors commonly line up to be photo-
graphed beside the monuments of Paul Revere
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and Samuel Adams. Also in the graveyard stands
a monument to John Hancock. Legend says that
grave robbers stole his hand first, either because
they couldn’t remove his rings or because a col-
lector wanted the hand that signed the Declara-
tion of Independence. Hancock’s body may have
vanished during the restoration of his gravesite.


In the Granary Burying Ground, ornamenta-
tion on gravestones runs from awkward death’s
heads to anatomically correct skulls to cherubs
with portrait-like faces. These “soul effigies”







indicate a huge shift in Christian philosophy, from
the Puritan belief that only the Elect will rise to
Heaven to a general sense that all souls took
flight toward Heaven upon the body’s death.


Some of the gravestones can be traced to par-
ticular carvers, which demonstrates an advance in
how people valued graveyards. When tombstones
were acknowledged as works of art rather than
a necessary evil, artists claimed their designs.
Some carvers even autographed their stones.


The cemetery closed to new burials in 1879. V







The rediscovery of
Roman-era tombs
in Pompeii in 1748
inspired a fashion for
urns as graveyard
decorations. This
gravestone is an
early example.
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Mount Auburn
Cemetery


580 Mount Auburn Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts
http://www.mountauburn.org


As the first garden cemetery in the United
States, Mount Auburn represents a
paradigm shift. Following fashion set by
Père Lachaise in Paris and Highgate Cemetery in
London, Mount Auburn Cemetery liberated the
dead from the churchyard to rest in the beautiful
arms of nature.







Dr. Jacob Bigelow, foremost botanist in
New England, began the discussion of opening
a country cemetery in 1825. In 1830, the Mount
Auburn site—one mile from Harvard and four
miles from Boston—was chosen for its beauty. It
had hillocks and dells, valleys and promontories.







This 1914 stereoview
image of Mount
Auburn Cemetery
shows one of the
old ponds.
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Mary Baker Eddy
founded the Church
of Christ, Scientist
in 1879. Her Greek
Revival memorial
stands on the
shores of Halcyon
Lake at Mount
Auburn Cemetery.







With Bigelow’s assistance, the cemetery was
carefully designed to give impressions of both
space and privacy. Plantings were selected to
turn the cemetery into an arboretum of unparal-
leled loveliness.


When it opened in 1831, 72-acre Mount
Auburn Cemetery was the largest burial ground
in the United States. Mount Auburn has now
swelled to 175 acres.


A variety of maps and materials about the
cemetery are available at the entrance gate.
These include flyers that highlight a “Person of
the Week,” feature poetry by resident bards, or
aid in locating state champion trees.


The Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery
offer guided walking tours, slide lectures, and
special events at the cemetery. In addition
to visiting the celebrities buried there, the







Friends explore the history, horticulture, art,
and architecture of the cemetery. There are also
birdwatching tours.


With so many other things to see and do at
Mount Auburn, the graves serve as adornments,
not distinguishing features. Still, Mount
Auburn has been called the “Westminster Abbey
of America.” Its permanent residents include
Oliver Wendell Holmes; poets Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow and Amy Lowell, who won the
Pulitzer Prize for poetry; John Bartlett, compiler
of Familiar Quotations; publishers George H.
Mifflin, Charles Little, and James Brown; as
well as Dorothea Dix, who pioneered humane
treatment for insanity; painter Winslow Homer;
Julia Ward Howe, author of “The Battle Hymn of
the Republic”; and Mary Baker Eddy, founder of
Christian Science. V
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Forest Hills
Cemetery


95 Forest Hills Avenue,
Boston, Massachusetts
http://www.foresthillscemetery.com


Founded in 1848, 17 years after Mount
Auburn Cemetery, Forest Hills Cemetery
featured lovely artwork from the start.
Death and the Sculptor by Daniel Chester French
may be the most magnificent work of art ever
designed for a graveyard. The large bronze
combines relief work and statuary. Death is a
stern-faced matron dressed in Grecian robes and
a cowled cloak. She has wings, but doesn’t carry
a scythe or an hourglass. She merely reaches her
shapely arm out to touch the sculptor’s chisel.
He’s in the middle of carving a relief of the
sphinx, a reference to Martin Milmore, for whom
this monument was made. Milmore sculpted the
Sphinx at Mount Auburn.


French, who sculpted the monumental
figure seated inside the Lincoln Memorial in







Washington, DC, has six sculptures at Forest Hills.
His bronze Angel of Peace stands in a sun-struck
meadow, her powerful wings raised behind her.


Statues of permanent mourners stand atop
many of Forest Hills’ graves. These drapery-clad
graces pose in varying states of dishabille. One
has her flowing hair wound in a partial bun, as
if she’d been too distraught to fix it properly.
Elsewhere, Faith turns blind eyes upward as she
cups an anchor chain in her hands. Her gown,
caressing every curve, slides dangerously low
on both shoulders. Joyce Carol Oates, in her
introduction to David Robinson’s Saving Graces,
notes that these mourning statues behave “as if
grief were a form of erotic surrender.”


The cemetery also serves as a lovely arbo-
retum. The native trees tend toward pines and
evergreens. In the spring, drifts of forsythia bloom
in masses of sunny yellow. Flowering cherries and
apples contrast dark gray shoulders of rock.


Forest Hills Cemetery is the final resting
place of poets e e cummings and Anne Sexton,
playwright Eugene O’Neill, Revolutionary War
generals, suffragette doctors, as well as the Red
Scare martyrs Sacco and Vanzetti. V







Daniel Chester
French’s Death
and the Sculptor
features a gentle
female Death. She
holds poppies, to
symbolize sleep, in
her right hand.
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God’s Little Acre


Inside the Common Burying Ground,
Farewell Street, Newport, Rhode Island
http://www.colonialcemetery.com


In 1639, Newport was founded as a port and
shipbuilding center. Early in its history, New-
port participated in the transatlantic slave
trade. Thousands of Africans from the Gold
and Ivory Coasts were transported to Newport,
where they worked in the homes of merchants
and rum distillers. During Colonial times, one
in three families owned at least one servant.
Slaves made up a full third of the population.


Newport had a large, diverse African-
American community, including skilled profes-
sionals and artisans. Some of these highly skilled
slaves became Free Africans and chose to remain
in the area. They formed a benevolent society in
1780 to see to the burial of their fellows. Rhode
Island abolished slavery in 1784.


The graveyard predates that, however. Inside
the boundaries of the oldest public graveyard in
Newport—the Common Burying Ground—stands
God’s Little Acre, a burial ground set aside for
Colonial African-Americans. At one point, there
were as many as 300 markers, but most have
been stolen or vandalized. The earliest surviving
stones have death’s heads, later supplanted by







cherubs, some of whom have curly hair and
African-American features. Some headstones
use the words Negro, black, or servant, a euphe-
mism of the period for “slave.”


Many of the tombstones were carved
by Pompe “Zingo” Stevens, servant of local
stone-carver John Stevens. Zingo might possibly
be the first African-American artist in the United
States. Although he made stones for his wives,
Philis, Elizabeth, and Violet, and his brother,
Cufrie Gibbs, Zingo himself no longer has a
monument of his own. V







The gravestone of
Peg, a six-year-old
slave who died
in 1740.







12







Touro Jewish
Cemetery


Touro Street, Newport, Rhode Island
http://www.tourosynagogue.org/
history-learning/cemetery-literature


When fifteen Jewish families arrived
from Holland in 1658, they founded
the first Jewish colony in America
in Newport. The Touro Synagogue is the oldest
Jewish place of worship in North America. It was
designed by Peter Harrison, who also designed
King’s Chapel in Boston.


Land for the congregation’s graveyard was
purchased in 1677, which suggests an earlier







burial ground must have filled. This cemetery
stands up the hill from the synagogue. Its
Egyptian Revival gates were designed by Isaiah
Rogers, who designed the identical gates at the
Granary Burying Ground in Boston.


The Touro Cemetery has 100 known burials,
but only 40 stones survive. The earliest stones
still standing date to the 1700s. Throughout the
graveyard, inscriptions vary from Portuguese and
Spanish to Hebrew, Latin, and English.


Four obelisks mark the graves of the Touro
family, from whom the cemetery takes its name.
Patriarch Isaac was buried in Kingston, Jamaica,
but his widow lies here, along with their son
Abraham and daughter Rebecca and her husband,
Joshua Lopez. Judah Touro has the tallest obelisk.
He made a fortune in New Orleans, but donated
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money for the upkeep of the cemetery, including
paying for the fence and the Rogers gate to the
tune of $12,000. When he died in 1854, his body
was brought here to the family plot.


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote “The Jew-
ish Cemetery at Newport” the year of Judah Touro’s
death. His poem remarks on how the “Alvares and
Rivera interchange with Abraham and Jacob.”


Since the cemetery is fragile, it only opens to
the public once a year, in August. Touro Syna-
gogue offers a brochure designed for people who
view the cemetery from outside its fence. V







The Touro Jewish
Cemetery’s Egyptian
Revival gate was
designed by Isaiah
Rogers, who had
designed an identical
gate for the Granary
Burying Ground
in Boston.
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North Burial
Ground


5 Branch Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island
https://www.providenceri.com/parks-and-rec/
north-burial-ground


In 1700, the town of Providence set this land
apart for the burial of the dead. By 1848, when
surviving records begin, 22 acres had already
been filled.


Among those buried in the North Burial
Ground are a number of Rhode Island governors,
Providence city mayors, congressmen, senators,
and a signer of the Declaration of Independence.
Horace Mann, the champion of universal free
public education, is buried here, as is Sarah
Helen Whitman, a poet who inspired several
of Edgar Allan Poe’s poems. Maps of notable
burials for a self-led walking tour are available
from the office.


Many of the grave monuments illustrate
Providence’s shipping history by use of an anchor







or windlass or images of ships at sea. Generally,
anchors symbolize Christian faith as something
that holds fast through the tempests of life.


Captain Joseph Tillinghast’s monument bears
this epitaph:


 


Tho’ Borea’s blast and Neptune’s waves


have tossed me to and fro,


yet in spite of both by God’s decree


I harbor here below.


And though at anchor now I ride


with many of our fleet,


yet away again I shall set sail


our Admiral Christ to meet.


 


Epitaphs—a phrase in memory of someone
who died—began to be added to tombstones in
the United States in the late 1700s. Before that,
grave markers only listed names and sometimes
dates, although the earliest stones seldom bore
more than initials. That said, Captain Tillinghast’s
epitaph echoes (with liberties) the grave of
Captain John Dunch, buried in Saint Dunstan’s
Church in Stepney, London, England in 1695. V







During the first half
of the 19th century,
willows became
acceptable stand-
ins for mourners
in gravestone
iconography. Willows
weep over urns on
these gravestones
in the North
Burial Ground.
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Swan Point
Cemetery


585 Blackstone Boulevard,
Providence, Rhode Island
http://swanpointcemetery.com


Founded in 1846, Rhode Island’s Swan Point
Cemetery absorbed people who had been
previously buried in earlier graveyards
around Providence. The oldest section of the
cemetery, overlooking the Seekonk River, con-
tains graves that date back as early as 1722.


In 1886, Chicago-based landscape architect
H.W.S. Cleveland designed the wall of boulders
that front Blackstone Boulevard for more than
a mile. In 1903, the Butler Avenue trolley car
extended to the cemetery, where a fieldstone
shelter was constructed for riders. Many people
came out just to walk the grounds.


Even now, Swan Point’s chief draw is the
beauty of its landscaping, which varies from
lawn to forest to rhododendrons, azaleas,
magnolias, and other flowering shrubs. In all, the
cemetery contains more than 200 kinds of trees
and shrubs, most of them labeled. In the spring,
daffodils gild the section by the river.


Swan Point is also full of lovely Victorian
statuary. Twenty-three former governors of Rhode







Island are buried here, each under a suitably
grand monument.


Among the better known people buried at
Swan Point Cemetery is Major Sullivan Ballou,
wounded in the First Battle of Bull Run, whose
beautiful farewell letter to his wife is featured in
Ken Burns’s Civil War documentary.


Swan Point’s most famous resident is
Howard Phillips Lovecraft. His grave has a low
gray granite marker with the epitaph “I am Prov-
idence,” which is a line from one of his letters.
Lovecraft’s story “The Call of Cthulhu” appeared
in Weird Tales magazine in 1928 and introduced
the world to the Cthulhu mythos. V







Lovecraft received a
gravestone of his own
in 1977 after fans took
up a collection. His
epitaph is taken from
one of his letters.
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Grove Street
Cemetery


227 Grove Street, New Haven, Connecticut
http://www.grovestreetcemetery.org


In New Haven, an 18th-century campaign to
close the overcrowded churchyards led to a
new type of burial place. Thirty-two wealthy
men formed a private association to establish a
burial ground—and created the first incorporated
cemetery in America. Its 1797 charter said, “Any
person or body politic, their heirs, successors, or
signs, who shall be the proprietor or owner of a
lot which now is, or hereafter shall be located
or laid out in said burying ground, shall be a
legal member of said corporation and entitled







to one vote for every lot he or they shall own or
possess.” In other words, the lot holders owned
the cemetery. That was revolutionary.


The 18-acre cemetery was laid out as a grid,
a design considered innovative, just as the cem-
etery was considered huge. Also revolutionary:
People could be buried with their families, rather
than in the order in which they died. Families
invested in large monuments with the family
name—often an obelisk—as the centerpiece
for their plots: celebrating kinship, rather than
individual achievement. Lots were large enough
to bury family members for generations.


The landscape design combined the aes-
thetic of 18th-century English gardens with the
flowering orchards of Connecticut. Tall Lombardy
poplars emphasized the geometric design of
the grounds and underlined the stability of the
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