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4


The children have had a fabulous camping trip. The sun has 


shone nearly every day so they’ve had loads of fun. It’s been 


warm enough to swim in the lake and paddle in the river.


The nights have been hot so they’ve been able to stay up   


late. They’ve sung, danced and cooked marshmallows around 


the campfire. Everyone agrees it is the hottest summer they  


can remember. 

Happy Campers in the Sun


Why is it so hot 


this year?


Doh, because the 


sun has shined 


every day.
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WILD WEATHER FACTS


In recent years many parts of the 


world have experienced long 


spells of hot weather during the 


summer. We call these periods of 


high temperatures ‘heat waves’. 


Scientists believe that we will 


experience more heat waves  


due to climate change and  


global warming.


Look at poor 


Basil – he’s a real 


hot dog!


It’s important that we all stay safe in the sun. Everyone 


should protect themselves by covering up and using sun 


protection. On very hot days, drinking cool drinks and 


seeking the shade are a must, too. 


Extreme heat is particularly dangerous for the very young 


and old or people that are already ill. Heat stroke is a serious 


condition which occurs when a person’s temperature goes 


above 103°F (39.4°C) – this can lead to heart attacks and 


breathing problems.


TAKE ACTION!
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Everything changes in the middle of the night. At first the 


children hear the patter of light rain on their tent. Quickly, the 


rain gets heavier and lashes down so hard they think the tent 


might leak. Finally, there are massive crashes of thunder and 


lightning – it really is frightening.


In the morning, the children look out of their tent at the dark 


grey skies as droplets of rain are still falling. The campsite is 


soaking wet. Nobody forecast this – or did they?

It’s Raining, it’s Pouring


Wow, that 


was wild.


We should have 


checked the weather 


forecast!


Naughty dog – I’m 


already soaking 


wet.


What a storm!
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Measure the amount of rain that falls in your area 


using your own homemade rain gauge.


Paper, waterproof pen and 


some masking tape


Scissors, ruler or a bendy 


tape measure 


Reuse an empty 2-litre plastic 


drink bottle 


Instructions:


2) The top part of the 


bottle will act as a funnel 


and will stop water from 


evaporating. Turn it


upside down and slide it 


into the bottom section 


of the bottle.


1) Remove the labels 


from the bottle and give 


it a clean. Cut around 


the bottle just below the 


neck. You will need sharp 


scissors for this task so 


you might need to ask  


an adult for help.


3) Stick some masking 


tape vertically on the 


bottle. Use the bendy 


tape measure or ruler 


and the pen to mark off 


a scale in cm.


What you need:


4) Find a place outside in the open so the rain 


gauge can collect all the rain that falls. To stop it 


blowing over, dig a hole in the ground and bury the 


gauge so that just 5 cm pokes out.


5) Check your rain 


gauge at the same time 


every day. Measure the 


rain and keep a record 


in a weather diary.


6) After each 


measurement, empty 


the gauge ready for 


the next day.


MAKE A REMARKABLE RAIN GAUGE
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8


It is miserable packing up to go home. Everything 


is soaking wet. But everyone agrees it has been 


a brilliant holiday. As they pack and fold 


everything away the children think about   


the weather they love the most.


Mason raves about the snow. It’s such fun to 


go sledging and snowballing. He loves making 


snow dogs most of all ...


Lulu loves it when the wind blows 
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