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What better way is there to preserve the human spirit of a people than through artistic expression?  


In Black Stories Matter: Amazing Artists,you will read the stories of artists of colour from around the world. Twentieth and twenty-first century artists who are still telling the story of their heritage. Only now … centuries later, they have infused the African culture with the culture in which they live. These are only a few of the men and women who have used their gift of artistry to break barriers in literature and the performing and visual arts. Each of them paved the way for people of colour in and out of the arts to be their true selves. 


J.P Milleris a children’s book writer who is eager to tell stories about little and well known facts in the African Diaspora. She hopes that her stories will tear down age-long stereotypes and shed light on the many contributions of people of colour throughout the world. J.P lives in Metro Atlanta, Georgia, USA.


 Chellie Carrollis an artist from The Dark Peak, who shares her time between her two children, climbing the crags in the Derbyshire hills and producing illustrations that inspire  the imagination.








[image: background image]



Jean-Michel Basquiat: Untitled 4Toni Morrison :Voice of the soul 7Steve McQueen: Discoveringthe world through cinema  10Nina Simone:The priestess of soul 14Malorie Blackman: Bridging the divide 17Sidney Poitier: Audition of a lifetime 20Beyonce and Jay-Z: Bey +Jay-Z = The Carters 24Chris Ofili: No such thing as a bad idea 29MistyCopeland:I belonghere32


Stevie Wonder:A bridge torace relations 36


Mini-biographiesStormzy 40Chimamanda NgoziAdichie41Idris Elba 41Langston Hughes 42Lupita Nyong’o 42Nikki Giovanni 43Edmonia Lewis 44


Emily KameKngwarreye 45


Glossaryand furtherinformation 46 Quotesources 47


Index 48


CONTENTS





















































[image: background image]



It was once just a blank canvas. One of many used by Jean-Michel Basquiat in his Lower Manhattan, New York art studio. It came to be known as Untitled. 


UNTITLED


Jean-Michel lined the blank canvases against the walls. Pounding hip-hop beats in the background pumped him up to work. Their messages influenced what he painted. 


“I don’tthink about art while  I work.I trytothink about life.”


Jean-Michel gathered his brushes and mixed colours. As he worked, he gnawed on a wad of gum and danced from one canvas to the next. Dipping. Stroking. Painting. Reaching up high to cover the edges of his edgy paintings, Jean-Michel allowed the residue from his brush to drip, splatter and smear onto his clothes. 


Effortlessly, one piece began to take form. On the centre of his azure blue background Jean-Michel painted a large black skull. Bold red, white and gold brushstrokes served as accents.  A maths formula crowned the top. Below were random letters written in black, then crossed out. He left the piece untitled intentionally. 


Jean-Michel moved freely about his studio. He stopped to paint his signature three-pointed crown on one canvas. On another he doodled, in a style similar to the street art graffiti of his youth.  


The neo-expressionist art movement of the 1970s and 80s heavily influenced Jean-Michel Basquiat. Black icons and culture were his topics of choice, as were things that reflected his rich Haitian/Puerto Rican heritage.



JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT

JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT
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BORN: 


22 December 1960 –died 12 August 1988


NATIONALITY: 


American


OCCUPATION: Artist








[image: background image]



5


By his early twenties, Jean-Michel had established himself as one of the most exciting new young artists and worked with industry greats such as Andy Warhol. Barefoot and dressed in a paint-smeared Giorgio Armani suit, he graced the cover of New Yorkmagazine in 1985. The article ‘NEW ART, NEW MONEY: The Making of an American Artist’ described Jean-Michel’s life and rapid rise to fame. Fewcould havepredicted his 


“Theblack person is the protagonist[main character] in mostof my paintings. I realised that Idon’tsee many paintings with black people in them.”
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untimely death just three years later.When the gavel landed at a 2016 auction, Jean-Michel’s Untitledstunned the world by selling for US$110.5 million. It was the most expensivepiece of art 


ever sold by an American artist. 


In his short lifetime, Jean-Michel Basquiat created a legacy that cannot be duplicated. His unique artwork is today revered all over the world.
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Blacks lived in the USA, but did not have the same rights as white Americans.  Blacks wanted their stories told. Nobody would publish them. Writer Toni Morrison realised that black life in literature was almost always presented from a non-black point of view. Her goal was to change that.    


VOICE OF THE SOUL


BORN: 


18 February 1931 – died 5 August 2019


NATIONALITY: 


American


OCCUPATION: Writer
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