

[image: Cover]




THE
WORLD
David
KNEW





THE
WORLD
David
KNEW



Leonard Greenspoon, Ph.D.


General Editor
with Randy Southern


[image: image]




THE WORLD DAVID KNEW


Copyright © 2017 by MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE, INC.


Published by Worthy Books, an imprint of Worthy Publishing Group, a division of Worthy Media, Inc., One Franklin Park, 6100 Tower Circle, Suite 210, Franklin, TN 37067, in association with Museum of the Bible.


WORTHY is a registered trademark of Worthy Media, Inc.


HELPING PEOPLE EXPERIENCE THE HEART OF GOD


eBook available wherever digital books are sold.





Library of Congress Control Number: 2017948473





All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, scanning, or other—except for brief quotations in critical reviews or articles, without the prior written permission of the publisher.


Produced with the assistance of Hudson Bible (www.HudsonBible.com)


ISBN: 978-1-94547-000-4


Cover Design: Matt Smartt, Smartt Guys design


Cover Image: David, detail of the head by Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564), 1504 (marble), Buonarroti, Michelangelo (1475-1564) / Galleria dell'Accademia, Florence, Italy / Bridgeman Images


Printed in the United States of America


17 18 19 20 21 LBM 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1




E2-20190205-PDJ-PC-VAL





About This Book



The World David Knew is historical fiction, an imaginary account of what life may have been like in Israel during the time period of David’s life, namely around 1000 BC. Though the events, settings, names, and descriptions in this book are largely fictional, they are based on centuries of research by Bible scholars, historians, and archaeologists. So there is a degree of accuracy in their portrayals.


The narrative deals with King David’s final days and the political maneuverings to determine his successor. The timeframe covered in this book spans only a few chapters in the Bible. These include primarily 1 Kings 1--2 with references to 2 Samuel 11--19. I suggest you read these chapters in the Bible or have them alongside you as you read the the story found in The World David Knew. Where the Bible offers a skeletal account of the who, what, and when of these historical events, The World David Knew fleshes out the incidents by offering a plausible how and why.


As part of the fleshing-out process, characters whose biblical credits amount to little more than walk-on roles have been assigned motives, thoughts, feelings, and conversations that do not appear in the Bible. For example, the book of 1 Kings does not record conversations that took place among the conspirators prior to David’s son Adonijah’s rebellion. Nor do we know if smashing stones was used to express loyalty. But reversals in loyalty were part of the biblical narrative. The biblical account offers no insight into the feelings of a young woman named Abishag about being taken from her home to serve the elderly King David. But we know she was taken from her home. It features no priest named Kolaiah spearheading David’s preparations for the construction of the temple in Jerusalem. But David did help his son Solomon prepare.


The World David Knew, on the other hand, features all those story elements—and more—in an effort to bring to life the nation and culture of Israel, circa 1000 BC. To be clear: the plot strands of this book—the stories of Thaniel, Abishag, and Kolaiah—are fictional. They are the invention of the author. They should not be confused with biblical content. Their purpose is to help readers view the Bible’s stories about David’s life from a different perspective.


The brief introductions that precede each chapter widen that perspective to a global panorama. Spotlighting a different topic (such as the role of women, trade and commerce, or religious practices) for each chapter, these introductions compare, contrast, and connect events that were occurring in Israel with events that were happening in other cultures and nations around the world in 1000 BC.





Setting the Scene



Shepherd. Warrior. King. Psalmist. Father. Fugitive. Hero. Villain. No single word is sufficient to encompass Israel’s most beloved monarch. Historians and Bible scholars agree that David’s reign ushered in the golden years of Israel’s monarchy. The World David Knew offers a snapshot of life during this key period in the nation’s history.


King David stands astride Israel, like a colossus. It is impossible to understand the motivations, feelings, and actions of the characters in the biblical account unless we first know something about the person at the center of the narrative.


Toward that end, here are six key facts from the Bible that help bring into focus the character of David—as a man and a monarch.


David Had an Unlikely Destiny


David’s biblical narrative begins in 1 Samuel 16, with the arrival of the prophet Samuel in the small town of Bethlehem. The town elders were understandably alarmed. One rule of thumb in Israel, circa 1000 BC, was that where prophets of the Lord God went, God’s judgment usually followed.


Samuel put their minds at ease by explaining that he had come to offer a sacrifice with the people of Bethlehem. He extended a special invitation to a local man, named Jesse, and his sons. At the appointed time, Jesse and seven of his eight sons arrived for the ceremony. His youngest son was not present because he had to stay in the field and tend to the sheep.


The venerable prophet gave the once-over to each of Jesse’s sons, as though he were searching for something in them. Each was quickly dismissed with a shake of his head or a wave of his hand.


“Are these all the sons you have?” Samuel asked Jesse.


Jesse sent for his youngest, the shepherd boy—the one they called David.


Up walked as healthy and handsome a specimen of youth as could be found anywhere in Israel. And Samuel reacted in a most unusual way. He rose, approached the young man, and anointed him king of Israel.


To say that came as a surprise to David and his family would be an understatement for countless reasons including . . .


•David was the youngest member of a nondescript family in a small town far removed from the political center of Israel.


•Israel already had a king—the dangerously unstable Saul—who would not have reacted kindly to the news that someone else had been anointed king.


What very few people, aside from the prophet Samuel, knew at the time was that the Lord God of Israel had rejected Saul as king and withdrawn his blessing on Saul’s reign. In political terms, Saul was the lamest of lame ducks.


So from the time he was a young man, David carried with him the knowledge that someday, somehow, he would become the king of Israel. We can only guess at how having such an assurance affected his formative years (or his relationship with his brothers, for that matter).


David Practically Invented the Concept of the Underdog


David’s story continues in 1 Samuel 17. Tapped by his father to deliver food to his three oldest brothers, who had followed King Saul to war, David found the Israelite army preparing for battle against the Philistines.


What happened next likely confused the young shepherd. Certainly it offended his religious and national pride. The Philistines’ premier warrior—a giant named Goliath—emerged and began to berate the Israelite army and all they stood for. He dared any of them to challenge him in battle.


Goliath’s profane challenges echoed across the Elah Valley, where they were met by a profound silence. No amount of blasphemy or insult, it seemed, could coax an Israelite warrior onto the battlefield to fight this terrifying giant.


However, the Philistine’s words touched a raw nerve in the visiting shepherd boy. Certainly David noticed Goliath’s height—nine feet in the biblical description (whether this was his real height is debated). His size made him the obvious choice to represent the Philistines in battle. It stands to reason that his challenger should have been someone equally renowned for his height—someone whose most notable quality as king was the fact that he stood a head taller than his countrymen, as Saul reportedly did (1 Samuel 9:2).


Yet King Saul’s head stayed low to the ground as Goliath spewed his vitriol. With his nation’s future in the balance, Israel’s king cowered with his men on the hillside. The effect on morale must have been devastating.


Much to his brothers’ annoyance, young David volunteered to fight the Philistine champion. Eliab, the oldest of Jesse’s sons, saw it as a ploy for attention. King Saul reacted with skepticism. David was an inexperienced boy; Goliath was a seasoned fighter. David convinced the king by sharing highlights from his résumé. In his job as shepherd, he had killed both a bear and a lion.


With no other candidates to choose from, King Saul gave David the job. He also gave David his personal armor to wear into battle—a move that raises a few tactical questions. First, why didn’t Saul use his armor to battle the Philistine himself? Apparently the king had everything he needed for battle—except the will. Second, what was Saul’s motive in offering his armor to David? Was he genuinely concerned for the boy’s safety, or did he have an inkling that this young shepherd boy wasn’t as overmatched or defenseless as he seemed?


Saul’s offer may have been nothing more than a shrewd political move, an effort to align himself with an up-and-coming warrior—an opportunity to score a victory by association.


If so, the plan didn’t work. David felt constrained by the king’s armor and chose to engage the Philistine champion wearing just his shepherd’s clothes and carrying only his staff and a slingshot. Goliath was appalled and enraged that the Israelites would send a boy to battle him. He vowed to feed David’s remains to the birds and wild animals.


David picked up five smooth stones to carry into battle—a classic case of overpacking. Perhaps it took five stones to bring down a charging bear or an agile lion, but this giant, weighed down by approximately 125 pounds of protective gear, was practically a stationary target. Perhaps David smiled when he realized it would be a one-stone job.


David struck down Goliath with a single shot from his sling and then cut off the giant’s head with Goliath’s own sword. The rest of the Philistine army fled in terror. The suddenly emboldened Israelite forces pursued and killed many of them.


David delivered a decisive victory for the Israelites and in the process secured a place for himself in the annals of overused clichés. Today any matchup—whether in sports, politics, or popular culture—between a heavily favored champion and a seemingly overmatched challenger inevitably will be touted as a “David versus Goliath” contest.


David Had Enemies in High Places


The seeds of political discontent that were sown when King Saul refused to face Goliath sprouted quickly. The victorious Israelites’ march home was met by celebrations and songs along the way. “Saul has struck down his thousands, and David his ten thousands,” went one popular refrain (1 Samuel 18:7). The double-edged nature of the lyrics didn’t go unnoticed by Saul, whose natural insecurity would soon devolve into full-blown paranoia and mental illness.


David became a focus of obsession for Saul. That was bad news for both of them because their lives became inextricably linked. The multitalented shepherd-warrior served as a court musician of sorts, often playing his lyre to soothe the king’s troubled mind. He became best friends with Saul’s son Jonathan. Saul’s daughter Michal fell in love with him, and eventually the two were married.


Yet the jealous Saul was not so easily won over. Twice the king tried to kill David with his spear. When those attempts failed, he sent David on suicide missions behind enemy lines and commanded him to engage in brutal military campaigns. Through it all, David thrived. His popularity soared among Saul’s family, among the men he commanded, and among the people of Israel.


So King Saul steeled his resolve to rid himself of David.


David Spent Much of His Life on the Run


David could have written a comprehensive travelogue of out-of-the-way places in the Judean wilderness. When Saul stepped up his homicidal campaign against him, David was forced to flee Israel. He found temporary refuge with the king of Moab, but Saul’s forces were relentless. And so began David’s life on the lam, moving from city to city, trying to stay one step ahead of those who sought to kill him.


Along the way, he enlisted the support of 600 men who became fiercely loyal to him. This band of followers, known as David’s “mighty men,” accompanied him from place to place. They risked their own lives to preserve David’s.


This time in exile sharpened David’s cunning and strengthened his skills as a warrior and a leader. He even managed to turn the tables on his pursuers. On one occasion, King Saul paused his pursuit to relieve himself in a cave. The cave he chose, however, just happened to be the place where David and some of his men were hiding.


David crept close enough to Saul to kill his unsuspecting enemy. Instead, he cut off a piece of the king’s robe so that he could show it to Saul as evidence that he meant no harm to the king. On another occasion, while Saul was sleeping, David got close enough to steal the king’s spear and water jug—and leave him unharmed. Despite these good-faith actions from David, Saul could not be turned away from his obsessive pursuit of the young man who had won the admiration of the people.


David was forced to take refuge among, of all people, the Philistines. Achish, the king of the Philistine city of Gath, saw the potential benefits of having David and his 600 men working for the Philistines. He put David in charge of the city of Ziklag.


David used his new position to win the support of the Hebrew people in nearby Judah. He raided the cities of nomads who harassed his fellow countrymen and gave the spoils to the leaders of Judah.


When the Philistines went to battle against the Israelites, certain Philistine officers expressed doubt about David’s loyalty and demanded that he return to Philistine country. In the ensuing conflict, King Saul and his son Jonathan were killed. Ish-Bosheth, the youngest of Saul’s four sons was anointed king over the northern tribes of Israel. David was anointed king over the southern tribes of Judah. After Ish-Bosheth had been assassinated, David was anointed king over all of Israel.


Many years later, David was forced to flee again when his son Absalom led a rebellion against him. As he had done before, David assembled a contingent of 600 followers during his time in exile. Ultimately, his forces proved to be mightier than Absalom’s. David recaptured the throne, and Absalom was killed for his treachery.


David’s Spirit Was Willing


First Samuel 13:14 refers to David as a man after God’s own heart. No one else in the Bible is paid that same compliment. What’s more, David is arguably one of the most beloved and revered figures in Jewish history. The qualities that earned him such accolades are on full display in the Bible.


We have seen the courage David showed in facing Goliath, as well as the humility and loyalty he showed toward the reigning king, Saul. The Bible also records David’s deep and abiding love for the God of Israel, which can be seen in his desire to build a temple in Jerusalem. David’s ambitions were grand. His aim was to honor God by constructing the most glorious place of worship ever built. He collected the necessary materials and set the plans in motion.


Unfortunately, however, the blood David had shed during his lifetime disqualified him from the assignment he so desperately wanted. The honor of building the temple in Jerusalem would be given to a king who had shed no blood—that is, to David’s son and successor, Solomon, who would build on his father’s groundwork.


Perhaps the purest distillation of David’s spirit and emotions can be found in the seventy-some biblical psalms connected with him. His psalms run the gamut of the human experience. In Psalm 8, he marvels at the notion that a being powerful and complex enough to set the universe in motion would care about the individual lives of human beings. In Psalm 51, he lays bare his soul and begs for God’s mercy and forgiveness. In Psalm 69 he plumbs the depths of despair and depression. In Psalm 18, he testifies to God’s goodness with an infectious joy.


That same joy can be seen in David’s reaction to the arrival of the ark of the covenant in Jerusalem. Second Samuel 6:16 describes him as “leaping and dancing before the LORD.”


David’s Flesh Was Weak


Second Samuel 11 records one of the most despicable acts in the Bible, a crime made all the more heinous by the fact that it was perpetrated by the man after God’s own heart. With one fateful decision, David showed himself to be a king willing to abuse his authority, ruin the lives of his powerless subjects, and destroy his reputation—all for the sake of a forbidden tryst.


Wandering around his palace one night—when he should have been on a battlefield with his soldiers—David spied a woman named Bathsheba bathing on her rooftop. He sent for her and slept with her, despite the fact that she was the wife of Uriah, one of his most loyal soldiers.


When Bathsheba sent word that she was pregnant, David came up with a plan. He arranged to have Uriah return home from the battlefield to sleep with his wife. That way, people would assume Uriah was the father of the baby. But Uriah proved to be too loyal to David. He refused to enjoy intimacy with his wife while his fellow soldiers were fighting.


So David devised an even more depraved plan. He arranged to have Uriah killed in battle so that he could marry his widow and give himself a plausible timeline for explaining Bathsheba’s pregnancy.


The prophet Nathan confronted David about his sin by comparing him to a rich man with many sheep and cattle who steals and kills a poor man’s only lamb to feed his guests. David confessed his sin to God, but the son he conceived with Bathsheba died shortly after birth.


All told, David had at least twenty-two children (at least twenty-one of them were sons) with eight different women—and enough family dysfunction to fuel a dozen reality television shows. David’s oldest son, Amnon, raped his half sister Tamar. David’s second son, Absalom (Tamar’s full brother), planned his revenge against Amnon for two years before killing him.


Fearing his father’s wrath, Absalom fled. Three years later, David allowed him to return to Jerusalem but refused to see him. For two years, the two men lived in the same city without seeing or speaking to each other. Absalom was a popular figure in the city—so popular, in fact, that he led a revolt against his father that (as mentioned earlier) forced David to flee the city. David eventually returned to defeat Absalom, who was killed by David’s general as he tried to flee again.


The dysfunction—and rebellion—didn’t stop there, though. David’s fourth son, Adonijah, also attempted a coup against his father. He, too, failed.


So while an accurate account of David’s life must rightfully celebrate his victories and courage, it must also be tinged with sadness and regret. For, in the end, the man after God’s own heart proved to have feet of clay.





Chapter 1



The Politics David Knew
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POLITICAL POWER SHIFTS IN 1000 BC
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The era of 1000 BC was the setting for political power shifts and cultural upheavals whose repercussions were felt for centuries. In China, King Mu ascended to the throne. Mu, the fifth king of the Zhou Dynasty, was one of the most influential—if controversial—monarchs in its nearly 800-year reign. He transformed the Chinese government from a hereditary system in which promotion was based on family to a merit system in which advancement was based on skills and knowledge.


King Mu had an unquenchable thirst for expanding his kingdom. Tribes that refused to submit to Zhou rule were conquered by the king’s army. His tactics created resentment and discontent that eventually erupted into a full-scale rebellion.


On the subcontinent of India, nomadic cattle herders from Central Asia—known as Aryans—filled the vacuum left by the collapse of the highly developed Indus Valley Civilization. Gradually the Aryans shifted their focus to agriculture. By 1000 BC, they had firmly established their power in the Indus and Ganges Valleys through various military victories. Centuries later, Indian scholars used Aryan teachings as the basis for the Upanishads, the sacred texts of Hinduism.


In Central America, the mysterious Olmec civilization established a power base in the coastal regions of the Gulf of Mexico. Though little is known about the Olmec rulers, archaeological evidence suggests that they solidified their power by building urban centers in strategic locations in order to control trade throughout the region.


In the Western Arctic, the Norton people established their dominance along the Alaskan shore of the Bering Sea.


Elsewhere around the globe, the seeds of three future world powers were being sown in the era of 1000 BC. The Greeks began their colonization of the eastern coast of the Aegean Sea. Settlements were established in the region that would become Rome. And on the Iberian Peninsula, the invasion of Celtic tribes from Central Europe in the north and the arrivals of Phoenicians and Greeks on the coasts laid the groundwork for the formation of Spain.
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