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When Charm became queen of Karisma, the wise and beautiful Silversmith made her a precious gift. It was a bracelet. On it were fastened thirteen silver amulets, which the Silversmith called ‘charms’, in honour of the new queen.

It was part of Karisma law. Whenever there was a new ruler the Silversmith made a special gift, to help them care for the world they had inherited. And this time it was a bracelet. She told Queen Charm it was magical because the charms held the power to control the forces of nature and keep everything in balance. She must take the greatest care of them. As long as she, and she alone, had possession of the charms all would be well.

And so it was, until the bracelet was stolen by a spider, and fell into the hands of Zorgan, the magician. Then there was chaos!
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One morning, not long after Sesame’s last visit to Karisma, Queen Charm invited her good friend, the Silversmith, to the palace.

“I’ve received a puzzling letter from one of my gatekeepers,” said Charm, handing the Silversmith a parchment scroll.
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“I’m delighted Sesame has found my silver dolphin,” said Charm. “It’s wonderful news! But what’s this about Zorgan and a locket?”

The Silversmith sighed.
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“Your Majesty, I confess I’ve known about Zorgan’s attempts to steal Sesame’s locket for some time. But I didn’t want to worry you. You’ve quite enough to think about! Once or twice I’ve used my mystic powers to prevent his pixies stealing it. Unfortunately this time I couldn’t stop them.”

“What’s so special about it?” asked Charm.

“It’s Sesame’s favourite,” said the Silversmith. “It matters to her a great deal. In possession of such a precious belonging Zorgan could . . .” She paused, knowing that what she was about to say would come as a shock. “Zorgan could enchant Sesame to make her bring him your bracelet!”

“Quisto!”* exclaimed Charm. “This is terrible! Isn’t there something we can do?”

The Silversmith tried to calm her friend.

“I believe the locket is not quite so useful now to Zorgan as it might be. He appeared to me in a vision. I saw him holding Sesame’s locket. It was open. One of the pictures she keeps in it was missing. He looked furious.”
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Charm gave her a quizzical look; wondering whether she would ever understand her mysterious friend.

“What do you mean?” she asked.

“There’s a chance the enchantment will fail,” said the Silversmith. “But Zorgan won’t give up easily. He’ll have other tricks up his sleeve!”

A look of grim determination clouded Charm’s delicate features.

“I’ve been patient too long,” she said. “The future of Karisma is threatened by this slitey* magician.

 

 

 

He must be defeated! I’ll call a Kluster* today. Please come. I should value your good advice.”
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Later that day, a group of important palace officials gathered round an enormous table in the State Room, discussing what to do about Zorgan. Seated on one side of Charm was the Silversmith, and on the other was her most trusted guard, Officer Dork.
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There, too, was the Chancellor, a stout man called Robustus. He puffed out his cheeks and banged his fist on the table.

“Zorgan is a menace!” he stormed.
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“I agree,” said the Prime Minister, a quietly spoken man with bright red hair and a beard. “The vermy* magician is indeed a menace. The cause of all our troubles.”

“We need a plan,” murmured the Head of the Planning Department. He had spent most of the meeting doodling on a pad with his quill pen. He had underlined the word ‘PLAN’ several times.

Officer Dork cleared his throat.

“Er, we could call out the army, Your Majesty,” he suggested. “Finish Zorgan off, once and for all!”

The beautiful young queen looked from one to another, twisting a strand of fair hair round her finger.

“Surely we can stop him without resorting to violence,” she said. “Things are bad enough without making them worse! The next time Sesame comes to Karisma, we must protect her. The sooner she finds all the charms and returns them to me, the better. Zorgan is powerful, but he’s no match against my magical charm bracelet.”

“Yes,” said the Silversmith. “Let’s try to resolve this peacefully. But if all else fails, we may have to take Zorgan by force!
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