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the Oregon Coast from Oswald West State Park.





It’s not unusual to think of the Pacific Northwest as green and lush. But you must tour the entire region to truly appreciate how many shades of the color blanket this corner of the world.


There’s the deep evergreen of Douglas fir trees and the dusty pale green of rainforest moss. The electric green of Seattle’s hometown sports jerseys. A green ethos keeps Portland running on bicycle power and compost. And then there is all that green cash that companies like Starbucks, Nike, Microsoft, and others bring to the region. And envy? It seems like everyone’s jealous of the great Pacific Northwest; population growth is off the charts. Between nature and culture, every possible shade of green appears here.


The best way to see the treasures of Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia is to follow the roads connecting vibrant cities like Seattle, Vancouver, and Portland with the wild green places in between—an untamed coast, a deep forest, and a legendary mountain (or two).
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12 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Wilderness Hiking: From rainforests to high alpine meadows, you can explore the region’s magnificent terrain by trail (click here).
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2 Brewpubs and Taprooms: Taste craft brews on their home turf (click here). Most American beer hops are grown right here in the Pacific Northwest.
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3 Columbia River Gorge: From rich evergreen forests to arid grasslands, with mountains and kiteboarders in between, this National Scenic Area offers an abundance of recreational options (click here).
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4 Mountain Getaways: For classic retreats, head to places like Mount Rainier’s Paradise Inn (click here) and Mount Hood’s Timberline Lodge (click here) for both relaxation and recreation at your doorstep.
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5 Driving the Oregon Coast: Follow a highway that hugs the curves and coves of this wild, scenic coastline (click here).
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6 Pike Place Market: Fresh-caught fish fly through the air at this bustling marketplace, where you’ll find everything from flower vendors to handmade crafts to heartsick buskers (click here).
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7 Wine Country: Low-key, friendly winemakers take advantage of ideal climates in Washington, especially in Walla Walla (click here), and Oregon (click here).
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8 Powell’s City of Books: Discover Portland in a nutshell at this storied store filled with books covering every quirky subject (click here).
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9 Whale-Watching from the San Juan Islands: You’ll feel the true wonder of this archipelago when you spot some of its resident orcas (click here, click here, and click here).
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10 Stanley Park: Enjoy Vancouver’s waterfront from this picturesque peninsular park filled with beaches, trails, and an aquarium (click here).
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11 Oregon Shakespeare Festival: Bond with the Bard at this months-long festival in the charming town of Ashland (click here).
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12 Tea Time in Victoria: This refined city celebrates its British roots with elaborate afternoon teas served in classic style with scones and sandwiches (click here).






Planning Your Trip



Where to Go


Seattle


The future is waiting around every corner of this waterfront city—from the towering Space Needle to the collection of spacecraft at the Museum of Flight. Wake early for the Seattle Art Museum and bustling Pike Place Market, but prepare to stay up late for farm-to-table dining and a diverse selection of live music.


The Cascades


When “The Mountain”—as Mount Rainier is known—is out, it’s one of the most spectacular sights in the Northwest—a giant dotted with glaciers and flanked by wildflower meadows. Stop at the Jackson Visitor Center in the aptly named Paradise, or spend the night at the historical Paradise Inn. Add a side trip to Mount St. Helens and drive up to the Johnston Ridge Observatory for a firsthand look at where the mountain blew in 1980. Farther north, you’ll find the Bavarian village of Leavenworth; the tiny town of Chelan, which affords access to the 50-mile Lake Chelan; and Wild West town Winthrop, gateway to North Cascades National Park and its remote, jagged peaks.


Olympic Peninsula


Washington’s “green thumb” is a promontory of land rich in natural features. Olympic National Park is home to Hurricane Ridge, with its sweeping ridgetop vistas, and the verdant mists of the Hoh Rain Forest. The peninsula’s beaches and bays stretch from the town of Port Angeles to Neah Bay and continue down the coast.
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Olympic National Park
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San Juan Islands


Accessible by ferry, the San Juan Islands just off the coast of Washington offer bucolic getaways, complete with opportunities for whale-watching—the San Juans have resident orca pods. Home to the quaint town of Friday Harbor, the historic American Camp and English Camp, and colorful San Juan Islands Sculpture Park, San Juan Island is the most bustling of the archipelago. Fun and funky Orcas Island and sleepy Lopez Island each have their own appeal, with hiking at Mount Constitution popular on the former and biking on the latter.


Washington Wine Country


Sit back and take in the rolling hills of eastern Washington with a glass of cabernet in hand. Wander through the Yakima Valley to small wineries and breweries—aside from its grapes, this region grows hops aplenty. Continue to the Tri-Cities to stroll along the Columbia River and visit the area’s scattered wineries. In Walla Walla, head to the downtown wineries first to prep the palate, then venture farther out to scenic vineyards in the surrounding area. A visit to historic Whitman Mission gives a taste of the region’s past, where the Oregon Trail intersected with Native American culture.


Portland


Few cities have more personality than Portland. Each small block is packed with unique shops, creative eateries, tasty brewpubs, and residents biking across the bridges between them. Stop and smell the roses that line the International Rose Test Garden (one of the world’s largest) in Washington Park, gaze in awe at the Pittock Mansion’s three-story staircase, and wander amid the giant playground that is the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry. Just outside the city are natural wonders to explore, including the Columbia River Gorge, cutting a chasm between forested hills and rocky bluffs lined with waterfalls, and Mount Hood, where majestic Timberline Lodge sits halfway up the volcano, hikers roam in the summer, and skiers trace snowfields year-round.
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Portland





Willamette Valley


The wide, rich valley centered around the Willamette River is famous for its fertile lands, drawing dreamers as far back as the Oregon Trail. These days the dream is of a perfect pinot; you’ll find the valley filled with wineries, concentrated around small towns like Newberg and Dundee. Retreat to charming McMinnville for more wineries and dining options. Continue farther south and you’ll find the state’s biggest cities after Portland, state capital Salem and hippie-inflected Eugene, home of the University of Oregon.


Bend and Central Oregon


Welcome to the high desert, where the air is dry, the sun shines, and the biggest decision of the day is what outdoor adventure to embark on and where to drink afterward. Hike, bike, or ski Mount Bachelor, float the Deschutes River, or head underground and explore the volcanic landscape at Lava River Cave. Leave plenty of room for ales and meals to take advantage of Bend’s vibrant brewing and dining scene. Also not to be missed is the rocky landscape of picturesque Smith Rock State Park, near the towns of Redmond and Sisters.




Best Rainy-Day Distractions


It doesn’t rain every day in the Pacific Northwest, but it could. Fortunately there are plenty of ways to have fun indoors.


SEATTLE


• Pike Place Market: Seattle put its farmers market under a roof, so even the famous flying fish are covered (click here).


• Seattle Art Museum: Several floors of galleries and free public tours offer shelter at this downtown museum (click here).


• Museum of History and Industry: Follow Seattle’s historic rise to tech giant, and then check the weather through the working periscope (click here).


THE CASCADES


• Paradise Inn: The giant fireplaces inside this historical hotel provide plenty of warmth (click here).


OLYMPIC PENINSULA


• Northwest Maritime Center: Watch craftspeople build wooden boats inside a warm boat shop (click here).


• Hoh Rain Forest: Don’t hide from the rain—embrace it in the thick forest of Olympic National Park (click here).


PORTLAND


• Pittock Mansion: The historical home of a Portland luminary is crammed with beautiful antique furnishings (click here).


• Oregon Museum of Science and Industry: Seek shelter inside a submarine that sits in the Willamette River (click here).


• Maryhill Museum of Art: European treasures are artfully displayed in a mansion built on a lonely, scenic expanse of the Columbia River Gorge (click here).


WILLAMETTE VALLEY


• Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum: Two giant hangars full of spacecraft and airplanes let in light but no weather (click here).


BEND AND CENTRAL OREGON


• High Desert Museum: A 100-year-old sawmill still operates inside this museum devoted to the region’s brushy, arid landscape (click here).


OREGON COAST


• Tillamook Cheese Factory: How many cheese samples can you eat at once (click here)?


• Oregon Coast Aquarium: There are plenty of creatures in the touch tanks to take up a whole afternoon (click here).


VANCOUVER


• Vancouver Police Museum: A gray day sets the mood for murder exhibits in the city’s old morgue (click here).


• University of British Columbia Museum of Anthropology: Tall windows provide sanctuary in the museum’s airy totem pole gallery (click here).


VICTORIA AND VANCOUVER ISLAND


• Fairmont Empress Hotel: Warm up with the hotel’s famous afternoon tea (click here).





Oregon Coast


Driving down U.S. 101, it seems like the beaches of the Oregon Coast never end. Along the way, follow the footsteps of Lewis and Clark at Fort Clatsop, explore the tide pools at Haystack Rock, nibble bites of cheese at the Tillamook Cheese Factory, check out lighthouses, and discover local marinelife at the Oregon Coast Aquarium.


Ashland and Southern Oregon


If all the world’s a stage, charming Ashland is the front row, host to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival and its months of plays and outdoor events. Find poetry in every form in the quiet paths of the town’s Lithia Park. Then head north to magical Crater Lake National Park, the deepest lake in America, surrounded by scenic peaks and punctuated by Wizard Island.


Vancouver


Mountains tower over Vancouver, Canada—so close that Grouse Mountain skiers practically slide down next to the city’s skyscrapers. Bike or walk around downtown’s Stanley Park—home to the Vancouver Aquarium—browse the wares on offer at the Granville Island Public Market, and take in some Olympic history with a day trip or more to Whistler. At night, sample the myriad options on offer from Vancouver’s international culinary scene.
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Vancouver Aquarium
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beach on the Olympic Peninsula
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Whistler





Victoria and Vancouver Island


Victoria may be only a short ferry ride away, at the tip of Vancouver Island, but a visit here feels like crossing the pond to Britain. This is the capital of British Columbia, and a tour of the British Columbia Parliament Buildings provides a primer on the parliamentary system of government. Enjoy the delicate elegance of afternoon tea in the Fairmont Empress Hotel as it holds court over Victoria’s Inner Harbour, and then visit The Butchart Gardens, a world-class garden housed in an old quarry. Far west across the wild island, Tofino is a surf town in a cold region, its wave-riders drawn to the crashing Pacific. Find more beaches at nearby Pacific Rim National Park Reserve, or warm up at Hot Springs Cove.



Know Before You Go



Seasons


If there’s one thing you can depend on in the Pacific Northwest, it’s that you can’t depend on the weather. The region is known for rain, but it doesn’t fall in regular intervals. Summer is the driest and sunniest season. Occasionally temperatures can soar above 90°F, and the lack of widespread air-conditioning can make it uncomfortable. Fall can vary between brisk, beautiful days and soggy, gray ones. Winter rarely brings much snow outside of the mountains and passes (but when it does snow in the city, stay off the streets). Mountain roads, such as those around Mount Rainier, are prone to seasonal closures and may require chains in winter months. Spring is often the rainiest time of year, but it doesn’t tend to pour in the region—instead, expect drizzle with the occasional shower. (Sometimes it’s even sunny!) In general, when the rain falls in the region it’s of this gentler variety—which is why you’ll notice the locals make do with hats and hoodies rather than umbrellas, and don’t tend to let it stop them from getting out and about.


Passports and Visas


It’s nice to leave room for the unexpected in a trip to the Pacific Northwest, but some things should be arranged in advance. International visitors will most likely need a visa, though Canadian neighbors can make due with only their passport. Residents of a country other than the United States or Canada should know in advance if they plan to cross the border on their trip. Most visitors will enter through the international airports in Seattle, Portland, or Vancouver; all have some form of public transportation running to the center of town, but not all run 24 hours.


Reservations


Hotels in big cities like Seattle and Portland can fill quickly during popular times: the middle of summer, winter holidays, and around big conventions and sporting events. Given the limited accommodations in smaller towns on the Olympic Peninsula and Oregon Coast, sellouts are possible. Campgrounds that take reservations are likely to fill up in advance during the summer, as are big national park or mountain lodges. Rental cars are less in danger of being completely out of stock, but train and bus tickets are best reserved in advance. Ferry reservations should be arranged as soon as travel plans are set; Washington State Ferry releases availability in batches for the San Juan Islands and Victoria trips.


As for attractions and dining, book ahead only if you need to ensure availability at a certain time, or have your heart set on a particular fine-dining restaurant. Tickets for sporting events like professional football and even soccer should also be scheduled in advance. Otherwise, once you’ve secured the bones of a Pacific Northwest trip, there’s lots of room to explore, improvise, and discover things along the way.



The Best of the Pacific Northwest



Circle the Pacific Northwest in this two-week drive. Start in Seattle, Washington, and head north to Vancouver, British Columbia. After a brief stop in Victoria, ferry over to the Olympic Peninsula and drive down the Oregon Coast. Loop inland to Portland, and then head north with a stop at Mount Rainier before returning to Seattle. Alternatively, start in Portland or Vancouver and follow the loop from there.


Days 1-2


SEATTLE


Spend two days visiting the many sides of Seattle (see details and suggestions on click here). Wander the city’s bustling downtown, watch the fish fly at Pike Place Market, spot volcanoes from atop the Space Needle, and indulge in one of Capitol Hill’s restaurants.
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Pike Place Market
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Seattle





IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME


Add a day trip to the winemaking hub of Woodinville. Or head farther afield for an overnight in Washington wine country, which begins in the Yakima Valley and stretches east to Walla Walla. With 2-3 extra days, you can drive north to nearby Anacortes and hop a ferry to the San Juan Islands (see details and suggestions on click here under Days 2-3 of the Seattle Loop).


Days 3-5: Vancouver


SEATTLE TO VANCOUVER


141 MILES/227 KM (3 HOURS)


Head north on I-5 to Vancouver, British Columbia. Leave plenty of time for delays at the Peace Arch border crossing between the United States and Canada because lanes back up on weekends and holidays.


Spend two days exploring downtown Vancouver (see details and suggestions on click here). Bike around sprawling Stanley Park, tour the city’s Olympic sights, and drive north of the city to ride the tram up Grouse Mountain.


Include a day trip to Whistler for epic skiing in the winter and beautiful hiking or mountain biking in the summer.


Day 6: Victoria


VANCOUVER TO VICTORIA


70 MILES/113 KM (3 HOURS)


From Vancouver, drive 35 kilometers (22 miles) south on Highway 99 to the Tsawwassen ferry terminal and board the B.C. Ferry to Victoria. The 90-minute boat trip arrives in Swartz Bay. Follow Highway 17 for 32 kilometers (20 miles) south to Victoria. It’s a quick trip into the city, though traffic can build in the early morning.


Explore Victoria’s Inner Harbour (see details and suggestions on click here). Reserve an afternoon tea at the Fairmont Empress Hotel, take the Harbour Ferry to Fisherman’s Wharf, and cap the night in bustling Chinatown and its historical Fan Tan Alley.


IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME


Explore more of wild Vancouver Island with a two-day side trip to Tofino on the western coast (see details and suggestions for Victoria to Tofino on click here under the Seattle Loop).


Days 7-8: Olympic Peninsula


VICTORIA TO FORKS


80 MILES/129 KM (3 HOURS)


Take the Black Ball Ferry Line across the Strait of Juan de Fuca, arriving in Port Angeles, Washington. Follow U.S. 101 west as it passes through Olympic National Park (see details and suggestions on click here). Stop at Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center for sweeping views, and then spend the night at Lake Crescent or continue south to Forks.


Day two brings quick access to the crashing waves at La Push, or explore the park’s Hoh Rain Forest and Lake Quinault.
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Cannon Beach on the Oregon Coast
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Oregon Museum of Science and Industry










TOP EXPERIENCE


Best Hikes


THE CASCADES


• Skyline Trail: Take the first steps up giant Mount Rainier through alpine meadows, with views of the peak’s giant glaciers (click here).


• Grove of the Patriarchs: A suspension bridge links sections of a flat and easy ramble through the Rainier area’s biggest trees (click here).


• Eruption Trail: The gaping crater of Mount St. Helens provides a backdrop to an educational walk through volcanic rock and wildflowers (click here).


OLYMPIC PENINSULA


• Mount Storm King: Brave some elevation gain through Olympic forest to reach lookouts with Lake Crescent views (click here).


• Sol Duc Falls: One of the classic waterfalls of the famously lush Olympic Peninsula is just a short loop from the trailhead (click here).




[image: image]


Sol Duc Falls





• Hoh River Trail to Glacier Meadows: Charge into the rain forest on a flat route along one of the Pacific Northwest’s most picturesque rivers (click here).


WASHINGTON WINE COUNTRY


• Cowiche Canyon Trail: Sneak a wine tasting into a hike through the dry eastern Washington landscape (click here).


PORTLAND


• Dog Mountain: In spring, this hike’s hillsides break into colorful wildflowers, with views of the Columbia River Gorge below (click here).


WILLAMETTE VALLEY


• Trail of Ten Falls: Hike a classic loop trail past 10 gorgeous waterfalls (click here).


BEND AND CENTRAL OREGON


• Todd Lake: Catch views of Cascade volcanoes from a scenic lake in the warm Central Oregon forest (click here).


OREGON COAST


• Hobbit Trail: Reach the sands of the Oregon coastline through a magical, short hike that recalls a fantasy landscape (click here).


• Devil’s Churn: The wild Pacific waves turn a section of Cape Perpetua into a frothing, active cauldron of seawater (click here).


ASHLAND AND SOUTHERN OREGON


• Wizard Island: The climb atop a mini volcano in the middle of Crater Lake begins with a boat tour, making it a well-rounded nature day in the Pacific Northwest (click here).


VANCOUVER


• Grouse Grind: The haul up Vancouver’s ski mountain is a challenge but comes with plenty of summit rewards (click here).


VICTORIA AND VANCOUVER ISLAND


• Wild Pacific Trail: Hike along the rocky coast near Tofino and enjoy crashing Pacific waves and a sense of remoteness (click here).






Day 9: Olympic Peninsula to the Oregon Coast



FORKS TO ASTORIA


185 MILES/298 KM (4 HOURS)


It’s a long trip on U.S. 101 from Forks down to Astoria on the Oregon Coast, so start early. Traffic is less likely to be an issue, but any small backup or accident on the road can cause problems. Plan to arrive in Astoria in time for a casual dinner in the industrial waterfront town.


Day 10: Oregon Coast


ASTORIA TO FLORENCE


183 MILES/295 KM (4.5 HOURS)


This simple drive down the Oregon Coast follows U.S. 101 south, with worthwhile stops along the way (see details and suggestions on click here). Stop for lunch on the sand in Cannon Beach, visit the aquarium in Newport, or take a sand dune tour in Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area.


IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME


If you’re up for more driving and have time to spare, you can explore the Three Capes Loop from Tillamook, which adds 50 miles. Or keep heading south another 75 miles from Florence on U.S. 101 to see more of the rugged coastline and end at the charming town of Bandon.


Days 11-12: Portland


FLORENCE TO PORTLAND


173 MILES/278 KM (3 HOURS)


Leave Florence early, following U.S. 126 east for 56 miles to I-5. Take I-5 north for 115 miles to Portland. You’ll roll into the city just after the morning traffic jams.


You can see a lot of Portland in two days (see details and suggestions on click here). Spend one day exploring downtown sights such as Powell’s City of Books and the South Park Blocks. On day two, cross the Willamette River to visit the southeast neighborhoods and the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry.


IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME


Add on a day trip to the Columbia River Gorge or Mount Hood for gorgeous scenery and outdoor recreation. Or head to Willamette wine country to taste some of Oregon’s famous pinots.
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Mount Hood





With an extra couple of days, venture into central Oregon to explore Bend (see details and suggestions on click here) and its many breweries and recreational opportunities.


Day 13: Mount Rainier


PORTLAND TO MOUNT RAINIER


137 MILES/220 KM (2.5 HOURS)


Leave Portland early (before rush-hour traffic). Head north on I-5, then take U.S. 12 east for 30 miles. At Morton, follow Highway 7 north for 15 miles to Highway 706. Turn east and take Highway 706 to Mount Rainier’s Nisqually Entrance.


Spend the day hiking through wildflower meadows at Paradise, or enjoy a scenic drive through the national park to Sunrise (see details and suggestions on click here).


Day 14: Return to Seattle


MOUNT RAINIER TO SEATTLE


86 MILES/138 KM (2 HOURS)


In summer, head north out of the national park on Highway 410, driving through Enumclaw back to Seattle. When the roads are closed, exit back through the Nisqually Entrance on Highway 706 toward Ashford and circle back to I-5 and Seattle.


IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME


Head into the North Cascades and spend a night in the charming Bavarian-themed town of Leavenworth to enjoy beers and brats before making your way back to Seattle.


Options for Shorter Trips


SEATTLE AND VANCOUVER


Hit the region’s two biggest cities in a short road trip. Start in Seattle and spend two days exploring the downtown sights. Drive north on I-5, stopping in Anacortes or the tiny towns of Bow and Edison. Arrive in Vancouver and enjoy some outdoorsy side trips to the mountains north of the city or to Whistler.


PORTLAND AND THE OREGON COAST


An easy loop from Portland includes the best of both city and nature. Spend two days discovering Portland’s neighborhood gems, and then take I-5 north into Washington and drive 44 miles to Longview. At Longview, jog west on Highway 432 to U.S. 30 and continue 45 miles to Astoria on the coast. Spend a day or two following U.S. 101 south along the coast with stops to walk on the beach or watch whales. At Newport, take U.S. 20 east for about 63 miles to the towns of Corvallis and Albany, where it meets up with I-5. From Albany, follow I-5 north for 70 miles to return to Portland.


SEATTLE, PORTLAND, AND THE COASTAL NORTHWEST


To experience both Seattle and Portland, as well as their respective states’ dramatic coastlines, start in Seattle and head west to the Olympic Peninsula. You can take a ferry or loop down and back up through Tacoma. Spend a couple of days making your way counterclockwise on the peninsula via U.S. 101 and exploring Olympic National Park. Continue south on U.S. 101 to the Oregon Coast, budgeting 2-3 days to follow the rugged coastline. At Florence, head east on Highway 26 to meet up with I-5 in Eugene and loop back up north through Portland.



Portland Loop: The Foodie Northwest



This itinerary outlines a one-week trip starting and ending in Portland, but travelers can also fly into Bend and do this trip in the opposite direction.


Days 1-2: Portland


Explore Oregon’s charming big city by kicking off the day with brunch at Tasty N Alder. Afterward, if it’s a Saturday, wander the lively Portland Farmers Market. Continue to walk off your meal by ambling the aisles of the massive cookbook section, among others, at Powell’s City of Books. Burn more calories by heading to the International Rose Test Garden, where you can enjoy copious flowers for free. Finish the day across the river at southeast Portland’s Pok Pok, making sure to order the famous sticky chicken wings. Dessert is a scoop of ice cream from a nearby outpost of Salt & Straw, famed for its creative blends. Then stroll along the busy Division Street corridor to check out the vibe of its many other restaurants.


Start your next day at Kenny and Zuke’s Delicatessen before devoting the day to Portland’s signature beers. You might choose one neighborhood and hop around; breweries are everywhere. Good bets include Lucky Labrador Brewing Company and BridgePort Brewpub. If you need a quick snack at any point, check out one of the city’s many food cart pods. Then spend some time ambling along the Willamette River at Tom McCall Waterfront Park before dinner at one of the city’s preeminent dining spots like Ava Gene’s for its handmade pastas and veggie dishes or Han Oak for its prix fixe.


Days 3-4: Willamette Wine Country


42 MILES/68 KM (1 HOUR)


Grab a gourmet doughnut at the renowned Voodoo Doughnut for breakfast, then hit the road, heading south on I-5 to Highway 99 and following it southwest to McMinnville, which will be your home base for a couple of days in Willamette wine country. Spend the day exploring the quaint downtown and indulge in your first wine tastings at spots like the Willamette Valley Vineyards Tasting Room and The Eyrie Vineyards, both known for pinots. For lunch, go for Ribslayer BBQ to Go, and for dinner, get a farm-to-table meal at Thistle.


On your second day in wine country, get coffee and pastries for the road, or have a sit-down breakfast, at the charming Community Plate. Then head about 15 miles northeast on Highway 99 to the Newberg and Dundee area to taste classic pinots at Erath Winery and bubblies at Argyle Winery. For lunch, head to Red Hills Market for fresh sandwiches and salads or wood-fired pizzas, or pick from its cheese and charcuterie selection and picnic at the outdoor patio of Duck Pond Cellars. Take a book-browsing or caffeine break at Chapters Books and Coffee before dinner at the Painted Lady.


Days 5-6: Bend


157 MILES/253 KM (3.25 HOURS)


From McMinnville, head south on Highway 99 then east on Highway 22, taking it all the way to U.S. 20, which continues east to Bend. Eat an indulgent breakfast along the way in Salem at Sassy Onion Grill. Once you get to Bend, your first day is all about beer. Grab a map of the Bend Ale Trail and hit the best breweries in town, from Crux Fermentation Project to longtime standby Deschutes Brewery Bend Public House, where you can also eat a hearty, yummy lunch. Continue on the beer trail as you like, then, for dinner, choose between fried chicken at Drake or international street food at Spork.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Best Brewpubs and Taprooms


SEATTLE


• Rhein Haus: The bocce courts are always active and the beer steins overflowing at this Bavarian-themed beer garden (click here).
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Rhein Haus





THE CASCADES


• Icicle Brewing: Here in Leavenworth, the home of the Northwest’s biggest Oktoberfest, a local brewer delivers ales that pair well with bratwurst (click here).


OLYMPIC PENINSULA


• Fish Tale Brewpub: In Olympia, a town once synonymous with a cheap, fairly light beer, a new generation of thoughtful brewers is creating organic ales and creative ciders (click here).


WASHINGTON WINE COUNTRY


• Bale Breaker Brewing Company: Tucked in the middle of hop fields, this brewery is a beer oasis in wine country (click here).


PORTLAND


• BridgePort Brewpub: Hops are king at a classic Portland brewery known for IPAs, the region’s hallmark beer (click here).


• Hopworks Urban Brewery: Green practices and organic brewing give this bike-friendly beer spot an upbeat do-gooder vibe (click here).


• Double Mountain Brewery: Hoppy beers flow at one of Hood River’s big-name brewhouses (click here).


BEND AND CENTRAL OREGON


• Deschutes Brewery Bend Public House: This two-story brewpub is the granddaddy of beer spots, with a line of pub-only beers and some of the best food in town (click here).


• Crux Fermentation Project: With a giant lawn, food trucks, fire pits, and views of Mount Bachelor, you almost don’t need Crux’s excellent Bend beers to have a good time—but they help (click here).


OREGON COAST


• Fort George Brewery and Public House: This brewer set up shop in an old service station, often hosts big public events, and likes to bring a sense of humor to brewpub decor and beer names (click here).


• Pelican Pub & Brewery: Catch some salt air at this beachfront brewery in Pacific City, with a thorough menu of both pours and food options (click here).


• Rogue Ales Brewery: One of Oregon’s most popular beers is made here (click here).


VANCOUVER


• Granville Island Brewing: Tucked into Vancouver’s waterfront arts and culture hub, this brewery crafts one of British Columbia’s most popular brands of beer (click here).


VICTORIA AND VANCOUVER ISLAND


• CANOE Brewpub: This brewery offers waterfront views, hosts live music, and welcomes children much of the day in its historical brick building (click here).







Best Wineries


WASHINGTON WINE COUNTRY


• Mark Ryan Winery: Drink award-winning syrah at this Walla Walla winery (click here).


• Amavi Cellars: This traditional winemaker is known for classic reds like cabernet sauvignon and syrah (click here).


• Sleight of Hand Cellars: The playful tasting room is full of records, and wines include approachable red blends (click here).


• L’Ecole No 41: Try a bordeaux in a rural old schoolhouse from one of the best-regarded winemakers in the region (click here).


• Col Solare Winery: Outside the Tri-Cities, locals partner with French winemakers for well-regarded cabernets (click here).


• Alexandria Nicole Cellars: Beautiful acres of vineyards are a tranquil setting to try unusual wines like the winery’s Marsanne (click here).


WILLAMETTE VALLEY


• Duck Pond Cellars: Drink award-winning red and white pinots here for a good cause—some of this cellars’ sales go toward supporting environmental issues (click here).
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Willamette Valley





• Argyle Winery: Head to a giant tasting room for sparkling wines that will make you forget the fuss over French champagne. (click here).


• Erath Winery: Pinot gris shines at a sleek, unfussy tasting room in the heart of Oregon wine country (click here).


• Domaine Drouhin Oregon: With roots in Burgundy, the winemakers here pull from tradition for classic chardonnays (click here).


• The Eyrie Vineyards: A visit to this industrial tasting room is a salute to pinot history; its founding winemaker is credited with the region’s pinot kick. (click here).


• King Estate Winery: This winery is out of the way but worth finding for its excellent pinot gris (click here).





On day two in Bend, grab a real boiled bagel and more at Rockin’ Dave’s Bagel Bistro, then head out to take advantage of the area’s outdoor recreation possibilities, whether hiking or river floating in the summer or skiing in the winter. For dinner, go for a locally sourced tasting menu at Ariana.


Day 7: Back to Portland


177 MILES/285 KM (3.5 HOURS)


Head north 23 miles to Sisters via U.S. 20 on the way back to Portland for takeout pastries at Sisters Bakery or a rich, homey sit-down breakfast at Cottonwood Cafe. Then hop back onto the highway, heading north and west on U.S. 20 and Highway 22, connecting with I-5 back to Portland.



Seattle Loop: Island Edition



Seattle’s prime coastal location makes it a perfect perch from which to explore nearby islands for rest and relaxation to balance the bustle of city life.


Day 1: Seattle


Enjoy a full day of activity in the city before embarking on your island itinerary. You’ll feel like a local with coffee and a breakfast sandwich at Cherry Street Coffee. Make your way to the Seattle Art Museum to wander amid world-class art, or the Seattle Center, where you can take in city views from the Space Needle. For a different view, explore the city beneath the city on the 75-minute Underground Tour. Head to the market area for lunch at The Pink Door (the entrance is behind that namesake door), and let your belly settle while you peruse Pike Place Market. Next, for one of the city’s best free lookouts, climb to the top of the Seattle Central Library, then find the speakeasy at the top of nearby Smith Tower. Enjoy dinner on the second-story Matt’s at the Market, where windows overlook shoppers below. Finish the day at another speakeasy, the city’s best, Bathtub Gin and Co. Stay at the original hipster gathering place, the tiny Ace Hotel in Belltown, or head farther afield to stay in a quaint neighborhood spot, Ballard Inn.


Days 2-3: San Juan Island


107 MILES/172 KM (3.25 HOURS)


Drive north on I-5 to the town of Burlington, then head west on Highway 20 to Anacortes, an 80-mile drive that takes about 1.5 hours. Hop on one of the day’s earlier ferries to make the most of your time on San Juan Island, a rural retreat yet not far from Seattle; depending on whether the ferry stops at other islands along the way, the ride takes 1-1.5 hours. You’ll disembark at the town of Friday Harbor, where you can enjoy a daily brunch at The Restaurant at Friday Harbor House. Walk around the quaint downtown area, enjoying its shops and relative bustle, or pop into The Whale Museum to see an intact orca skeleton. Head out of town for a scenic drive through San Juan’s countryside, heading northwest on Roche Harbor Road. In a few miles, stop for a wine tasting at San Juan Vineyards—and wave at Mona the Camel across the street!—then head up the road another mile to Lakedale Resort and its canvas glamping tents under trees, your home for the next two nights. Enjoy dinner at Duck Soup, tucked into the forest across the road.


The next day, continue the counterclockwise loop, driving 5 miles to Roche Harbor, the island’s other hub. Grab a bite to eat at Lime Kiln Cafe before or after visiting the nearby San Juan Islands Sculpture Park. Next, drive 10 miles south to the tiny lighthouse at Lime Kiln State Park, where you can whale-watch from shore. Complete the loop by driving 9 miles east to arrive back in Friday Harbor. Enjoy dinner at Downriggers.


Days 4-6: Victoria and Vancouver Island


VICTORIA


40 MILES/64 KM (2.5 HOURS)


Eat breakfast at Rocky Bay Cafe, then board the ferry at Friday Harbor to Sidney, B.C. The ferry ride, accounting for loading and unloading time, takes about two hours. It’s a half-hour drive of about 27 kilometers (17 miles) south on Highway 17 into Victoria, but pop by The Butchart Gardens on your way into town to stretch your legs amid its lush acres.


Check into the Fairmont Empress Hotel, located on Victoria’s Inner Harbour. After a fancy afternoon tea, take off on foot to explore the little city’s nooks and crannies. Don’t miss Fan Tan Alley, the narrowest street in Canada, lined with shops. See if you can spot costumed actors sharing history at the British Columbia Parliament Buildings. For dinner, find uber-local produce on the plate at 10 Acres.




Native American and First Nations Culture


Across the Pacific Northwest, museums and cultural centers salute the rich Native American and First Nations cultures of the region.


SEATTLE


• Tillicum Village: Local Native American dance and storytelling culture comes alive, complete with a salmon feast (click here).


OLYMPIC PENINSULA


• Makah Museum: Long-buried treasures of the Makah people unearthed by archaeologists are on display in a far corner of the Olympic Peninsula (click here).


WASHINGTON WINE COUNTRY


• Whitman Mission: A historic site explores the fraught history between Native Americans and early white settlers in Oregon (click here).


• Sacajawea State Park: The culture of Lewis and Clark’s Native American guide is celebrated with a Maya Lin-designed story circle installation (click here).


VANCOUVER


• University of British Columbia Museum of Anthropology: Indoor totem poles and historical outdoor structures delve into Canada’s native history (click here).


• Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre: Whistler’s sizable museum enlivens First Nations history through lively guides, exhibits, and experiences (click here).





VICTORIA TO TOFINO


197 MILES/317 KM (4.5 HOURS)


Have breakfast at the Blue Fox Cafe before heading out to explore more remote corners of Vancouver Island. Break up the long drive (via Highways 1, 19, and 4) by stopping for lunch at Nanaimo or Port Alberni on the way. As you near the peninsular town of Tofino, where you’ll spend the night, you’ll pass scenic Chesterman Beach; stop and relax, watching the surfers or checking out the tide pools. Continue toward town and go for a short hike on the Tonquin Beach Trail, which leads to a beach that makes a great sunset spot. Finally, head into town proper for a drink at The Hatch Waterfront Pub followed by dinner at Wolf in the Fog. Stay at the quirky Inn at Tough City, or splash out for the Wickaninnish Inn, considered one of Canada’s best hotels.


On day two, soak up the waterfront views with brunch at The Pointe, then start heading slowly back to Victoria, stopping about 17 kilometers (10.5 miles) into the drive for Pacific Rim National Park Reserve. Amble along the park’s aptly named Long Beach for a stretch—it’s 10 kilometers (6.2 miles) in length. Or, if you made an early start, head south 40 kilometers (25 miles) to Ucluelet for the rewarding 10 kilometer (6.2-mile) Wild Pacific Trail. Hop back in the car and make your way to Victoria in time for dinner at Il Terrazzo Ristorante. Follow it up with a drink and possibly live music at Bard & Banker.


Day 7: Back to Seattle


185 MILES/298 KM (5 HOURS)


Head north on Highway 17 to Swartz Bay to catch a ferry to Tsawwassen on mainland B.C., which takes a little over an hour and a half. Then follow Highway 99 to the border crossing at Peace Arch, getting on I-5 to return to Seattle.







[image: image]



monorail passing through the Museum of Pop Culture
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Seattle waterfront.







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Pike Place Market: Fish are tossed through the air with the greatest of ease, but that’s not this bustling farmers market’s only famous seller—a little coffee shop called Starbucks started here in 1971 (click here).


S Seattle Art Museum: A 48-foot-tall Hammering Man sculpture stands at the entryway to this collection of world-class art. (click here).
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S Olympic Sculpture Park: Giant art pieces by Alexander Calder and Richard Serra fit into the many terraces and levels of this waterfront space (click here).


S Space Needle: Seattle’s retro landmark may date back to the city’s 1962 World’s Fair, but the views are timeless (click here).


S Museum of History and Industry: Ensconced in an old art deco armory building on Lake Union are city artifacts, a working periscope, and a flag made out of petticoats (click here).


S Museum of Flight: The giant building abuts an airfield and has planes of every type, including an old Air Force One and a space shuttle replica you can walk through—plus astronaut ice cream in the gift shop (click here).


S Volunteer Park: Designed by the same visionaries who laid out New York City’s Central Park, the city’s prettiest green space crams lawns, fountains, a conservatory, an art museum, and a tower into only 48.3 acres (click here).





More than half a century has passed since a World’s Fair transformed this Northwestern port into a global city. Just look at the Space Needle for evidence of Seattle’s endless optimism and vision.


Built on a bumpy series of hills between a lake and a bay, Seattle has grown into a mature metropolis. The vibe is more about achievement than status; it’s not cool to work so hard that you can’t, say, kayak a little before dinner or jam with your folk rock quartet on the weekend. A healthy arts and music scene has grown beyond Seattle’s rush of ’90s grunge. But never fear—the city hasn’t completely moved beyond its youthful exuberance. It’s still the home of the bustling coffee shop and the ambitious start-up. Creative energy explodes from tech minds, performers, and chefs who, like the Space Needle, reach for the stars.


Evidence of past success is around every corner in Seattle. Starbucks, once a tiny coffee shop near Pike Place Market, occupies downtown with the same ubiquity it’s achieved around the world. The online bookstore turned tech monolith, Amazon, has colonized the South Lake Union neighborhood and helped turn its forgotten blocks into a bustling cultural center. There are signs everywhere not only of Microsoft—it began here and is headquartered just outside town—but also of the entities it helped build, like the campus of the philanthropic Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Paul Allen’s football stadium and music museum.


Most of the country lies to the east of Seattle, but the city faces west toward Puget Sound and the Pacific Ocean. With just enough history to build considerable civic pride, there’s enough optimism to look to the horizon—or perhaps just to the sunsets that illuminate the Olympic Mountains on clear nights. Sure, it rains sometimes, but it makes the beautiful days all the sweeter.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


The Emerald City requires 2-3 days minimum to explore. Many of Seattle’s sights are downtown or in the neighborhoods surrounding the waterfront city center. Opt to walk rather than drive to get the best sense of the city. Traffic is especially bad at the beginning and end of each workday, and attractions can get crowded in summer. Public transportation is decent and can be used to get to farther-out neighborhoods like Ballard.
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Seattle makes a good central base for exploring the Pacific Northwest since it sits between the mountains and ocean, between Canada and Oregon. From here you can easily make the drive up north to Anacortes to catch a ferry to the San Juan Islands, or day-trip to the Cascades.


Sights


It doesn’t matter what the weather is—the open-air farmers market is open even in the rain, and the top of the Space Needle is a thrill even on a cloudy day. Much of the city’s sights revolve around the futuristic, innovative energy of the city, from the Hammering Man in front of the art museum to the Tomorrowland-like Seattle Center.


DOWNTOWN


The hilly core of Seattle is a tight space, perched on hills that spill down to the dark waters of Elliott Bay, a part of the deep V of saltwater Puget Sound. The urban core first grew up around Pioneer Square, just south of today’s busiest and biggest buildings, where the white Smith Tower is just one architectural gem preserved from an earlier era. More recent buildings, like the skyscraping Columbia Tower, are reflective glass giants, while at their feet is a walkable, if sometimes vertical, city.


TOP EXPERIENCE



S Pike Place Market



Looking for some flying fish? Just follow the crowds to Pike Place Fish Market (86 Pike St., Pike Place Market, 206/682-7181, www.pikeplacefish.com, 6:30am-6pm Mon.-Sat., 7am-5pm Sun.). One of downtown’s most popular attractions is the market’s tossed halibut, salmon, and crabs—from one fishmonger to another, so don’t worry about catching them yourself. Why throw fish? If you ask the loud, jovial workers, they’ll probably just answer “Why not?” The practice started early in the fish market’s life, simply to hurry the purchased wares back behind the counter, where they were weighed and wrapped. Soon they began having fun with all the fish tossing, and crowds began to gather for the show, not the seafood itself. The centrally located fish stand, topped with a “World Famous” sign, sells oyster shooters in souvenir shot glasses ($3.50) and cookbooks, as well as fresh seafood. Kids may notice the mouth of a dead fish moving—it’s a trick the staff performs using fishing line and fish with particularly gruesome mouths.
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Pike Place Market







Two Days in Seattle


Seattle is an international city with arts, food, science, and the outdoors to explore. To get the most in a short trip, focus first on the city’s core, and then venture out onto the water or to one of the city’s parks.


DAY 1


Start the day like any other day—at Starbucks. The location in Pike Place Market isn’t quite as “original” as the T-shirts and mugs would have you believe, but it’s an interesting reminder that the chain used to be just another local coffee stand. Java in hand, explore Pike Place Market and its long rows of craft and food stands. Watch fish fly at Pike Place Fish Market, and venture past the Gum Wall.


Walk two blocks south along 1st Avenue to the Hammering Man at the Seattle Art Museum, and venture inside for one of the West Coast’s best art collections. From there it’s only three blocks down University Street to the waterfront—just head for the big, round Seattle Great Wheel. Take a boat ride on Argosy Cruises or hop a big white Washington State Ferry.


Once you’re back on dry land, take a cab to the Seattle Center. You’re probably starving, and the Armory hosts small outlets of some of the city’s best cheap eats. The Seattle Center alone contains enough entertainment for a week, so pick your (fun, cool) poison: science at the Pacific Science Center or rock and roll and pop culture at the Museum of Pop Culture. Topping either one will take something big—like, say, the Space Needle. Travel to the observation deck at the top and catch views in every direction.


For dinner, head to Belltown and hit up one of the city’s memorable restaurants: El Gaucho is known for steak, while Six Seven earns acclaim for both seafood and its waterfront location. If you still have energy, return downtown for a symphony show at Benaroya Hall or rock at the Showbox.


DAY 2


Start the day with French toast and the breakfast toppings bar at Portage Bay Café in South Lake Union. Walk 0.5 mile east on Harrison Street and then turn right on Yale Avenue for some quick shopping at REI. Or simply follow Terry Avenue north to Lake Union Park and the Museum of History and Industry to learn the story of Seattle and its high-flying, computer-inventing ways. Before you leave South Lake Union, head back down Terry Avenue and grab a massive meal at Lunchbox Laboratory.


Drive northwest to Discovery Park and ramble out to the beach. Enjoy your lunch and explore the tide pools and historical lighthouse. The former fort is big enough that you’ll forget you’re in the middle of the Northwest’s biggest city.


Reenter civilization by driving north on 15th Avenue West and across one of the city’s many drawbridges to reach Ballard, a former fishing center. Turn west on NW Market Street to reach the Hiram M. Chittenden Locks. The locks are more than an engineering marvel, though it’s fun to watch the gates open and the locks fill as boats move in and out. But there’s also a fish ladder with underground viewing windows and a botanical garden.


Before leaving Ballard, try some of the neighborhood’s fine dining. Back on NW Market Street, turn south on 22nd Avenue to reach Ballard Avenue and the French fare at Bastille Café. Or wait for the city’s best oyster bar at the superb The Walrus and the Carpenter, a mere three blocks away. Bars in Ballard are among the city’s best, so stay on Ballard Avenue and take a tipple at Noble Fir or King’s Hardware, and drink as the anglers once did on these very streets. Finish the night in Capitol Hill—dancing at Q and drinks at the bustling Quinn’s Pub go late.
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Tillicum Village


Seattle may have gained global prominence in the 20th century, but Tillicum Village (Pier 55, 1101 Alaskan Way, 206/622-8687, www.tillicumvillage.com, $84 adults, $75 seniors, $32 children 4-12, children under 4 free; cruise only: $40 adults, $20 children 4-12, children under 4 free) is a reminder that people have lived along Puget Sound for centuries. The village is located on Blake Island, a state park about 8 miles from Seattle and birthplace of Chief Seattle. The buildings are re-creations of those built by the Coast Salish people. Tillicum Village is only accessed by a boat tour and meal experience, though boaters can land on the rest of forested Blake Island for free. The potlatch—a Native American festival—includes traditional dances done in elaborate costume and storytelling by a native of a local tribe, plus steamed clams and salmon cooked on cedar planks over alderwood fires in the longhouse. Trips take about four hours total.





But that’s only the beginning of the sights and sounds to take in at Pike Place Market. Around every corner are accomplished buskers, and stalls sell local vegetables, flowers, and crafts. A row of more permanent stores face the public market, with local cheesemonger Beecher’s (1600 Pike Pl., 206/956-1964, www.beechershandmadecheese.com, 9am-7pm daily) offering a glimpse of its curds, whey, and giant metal mixers in the signature Flagship cheddar assembly line.


Also facing the market is a little coffee shop that goes by the name of Starbucks (1912 Pike Pl., 206/448-8762, www.starbucks.com, 6:30am-9pm daily). The chain’s first location was a few doors down, but this early outpost retains a few old-timey touches, like a logo whose mermaid mascot is more bare-breasted than the version that’s been exported worldwide. Lines for a latte or vintage-style Starbucks swag often snake out the door.


Seattle’s stickiest attraction is the Gum Wall (1428 Post Alley between Pike St. and Pike Pl.), located down an alley near the entrance to Pike Place Market. It started when theatergoers of a nearby improv theater began leaving their gum on the building’s exterior. Now it’s a giant mess of multicolored blobs—some people even spell out names with their bubblegum. The attraction was rated the second-germiest in the world (second only to the kissable Blarney Stone).


On the north end of the market, Victor Steinbrueck Park (2001 Western Ave., 206/684-4075, 6am-10pm daily) offers waterfront views, two traditional cedar totem poles, and a rather gritty assortment of park visitors.



S Seattle Art Museum



Just look for the hammering man—the moving sculpture that stands guard in front of the Seattle Art Museum (1300 1st Ave., 206/654-3100, www.seattleartmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Wed. and Fri.-Sun., 10am-9pm Thurs., $20 adults, $18 seniors, $13 students, children free) takes a break only on Labor Day. The art on display ranges from the cutting edge—a life-size tree made of small wooden pieces hangs in the foyer—to the traditional, with artists like John Singer Sargent and Jackson Pollock represented. There are also galleries of Northwest art: Outside, a line of video screens displays nature and city images, and occasionally even live shots from below the museum. Admission is free the first Thursday of the month, and periodic SAM Remix events open the galleries extra late on Friday nights and feature a raucous dance party.
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Seattle Art Museum





Seattle Aquarium


From its spot on two piers, Seattle Aquarium (1483 Alaskan Way, 206/386-4300, www.seattleaquarium.org, 9:30am-5pm daily, $29.95 adults, $19.95 children 4-12, children under 4 free) dangles over the waters it celebrates. In the lobby a giant Window on Washington Waters tank is filled with local fish, and throughout the day divers pop inside to show off its inhabitants. Look for the mottled orange of the rockfish, which can live up to 100 years but develops eye problems in captivity. The Seattle Aquarium’s vet has done extensive work on eye surgery and even hopes to provide prosthetic eyes for the creatures. The aquarium has touch tide pools and bird exhibits, plus weird-looking sea creatures like the octopus and hundreds of jellyfish. Larger habitats house sea and river otters, and a new amphitheater-style area holds three harbor seals. Check at the front desk for the schedule of daily animal feedings. The café has pizzas, sandwiches, some seafood entrées (sustainable ones only, of course), and microbrews, and the outdoor balcony is open on days with decent weather.


Seattle Great Wheel


When the Seattle Great Wheel (1301 Alaskan Way, 206/623-8600, www.seattlegreatwheel.com, 10am-11pm Sun.-Thurs., 10am-midnight Fri.-Sat., shorter hours in winter, $14 adults, $12 seniors, $9 children 4-11, children under 4 free) popped up on Seattle’s waterfront in 2012, it took the city by surprise—but it carried a million riders in its first year. The 175-foot ride is the tallest of its kind on the West Coast, and the enclosed cars can hold eight people each. From inside each gondola, the views shift from downtown Seattle to Elliott Bay and the Olympic Mountains across Puget Sound, and the Ferris wheel’s end-of-the-pier location means that you’ll dangle over the dark blue water. One of the cars is not like the others: The VIP gondola has leather seats and a glass floor, and a ride inside ($50) comes with a champagne toast, free T-shirt, and the ability to skip the line.


Ye Olde Curiosity Shop


Ye Olde Curiosity Shop (1001 Alaskan Way, 206/682-5844, www.yeoldecuriosityshop.com, 9am-9pm daily summer; 10am-6pm Sun.-Thurs., 9am-9pm Fri.-Sat. winter) is indeed a shop, but it’s also a historical Seattle attraction. In 1899 it opened as the Free Museum and Curio, mainly showing off artifacts from Alaska that gold rushers had brought back. The preserved mummy named Sylvester is the shop’s biggest attraction; the body was supposedly dug from the Arizona desert in 1895 and may have been mummified by natural dehydration, though a CT scan revealed the bullet that killed him. There’s also a large collection of shrunken human heads, Siamese cow bodies, walrus tusks, and the Lord’s Prayer engraved on a single grain of rice. The wares for sale are a little less exotic—souvenirs, porcelain collectibles, and saltwater taffy, plus Northwest Native American totem poles and masks. You can also buy a shrunken head replica made of goat hide.


Seattle Central Library


There are a million books inside Seattle Central Library (1000 4th Ave., 206/386-4636, www.spl.org, 10am-8pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-6pm Fri.-Sat., noon-6pm Sun., free) and nearly as many glass panels on the unusual exterior. Being inside is something like visiting a greenhouse, but one that grows books. The windowed building was designed by Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas and has enough glass to cover more than five football fields. Groups of five or larger can book free tours of the space, but everyone can wander for free and access the cell phone tour (206/686-8564). Readings and events occur daily in the library’s auditorium and other meeting spaces, and the expansive 3rd floor has a café, reading areas, and computers with Internet access. For the best views in the building, head to level 10, the Betty Jane Narver Reading Room.
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Seattle Central Library





Columbia Center Sky View Observatory


How high do you want to go? Visit Columbia Center Sky View Observatory (701 5th Ave., 206/386-5564, www.skyviewobservatory.com, 8am-11pm daily, $14.95 adults, $9.75 seniors, students, and children 6-12, children under 6 free) for the absolute tallest observation point in the city (yes, taller than the Space Needle). The view at 902 feet off the ground makes it the highest publicly accessible spot west of the Mississippi. On the way up, visit the 40th-floor Starbucks, the chain’s highest outpost in the world.


Frye Art Museum


The charming Frye Art Museum (704 Terry Ave., 206/622-9250, www.fryemuseum.org, 11am-5pm Tues.-Wed. and Fri.-Sun., 11am-7pm Thurs., free) isn’t too far from downtown, tucked away among the hospitals of First Hill, but it has a quieter vibe (and free parking). The Fryes, a Seattle couple who lived in the early 20th century, left a collection of European paintings, and the museum has since taken on a collection of contemporary art and hosting of temporary exhibits as well. The Fryes stipulated that their art be shown for free and in particular arrangements; the building was designed by modernist architect Paul Thiry and is made up of large concrete forms and sharp right angles. Free public tours are given daily at 1pm, and the museum also houses a café.


PIONEER SQUARE


Pioneer Square (Yesler Way and 1st Ave., www.pioneersquare.org), located on the south end of downtown, is the city’s oldest neighborhood. Much of the architecture is classic Victorian and Edwardian styles, built on fill that buried the first story of many of the town’s buildings after a fire ravaged the area. During the Klondike gold rush, the Pioneer Square neighborhood was full of outfitters and saloons where prospectors would prepare for the trip to Alaska. During the Great Depression, a shantytown emerged and the area fell into disrepair. Since the 1960s, the Pioneer Square buildings have been preserved and protected. Although the whole neighborhood carries the name, Pioneer Square itself is at the corner of Yesler Way and 1st Avenue, a relatively small patch of grass and an ornate pergola that dates back to the 1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition.


Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park


When you think “gold rush,” you probably either picture California or Alaska, not Seattle. But the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park (319 2nd Ave. S, 206/220-4240, www.nps.gov/klse, 9am-5pm daily summer, 10am-5pm daily winter, free), run by the National Park Service, is located in the middle of the Pioneer Square neighborhood. The museum tells the story of how Seattle served as the gateway to the Klondike. Old newspaper reports reveal the great excitement that arose in 1897 when gold from the Klondike River in Alaska and Canada arrived via steamship at the American ports. Prospectors came to Seattle to be outfitted for the trip north—even Seattle’s own mayor quit to join the stampede. The Canadian Mounties, worried that all those people were going to starve in the wilderness, began requiring that each person bring a year’s worth of food. Fun hands-on exhibits and gold-panning demonstrations show how the Seattle economy grew from that gold rush—and how poorly most prospectors fared.


Underground Tour


If someone tells you a separate city exists underneath the streets of Seattle, they’re not pulling your leg (probably). The Underground Tour (608 1st Ave., 206/682-4646, www.undergroundtour.com, 9am-7pm daily summer, 10am-6pm daily winter, $22 adults, $20 seniors and students, $10 children 7-12, children under 7 free) began in the 1960s when renovation of the Pioneer Square area reminded locals that the original first story of many buildings had been buried with dirt to stabilize the marshy tidal area. A Seattle Times reporter began leading people down dark stairways to the buried sidewalks and edifices. Now the 75-minute tour is incredibly popular and even has an occasional adult-oriented version that points out old opium dens and red-light districts. The walking tour is fascinating, even if the underground spaces are a bit more cramped than one would imagine when they hear the phrase “buried city.”


Smith Tower


The Space Needle is weirder and the Columbia Tower is taller, but the Smith Tower (506 2nd Ave., 206/622-4004, www.smithtower.com, 10am-9pm daily, $19 adults, $15 seniors, students, and children 6-12, children under 6 free) is a beautiful historical building that used to be the tallest in the West. Built in 1914, the pointy white tower was long a symbol for the city. On the 35th floor—reached on an original Otis elevator with operator—an observation deck offers a 360-degree view of the city, waterfront, and distant mountains. The outdoor viewing deck is surrounding by ornate white gates, and the room is a lovely destination with breathtaking views. Though it once held Chinese artifacts, it’s now part of a larger historical tour and experience, with a bar that serves retro speakeasy-style cocktails.




Seattle’s World’s Fair


Even Elvis discovered Seattle in 1962 when the Century 21 Exposition put the city on the map. The World’s Fair was meant to show off Washington State as the center of jet-age progress, proving it was more than an out-of-the-way region often confused with Washington, D.C.


Over breakfast meetings in the city’s finest hotel, the Olympic, a group of businessmen dreamed up the infrastructure that would become Seattle’s icons—the Seattle Center, the monorail, the Space Needle. In the middle of the space race against the Soviet Union, the home of Boeing had to show off its science and technology above all. A giant replica of a dam had water falling down six spillways, and a giant glass elevator called the Bubbleator took riders through a World of Tomorrow exhibit. There was even a visit from a famous cosmonaut, Gherman Titov, but his notoriety was religious, not technological—at his World’s Fair press conference, he proclaimed, “I don’t believe in God. I believe in man.” Four days later, U.S. astronaut John Glenn agreed that he didn’t see God in space, but only because God was too big for such an appearance.


For all the showing off, the fair was mostly about fun. The country tasted its first Belgian waffles in a popular stand on the outdoor area called the Gayway. Rides and games for the kiddies were out front, but an observant visitor could find Show Street, where the bawdy Gracie Hanson hosted a topless girlie show.


The Shah of Iran, a British prince, Bob Hope, and Lassie all popped by the six-month fair, but of the almost 10 million visitors, none was more adored than Elvis Presley. He shot the film It Happened at the World’s Fair and, in his off hours, avoided crowds by going on double dates with a production assistant—one was even to see an Elvis movie.


When the Century 21 Exposition finally closed in October 1962, its most anticipated guest, President John F. Kennedy, bowed out, claiming a cold. The festivities went on without him, and a few days later it was revealed that the Cuban Missile Crisis, not congestion, had kept JFK away.





BELLTOWN



S Olympic Sculpture Park



An oil company’s waterfront land was reborn as Olympic Sculpture Park (2901 Western Ave., 206/654-3100, www.seattleartmuseum.org, sunrise-sunset daily; pavilion: 10am-5pm Tues.-Sun. summer, 10am-4pm Tues.-Sun. winter, free), a series of zigzagging green spaces that hold massive works of art. The centerpiece is Alexander Calder’s The Eagle, a twisted figure in red visible to the ferries that cross Elliott Bay. A glass bridge is decorated with images of the skyline, and the piece Love & Loss has a prominent ampersand on a tall spike. A Z-shaped path crosses the green space as it leads down to the water. The vivarium, a narrow building with a 60-foot nurse log inside, showcases an intersection of art and nature—illustrating how a dying tree serves as an incubator for new plants. Outside, the sculpture park includes ginkgo and dawn redwood trees, plus meadow grasses and a shoreline often visited by seals. A pavilion holds restrooms and offices, plus a large space for events.
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Eagle by Alexander Calder at Olympic Sculpture Park





QUEEN ANNE


Seattle Center


Born as the fairgrounds of the 1962 World’s Fair, the Seattle Center (305 Harrison St., 206/684-7200, www.seattlecenter.com) is a giant play space, workshop, stage, and meeting spot. Beyond its signature tall white arches—part of the Pacific Science Center, designed by the same architect that designed New York City’s World Trade Center—is the domed International fountain and 74 acres of performance spaces, museums, and parks. The Seattle Center serves as the city’s collective backyard, or perhaps its welcoming parlor, as a number of festivals take place on the grounds celebrating music, art, and culture. One lawn has a giant, multicolored outdoor glass mosaic by Paul Horiuchi, and a pagoda made of Japanese cypress wood houses a bell that was given to the city by its sister city, Kobe, Japan.



S SPACE NEEDLE



The city’s retro icon was born as a sketch on a cocktail napkin by one of the 1962 World’s Fair planners, but the 605-foot Space Needle (400 Broad St., 206/905-2100, www.spaceneedle.com) was built in less than a year. During the World’s Fair, the space-age elevators were operated by pretty young women; today the operators (of both genders) tell a quick story of the tower during the trip to the top. At 520 feet, the Observation Deck (10am-11pm Mon.-Thurs., 9:30am-11:30am Fri.-Sat., 9:30am-11pm Sun., $19-29 adults, $16-22 seniors, $13-18 youth 4-12, children 3 and under free) features indoor and outdoor binoculars and information on what you can see (or what you’d see if the clouds would clear); a snack bar and gift shop are located inside. Timed tickets can be purchased in advance; lines often wrap the Space Needle base, so plan ahead. The revolving SkyCity Restaurant is undergoing renovations but will eventually feature a glass floor.
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Space Needle





PACIFIC SCIENCE CENTER


Life-size dinosaurs and bigger-than-life IMAX films live at the kid-friendly Pacific Science Center (200 2nd Ave. N, 206/443-2001, www.pacificsciencecenter.org, 10am-5pm Mon. and Wed.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat.-Sun., $19.75 adults, $17.75 seniors, $14.75 children 6-15, $11.75 children 3-5, children under 3 free). During the 1962 World’s Fair, this was the U.S. Science Pavilion, and there’s a retro midcentury feel to the outdoor pools and boxy buildings. The exhibits inside are much more up to date, featuring a live-weather globe and interactive health displays. Warm and humid, the Tropical Butterfly House is filled with 500 tropical butterflies every week; animal exhibits, such as the East African naked mole rat, include residents known to be a little less glamorous. Outside, the Sonic Bloom’s sculptured flowers show off the power of solar radiation by glowing with solar-powered energy. Laser shows take place regularly, arranged to pop or psychedelic tunes, and large visiting history and art exhibitions come to the newly renovated gallery space. Two IMAX theaters show nature films and popular cinema (shows and special exhibitions require additional tickets).


SEATTLE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM


Located downstairs in the Armory, the Seattle Children’s Museum (305 Harrison St., 206/441-1768, www.thechildrensmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat.-Sun., $11.50 adults and children, $10.50 seniors, children under 1 free) appeals to tots 10 and younger—in fact, you have to have a kid of that age to enter. Exhibits are hands on and image based, like the Global Village where the dresser drawers and table are filled with clothing and food from around the world. There is a construction zone, play bus, and a big art studio.


Although the building has had many uses both during and after the World’s Fair, today the Armory serves as a pavilion boasting a truly gourmet food court. Some of Seattle’s most popular restaurants have outposts here, including Skillet Street Food, Mod Pizza, Bigfood BBQ, and Eltana Wood-Fired Bagels. Order from the counter and then head outside if the weather’s good; public bathrooms are also available in the building.


CHIHULY GARDEN AND GLASS


You can’t go far in the Northwest without seeing some spectacular glass art. Chihuly Garden and Glass (305 Harrison St., 206/753-4940, www.chihulygardenandglass.com, 11am-8pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-9pm Fri.-Sat., $29 adults, $22 seniors, $18 children 5-12, children under 5 free) celebrates the country’s most famous glassblower, Dale Chihuly, with a gallery of his works and a fanciful garden of glass flowers and sculpture. Prepare to feel like Alice wandering around Wonderland. Chihuly’s signature bulbs are lit creatively inside. One room consists of a glass ceiling overflowing with anemone-like works, while another turns the pieces into a light installation. The attached Collections Café reflects Chihuly’s penchant for collections—each table center has handfuls of his tin toys, or accordions, or carnival masks, or other items housed under glass.


MUSEUM OF POP CULTURE


What would you do with a billion dollars? Microsoft cofounder Paul Allen started, among other things, the Experience Music Project in honor of Jimi Hendrix and his hometown’s musical heritage, and the Frank Gehry-designed building morphed into the EMP Museum and now the Museum of Pop Culture (325 5th Ave. N, 206/770-2700, www.mopop.org, 10am-7pm daily summer, 10am-5pm daily winter, $33 adults, $30 seniors and students, $24 children 5-17, children under 5 free), dedicated to pop culture. Outside the museum’s guitar tower are interactive booths for trying out keyboards or turntables. Downstairs an animatronic dragon overlooks a fantasy exhibit (pull his tail—he’ll move), which also has a giant magical tree and interactive exhibits about fantasy archetypes. Also downstairs, a science fiction exhibit includes a Star Trek captain’s chair and Doctor Who props.
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Museum of Pop Culture





Seattle Center Monorail


The lumbering old metal Seattle Center Monorail (Harrison and Broad Sts., 206/905-2600, www.seattlemonorail.com, 7:30am-11pm Mon.-Fri., 8:30am-11pm Sat.-Sun. summer; 7:30am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 7:30am-11pm Fri., 8:30am-11pm Sat., 8:30am-9pm Sun. winter, $2.25 adults, $1 seniors and children 5-12, children under 5 free) skates down a mile-long track to the center of downtown, a reminder of the city’s once-extensive plans for public transportation. The trip is great fun for transportation junkies or tourists looking to see the city from a few stories up, but it’s not much of a commuter time-saver, running from the Seattle Center to the Westlake Mall. Still, the train rumbling above 5th Avenue or through the Experience Museum Project, which was built around it, remains one of the enduring sights of Seattle.


Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Visitor Center


Although Bill Gates first made his mark as the founder of Microsoft, he’s now trying to solve the world’s biggest problems of health and extreme poverty through his foundation. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Visitor Center (440 5th Ave. N, 206/709-3100, www.gatesfoundation.org, 10am-5pm daily, free) is a chance to highlight for visitors what the foundation does. The ash and apple wood displays explain how the Gates’ money helps smaller organizations deliver health care and crop assistance. A giant interactive wall offers a timeline of the Gates family and the group itself. But perhaps the biggest emphasis is on toilets: In an effort to bring sustainable sanitation to people living in unhygienic conditions, the foundation’s Reinvent the Toilet Challenge produced a waterless solar-powered toilet prototype that now stands in the lobby.


SOUTH LAKE UNION



S Museum of History and Industry



When the Museum of History and Industry (860 Terry Ave. N, 206/324-1126, www.mohai.org, 10am-5pm Fri.-Wed., 10am-8pm Thurs. summer; 10am-5pm daily winter, $19.95 adults, $15.95 seniors, $13.95 students, children free) moved to this waterfront ex-armory building in 2012, it spurred a renewed interest in the museum’s mix of artifacts, hands-on exhibits, and curiosities. The working World War II-era periscope offers a chance to peek out onto Lake Union, and displays explain the impact of events like the Great Seattle Fire of 1889 and the 1962 World’s Fair. An old notepad bears the scribbling of a young Bill Gates, and the city’s preeminent beer sign, from the old Rainier brewery, gets center stage. Outside are several historical ships and tugboats and a small pond with model sailboat rentals.
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Museum of History and Industry





South Lake Union Streetcar


The city of Seattle has almost as many forms of transportation as it has hills. The South Lake Union Streetcar (206/553-3060, www.seattlestreetcar.org, 6am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 6am-11pm Fri.-Sat., 10am-7pm Sun., $2.25 adults, $1 seniors, $1.50 children 6-17, children under 6 free) begins at Stewart Street and Fifth Avenue and travels through the South Lake Union neighborhood and up the east side of Lake Union. The neighborhood has quickly become home to new restaurants and stores in recent years, thanks to the relocation of the Amazon campus to the once-sleepy neighborhood.


CAPITOL HILL


Seattle Asian Art Museum


The Seattle Asian Art Museum (1400 E Prospect St., 206/654-3100, www.seattleartmuseum.org) is operated by the Seattle Art Museum, but is located in the middle of Volunteer Park in a beautiful 1933 building that once housed the entire SAM collection, with pieces of Chinese, Indian, Korean, Japanese, and Southeast Asian origin. Replicas of Ming dynasty camel statues sit outside among well-kept flower beds, perfect as props in a photo. The museum is currently closed for renovations but anticipates reopening in 2019.
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Seattle Asian Art Museum





UNIVERSITY DISTRICT


Locals say “UW” or the shorter “U-Dub” when they’re talking about the sprawling University of Washington (1401 NE Campus Pkwy., 206/543-9686, www.washington.edu). The campus was first a fairground, host to the 1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition. Students crowd the central Red Square between classes or relax on grassy quads, but the busiest gathering space on game days is the rebuilt Husky Stadium on Lake Washington.


Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture


What’s cooler than dinosaur skeletons? How about the bones of a giant sloth, remains that were found at Seattle-Tacoma airport and delivered to the Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture (17th Ave. NE and NE 45th St., 206/543-5590, www.burkemuseum.org, 10am-5pm daily, $10 adults, $8 seniors, $7.50 students and children 5 and older, children under 4 free) at the University of Washington. The fossils of a mastodon and stegosaurus are even more massive, and the museum holds treasures that didn’t come out of the dirt as well. A survey of the Pacific cultures that influenced the Northwest includes exhibits from Japan, Korea, China, and Hawaii. A new building opens in 2019, and throughout the move the old building will show the behind-the-scenes work of moving specimens to the new space.


Henry Art Gallery


The University of Washington’s Henry Art Gallery (15th Ave. NE at NE 41st St., 206/543-2280, www.henryart.org, 11am-4pm Wed. and Fri.-Sun., 11am-9am Thurs., $10 adults, $6 seniors, students and children under 14 free) is not only a repository for art, it’s one of the university’s hubs for arts and cultural events. Originally founded by a local philanthropist as the first public art museum in the state, it started with 19th- and 20th-century paintings but later grew to have a substantial photography collection and new-media installations. There are also textiles from around the world, including rugs from Central Asia and costumes from Eastern Europe. The gallery’s café (8am-4pm Tues.-Fri., 10:30am-2pm Sat.-Sun.) has salads, sandwiches, and coffee, plus pastries and wraps.


BALLARD


Nordic Museum


Although much of the Northwest can trace some roots to Scandinavia, Ballard in particular was founded by people of Northern Europe. So it’s no wonder the Nordic Museum (2655 NW Market St., 206/789-5707, www.nordicmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Tues.-Wed. and Fri-Sun., 10am-8pm Thurs., $15 adults, $12 seniors, $10 students and youth, free for children under 5) is located in Ballard. A new building was erected in 2018, right where the working waterfront meets the neighborhood. Its exhibits show off photos and artifacts that tell the story of Nordic immigrants to the United States in the 19th century, especially their work in the fishing and lumber industries. The Folk Art Galleries have costumes, textiles, and furniture with roots in the Nordic countries: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. Visiting exhibitions explore specific artists or themes.


GREATER SEATTLE


Discovery Park


The large waterfront Discovery Park (3801 Discovery Park Blvd., 206/386-4236, www.seattle.gov, park: 4am-11pm daily, cultural center: 8:30am-5pm Tues.-Sun., free), near the Seattle neighborhood of Magnolia, used to be a military installation called Fort Lawton, though the army presence there was never very large. In World War II it served as a POW camp for Germans and Italians, and some of the latter were allowed to socialize with Seattle residents. More than 500 acres became Discovery Park in the 1970s, named for George Vancouver’s ship, including areas around the 1881 West Point Lighthouse on Puget Sound. The park has more than 2 miles of beaches, plus wooded bluffs and meadows with great views. Trails cross the park; it’s a 1.5-mile walk to the beach from the parking lots, passing some old military buildings and a radar that serves as backup for the Seattle-Tacoma airport. There are tennis courts and a playground, and tide pools are visible during low tides on the north beach. The visitors center at the main entrance has park staff and limited exhibits.


Woodland Park Zoo


The 92 acres of Woodland Park Zoo (550 Phiney Ave. N, Green Lake, 206/548-2500, www.zoo.org, 9:30am-6pm daily spring-summer, $20.95 adults, $18.95 seniors, $12.95 children 3-12, children under 3 free; 9:30am-4pm daily fall-winter, $14.95 adults, $12.95 seniors, $9.95 children 3-12, children under 3 free) hold more than 1,000 animals of more than 300 species, many of which are endangered. Nearly a million people visit the zoo every year, so it’s one of the city’s busiest attractions. An African Savanna area has giraffes, hippos, gazelles, and zebras, and the Tropical Asia exhibit has orangutans. Keepers give demonstrations with different raptor species, and grizzly bears are fed salmon every day even though their exhibit has a stream stocked with fish. Ask about when the gorillas get their afternoon snack packs filled with food and toys. The zoo gives discounts for taking public transportation; check the website before going.


University of Washington Arboretum


The University of Washington Arboretum (2300 Arboretum Dr. E, Madison Park, 206/543-8800, http://depts.washington.edu, visitors center 9am-5pm daily, free) is more than a simple garden, it’s a tree sanctuary that holds more than 20,000 of them over 230 acres, including well-regarded collections of maple, pine, oak, and mountain ash. Trails circle the park, and yes, there are plenty of flowers, too. Wetlands on Lake Washington are especially populated with waterfowl.


The nearby Japanese Garden (1075 Lake Washington Blvd. E, 206/684-4725, www.seattle.gov/parks, noon-5pm Mon., 10am-5pm Tues.-Sun. Mar. and Oct.; noon-7pm Mon., 10am-7pm Tues.-Sun Apr. and Aug.; noon-8pm Mon., 10am-8pm Tues.-Sun. May-July; noon-6pm Mon., 10am-6pm Tues.-Sun. Sept.; 10am-4pm Tues.-Sun. Nov., $6 adults, $4 seniors, students, and children 6-17, children under 6 free) is operated by the city, not the university, so there’s a fee to enter. The garden is especially popular when the cherry blossom trees bloom. Tea ceremonies are held occasionally, and a community center inside the formal Japanese garden has periodic art displays.


Bellevue Arts Museum


Who says Seattle has all the culture? Across Lake Washington in the posh city of Bellevue is the Bellevue Arts Museum (510 Bellevue Way NE, Bellevue, 425/519-0770, www.bellevuearts.org, 11am-5pm Wed.-Sun., $12 adults, $10 seniors and students, children under 6 free). It focuses on Northwest creations, with an emphasis that puts crafts and design works next to paintings and sculptures.



S Museum of Flight



You might think you like airplanes, but until you’ve been to the Museum of Flight (9404 E Marginal Way, South Seattle, 206/764-5720, www.museumofflight.org, 10am-5pm daily, $23 adults, $19 seniors, $14 children 5-17, children under 5 free), you don’t really understand what it means to be obsessed with flight. The building is located next to Boeing Field, an airstrip used by Boeing and private aircraft, whose tarmac is often lined with new and experimental aircraft. The museum has 150 planes and flying machines, many hanging in a giant glass pavilion—there’s the Mach 3 Blackbird, the fastest plane ever built, and early airmail biplanes, a sailplane, WWI fighters, and a Huey helicopter. A big red barn—the original Boeing airplane factory—traces the history of flight and the Boeing industry in Seattle. Outdoors is a kind of parking lot for cool old airplanes, including a supersonic Concorde jet and the first jet to serve as Air Force One—you can walk through the 707 and see where President Kennedy sat on his flights. The 3-D theater and flight simulators let you feel like you got off the ground.
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Museum of Flight





One of the most exciting parts of the Museum of Flight is the space exhibits, including a full-size replica of an International Space Station lab and a Soyuz module used by Charles Simonyi, a billionaire who used his Microsoft money to visit space (and built the gallery that houses many of the museum’s space artifacts). In the center of the room is the giant Space Shuttle Trainer, a full-scale replica of the now retired spacecraft. It never went to space, but every shuttle astronaut trained on it. Tours ($20-25, reservations recommended) are available for a peek inside the crew compartment, though any museum visitor can look inside the cargo bay—Queen Elizabeth once dined inside it when she visited NASA in Houston, Texas.


SIGHTSEEING TOURS


When is a bus like a boat? When you’re riding one of the amphibious craft at Ride the Ducks (516 Broad St., 206/441-3825, www.ridetheducksofseattle.com, 10am-4pm Mon.-Fri., 9:30am-4pm Sat.-Sun., $35 adults, $32 seniors, $20 children 4-12, $5 children under 2). These vehicles were originally used in World War II, but now they’re rollicking tour vessels that show off Seattle by land and sea. Tours begin with goofy introductions by the driver, who’ll likely wear a silly hat the entire trip. Expect a little bit of history and a lot of loud music and games, like screaming “ka-ching” every time you pass a Starbucks, and the humming of duck-shaped kazoos that some riders purchase. After a loop through the downtown streets, the Duck open-air vehicles travel to the north end of Lake Union, where they head into the water and become boats. The water tour passes Gasworks Park and the floating homes that were popularized in the movie Sleepless in Seattle.


Not only does Argosy Cruises (Pier 55, 1101 Alaskan Way, 888/623-1445, www.argosycruises.com, $27-84 adults, $22-75 seniors, $13-32 children 4-12, children under 4 free) run the Tillicum Village experience, it also has a whole slate of boat tours around Puget Sound and Lake Washington. The harbor cruise, a narrated one-hour experience, visits the city’s industrial waterfront and shipping terminal, providing water views of the Space Needle. The Locks Cruise (2.5 hours) includes a trip through the Ballard Locks and peeks at the houseboats on Lake Union. Other tours that visit Lake Washington—with its floating bridges, waterfront mansions, and stadium views—leave from marinas in South Lake Union or Kirkland. Dining and murder-mystery-game cruises are scheduled regularly, and in the winter the Christmas Ship, decked in white lights, travels to 45 different waterfront communities and broadcasts the caroling performance of the onboard choir. The tradition reaches back more than 60 years, and once the schedule is posted, the residents of each Seattle waterfront community make a point of greeting the ship as it passes. Tickets can be booked on both the Christmas Ship with its choir or the Parade Boat that follows it.




Day Trip to Woodinville Wine Country


Most of Washington’s famed wine-making takes place east of Seattle, across the mountains. But go just a little east of the city for a town that’s become a kind of emissary for the far-off vineyards. Woodinville is just 30 miles from the Space Needle but can feel like a different world, one with a slower pace and finer appreciation for sitting around and sipping spirits.


In the center is Chateau Ste. Michelle (14111 NE 145th St., 425/488-1133, www.ste-michelle.com, tastings and tours 10am–5pm daily, free), a French-style behemoth that should look utterly out of place in rural Washington. Instead the quaint shutters and giant wooden doors on the estate are welcoming, if a bit weird, and the winery gives tastings and hosts summer concerts on its well-trimmed lawns.


Besides the big French castle, dozens of other establishments have tasting rooms around Woodinville, and two-thirds of the 99 wineries in town actually produce wine here. Nearly half produce fewer than 2,000 cases, compared to Chateau Ste. Michelle’s more than two million. It’s possible to wander on foot between tasting rooms in the industrial part of town, or simply stop at one of the larger establishments for a snack and a lengthy tasting.


Drinks may be taken care of, but there’s always dinner to consider, and the town has a clear favorite dining spot in The Herbfarm (14590 NE 145th St., 425/485-5300, http://theherbfarm.com, seatings at 4:30pm or 7pm, $205-265). Originally home to an educational meal on the site of a small local farm, now it’s relocated to a flowery spot across the street from Ste. Michelle. Meals are a single-seating, nine-course affair preceded by a garden tour and introduction to swine named Basil and Borage—they’re pets, not future pork dishes. As befits the wine-loving town, the restaurant chooses pairings from a 26,000-bottle cellar.






Entertainment and Events



It’s been a long time since the city was just known for grunge music. Culture in Seattle ranges from a strong jazz tradition to thriving independent movie theaters. Cocktail culture is nationally recognized, but the city’s quirky sensibilities are still found in watering holes, clubs, and music venues.


NIGHTLIFE


Brewpubs and Taprooms


DOWNTOWN


There are bars with impressive beer selections, and then there’s the Tap House Grill (1506 6th Ave, 206/816-3314, http://taphousegrill.com, 11am-1am Sun.-Thurs., 11am-2am Fri.-Sat.) A curved wall behind the bar has 160 taps, claimed to be the largest selection in the region. The Tap House Grill carries international styles like Belgians and bitters, but, this being the hoppy Pacific Northwest, more than two dozen IPAs are featured. Almost all local breweries are represented, and bartenders offer tastes to help customers find the perfect choice. The basement space is a large, corporate-style restaurant, but happy hour flatbreads topped with chicken sausage or bacon and pineapple are a great deal. The rest of the menu is broad, encompassing nearly as many food styles as beer varieties: jambalaya, prime rib, pad Thai, and more.


CAPITOL HILL


The barn-like Rhein Haus (912 12th Ave., 206/325-5409, www.rheinhausseattle.com, 3pm-2am Mon.-Fri., 10am-2am Sat.-Sun.) is a German theme park unto itself, with multiple bars, indoor bocce courts, a fireplace, and long beer-hall tables popular with students from Seattle University across the street. Beer comes in glasses that range from a two-ounce taste to a full-liter mug, and most pours hail from Germany and Austria. A special machine spirals potatoes thin, so they can be fried on a stick like a never-ending potato chip.


The idea of a beer bar in a mortuary sounds grim, but in practice at Pine Box (1600 Melrose Ave., 206/588-0375, www.pineboxbar.com, 3pm-2am Mon.-Fri., 11am-2am Sat.-Sun.) it’s a perfect fit. With its giant curved windows and high molded ceilings, the space feels like a warm church dedicated to the worship of beer and hanging out. The bar has a few dozen beers on tap, and the food menu is split between “less,” “more,” and pizza dishes, all the kind of spicy, saucy eats that pair well with a high-alcohol specialty beer. For all the grandeur of the former place of mourning, including a loft overlooking the whole space, it’s a loud and crowded beer hall.


Local beer is crucial to the Northwest drinking scene; since most of the nation’s hops are grown here, the bitter IPA practically flows from the water taps, and every week there’s a new brewery putting out IBUs from a suburban garage or Ballard bike shed. Stumbling Monk (1635 E Olive Way, 206/860-0916, 6pm-2am daily), a fixture that sits between two busy hubs of Capitol Hill, takes a different approach to beer appreciation by specializing in Belgians and other imports. It’s as dark as a European pub, with high-backed booths and wooden tables that look like they have as much history as the Habsburgs. Though the bottle menu attracts aficionados, the selection of board games is a clear sign that the joint isn’t about beer snobbery.


Bars and Clubs


DOWNTOWN


Down the stairs from Pike Place Market is the quintessential Seattle cocktail bar, Zig Zag Café (1501 Western Ave., No. 202, 206/625-1146, www.zigzagseattle.com, 5pm-2am daily). Bartenders in neat black vests take pride in crafting memorable cocktails and remembering customer’s faces, making it a local’s favorite even as tourists wander up the steps outside. Stroll down the alley that runs just uphill from the market and look for a half-open Dutch door; that’s White Horse Trading Company (1908 Post Alley, 206/441-7767, 4pm-midnight Mon.-Thurs., 4pm-2am Fri.-Sat.), a snug British drinkery crowded with old-timey golf clubs, bookshelves, and paintings of red-coated fox hunters. Besides British ales, the bar serves Pimm’s Cup highballs, a drink that’s to Brits at Wimbledon what a mint julep is to Southerners at the Kentucky Derby.
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White Horse Trading Company





For an even more literate quaff, Bookstore Bar & Café (Alexis Hotel, 1007 1st Ave., 206/624-3646, www.bookstorebar.com, 7am-10pm Mon.-Fri., 8am-10pm Sat.-Sun.) sits under rows of books for sale. Any tome is $5, and dishes at happy hour (3pm-6pm daily) aren’t much more. The best reading in the house, however, is the menu of 70 single-malt Scotch whiskeys and almost as many American whiskeys.


To call The Hideout (1005 Boren Ave., 206/903-8480, www.hideoutseattle.com, 4pm-2am Mon.-Fri., 6pm-2am Sat.-Sun.) an art bar is a vast understatement—nearly every inch of the 16-foot-high walls are plastered with canvases, a thoughtful still life next to a frantic modern collage. The signage outside is modest, perhaps to best fit in with the surrounding hospitals in First Hill, or “Pill Hill.” Be sure to swing by the art vending machine in the bar’s dark corner before ordering from the bar. You can get a beer, a decent cocktail, or an artwork price list and flashlight to shop the gallery around you.


BELLTOWN


Peek down an alleyway and look for a metal placard noting the entrance to neo-speakeasy Bathtub Gin and Co. (2205 2nd Ave., 206/728-6069, www.bathtubginseattle.com, 5pm-2am daily), a thin, multilevel establishment that does more than trade on its twee theme. Great dates take place in the bar’s intimate nooks, but sit at the small bar to have the talented bartenders create original cocktails. When it comes time to pay, request a receipt—they’ll usually handwrite one, complete with doodles of beer bottles or cocktail glasses.


For cocktails just as fancy but easier to find, Rob Roy (2332 2nd Ave., 206/956-8423, www.robroyseattle.com, 4pm-2am daily) isn’t far away. Even classic cocktails here are on the obscure side (ever heard of a Jungle Bird?), and if you’re lucky, ice will be chopped by hand to fit the glass. Original creations are even more eyebrow raising—the Gunpowder Punch includes rum, gin, spices, and actual gunpowder. Just a little, though.


SOUTH LAKE UNION


Despite its location as a lonely club on a somewhat quiet street, Lo-Fi Performance Gallery (429 Eastlake Ave., 206/254-2824, www.thelofi.net, hours vary) is definitely best known as a dance club, especially on its most popular theme nights. A ’60s soul night steers away from overplayed hits, while the massively popular monthly ’90s dance party is full of chart toppers.



CAPITOL HILL



The area’s cocktail cathedral is the prim and proper Canon (928 12th Ave., 206/552-9755, www.canonseattle.com, 5pm-2am daily), where bartenders, whiskeys, and bitters are the stars. No one is let inside unless a seat is available, so there’s no throwing elbows to reach the bar. Not that there isn’t a sense of humor here—click here of the massive menu is labeled “hardcore porn” for bottles like a $1,225 Canoe Club whiskey from 1898 or a Maker’s Mark named for the Triple Crown-winning horse Seattle Slew.


As the home of the city’s party scene, Capitol Hill isn’t all good behavior. There’s an obvious Western theme at Montana (1506 E Olive Way, 206/422-4647, www.montanainseattle.com, 4pm-2am daily), where specials are scrawled on a blackboard. Bearded young men in flannel shirts fill the wooden booths, and even the women here are likely to be wearing plaid.


Every other pattern under the sun is represented at The Unicorn (1118 E Pike St., 206/325-6492, www.unicornseattle.com, noon-2am Mon.-Fri., 11am-2am Sat.-Sun.), a veritable assault on the senses. Decorated like a circus seen through an acid trip, it even has horned beasts mounted on the walls—real taxidermy ones, not unicorns. Downstairs is even wilder: a basement bar called the Narwhal, named for the unicorns of the sea. Pinball machines, a photo booth, and sticky floors are a good match for the cheap cocktails and bowls of popcorn.


Though located in Capitol Hill, The Baltic Room (1207 Pine St., 206/625-4444, www.balticroom.com, 10pm-2am Mon.-Sat.) is just a bridge away from downtown, so it pulls scenesters from both neighborhoods. It hosts a wide range of DJs and the usual mix of pop, R&B, and house-music nights, but you can also find odder things taking place on the dance floor, like a live art painting event while speakers thump dance music around the artists.


BALLARD


The spacious King’s Hardware (5225 Ballard Ave. NW, 206/782-0027, www.kingsballard.com, 3pm-2am Mon.-Fri., noon-2am Sat.-Sun.) isn’t the only bar in Seattle with Skee-Ball, but it’s probably the best. Linda Dershang, Seattle’s expert on great casual hangouts, helped create the bar in an old hardware space, taking care to include must-haves like an outdoor patio, a vintage Donkey Kong game, burgers, and a jukebox.


Slightly more upscale is the nearby Noble Fir (5316 Ballard Ave. NW, 206/420-7425, www.thenoblefir.com, 4pm-midnight Tues.-Thurs., 4pm-1am Fri.-Sat., 1pm-9pm Sun.), a sleek establishment that gets more natural light than most firs in the forest. The beer menu shows evidence of fastidious selection, and one corner has a hiking and travel book library nook.


Gay and Lesbian


With its white walls and floor, sleek surfaces, and high-concept lighting, Q (1426 Broadway, www.qnightclub.com, 9pm-2am Wed.-Thurs., 10am-3am Fri.-Sat.) can feel more like an Apple Store than a dance club. But then the music kicks up and drinks start flowing, featuring house-made infused vodkas in Hickory Bacon or Chocomint flavors.


While it’s common to find a mixed crowd on Q’s dance floor, The Cuff (1533 13th Ave., 206/323-1525, www.cuffcomplex.com, 2pm-2am daily) is unapologetically a gay bar. It’s popular among the leather, bear, and fetish crowds, but the dance floor draws a diverse mix of men, and the spot’s disco ball has hung in local gay bars since the 1970s. It’s a more chill scene at C.C. Attle’s (1701 E Olive Way, 206/726-0565, www.ccattles.net, 3pm-2am Mon.-Fri., 2pm-2am Sat.-Sun.), a bear bar with pool and more sunlight than many drinking holes on the Hill.


Live Music


The art deco styling of the downtown Showbox (1426 1st Ave., 206/628-3151, www.showboxpresents.com) doesn’t lie. The theater has been around since the 1930s and once hosted burlesque superstar Gypsy Rose Lee in her hometown. Today the space creates intimacy with the audience spread over several levels, making it a popular stop for rock, indie, and R&B acts.


Born as a Beaux-Arts vaudeville and movie theater in the 1920s, the Paramount Theatre (911 Pine St., 206/902-5500, www.stgpresents.org/paramount) now welcomes traveling Broadway shows, big headlining musicians, and massive political rallies. The old dame of a theater was renovated in the 1990s by a Microsoft executive with a flair for the dramatic; she donated the theater to a nonprofit group to manage it.
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Paramount Theatre





More intimate performances take place at downtown’s The Triple Door (216 Union St., 206/838-4333, www.thetripledoor.net), with plush booth seating and an Asian fusion menu. The stage at Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley (2033 6th Ave., 206/441-9729, www.jazzalley.com) is surrounded by two levels of tables and upscale diners.


Neumos (925 E Pike St., 206/709-9442, www.neumos.com) got its name because it’s the “New Moe’s,” the resurrection of a ’90s club that welcomed Radiohead, Pearl Jam, and Neil Young; even President Bill Clinton popped in for a show when he was in town. Today the performance space is the center of a complex that includes a fish fry eatery, a casual bar, and a more-intimate stage.


THE ARTS


Theater


It may be more than 3,000 miles from 5th Avenue Theatre (1308 5th Ave., 206/625-1900, www.5thavenue.org) to Broadway, but the trip feels quicker for the musicals produced here that have gone on to successful Broadway runs—including two Tony Award winners for Best Musical. Besides future blockbusters like Memphis and Hairspray, the theater hosts touring productions.


Seattle Repertory Theatre (155 Mercer St., 206/443-2222, www.seattlerep.org) dates back to the arts enthusiasm that arose after the 1962 World’s Fair left the city with a number of performance spaces. The group has premiered plays by big-name playwrights like August Wilson and Neil Simon, and its theater in the Seattle Center is recognized as the city’s foremost nonmusical theater stage. The downtown ACT Theatre (700 Union St., 206/292-7660, www.acttheatre.org) specializes in contemporary productions and commissions new works from up-and-coming playwrights.


Classical Music, Opera, and Dance


As the home of the Seattle Symphony, Benaroya Hall (200 University St., 206/215-4800, www.seattlesymphony.org/benaroya) performances are most often under the direction of electric conductor Ludovic Morlot, though the stage also hosts talks and even film events. A giant Dale Chihuly sculpture decorates the main hall, and giant glass windows open to a downtown view. McCaw Hall (321 Mercer St., 206/733-9725, www.mccawhall.com) in Seattle Center shares its stage with Seattle Opera (www.seattleopera.org) and Pacific Northwest Ballet (www.pnb.org), the latter a nationally recognized dance troupe.


Modern dance works are a highlight of the Queen Anne-based On the Boards (100 W Roy St., 206/217-9886, www.ontheboards.org), whose summer NW New Works Festival encourages artists to take big risks in theater performances.


CINEMA


The giant 70-foot curved screen of Cinerama (2100 4th Ave., 206/448-6680, www.cinerama.com) harks back to an earlier era when movies had intermissions and IMAX didn’t exist. The retro theater hosts first-run movies, classic movie nights, and special events, and even the popcorn is special—coated in chocolate.


The menu’s much broader at Big Picture (2505 1st Ave., 206/256-0566, www.thebigpicture.net), a small basement theater with a full bar outside. Order a drink before the lights dim to get in-seat delivery in the middle of the flick.


FESTIVALS AND EVENTS


Wintergrass (Bellevue, www.acousticsound.org, Feb.) is an annual bluegrass music event that draws banjo players and fiddle masters just east of Seattle every winter. Hotel ballrooms fill with music performances, but the hallways and sidewalks are just as likely to be packed with folk tunes as musicians gather and jam.


Seattle is known as a nerd town, so it’s no wonder that the Emerald City ComicCon (www.emeraldcitycomicon.com, Mar.) has grown into a giant festival of comic books, superheroes, and fantasy. Actor appearances, book signings, and film screenings draw attendees, and thousands of people don costumes for the event.


Seattle’s annual Pride Parade (www.seattlepride.org, June) now celebrates the legalization of same-sex marriage in Washington. The parade usually starts at 11am and runs north down 4th Avenue to Denny Way. Billed as the largest free Pride festival in the country, Seattle PrideFest (www.seattlepridefest.org, June) fills Seattle Center (305 Harrison St., 206/684-7200, www.seattlecenter.com) with vendors and performers.


Things go fast at Seafair (www.seafair.com, June-Aug.), the city’s annual summer festival that stretches from June to August. Hydroplanes race around Lake Washington at more than 150 miles per hour, and fighter jets turn loops above a boat flotilla that forms on the lake. But not everything is in a rush—the annual Torchlight Parade and Parade of Ships are no faster than a mosey.


Once an upstart neighborhood event, the Capitol Hill Block Party (www.capitolhillblockparty.com, July) has grown into a raucous July weekend party. Independent musicians appear on stages throughout the hipster enclave of South Capitol Hill, though the festival’s growth has meant more and more recognizable names on the bill.


Even before Washington legalized recreational marijuana use in 2012, Hempfest (www.hempfest.org, Aug.) has been the largest pot-themed gathering in the world. Bands, bong sales, and activist work fill the now three-day festival held the third weekend in August, always free and always 100 percent volunteer run.


The city’s biggest music festival is named for something locals are proud to do without—umbrellas, or in British slang, Bumbershoot (www.bumbershoot.org, Sept.). Every Labor Day weekend, the Seattle Center grounds fill with arts of every stripe, from headlining bands playing Key Arena to art shows and poetry readings.



Shopping



Who says Seattle doesn’t have style? It’s a common joke, what with all the polar fleece and hiking boots worn on the street. But there is also a quirky sophistication on display, with local designers often incorporating outdoorsiness into attractive and, dare we say it, refined clothes and home decor.


DOWNTOWN


Books


The downtown Barnes and Noble (600 Pine St., 206/264-0156, www.barnesandnoble.com, 9am-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 9am-11pm Fri.-Sun.) doesn’t look too big on the street level—just magazines, a few shelves of books, and some checkout stands. Go down the escalators for the full store with a children’s section, travel section, Starbucks, and DVD shelves. The basement store opens to the lower lobby of the Pacific Place shopping center and parking garage.


The charming Arundel Bookstore (214 1st Ave. S, 206/624-4442, www.arundelbookstores.com, 11am-6pm daily) is a sweet store in Pioneer Square that is dedicated to the printed word. It specializes in art and rare books and also runs a publishing operation so small that it uses a hand-cranked press.


Clothing and Shoes


Downtown boutique Baby & Company (1936 1st Ave., 206/448-4077, www.babyandco.us, 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.) has carried the torch for Seattle fashion since the 1970s, carrying quirky brands that defy the city’s fleece-and-hiking boots reputation. The feel is one part Bohemian, one part urban chic, in a glistening white space decorated with palm fronds.


There may not be many Seattle occasions for a fancy chapeau from Goorin Brothers Hat Shop (1610 1st Ave., 206/443-8082, www.goorin.com, 10am-7pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-8pm Fri.-Sat., 11am-7pm Sun.), but the staff specializes in personal service and fittings. Learn the difference between a cloche and a fedora, or pick up feathered pings to decorate your own grubby ball cap. Diva Dollz (624 1st Ave., 206/652-2299, www.divadollz.com, noon-6pm daily), in Pioneer Square, is a different kind of throwback, where pinup and rockabilly-style dresses create ’60s silhouettes. It’s not hard to imagine Bettie Page rocking these frocks—when she wore clothes at all, that is.


Department Stores


The downtown Nordstrom (500 Pine St., 206/628-2111, http://shop.nordstrom.com, 9:30am-9pm Mon.-Sat., 10am-7pm Sun.) serves as both the shopping chain’s flagship and the city’s retail anchor. The store’s roots are in shoe sales, but the giant has since grown to include high-end clothing, jewelry, and makeup. Some days a piano player serenades shoppers as they glide up and down the store’s escalators. But anyone priced out of the main store can head underground next door to Nordstrom Rack (400 Pine St., 206/448-8522, http://shop.nordstrom.com, 9:30am-9pm Mon.-Sat., 10am-7pm Sun.). The outlet for the department chain has heavily discounted high fashion and rows of shoes on sale.


The nearby Macy’s (300 Pine St., 206/506-6000, www.macys.com, 10am-8pm Mon.-Wed., 10am-9pm Thurs., 10am-10pm Fri.-Sat., 11am-7pm Sun.) takes a slightly broader approach, carrying more housewares, furniture, and linens. Seattle was one of three cities to first receive City Target (1401 2nd Ave., 206/494-3250, www.target.com, 7am-11pm daily), a slightly smaller version of the cheap big-box retailer meant for the urban dweller. There are fewer large items for sale in the three-floor store, and food selections include ready-made lunches.



Gift and Home



Go ahead, let locals claim they don’t carry an umbrella. That pride has probably meant a miserable walk or two, and they’re missing the plethora of bumbershoots at Bella Umbrella (1535 1st Ave., 206/297-1540, www.bellaumbrella.com, 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., 11am-5pm Sun.). Besides selling and renting a variety of styles (the latter for large events, not an unexpected downpour), the proprietor shows off selections from her own vintage collection.


It’s worth getting lost in Metsker Maps (1511 1st Ave., 206/623-8747, www.metskers.com, 9am-8pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-8pm Sat., 10am-6pm Sun.), a travel store with enough inspiration for several trips around the world. Besides a selection of travel books and folded maps of every corner of the globe, the store specializes in map art, including gorgeous woodcut charts of the Salish Sea. There are gifts galore in Watson Kennedy Fine Home (1022 1st Ave., 206/652-8350, www.watsonkennedy.com, 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.), but you’ll likely be tempted to shop for yourself among the vintage-style glassware, framed art, and fine treats. Local touches can be seen in the Fran’s chocolates (a Seattle brand favored by President Obama) and weathered signs listing ferry destinations around Puget Sound.
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Metsker Maps





Gourmet Goodies


As one corner of the mighty Pike Place Market, DeLaurenti (1435 1st Ave., 206/622-0141, www.delaurenti.com, 9am-6pm Mon.-Sat., 10am-5pm Sun.) has a prime location for its fine-food wares. A long cheese and meat counter sits toward the back, while prepared deli foods up front cause out-the-door lines to form at lunchtime. Head up the steps to a wine room that hosts tastings.


Not everything from Paris-Madrid Grocery (1418 Western Ave., 206/682-2827, www.spanishtable.com, 10am-6pm Mon.-Sat., 11am-5pm Sun.) hails from France and Spain, but most of it does—there’s also quite a bit from Portugal. A cheese counter doles out Manchego and pâté, and a selection of cookbooks provides instruction on how to achieve Iberian flavors.


SOUTH LAKE UNION


Outdoor Equipment


Outdoor store REI (222 Yale Ave. N, 206/223-1944, www.rei.com, 9am-9pm Mon.-Sat., 10am-7pm Sun.) is still the same co-op it was when it was founded by a group of Seattle hikers, only supersized. The flagship’s rock climbing wall, stone fireplace, indoor hiking trail, and outdoor bike route allow customers to really try out the merchandise, and the rental counter downstairs loans out snowshoes, sleeping bags, and tents. The focus is cozier at the nearby Feathered Friends (263 Yale Ave. N, 206/292-2210, www.featheredfriends.com, 10am-8pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat., 11am-5pm Sun.), a fluffy foundry of down everything—coats, booties, sleeping bags, and featherbeds. The store also carries a smaller selection of the same outdoor gear found at REI, but the staff is more reliably knowledgeable.




Gallery Hopping


Pioneer Square is home to many of the city’s art galleries. The area is centered on the intersection of Washington Street and 3rd Avenue South and is a good destination on the first Thursday of every month, when the First Thursday Seattle Art Walk (www.firstthursdayseattle.com, noon-8pm) keeps galleries open. Foster/White Gallery (220 3rd Ave. S, 206/622-2833, www.fosterwhite.com, 10am-6pm Tues.-Sat.) is Northwest-artist focused, and next door is the Greg Kucera Gallery (212 3rd Ave. S, 206/624-0770, www.gregkucera.com, 10:30am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat.), known for contemporary paintings, prints, and sculptures, often highlighting works with a political focus.


Located downtown, close to the Seattle Art Museum, Patricia Rovzar Gallery (1111 1st Ave., 206/223-0273, www.rovzargallery.com, 11am-5pm daily) has bright contemporary works. Sisko Gallery (3126 Elliott Ave., 206/283-2998, www.siskogallery.com, 11am-5pm Fri.-Sun.), near the Olympic Sculpture Park, displays contemporary work and hosts a reservation-only life-drawing club on Sunday.


Capitol Hill’s art scene tends to be looser, younger, and less expensive. Vermillion (1508 11th Ave., 206/709-9797, 4pm-midnight Tues.-Thurs., 4pm-1am Fri.-Sat., 4pm-11pm Sun.) is an art gallery with a fantastic secret—a bar behind the display space. The funky space has a good-sized serving area, a blackboard displaying food items, a good wine list, exposed brick walls, and friendly bartenders.





CAPITOL HILL


Books


In literate Seattle, Elliott Bay Book Company (1521 10th Ave., 206/624-6600, www.elliottbaybook.com, 10am-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-11pm Fri.-Sat., 11am-7pm Sun.) is practically a church. Readers gather among bookshelves, in the café, or in a basement reading room that fills almost daily for names big and small. This is the kind of indie bookstore where the staff recommendations are spot-on and the café seats are a hot commodity.


Clothing and Shoes


In a city this fanatical about recycling, it’s unsurprising that we’d have a shop like NuBE Green (1527 10th Ave., 206/402-4515, www.nubegreen.com, 11am-6pm Mon.-Thurs, 10am-6pm Fri.-Sat., 10am-5pm Sun.), where home decor and fashion meet sustainability. The in-house line remakes pieces using vintage and thrift goods, and everything sold is in some way U.S. made or recycled.


In a stylish, vast space, the wares of Totokaelo (1523 10th Ave., 206/623-3582, www.totokaelo.com, 11am-7pm Mon.-Sat., 11am-6pm Sun.) get a chance to breathe. The menswear, women’s wear, and home furnishings are so fashionable that the local store has more customers in New York City than in Seattle.


Gourmet Goodies


There are two options at Melrose Market (1501-1535 Melrose Ave., 206/568-2666, www.melrosemarketseattle.com): Buy meats and cheeses for a meal at home, or indulge in the handful of restaurants that sit around the two stands. The indoor gourmet market is abutted by Taylor Shellfish Farms (1521 Melrose Ave., 206/501-4321, www.taylorshellfishfarms.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri.-Sat.), where local oysters and mussels are ready to be slurped and steamed.


UNIVERSITY DISTRICT


Books


Not only does the University Book Store (4326 University Way NE, 206/634-3400, www.bookstore.washington.edu, 9am-8pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-7pm Sat., noon-5pm Sun.) carry many of the Northwest authors that are taught at the University of Washington next door, but there’s also every kind of Husky shirt, bag, sticker, and flag imaginable. The large store often holds events with visiting writers.


GREATER SEATTLE


Books


The first place is home and the second place is work. Third Place Books (6504 20th Ave. NE, 206/525-2347, www.thirdplacebooks.com, 8am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 8am-10pm Fri.-Sat.) is meant to be a third important part of a Seattle resident’s life, and sells new and used books in two locations in the city. (This is the Ravenna spot, closest to downtown.) The downstairs Pub at Third Place (206/523-0217, 3pm-11pm Mon.-Thurs., 3pm-midnight Fri.-Sat., 3pm-10pm Sun.) features 18 beer taps, most with local brews, and an international selection of wine. On-site Vios Café (206/525-5701, 8am-9pm daily) offers Greek-inspired menus.


Sports and Recreation


PARKS



S Volunteer Park



Green space impresarios the Olmstead Brothers (who designed Central Park, among other spaces) designed Capitol Hill’s Volunteer Park (1247 15th Ave. E, 206/684-4075, www.seattle.gov/parks, 6am-10pm daily)—less than 50 acres, but with a little bit of everything. A stately brick water tower offers panoramic views from the top, and a glass conservatory blooms even when the weather’s at its worst outside. Lawns dot the space around the Seattle Asian Art Museum, guarded by twin camel statues, and the Isamu Noguchi sculpture Black Sun has a keyhole view of the Space Needle.
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Volunteer Park





Kerry Park


For the absolute best view of the Space Needle, head to Kerry Park (211 W Highland Dr., 206/684-4075, www.seattle.gov/parks) on Queen Anne Hill. This tiny space is known primarily for how it looms over the landmark. It fills quickly on New Year’s Eve, when fireworks shoot from the top of the tower.



Green Lake



The very urban Green Lake (7201 E Green Lake Dr. N, 206/684-4075, www.seattle.gov) is one busy oasis. A walking and biking trail surrounds the lake that’s about 3 miles around, and a swimming beach is available (though the lake sometimes closes for algae blooms). The calm waters are perfect for beginning kayakers and stand-up paddleboarders, and an impressive old bleacher stand faces the water near a boathouse. The 3-mile loop is popular for families, dog walkers, and inline skaters, and the fields around the lake fill with sports team. Boat rentals are available at Green Lake Boat Rental (7351 E Green Lake Dr. N, 206/527-0171, www.greenlakeboatrentals.net, 9am-7pm daily spring-fall, $22-30 per hour), including sailboats and paddleboats. Next to the lake, the Green Lake Pitch & Putt (5701 E Green Lake Way N, 206/632-2280, www.seattle.gov/parks, 9am-dusk Mar.-Oct., $7) is a nine-hole, par-three golf course.


Gasworks Park


There’s something beautiful about the industrial ruins in Gasworks Park (2101 N Northlake Way, 206/684-4075, www.seattle.gov/parks, 6am-10pm daily), even if state ecologists are still testing the metal refineries and tanks for pollution. No swimming is allowed in the waterfront park because of contaminants, but the city views—and the kite-flying—are perfect from atop the park’s biggest hill.
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Gasworks Park





Hiram M. Chittenden Locks


For the mechanically minded, there’s nothing like an afternoon watching the Hiram M. Chittenden Locks (3015 54th St. NW, 206/783-7059, www.nws.usace.army.mil), operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and opened almost a century ago. On a scenic stretch of the ship canal in Ballard, next to a manicured botanical garden, the water elevator lets boats come and go. An underground passage shows off the fish ladder that allows the fish to do the same.


BEACHES


Don’t laugh. There really is sand on Alki Beach Park (1702 Alki Ave. SW, 206/684-4075, www.seattle.gov/parks, 4am-11:30pm daily), in West Seattle on a peninsula that protrudes farther into Puget Sound than downtown. Even when it isn’t all that sunny, locals toss Frisbees, bike along the sandy stretch, or warm themselves around fire pits.


Located north of the city, Golden Gardens Park (8498 Seaview Pl. NW, 206/684-4075, www.seattle.gov/parks, 6am-11:30pm daily) is barbecue central, with room for a volleyball net and an off-leash area for pets. The view of Salmon Bay feels hopelessly far from downtown Seattle.


In a beach that’s more about being seen than swimming, Madison Park (E Madison St. and E Howe St., 206/684-4075, www.seattle.gov/parks, 4am-11:30pm daily) buzzes with chatter, stereos playing, and even some splashing on summer afternoons. Lifeguards overlook the swimmers in the Lake Washington waters, more bearable than the chilly Puget Sound.


BIKING


Cars have the freeway, bikes have the lengthy Burke-Gilman Trail (206/684-7583, www.seattle.gov/parks), which stretches almost 19 miles from Ballard to Bothell. Enter the trailhead at NW 45th Street and 11th Avenue NW; the trail turns into the Sammamish River Trail around NE Bothell Way and 73rd Avenue NE, in Bothell. Hardy cyclists can pedal all the way to the wineries of Woodinville. Commuting bikers are known to buzz the more leisurely walkers on the path if they don’t pay attention to lane markings.


It’s impossible to get lost on the Green Lake Trail (7201 E Green Lake Dr. N, 206/684-4075, www.seattle.gov/parks), a biking and running route around one of the city’s more residential lakes. Pass swimming spots, roller skaters, dog parks, an amphitheater, and sports fields in the 3-mile loop.


Bike Rentals


Downtown’s Bicycle Repair Shop (68 Madison St., 206/682-7057, www.thebicyclerepairshop.com, 8am-6pm Mon.-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat., noon-6pm Sun.) is right on the waterfront, offering hybrid and road bikes ($9-15 per hour) from a spot near the Great Wheel and ferry dock. Self-guided tour maps are free. Seattle has a mandatory helmet law, so all bike rentals come with free headwear.


BOATING


You have two choices: Rent a kayak or stand-up paddleboard at Agua Verde Café and Paddle Club (1303 NE Boat St., University District, 206/545-8570, www.aguaverde.com, $18-24 per hour) before you try the fresh Mexican quesadillas and margaritas, or after. The latter allows you to work off the calories you gained, but you might lose the willpower to paddle up the ship canal to Lake Washington or even peek at the nearby houseboats on Lake Union.


As an organization, Center for Wooden Boats (1010 Valley St., 206/382-2628, www.cwb.org, 12:30pm-5pm or dusk Sat.-Sun., $30-60 per hour), on the south end of Lake Union, promotes shipbuilding and sailing. On a clear day, they do so by renting rowboats, pedal boats, or sailboats. For those nervous about their seafaring skills, there’s no shame in picking up a model version for use on a nearby pond.
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Center for Wooden Boats






HIKING



Although it begins south of downtown near the stadiums, the best place to hop on the Elliott Bay Trail (www.mtsgreenway.org) is in the Olympic Sculpture Park. Look for the trail running along Puget Sound; as the trail heads north, it passes a rose garden, rocky beaches, and picturesque (really!) waterfront grain elevators. The route travels from Myrtle Edwards Park at Alaskan Way and Broad Street to Smith Cove Park at 23rd Avenue West and West Marina Place in Magnolia.


Food


Of course there’s seafood here. We can practically fish mussels and salmon right from Seattle’s downtown piers. But the city is also becoming world-renowned—think James Beard Award-winning chefs—for its local sourcing. And then there’s the Asian influence in the thriving International District and in popular fusion restaurants across town. There’s even a place for classics like the Canlis salad, a high-end dish that hasn’t changed in 50 years.


DOWNTOWN


Pacific Northwest


The beloved S Matt’s at the Market (94 Pike St., No. 32, 206/467-7909, www.mattsinthemarket.com, 11:30am-2:30pm and 5:30pm-10pm Mon.-Sat., lunch $10-16, dinner $28-34) started as a tiny 23-seat eatery and is not that much bigger now. The 2nd-story location keeps it feeling like something of a secret, even though the big curved windows look directly at the iconic Pike Place Market sign. Chefs shop the market daily to create their menus, usually a short list of seafood or other meat dishes and simple, fresh salads.


Seafood


It’s no wonder that Six Seven (2411 Alaskan Way, 206/269-4575, www.edgewaterhotel.com, 6:30am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 6:30am-9:30pm Fri.-Sat., lunch $10-16, dinner $29-48), located in the pier-built Edgewater Hotel, specializes in seafood—it’s practically in Puget Sound. The jazzy atmosphere and killer western views (try to make it here for sunset) almost overshadow the delicate preparations, which are careful not to overpower the halibut, scallops, or salmon. There are also a number of meat dishes, but they’re clearly not the stars of the show. The dessert menu includes a thick, delicious honey lavender crème brûlée. The outdoor deck opens when weather permits, seating diners mere feet from the dark waters of Elliott Bay.


The Seatown Seabar and Rotisserie (2010 Western Ave., 206/436-0390, www.tomdouglas.com, 11am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-10pm Fri., 9am-10pm Sat., 9am-9pm Sun., breakfast $8.50-15.50, lunch $10.50-25, dinner $10.50-28.50), located right next to Pike Place Market, is restaurateur Tom Douglas’s most direct take on seafood. Oysters are popular with the after-work crowd, when the long bar fills quickly. There are also several kinds of Alaskan crab on the menu, plus rotisserie chicken. The Rub with Love Shack next door sells the spices and rubs used at the Tom Douglas restaurants in town.


The popular Ivar’s Acres of Clams (1001 Alaskan Way, 206/624-6852, www.ivars.com, 11am-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri.-Sat., $10-32) is Seattle’s iconic, signature fast food. Locations are throughout the region, but the downtown waterfront spot is the most popular. Ivar Haglund, a colorful Seattle character, opened the chowder and fish-and-chips spot in 1938, bringing in crowds not only with food but also with octopus wrestling and eating contests. The Pier 54 spot has a regular dining room and dockside fast food. It offers both white and red clam chowder, so chowder purists can argue over which is best. Fish-and-chips are made with Alaskan cod and Ivar’s tartar sauce. Ivar’s own motto was “keep clam,” and a statue commemorating him stands near the restaurant.




[image: image]


Ivar’s Acres of Clams





American


Located across from Matt’s at the Market and also featuring curved windows, Radiator Whiskey (94 Pike St., No. 30, 206/467-4268, www.radiatorwhiskey.com, 4pm-midnight Mon.-Sat., $14-22) has a completely different feel. This is a hangout joint, one where not only the kitchen is open but the shelves are stacked with dishes and napkins. The menu is scrawled across a blackboard, and there are barrels behind the bar. Those barrels hold special whiskeys and barrel-aged cocktails, none of which come cheap; the lengthy whiskey menu is also easy to get lost in. Despite being in the middle of a tourist favorite, on the 2nd floor of a market location, the bar draws locals and restaurant industry folk with a happy hour menu of tot-chos—nachos made with tater tots—and a “dirty” sandwich that comes with a side of a Rainier tall boy and a shot of whiskey. Regular dinner still feels like a happy hour thanks to the crowds and buzz of the joint, though meat dishes like a lamb neck sloppy Joe and beef brisket are certainly substantial enough. A smoked half-pig head ($60) will feed the whole table but must be ordered in advance.


The grill is the thing at meat-centric Miller’s Guild (612 Stewart St, 206/443-3663, http://millersguild.com, 7am-10pm daily, $25-54), attached to Hotel Max. The wood-fired grill in the restaurant cooks beef that was dry-aged for 75 days, plus a daily selection that can include Wagyu ribeye and lamp chops; look to the handwritten “From the Inferno” menu. The nose-to-tail butchery is taken seriously, and even the morning breakfast is hearty, drawing on foraged mushrooms for the frittata. The modern interior keeps it from feeling like an old-fashioned steak house; seats at the bar are the best way to get a look at the monster grill.


You almost have to lean back to see the top of the wine tower in the two-story Purple Café and Wine Bar (1225 4th Ave., 206/829-2280, www.thepurplecafe.com, 11am-11pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-midnight Fri., noon-midnight Sat., noon-11pm Sun., $13-35). The cavernous space fills with diners during happy hour and on weeknights, feeding as many business diners as theater patrons. The menu is filled with the kind of rich bites that pair well with wines—wild boar rillettes and cheese flights, plus a killer braised bacon poutine. It’s almost overkill, what with the sandwiches, pizzas, pastas, and other entrées fighting for attention, but the wine list has international scope and wit—the madeira varietal, for example, is described as “the Chuck Norris of wine.”


Coffee


In a town that seems to have a Starbucks on every corner, Cherry Street Coffee (103 Cherry St., 206/621-9372, www.cherrystreetcoffee.com, 6:30am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 8am-3pm Sat.-Sun., $4.50-9.50) is a nice combination of independent coffee spot and consistent chain, with eight locations downtown. Each location features local artists, and the Cherry Street flagship has an underground seating area with an antique bank vault. Besides a wide array of coffee drinks with their own blends, the café serves sandwiches, salads, and quiches. Because most locations have large seating areas, any Cherry Street Coffee is a good place to sit a spell and soak in the so-called “coffee culture” of Seattle.


Pioneer Square’s artsiest coffee stop, Zeitgeist Coffee (171 S Jackson St., 206/583-0497, http://zeitgeistcoffee.com, 6am-7pm Mon.-Fri., 7am-7pm Sat., 8am-6pm Sun., $5-9), dates to the 1990s, when coffee culture became a defining characteristic of the city. The decor, however, feels very of-the-moment, as the name implies: There’s exposed brick, exposed ducts hanging from tall ceilings, and warm blond wood panels on the wall. Art is the shop’s secondary calling, with original pieces on the wall and large gatherings on First Thursday Seattle Art Walk nights. The written word gets its share of the space, with newspaper racks and a dictionary on display. There’s breathing room and a number of tables to enjoy the lattes topped with delicate foam art, plus a sandwich if you want to linger over the dictionary.


Asian


Considering Seattle’s spot on the Pacific Rim, it’s no surprise that an Asian fusion restaurant like Wild Ginger (1401 3rd Ave., 206/623-4450, www.wildginger.net, 11:30am-3pm and 5pm-11pm Mon.-Fri., 11:30am-3pm and 4:30pm-11pm Sat., 4pm-9pm Sun., lunch $7-22, dinner $13-33) would do so well for so long. Inspirations come from throughout Asia, particularly Malaysia, Indonesia, China, and Vietnam. Pad Thai shares the menu with satay and grilled boar. There’s a special vegan menu and a live tank supplying clams and mussels. The restaurant’s signature dish is the fragrant duck, served with puffy white steamed buns and plum sauce. The quarter-duck size probably isn’t big enough for your table, unless you’re dining alone—it’s that good. The large restaurant is across from Benaroya Hall, so the staff is adept at getting diners out in time for shows and concerts.


You don’t go to Canton Wonton House (608 S Weller St., 206/682-5080, 11am-11pm Tues.-Thurs. and Sun., 11am-midnight Fri.-Sat, $4-7, cash only), in the International District, for the fancy digs. The storefront is plain, and the tables are the plain Formica found in cafeterias and company lunchrooms. You come for the steaming dishes: Find all sorts of varieties of noodle soup, noodles with meat and vegetables, and congee. The restaurant is family run, and customers are firm devotees of their favorite variety of wonton soup. The spot has the hole-in-the-wall feel that makes fancier furniture—or a floor that’s not linoleum—unnecessary.


Many of the International District eateries sacrifice ambience in favor of flavor and flavor only, but Red Lantern (520 S Jackson St., 206/682-7211, www.redlanternseattle.com, 11am-2:30pm and 5pm-9:30pm Mon.-Sat., lunch $8-12, dinner $9-16) manages to deliver both in a space that stays simple but nevertheless decorates with wood tables and sleek red light fixtures. The food hails from northern China and Korea, which means both familiar bites like pot stickers and sweet-and-sour beef, plus brown-braised pig feet and duck cooked in shaoxing wine. Certain house specialties, like Sichuan peppercorn crab and steamed ginger fish, require calling ahead. The dessert menu has red tea tiramisu and black tea crème brûlée.


French


The small S Le Pichet (1933 1st Ave., 206/256-1499, www.lepichetseattle.com, 8am-midnight daily, lunch $10-12, dinner $10-20) is a taste of France in the middle of downtown Seattle, complete with sidewalk café, mirrors on the walls, and white-tile floors. The menu is so French it’s actually written in the language (with translations), but the most important thing to know is that the roasted whole chicken for two people takes an hour to cook. Good thing there are plenty of drinks and charcuterie selections to keep you occupied—it’s worth the wait. For all the French quality, there’s nothing fussy about the restaurant. In fact, it’s been voted both “Best Hangover Meal” and “Best Ambiance” in the city.


Italian


The Pink Door (1919 Post Alley, 206/443-3241, www.thepinkdoor.net, 11:30am-11:30pm Mon.-Thurs., 11:30am-1am Fri.-Sat., 4pm-10pm Sun., lunch $11-22, dinner $16-26) is a strange combination of restaurants. The outdoor patio, overlooking the waterfront and Pike Place Market, is a casual dining spot, but inside is a candlelit dining room where the Italian menu is served under hoops and swings used by occasional cabaret and trapeze performers. Still, the reliable and large saucy dishes are local favorites, and shows (with cover) can include burlesque performers and a balloon artist. The restaurant is indeed behind a pink door located on Post Alley, but it’s much less hidden than it sounds. Look for a hanging pointed finger directing the way.


BELLTOWN


Pacific Northwest


Imagine Seattle in the middle of a circle with a radius of 360 miles. At S Local 360 (2234 1st Ave., 206/441-9360, www.local360.org, 9am-10pm Sun.-Thurs., 9am-11pm Fri,-Sat., brunch $5-15, lunch $8-18, dinner $9-26), almost every ingredient comes from within that circle, including the lengthy spirits list. The restaurant goes for a funky feel, what with the rough-hewn wood walls, candlesticks, and peanut-butter-and-jelly bonbons on the menu (they come with a shot of milk, naturally). The young crowd comes here for snacks to go with their cocktails, or perhaps even a whole meal with fried chicken or a pork shank. A slight touch of a Southern influence is evident from the grits, collard greens, and tasting flight of locally brewed moonshines.


American


A gaucho is a South American cowboy, but there’s nothing rough-and-tumble about El Gaucho (2505 1st Ave., 206/728-1337, www.elgaucho.com, 4pm-10pm Sun.-Thurs., 4pm-midnight Fri.-Sat., $37-78). The steak house has restaurants in Seattle, Portland, Tacoma, and across the lake in Bellevue. If you close your eyes, you can almost imagine you’re back in the swinging ’50s—indeed, it was inspired by a supper club of that era. It’s almost dinner theater: An open charcoal grill isn’t far from patrons dressed to the nines, and a Bananas Foster is set aflame as it’s served at a leather banquette. Lobster tail and diver sea scallops are on the menu, but it’s a shame to order anything but a dry-aged steak or perhaps the Chateaubriand tenderloin, carved tableside.


Mediterranean


Although Tom Douglas has fun with his restaurant themes, Lola (2000 4th Ave., 206/441-1430, www.tomdouglas.com, 6am-midnight Mon.-Thurs., 6am-2am Fri., 7am-2am Sat., 7am-1am Sun., $17-39) is refreshingly grown up. The Mediterranean- and North African-inspired menu makes use of local seafood and lots of Greek favorites, pita, tagines, and lamb in a number of forms—the lamb burger comes with chickpea fries. Daily brunch is popular, especially the made-to-order doughnuts. The ceiling is hung with orange wire light fixtures, and the restaurant is decorated in warm oranges and yellows. The round bar is a good, social spot for a drink, but in the dining room the booths block the bustle well.



QUEEN ANNE



Pacific Northwest


To be precise, S Canlis (2576 Aurora Ave. N, 206/283-3313, www.canlis.com, 5:30pm-9:30pm Mon.-Thurs., 5:30pm-10pm Fri., 5pm-10pm Sat., $85-125) isn’t exactly a restaurant—it’s more of an experience, a destination, a landmark. It was opened in 1950 by Peter Canlis and is run today by his grandsons in a beautiful midcentury building with a stone fireplace and angled windows overlooking Lake Union. Its signature service is all about personal touches, like the valet that doesn’t take a name or offer a ticket, just remembers each driver’s face and delivers the car as if by magic (the coat check works the same way). Meals come in a variety of tasting menus, but the Canlis salad is a must-try: greens and a dressing made of lemon, olive oil, and coddled egg prepared tableside. Main dishes are simple, well-prepared classics: grilled sea bass, slow-roasted chicken that takes an hour to prepare, and Muscovy duck breast for two. Dining at Canlis is an all-evening affair, and men are required to wear a suit or sport coat.


Sorry, but there’s no wolf on the menu at How to Cook a Wolf (2208 Queen Anne Ave. N, 206/838-8090, www.ethanstowellrestaurants.com, 5pm-11pm daily, $14-24). The name comes from a book by midcentury food writer M. F. K. Fisher. The eatery does have endless fresh and finely crafted dishes, so it’s just as well. Situated in the local’s neighborhood on the top of Queen Anne, it’s more regularly visited by discerning Seattle diners, not tourists. Dishes are simple and rustic, drawing from Italian inspiration. The short menu usually has a handful of pastas and several small, sharable appetizers like chicken liver mousse or black bass. Order several of each to fill up, but expect a few extra tastes here and there from the kitchen.


American


What kind of restaurant is The 5 Spot (1502 Queen Anne Ave. N, 206/285-7768, www.chowfoods.com, 8:30am-midnight Mon.-Fri., 8:30am-3pm and 5pm-midnight Sat.-Sun., breakfast $8-11, lunch $9-13, dinner $12-20)? It’s a diner, plus a Florida seafood joint. Or a New Mexico cantina. Or a Texas barbecue restaurant. The menu has a stable half and a changing half, and goofy decor rotates with the theme. (The artwork is often connected to the door; look to see what changes when the front door swings.) Not every American cuisine tackled here is perfectly realized, but no one can say the cooks are unadventurous. The comfy diner has a signpost noting all the places the menu has been, plus a cheap late-night menu and a hearty breakfast. It’s where to go when you’re fine with ending up just about anywhere.


Coffee


Part of a local chain, Uptown Espresso (525 Queen Anne Ave. N, 206/285-3757, www.velvetfoam.com, 5am-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 5am-11pm Fri., 6am-11pm Sat., 6am-10pm Sun.) earns character points with its collection of dining room tables and walls laden with a hodgepodge of mirrors, framed oil paintings, and historical photographs. It’s a quiet respite on a busy block of Queen Anne, where students hunker down with laptops or chat in small groups. The house coffee is known as Velvet Foam, a roast almost as creamy as the hot chocolate topped with whipped cream.


Southern


Very little is small about the New Orleans-themed S Toulouse Petit (601 Queen Anne Ave. N, 206/432-9069, www.toulousepetit.com, 8am-2am daily, breakfast $8-25, lunch $9-22, dinner $14-42). Located a 10-minute walk from Belltown or the Seattle Center, the restaurant is crowded on weekend nights with flirty young professionals enjoying the late-night happy hour and tossing back sweet cocktails. Some ornate furnishings, as might befit the French Quarter, hang over booths and tables. The endless menu has appetizers, entrées, salads, seafood, charcuterie, “curiosities,” oysters, pastas, steaks, and a prix fixe option—if you can’t find something to eat at Toulouse Petit, you must really not like food. Some but not all dishes have a Louisiana twist, and there is plenty of shrimp and spicy sausage. At brunch the party continues, this time with mimosas flowing freely and house-made fried beignets served with a chicory crème anglaise. The generous hash will sop up any mistakes you made the night before.


SOUTH LAKE UNION


Seafood


While the raw halibut soar through the air at Pike Place Market, the dishes at Flying Fish (300 Westlake Ave. N, 206/728-8595, www.flyingfishrestaurant.com, 11:30am-2pm and 4pm-10pm Mon.-Thurs., 11:30am-2pm and 4pm-11pm Fri., 4pm-11pm Sat., 4pm-10pm Sun., $23-32) arrive in a much calmer fashion. Seafood-first restaurants should be a dime a dozen in Seattle, but they’re really not. This is one of the few in the neighborhood that is unapologetically fishy. But that’s not its only claim to fame. After 18 years, a neighborhood move, and numerous accolades, the chef sold to a Chinese restaurant group and started incorporating Asian flavors into the menu—Thai crab cakes, cod served with Sichuan broth, and mussels with chili-lime dipping sauce. But the menu still emphasizes organic, wild ingredients, and the space has the same happy din. The colors are bright, with none of the all-shades-of-blue cliché found in so many sea-themed eateries.


American


The mad scientist who came up with Lunchbox Laboratory (1253 Thomas St., 206/621-1090, www.lunchboxlaboratory.com, 11am-11pm daily, $11-14) had some strange experiments—how else do you explain burgers made of churken (chicken and turkey), a lamb patty topped with feta, or a dork (duck and pork) concoction? For all the strange combos, the upbeat burger joint is a cheery and tasty joint, and each offering is almost big enough to split. They do homage to the Dick’s burger, a cheap drive-in Seattle classic, and plenty of normal combinations as well. Sweet potato fries are the best side dish (then come skinny fries, homemade chips, and tater tots), and the milkshakes come either with alcohol or not. Weekly specials are billed as experiments and are even crazier than the regular menu. The brightly colored spot is close to REI and, like the outdoor store, is a whimsical destination for grown-ups.


Breakfast


When it’s time for brunch, the lines form at S Portage Bay Café (391 Terry Ave. N, 206/462-6400, www.portagebaycafe.com, 7:30am-2:30pm daily, breakfast $8.50-16, lunch $11.50-15). The South Lake Union location is one of three around the city, but this location has two big rooms of seating. In the center is the breakfast bar filled with seasonal fruits, nuts, and organic maple syrup. Choose from the five French toast or five pancake options, then top it from the breakfast bar. The menu has many vegan and vegetarian options, and most of the French toasts can be made gluten-free. Rowing sculls hang from the ceiling inside, and during weekend brunches the waiting crowd outside is its own social scene.


CAPITOL HILL


Pacific Northwest


The crown jewel of Melrose Market, a collection of food-based shops and eateries in Capitol Hill, is S Sitka and Spruce (1531 Melrose Ave., 206/324-0662, www.sitkaandspruce.com, 11:30am-2pm Mon., 11:30am-2pm and 5:30pm-10pm Tues.-Thurs., 11:30am-2pm and 5:30pm-11pm Fri., 10am-2pm and 5:30pm-11pm Sat., 10am-2pm and 4:30pm-9pm Sun., $10-29). The restaurant excels at local cuisine, headed up by rising-star chef Matthew Dillon. The kitchen isn’t just open—it’s an equal part of the small space, with cooks bustling around the chopping blocks and stoves with bundles of greenery. Diners sit at the windows, at small tables, or at a large, blocky communal table. Seasonal veggies are served without unnecessary fanfare, and diners share flavorful chicken, salmon, chanterelles, mussels, or whatever’s freshest that day. The menu is short but aggressively local. On Mondays the restaurant serves a special menu inspired by Mexican cuisine, for a very different feel from the rest of the week but prepared with the same exacting standards.

OEBPS/graphics/036_01_01_00_hl_seattle.jpg
\
Olympic
Sculpture Park

Market

Harbor
Island

0 a 2km
© AVALON TRAVEL





OEBPS/graphics/006_02_00_market2_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/006_01_00_spaceneedle_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/002_01a_00_01_pacific_nw_hb.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/026_01_09_cannonbeach_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008_01_00_pnwhike_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/023_01_00_aquarium_penguins_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/007-02-00_vancouverview_h.jpg






OEBPS/graphics/046_01_01_seattlelibrary_h.jpg







OEBPS/graphics/049_01_01_olympicsculpture2_v.jpg








OEBPS/graphics/015_01_00_powellsbooks_h.jpg
S
W BOOKS

NNE L ASNE SEIER
~— WED_4/18

STAD






OEBPS/graphics/013_02_00_pikeplacemarket_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/018_01_00_paolympic_h.jpg
P

ViR e






OEBPS/graphics/032_01_07_willamettevalley_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/013_01_09_opener2a.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/026_02_00_omsi2_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/035_02_01_waterfrontopener_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/011_01_00_paradiseinn_h.jpg





OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover Page



		Title Page



		Contents



		Index



		List of Maps



		Discover the Pacific Northwest



		Seattle



		The Cascades



		Olympic Peninsula



		San Juan Islands



		Washington Wine Country



		Portland



		Willamette Valley



		Bend and Central Oregon



		Oregon Coast



		Ashland and Southern Oregon



		Vancouver



		Victoria and Vancouver Island



		Background



		Essentials



		Resources



		Photo Credits



		Copyright











Contents





		Cover Page



		Contents



		Title Page











OEBPS/graphics/002_01b_00_01_pacific_nw_hb.jpg
PACIFIC
NORTHWEST

Campbell

e

| BRITISH.

COLUMBIA
Strathcona \
Provincial
Park \\
Vancouver pona
AN R
. e z.:._a,,%,,,
Island \
_— & idney San Juan
et s
Anacortes
2 lount Vernon
T Victoria " Okanogn
Lake’
:, Roosovelt
National
rosg T Grand | Rocreation
\ Y\
Wilbur
N
Ocean iy,

b yhiam
Ocean shores, S

o
Westport

o
Tokeland |






OEBPS/graphics/020_01_00_portlandskyline_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/045_01_01_seattleartmuseum_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/010_02_00_columbiarivergorge_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/001_01_00_kiwandacoast_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/010_01_03_olyfishtale_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/060_01_01_paramount2_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/051_01_01_emp_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/066_01_01_gasworks_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/016_01_00_stanleypath_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/9781640491632.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/069_01_01_ivars_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/055_01_01_museumofflight_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/028_01_00_openermthood.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/022_01_00_nitawhistler_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/053_01_01_saam_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/038_01b_01_01_seattle-chapt.jpg
j? Vancouver A

S and Woodinville
§ i e |
H u b4 esom[sr [ B Z |
g H ,
g P UNIVERSITY DIS[TRICT UNIVERSITY VILLAGE| ,
g BLUEMOON || v CONTINENTAL | SHOPPING CENTER
o Cagksok 2 normoareway || nessmast | TVERY ||l wore peca mﬂw e
. v 0Ll *
g | unvessiTy
NORTHEATE uw_a_m‘mz || BOOKSTORE BURKE MUSEUM |
; 3
WATERTOWN,
OLLEGE HENRYART  ||©
HOTEL JUTINN,- * GALERY |3
I > . I
UNIVERSITY OF ¥
/" visitor
Golden | /. CNTER WASHINGTON) |3
Gardens I|&
Park ‘%, 8
2 /
nw sst | st o»s@, R
N = \ .
= g 7 umversiTy STADIUM
e = / @ | MeDleALCENTER  (o.5)
5 > z 5 ( i .
5 3] z - E] Green
Ze C = > Lake NE 75TH ST Wartn .
2 £ Noroic £ z ar! Magnuson
Shilshole 7/ S WERAGE Green w
Bay Marina & & Mustom| BALLARD = s b iy
s "l nw esTH ST e nessHsT %
RAY'S BOATHOUSE Y * GREEN, |\ g z
HIRAM M. 2 5
CHITTENDEN LA CARTA LAKE | 2 u 2 SEE DETAILY
LOCKS. | DEOAXACA W MARKET ST 3= e =
Y e 2 g
Discovery NOBLE FIR v BALLARD INN 124 gz |2 5
Park / * « HOTEL BALLARD gz 12
v THEWALRUS AND W
= LGk STRIoN G KING'S. - THE CARPENTER 2|/ nel astHsT
FORT LAWTON , ™ DAVBREAK sTan 7 MAOWARE
o ARISAD SR | UNIVERSITY OF
FISHERMAN'S WASHINGTON
TERMINAL
3
K W DRAVUS ST FREMONT.
| DRAWBRIDGE . || Eark
3 S s y L
BLVOW g E HOWTO Lake.
MAGNOLIA &/ & COOKAWOLF
AWoLF)ov)
\ UNIVERSITY OF
mes (|| VOLUNTEER PARK WASHINGTON
[} * ARBORETUM, Arts Museum

ySPOT






OEBPS/graphics/017_02_00_empresstea_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/025_01_00_seattleskyline_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/007-01-00_solduc_57909082_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/038_01a_01_01_seattle-chapt.jpg
Seattle

Alki Beach &

ALKI POINT
LIGHT STATION
.

¥

0 1 mi

S

0 1km

© AVALON TRAVEL

@

MUSEUM OF

 JAPANESE

L] ey wisToRy aNo £ ke *aamen A grdison o
COASTAL MADIS O &
SEATTLE kincueny CAPITOL - 7550 oK >
CENTER [ z v HILL -
P avsERG %
SCULPTURE PARK L 2 3
1 v o ~
SEE IASSE S <
“DOWNTOWN oo || sr =
SEATTLE” =.<mnx>m‘_%—“5 HOTEL N
; v 9
Elliott Bay MAL YRHEW chesry | st | 3 2
HAUS H
NM v
- = ~
& 2
~N
Duwamish
Head
 HAMILTON® e L LAKEWASHINGTON
VIEWPOINT FLOATING BRIDGE
Colman
%
& BELVEDERE A Mercer
& VIEWPOINT o Tsland
FoMinALway " g
%
WEST s < o
SEATTLE |2 ey
s 2
z "%,
< o 2,
H ¢ %
& S| Genesee' (&
2 Playfield £
2 e
E SOUTH a4 £
z SEATTLE ¢
2 8 ‘Seward
& 2 //// . Park

UNTE =\






OEBPS/graphics/042_01a_01_02_dt_seattle.jpg
[
=)
<

[}

(7]
(2]

c

ES

o
)

c

ES

(=]
o

B o/t

0 02

0 02km

*

N
/ \ewowse ol oy |
[t o, AT
a\%, /Freeway
snavenve < Park
THEATRE

4 FAIRMONT.
OLYMPIC HOTEL

THE HIDEOUTy

Seattle
University

Waterfront
" Park

FRYEART
*H;:mmcz

SEE
mi  DETAIL

o HOTEL MONACO
\\ ok SEATTLE
T CENTRAL LIBRARY.

%
%

\ < %
\ NS %

Avpravoua

YE OLDE *><loews

CURIOSITY » HOTELL -
piorss o // |
1aR'S" '\ ALEXIS HOTEL/
ACRES OF CLAMS | BQOKSTOREBAR o oo\ OBSERVATORY
WASHINGTON STATE & CAFE ERCRoUD
\ * kO
i HERRY STREET., DIVA DOLLS
N Pier 52 Kol
LEPICHETY e _mexmm.\ o \ //Sznm Pidneer
ING COMPANY S Square. YESLER
Gl g Y = m— N\
s ROTHER'S BOOKSTORE
Thre | S\ harsion ; 2 1S
N Y&y i BELA UMBRELLA 3 \ | KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH
aEeCHERS | N | JNATIONAL HISTORIC PARK \_
ABAR B\ ooy pOEARRNTL e Pier 48 Il S MAN ST [ (=]
METSKER MAPS «n_ﬂmwmq oy v ; \
\ RADIATOR WHISKEYy e TARGET \ I oreeL UcHEON 81
\¢ v merme v AMTRAK RED ¥ 5
. R \ STATION.
Qe o PURPLE SKING.ST w || ANTERN | s i st
3 S BENAR FEAND nternational
v L e TSN ovA CAFE Int ! 3
\ ¥ i &g \ HALL ™, \WINE BAR (59 District ofiei il
v
PARIS-MADRID %, 23 CANTON
K SEATTLE GROCERY N ol £, WONTON HOUSE
AQUARIUM c%%a = |~ v S LANE sT
% ¥z % q
\ % z : S DEARBORN ST,
%, seatne Ln B z g
“ART MUSEUM & |
SEATTLE %, & %
X GREAT WHEEL & X 3 <
WATSON KENNEDY N\
FINE HOUSE %
© AVALON TRAVEL
\ /l






OEBPS/graphics/042_01b_01_02_dt_seattle.jpg
$ E PROSPECT ST
s
WARD ST | \ § \ 3
| n
«]EQUesnANNS ALOHAST 6s) 2 | E3MUSEUM OF HISTORY & @ 3
e T % AND NDUSTRY I c| B emomsr w
] E E p /4 , g 2 2
ONTHE VALLEY ST 3 ®) Foenn ﬂo: EE -
BOARDS. E WOODEN BOATS & @ £
. 8| \ vauey| st 5
e g Capital Hill
TOULOUSE €RoY ST
gei REpERToRY
v
eagaueen TR wencen st 4 e
v, 5 ¢ Cascade
UpTOWN mMecAW BILL AND MELINDA
ESPRESSO HALL = GATES FOUNDATION Lo
INNAT ® 81, VISITOR CENIER 7] REPUBLICAN ST PERFORMANCE | € REPUBLICAN §T w
QUEEN a ‘GALLERY 2
R IS SEATTLE 7 z e Sie
2 CENTER 2 I 21 il % b
) T pps /A HARRISON ST, T b O | ewamsonst £ £
=8 citoRens  SERTTIECENTER  museuroF i p v BAY CAFE g e z %
g 5 MUSEUM & TermaL PO SULTURE 3 g & d 2lle & H
e 2 - s THOMAS ST | yfune 2 g = 3 emmomsst |5 3
= = LUNCHBOX Y ™FEATHERED la “
CHIHULY GARDEN g LABORATORY  FRIENDS: g
ANDGLASS ,  SPACE z 2 = ¥ B 2 € JOHNST
sonn | s1 * neepie/ G b [ REl z
PACIFIC Ve S i z g Vec.ATILES
SCIENCE A 2 Denny | t >l 2 E 271 STUMBLING” &
CENTER, Al z Park & & = MONK £ _DENNY TWAY
DENNY,_ WY V. #l 3| oennvwar
\ 2
N\ %, MONTANA
\ £, % W/ enoweust  Contral
\%, % s % = w Community
] %) . L] 78 I College
\ AN 53 >
N\ & 5 s % s
\ $ 5 H 3
‘ N\ & 3 g = Seone
=\ ¢ S i
ol ) \ 3 2 st
ULPTURE PARK § HI
Y P <& GRevHouND - 8™ BAITIC pineBox
\ & aBUsDEPOT Room_ v
\ /" r$ g 'y EPRiST TOTOKAELO
R MILLER'S &5 7 LILWoOoDY'S Y%y 4
S GUILD & fkeri sun ELLIOTT BAY
 pier 70 8 7 7 memosemaker < vomoa U8, aook companYa
YOG B o, fines anonton \| A o o
g N\ £ v STARBUCKS RESERVE vy e
S Pior 69 4/ \\ TR Y Z ai«m» ROASTERY AN NEUMOSY || (2T
¥ v SOUTH LAKE UNION ¢ , TASTING ROOM aniGHTCLUB | E
WAL v e 7 /4// 4 STREETCAR TERMINAL ZnANOUN % EUNION ST B
GIN&CO, //// X = BARNES AND NOBLE | A QUINRS BRBY
MAYFLOWER ! 4NORDSTROM %
%, CompANy PARK HOTEL/ 'NORDSTROM RACK e
., comeany PIGRTEEIN o 2
“ 4" uMACY'S Z

74






OEBPS/graphics/015_02_00_sanjuanorca_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/063_01_01_shopmetsker_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/065_01_01_volunteerpark_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/050_01_01_spaceneedlenohdr_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/040_01_01_publicmarket.jpg
T
R





OEBPS/graphics/058_01_01_whitehorse_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/052_01_01_mohai2_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/023_02_00_wordenbeach_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/004-01-00_stanleytotems_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/027_01_00_solduc_57909082_v.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/017_01_00_shakespearefestival_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/moon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/006_03_00_toc_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/005-01-00_mtrainierhikers_29725881_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/019_01_00_02_pacific_nw_hb.jpg
i\ BRITISH ~°Kelowna
h 5

COLUMBIA \ penicton elson
Cauleﬂarp
Trail
_Trmfll._._._._.‘_‘A?‘.Al)_é._r_mf’__..—- —
JBellingham UNITED STATES _\-
i OF AMERICA : \
The Cascades \
L i Plun {‘ WASHINGTON ' et A
l ngeles Seattle Spakane. ‘ [dhiene
e
Olympic Bellevue s b
Aoyinpid Wenatchee | Washington |
eninsula o Wine Country l
a Moses'
A &0 {Moscow
Yakil
R Llewiston
Kennewick
P WallaWalla
TN
- =
- i
Bend and /
Central Oregon /
Sal \ y
(Salem £ o
Willamette OREGON D /
Oregon Coast Al Valley L\
Eugene i Bend

Ashland and
Southern Oregon

Medford
o






OEBPS/graphics/014_01_05_abejavineyards_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/024_01_01_pikeplaceopener_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/035_01_01_monorailemp_80579276_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/031_01_01_rheinhaus_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/067_01_01_wooden_v.jpg





