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Puppy care sounds dull and dreary. 

Training rules just make me weary. 

These fairies must be made to see

No puppy matters more than me! 

The fairies dared to tell me “no”,

So far away their pups will go. 

And if they don’t do what I say,

I’ll yell at them till they obey! 
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“Buttons, fetch!” Rachel Walker called. 

Her Old English sheepdog bounded across the park after his ball, which splashed into the stream. Buttons took a flying leap into the water. 

“Doggy belly-flop!” exclaimed Rachel’s best friend, Kirsty Tate. “Oh no, Buttons, don’t come near me.” 
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But the dog splashed out of the stream, soggy and muddy, and bounded over to drop the ball at Kirsty’s feet. Then he shook his shaggy coat, and the girls squealed as they were splattered in icy water. 

“Oh Buttons, we’re going to have to change our clothes before we go to the shelter,” said Rachel, laughing ruefully. “I look as if I’ve been jumping in the stream.” 

The girls had been volunteering at the Leafy Lane Animal Shelter all half term, looking after some newborn puppies that needed special care. 

“I thought it was only puppies who were full of bounce,” said Kirsty as Rachel clipped on Buttons’s lead. 

“Buttons always bounces when he sees a stream,” said Rachel, laughing. “Come on, let’s go back to my house and get changed.” 

The girls had been spending a lot of time around puppies lately. As well as their volunteer work at the shelter, they had tumbled head first into a magical adventure with some new fairy friends. Li the Labrador Fairy had invited them to the Puppy Care Fair in Fairyland. Everything had gone wrong when Jack Frost had demanded a puppy before he knew how to look after one. When the Puppy Care Fairies said no, he stole their four puppies and magical collars and hid them. 

“I keep expecting Pandora the Poodle Fairy to appear at any minute,” said Kirsty as they walked back through the park. “Cleo is the only puppy still missing.” 

“We found all the others,” said Rachel, holding on tightly to Buttons’s lead. “I know we can find Cleo too. Stop pulling, Buttons.” 

“I hope we do see Pandora soon,” said Kirsty. “She must be worried. Oh!” 

She almost fell over as Buttons darted across the path in front of her. 

“Sorry,” said Rachel, pulling him back. “It’s as if he’s forgotten things he’s known since he was a puppy.” 

“I expect it’s because Cleo is missing,” said Kirsty. “After all, Pandora looks after puppy training. Perhaps older dogs will start to lose their puppy training memories.” 

Buttons let out a loud woof and dashed forwards, jerking the lead out of Rachel’s hand. He hurtled along the path and jumped up at a man who was walking towards them. 

“I’m really sorry,” said Rachel, hurrying over to him. “Oh, hello Carl!” 

The man smiled at both girls over a bundle of blankets in his arms. 


[image: images]


“Carl helped us to train Buttons when he was a puppy,” said Rachel. “This is my best friend, Kirsty.” 

“Hello, Kirsty,” said Carl. “Great to see you again, Rachel. How is the lovely Buttons getting on?” 
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