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INTRODUCTION



Ah, you’re here! Hello.


So, are you all ready for Christmas? Well, you’re holding The Very British Problems Christmas Quiz Book in your hands so, if I may be so bold, you most certainly are! Which kind soul wrapped it and put it under your tree? Whoever it was, give them a big hug (actually, make that a pat on the back) from me. Or perhaps you bought it to entertain yourself or your family – in which case, may I say you have splendid taste, as all good Brits do.


Under the Very British Problems banner (or should I say ‘umbrella’?) I‘ve documented the eccentricities and loveable oddities of the British psyche for over a decade. With over five million followers across social media, I can confidently state that the awkwardness of being a Brit shows no sign of abating, which should make us all feel proud. In fact, this handsome tome, which sits perfectly snugly in a stocking, between the satsuma and the small sack of chocolate coins, is the sixth book in the Very British Problems series!


So, why have I focused on Christmas with this new collection of quizzes? Well, if you think we Brits are unique, then our uniqueness cranks up to 11 during the festive period, with our Quality Street addictions and our cracker jokes, our pigs in blankets and love/hate relationships with sprouts, our EastEnders specials and our Boxing Day sales and *that* Slade song. There’s just so much going on in a Brit’s life at Christmastime (which seems to start in August these days) and so many traditions and rules to British yuletide that filling a whole book with questions concerning them seemed like a fun and necessary idea.


Talking of questions, within this book you’ll find a Santa’s sackful of different rounds. From multiple choice to wordsearches and crosswords, and from picture rounds to draw-a-line quizzes – there’s so much to keep you busy in between snacks and lying down. The quiz rounds cover a huge range of Christmassy topics – films, literature, food, sports, Christmas cracker jokes, Christmas toys, songs . . . you name it. If it’s to do with Christmas, it’s in this book!


When to play:


1. Play it on that long journey to the in-laws (disclaimer: if you’re the driver, keep your eyes on the road, please).


2. Whip it out at the work Christmas party (the book, whip out the book) and test your colleagues. Let’s see if Martin from accounts is as clever as he reckons.


3. Take it on that Christmas break you’ve booked. There’s a chapter called ‘Christmas Around the World’, providing you with a good chance to swot up on cultural knowledge.


4. Quiz your family after Christmas lunch. Every time someone gets a question correct, make them eat another Brussels sprout. That’ll teach them to show off.


5. Use it to fill the endless time between Boxing Day and New Year.


Other than that, you can play it by ear, really. I like to keep things quite relaxed at Very British Problems. All I suggest is maybe grabbing a pencil (HB?), a piece of your finest paper (you’re just going to take one out of the printer, aren’t you?) and a cup of tea (what’s the biscuit situation?) and off you go. It would certainly be the Christmassy thing to get into teams, but the beauty of this quiz is you can just as happily play it by yourself with a plate of mince pies on the side.


I hope you enjoy my new Christmas quiz book. I’ll be quiet now and let you get stuck in. And if I don’t see you before, have a good Christmas! Though I probably will see you before. We’ll probably bump into each other in the supermarket while searching for the last tub of Celebrations. Talking of Celebrations, do you leave the wrappers in the tub? Because if so I’m afraid we can’t be friends. And while we’re on the subject . . . Oh, you have to get off? Okay, well don’t let me keep you . . . Ooh, by the way—


Rob Temple, Cambridge










CHRISTMAS FOOD AND DRINK



Probably the overall best thing about Christmas: all the lovely grub (and the drink to wash it down with)! So, throw on your best bib, loosen your belts and get stuck into this delicious feast of questions.


Q1.


In Britain, it’s estimated that 800 million of what traditional Christmas treat are eaten each year?


Q2.


In 2013, a Christmas tree on the South Bank in London was lit up using the power of 1,000 of which vegetable?


Q3.


A classic British ‘Snowball’ cocktail uses which Dutch alcoholic beverage made from eggs, sugar and brandy?


Q4.


True or false: You can eat mistletoe.


Q5.


What type of Christmassy drink is ‘Smoking Bishop’, mentioned by Charles Dickens in A Christmas Carol?


Q6.


How fast can turkeys run: 2mph, 25mph or 50mph?


Q7.


To the nearest tonne, how much did the largest ever Christmas pudding weigh? It took eight days to make in Aughton, Lancashire in 1992.


Q8.


Brits love keeping a big wedge of Stilton in the fridge at Christmas, making every other item in there smell the same. This powerful fromage is only produced in three counties. Have a point for each you can name.


Q9.


Everyone loves a bit of gingerbread at Christmas. But to which English queen were gingerbread men first attributed?


Q10.


In the English Christmas carol ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’, what sort of pudding is requested to be brought ‘now’?


Q11.


Which selection of chocolates was launched first: Quality Street or Cadbury Roses?


Q12.


If you want good luck, what direction are you supposed to stir mincemeat?


Q13.


Who was said to have banned mince pies in Britain in the 1600s?


Q14.


What does the name of the Scandinavian Christmas cake ‘Kransekage’ translate to in English: Wreath Cake, Reindeer Log or Holly Sponge?


Q15.


What’s traditionally hidden inside a Christmas pudding: a sprout, an egg or a coin?


Q16.


Which festive fruit is also known as a bounceberry?


Q17.


According to a Very British Problems Twitter poll, do most people surveyed (12,566 votes total) get to the chocolates in their advent calendars by opening ‘windows’ or ‘doors’?


Q18.


Which English monarch was known as the ‘Pudding King’ after asking for plum pudding at Christmas?


Q19.


In what county would you find the headquarters of legendary turkey farmers Bernard Matthews Ltd?


Q20.


What meat did the character Rachel in Friends mistakenly add to a traditional British trifle?


Q21.


Twelfth-night cake was once popular in the UK and was frequently baked with a bean hidden on one side and what other vegetable hidden on the other?


Q22.


What are the two main ingredients traditionally found in Boxing Day favourite bubble and squeak?


Q23.


In the English carol ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’, what liquid were the eight maids working to obtain?


Q24.


Which cocktail often enjoyed on a Christmas morning contains two parts champagne or sparkling wine to one part orange juice?


Q25.


What fruit is usually stored alongside Christmas cake to keep it moist?


Q26.


UK chocolate manufacturer Mars Wrigley caused uproar in 2022 when it removed a chocolate bar from select tubs of Celebrations. What was the chocolate?


Q27.


What type of fish, popular as a starter at Christmas dinner, is used in the dish gravlax?


Q28.


The Brecon Buff is a British variety of which bird traditionally eaten at Christmas?


Q29.


If you’re lucky, you’ll get an orange in your stocking. But which of these is NOT a type of orange: Cara Cara Navel, Sicilian Red or Rubyfrost?


Q30.


Which popular Christmas sweet treat had its first written reference in English in the 1906 book German Cookery for the English Kitchen by Ella Oswald?










THE ADVENT CALENDAR ROUND



Only 24 questions, like the 24 days on an advent calendar, but 303 (shame there’s not 303 chocolates in a calendar, eh?) possible points to collect! Should keep you busy through the advent period.


1. Name ONE of the band members from Slade.


2. Name TWO ingredients in eggnog.


3. What THREE gifts did the Three Wise Men bring? (Add three extra points if you know the names of the men.)


4. Name FOUR songs that feature the word ‘Santa’ in the title.


5. Name the FIVE members of the Spice Girls, who had three consecutive Christmas number ones.


6. Name SIX characters from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens.


7. List SEVEN characters who appeared in the sixteen ‘Only Fools and Horses’ Christmas specials between 1981 and 2003.


8. Name EIGHT food items that could be included in Christmas dinner.


9. Name the NINE reindeer that pull Santa’s sleigh.


10. List TEN Christmas films.


11. Name ELEVEN Christmas carols.


12. Name the TWELVE things that are gifted in ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ song.


13. Name THIRTEEN of the forty-eight counties in England that Santa has to visit at Christmas.


14. Name FOURTEEN British TV shows that have had Christmas specials.


15. Can you name FIFTEEN Christmas number ones?


16. James Bond films always seem to be on at Christmas (a great post-dinner watch/films to snooze to). Can you name SIXTEEN of them?


17. You’re sure to stop at a motorway service station on your way to or from relatives this Christmas. But can you list SEVENTEEN of them?


18. It wouldn’t be Christmas without chocolate. Can you name EIGHTEEN of the different chocolates included in Celebrations and Quality Street?


19. Name NINETEEN words found in the New Year’s Eve song ‘Auld Lang Syne’.


20. Can you name TWENTY words, of any length, you could find within the word ‘Christmastime’?


21. Name TWENTY-ONE British shops where you could buy a Christmas present.


22. Name the TWENTY-TWO locations on which you can build properties on the Monopoly board.


23. List TWENTY-THREE countries aside from the UK that celebrate Christmas.


24. Boxing Day is a huge day for football (see the Sports chapter!) But can you name TWENTY-FOUR English football teams (from all leagues)?










CHRISTMAS FILMS



There’s nothing better at Christmas than falling asleep completely stuffed in front of a classic festive film. And once you’ve woken up, dazed and confused (‘Where am I?!’) in an armchair wearing a cracker hat, you can tackle these teasers on the best of British Christmas films and British actors who star in them!


Q1.


In the film Love Actually, which actor plays the president of the United States?


Q2.


Which English actor said, ‘I’m going to play this movie like I’m working with the Royal Shakespeare Company [. . .] I am going to play Scrooge as if it is an utterly dramatic role and there are no puppets around me.’


Q3.


In the 2015 animated movie, Stick Man, which star of The Office voiced the eponymous stick?


Q4.
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