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1. THE BUTTON

Tony Spears didn’t feel invincible.

Not one bit.

His mum had got a new job, with better pay, in a better area.

New house, new school, new uniform – it was all too much, and right now Tony couldn’t see the ‘better’ in any of it.

His first day at St John’s had started out badly, with the headteacher reminding the school of their fast-approaching ‘Annual Best Pupil Award’. What was the point telling Tony about it? Because he had joined the school mid-term he had missed weeks of point giving. So guess how many points he had? Zero. Even the naughtiest kids in the year had some points, maybe one, two, a thousand! – but Tony didn’t even have that. Just a big ZERO written next to his name.
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The rest of the day was a blur of places to go and people, lots and lots of them.
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To make matters even worse, his watch broke, so he didn’t know the time, and he was late for everything. Finally, after slogging his way through the rest of the day, he found himself walking home alone with a heavy heart, through unfamiliar streets, back to the new flat.

He reached for the key around his neck, opened the door and began to weave his way through the sea of half-unpacked cardboard boxes towards the kitchen. In their last flat Tony knew where everything was. When he got home from school he would effortlessly move from cupboard to fridge to work surface, munching peanut-butter-honey-jam sandwiches almost as fast as he could make them. But this new kitchen was hopeless. He found the peanut butter but where were the plates?



He tried all the drawers.

Damp matches, string, a cotton reel, bits of paper.

Nope.

Right, cupboards.

Cereal boxes, rice, tennis balls – what were they doing in there?

Nope. Nope. Nope.

Until eventually, in the very last cupboard under the sink he found one tiny dusty plastic saucer that must have belonged to the previous tenants.

It was whilst sifting through this cupboard that Tony Spears found
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‘The sign’ was printed in funny black cut-out stickers. It said:
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and beneath it was a round red button. That’s odd, thought Tony. I wonder what it does?

Tony’s finger hovered over it for a few seconds, before pushing it down with a satisfying click.

At first nothing happened. Just another thing in this house that doesn’t work, thought Tony. Then he began to notice a
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Quite suddenly the whole kitchen floor lurched sideways and Tony was thrown from his feet. He had just regained his balance when it moved awkwardly the other way, and with a loud metallic clunk, his stomach began to rise into his throat as if he was falling in an elevator.

‘Oh help, what have I done?’

Metal shutters were slowly lowering over all the windows and the door.

Tony began to panic as the rumbling, scraping sound increased. All the kitchen shelves were disappearing into the walls.
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The whole room transforming before his eyes until – with another loud clunking noise – Tony was sent sprawling to the ground.
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And suddenly silence.
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When he picked himself up, he found himself not in his kitchen, but in a glowing white room with a large screen at one end. Several feet back from the screen was a table covered in dials and flashing lights. In front of that was a seat. The whole scene looked like something from the TV except it ‘felt’ real, in a way that TV didn’t. As his hand reached out to touch the table in front of him the screen flickered and an echoey voice said,

‘Good afternoon, Master Spears. Where shall I set course for today?’



2. THE INVINCIBLE

‘You seem suprised, Master Spears. I do hope your journey by hyper-lift was not too difficult. It does become easier the second time. I sense you would like to be somewhere different, but I do not know where. If you are able to advise me I can begin the necessary travel arrangements.’
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‘Where am I? What’s going on – is this a spaceship?’ blurted out Tony.

‘That is correct, Master Spears. You are now on board the Invincible, a type 1AA vessel, which is capable of planetary, galactic and other forms of dimensional travel. It’s –’

‘Wow, a spaceship,’ mumbled Tony. ‘This is awesome! Um, in that case, can I go to …’

Tony thought for a second. Where do spaceships go? Of course – ‘The moon!’

‘Affirmative, Master Spears. Destination moon! Lift-off in T minus 20 seconds.

‘Engines ready. Powering gravity thrusters. Lift-off in T minus 10 seconds. Please take your seat, Master Spears.’

Tony quickly ran to the chair and sat down. Immediately, as he did so, plastic belts whirred out from the chair back, wrapping themselves round his legs and waist and securing him to the seat.

‘Viewing Screen activated. Departure hatch ready. Cloaking systems engaged.

‘Lift-off in …’
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The humming sound began to get much louder and the room began to shake. Tony was glad he was strapped into the chair.
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The screen in front of him changed to show lots of blue and white fluffy things that he thought must be clouds. They began to get bigger and bigger until the whole screen went white, then suddenly blue again, darkening to inky black. Stars emerged from the darkness, shooting past like street lights, as gradually, the unmistakable image of the moon began to fill the screen. The whole process hadn’t taken more than a minute.
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‘Wow, that was quick.’

‘Yes, Master Spears. The moon is only 384,400 kilometres from Earth, which compared to the size of the universe is nothing.’

Landing didn’t take long either. After speeding over the surface the Invincible slowed to a stop, hovered and then gently sank down to the dusty floor of a moon crater. It kicked up a tiny bit of dust as its feet made contact with the surface.

OEBPS/images/p5.jpg
MMAP of THE SCHOOL,






OEBPS/images/p6.jpg





OEBPS/contents.htm

CONTENTS


  1.  The Button


  2.  The Invincible


  3.  Planet Xo49p


  4.  Fuzzy-Squggle World


  5.  Emergency Landing!


  6.  Stowaways


  7.  Repairs


  8.  Art and Graft


  9.  The Caretaker’s Cupboard …


10.  Last Chance


11.  Finale


12.  Epilogue





 


Dedication


Copyright


If you liked this, you’ll love…











OEBPS/images/p9.jpg
THE SIGN and
THE RED BUTTON . ..





OEBPS/images/p11.jpg
Low RUMBLING NgigE,..





OEBPS/images/p10.jpg





OEBPS/images/p14.jpg





OEBPS/images/p13.jpg





OEBPS/images/p19.jpg





OEBPS/images/p16.jpg





OEBPS/images/p23a.jpg





OEBPS/images/p20.jpg





OEBPS/images/p23b.jpg





OEBPS/images/p24.jpg






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/titlepage.jpg





OEBPS/images/piv.jpg





OEBPS/images/p2.jpg





OEBPS/images/p3.jpg
ANNUAL BCST Popt. Suned






