


[image: cover-image]






[image: Image]



BEST OF GREECE


Joanna Kalafatis & Sarah Souli


[image: image]





[image: image]






CONTENTS



WELCOME TO GREECE


BEST OF THE BEST GREECE


ATHENS


DELPHI


EPIRUS


THESSALONIKI


METEORA


CORINTH, NAFPLIO, AND THE NORTHEASTERN PELOPONNESE


SOUTHERN PELOPONNESE


ANCIENT OLYMPIA


MYKONOS AND DELOS


NAXOS


SANTORINI


KARPATHOS


CRETE


GREEK MYTHOLOGY


GREEK FOOD


ESSENTIALS


INDEX


LIST OF MAPS


PHOTO CREDITS


COPYRIGHT





WELCOME TO GREECE



BEST WEEK IN GREECE


DAY 1


DAY 2


DAY 3


DAY 4


DAY 5


DAY 6


DAY 7


ITINERARY DETAILS


SEASONS OF GREECE


SPRING


SUMMER


FALL


NEED TO KNOW


WINTER


REGIONS OF GREECE


ATHENS


DELPHI


EPIRUS


THESSALONIKI


METEORA


CORINTH, NAFPLIO, AND THE NORTHEASTERN PELOPONNESE


SOUTHERN PELOPONNESE


ANCIENT OLYMPIA


MYKONOS AND DELOS


NAXOS


SANTORINI


KARPATHOS


CRETE


Greece calls to mind images of sun-drenched islands, mysterious ancient oracles and temples, and delicious meals with friends and family by the sea. But perhaps the most emblematic feeling associated with Greece is one of warmth: not only the warmth of its summers and sunny beaches, but the warmth of its people and culture, the warmth of the landscapes that beckon hikers, rugged adventurers, and vacationers alike, and the warm hospitality one finds in its small cafés and tavernas.


The richness of Greece’s history is almost unparalleled throughout the world, and remnants of ancient Greek, Roman, and Byzantine eras abound throughout its cities and countryside. As the birthplace of democracy, theatrical dramas, Western philosophy, and many other concepts we hold onto to this day, Greece holds an abundance of artifacts in its museums and monuments that fascinate tourists from all over the world.


Whether it’s enjoying the country’s many picturesque, romantic cities and towns, admiring the UNESCO World Heritage Sites dotting its sunny landscapes, or indulging in rest and relaxation on some of the most beautiful beaches in the world, almost every traveler can find a destination or activity to fall in love with in Greece.



BEST WEEK IN GREECE




DAY 1



Start your trip in Athens, making sure to visit the iconic Acropolis and the Acropolis Museum. Afterward, wander the pretty neighborhoods surrounding the hilltop site, including Plaka, Monastiraki, and Anafiotika, all within walking distance of one another, and sample the city’s modern Greek cuisine.
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Acropolis Museum





DAY 2


Wake up early for a day trip to Delphi. Wind your way through the ancient site, the centerpiece of which is the Temple of Apollo. Make sure to stop by the Delphi Archaeological Museum and have lunch at To Patriko Mas before returning to Athens in time for dinner and drinks.


DAY 3


From Athens, drive west to the Peloponnese. Stop in Ancient Mycenae for one to two hours on the way to Nafplio. If it’s a weekend night in summer, see if you can catch a play in the nearby Ancient Theater of Epidaurus. If not, stay in Nafplio to have dinner and drinks in one of the most romantic cities in Greece.



DAY 4



Wake up in Nafplio and explore the Old Town and Palamidi Fortress before making the drive back to Athens.


DAY 5


Take the early morning ferry to Mykonos. Make the short trip to Delos, explore the ancient ruins and mosaics, then head back to one of the many beaches on the island, like Platys Gialos or Paradise. Party at the famous Mykonos beach bars.
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Mykonos






DAY 6



Take the ferry to Santorini, and don’t miss the view as you approach the island. Head to Pyrgos, a beautiful but less visited town. Take in the famous Santorini sunset from Kastelli, and finish off your night with dinner and drinks at one of the island’s famous wineries.
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Santorini sunset





DAY 7


Wake up early to watch the stunning sunrise in Oia. Catch a flight back to Athens, where you can hang out in some of the city’s central, yet less tourist-oriented neighborhoods, like Exarchia, Kolonaki, and Pangrati, before toasting your trip with drinks at one of the best cocktail bars in the world, The Clumsies.




ITINERARY DETAILS


• This itinerary works best in July, when there are performances (weekends only) at the Ancient Theater of Epidaurus. September and June are also a good months for fewer crowds and more tolerable temperatures, except there are no performances at the Epidaurus theater past August.


• Accommodations at popular destinations like Mykonos and Santorini should be booked in advance, especially during the high-tourist months of July and August. The islands are small in size, meaning hotels tend to fill up quickly.


• Major sites like Delphi and Acropolis (plus its museum) should also be booked some time in advance, and if you want to see a play at the Ancient Theater of Epidaurus, book tickets well in advance.
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Sanctuary of Athena Pronea in Delphi





• Since the Mediterranean sun can be quite hot and strong in the summer, make sure you have head coverings, apply sunscreen frequently, and carry water with you everywhere.


• Renting a car and booking ferry tickets in advance is always a good idea. Major companies like Hertz, Avis, and Enterprise all operate in Greece, and picking up a rental car at the airport is relatively easy. Sites like www.ferries.gr/en help with selecting and booking ferry tickets from many different companies at once.
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café in Mykonos






SEASONS OF GREECE



The months bookending the summer season (particularly May, June, and September) are great times to visit the islands. The crowds aren’t so intense, and the weather is mild but warm enough to enjoy the beaches. You’ll be able to snag reservations that would be impossible in mid-August. By October the weather has usually cooled down, but you can still swim.


SPRING


Spring, especially the end of April and all of May, is a wonderful time to visit Greece if you want to focus on hiking, outdoor activities, and visiting ruins. The weather is usually sunny and pleasant, without the scorching hot temperatures and massive crowds the country experiences during the summer months. However, there are occasional showers in the spring, and the nights can definitely be chilly. On the plus side, you will be encountering many more locals than visitors, and in the month of May, you can hit the beaches to start swimming (if you don’t mind some cooler water).


Temperatures


Athens/Mainland: 9-25°C/48-77°F


Peloponnese: 5-26°C/41-79°F


Epirus Mountains: 3-22°C/38-72°F


Islands: 9-25°C/48-77°F


SUMMER


Summer, when temperatures (and prices!) soar, is the high season in Greece. Business is in full swing, and you’ll find everything open, usually for longer hours. Though the weather is great, the crowds can be relentless, especially in August (and particularly the middle two weeks of the month). If you’re going to travel during this time, be prepared to make plenty of reservations and wait in lots of lines, especially if you’re going to blockbuster islands like Mykonos, Santorini, or Crete.


Temperatures


Athens/Mainland: 21-34°C/69-93°F


Peloponnese: 17-33°C/63-91°F


Epirus Mountains: 13-30°C/55-86°F


Islands: 28-40°C/82-104°F


FALL


September is one of the best months to visit Greece for travelers who want a balance of great beaches, pleasant weather, and somewhat lessened crowds in the city and on the islands. In October and November, temperatures drop and the wind starts to pick up, especially on the islands. Be prepared for some chillier weather as well as occasional ferry cancellations, as ships won’t depart on especially windy days. However, this is a beautiful time to travel through the Peloponnese, as the peninsula tends to experience warmer temperatures than the rest of the country, and the hiking and archaeological visits here will be easier, both in terms of temperatures and a lack of crowds. The villages of Epirus also look beautiful at this time of year.


Temperatures


Athens/Mainland: 12-29°C/53-84°F


Peloponnese: 7-29°C/45-84°F


Epirus Mountains: 5-25°C/40-77°F


Islands: 12-25°C/54-77°F




NEED TO KNOW


• Entry requirements: U.S., UK, Canadian, Australian, and New Zealand tourists may enter Greece for up to 90 days in any 180-day period without a visa before 2024. In 2024, the European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS; https://etias.com) is scheduled to go into effect and will require pre-registration to enter most EU countries, including Greece.


• Vaccinations: As of May 2022, travelers entering Greece are no longer required to display a certificate of COVID-19 vaccination.


• Main airport: Eleftherios Venizelos International Airport (ATH) in Athens


• Get around by: Ferry for the islands, car for the mainland. Bus routes are available, but many sites require driving off the main roads and venturing outside major bus routes.


• Electricity and plugs: Greece operates on 230V and 50 Hz using plug type C (the plugs that have two round pins).


• Advance reservations: If you’re visiting in July and August, book hotels and excursions in tourist hot spots like Mykonos, Santorini, Acropolis, and Delphi in advance.


• Time zone: Eastern European Standard Time (GMT+2)


• Currency and exchange rate: Euro; €1 = $1.09 at the time of writing





WINTER


During the Greek winter, many locals enjoy skiing and snowboarding, such as in the resorts of Arachova (near Delphi) and Metsovo. If you want a true winter experience, you can head up to the region of Epirus, known for its mountains, snow, and beautiful stone villages, though you will likely need chains for your car. Major cities like Athens and Thessaloniki still have plenty of street and nightlife during the winter months. Keep in mind that many archaeological sites maintain different hours for winter than for summer, as opening hours tend to reflect daylight hours, meaning many locations will shut down around 4pm.


Aside from a few islands with a substantial population and other forms of economy, you’ll find nearly everything on the islands closed. Only islands with larger populations, like Crete, have plenty of restaurants, stores, museums, and other sights that stay open all year. The weather is cold and rainy, and boat services are greatly reduced, especially to the smaller islands.


Temperatures


Athens/Mainland: 7-15°C/44-58°F


Peloponnese: 2-13°C/36-55°F


Epirus Mountains: 0-10°C/32-49°F


Islands: 6-16°C/43-61°F
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REGIONS OF GREECE


ATHENS


The capital of Greece, Athens is home to almost half the country’s population. Surrounded by hills, Athens has top archaeological sites like Acropolis and Ancient Agora, as well as incredible restaurants, great nightlife, and a variety of cool urban neighborhoods to explore on foot, especially around the city center.


DELPHI


Built into the side of a mountain with an impressive view over the valley below, the ancient oracle’s temples and sanctuaries remain here as well-preserved ruins.


EPIRUS


This lush, rugged, mountainous region is known for its beautiful rivers, green landscapes, adventurous hikes, and traditional mountain villages.


THESSALONIKI


Greece’s biggest city after Athens is beloved by locals for its amazing regional food, lively nightlife, and pretty coastal streets and promenades.


METEORA


Comprising several monasteries built into cliffs reaching to the sky, this UNESCO World Heritage Site has a wonderful combination of history, outdoor activities, and jaw-dropping landscapes.


CORINTH, NAFPLIO, AND THE NORTHEASTERN PELOPONNESE


This region is known for its high concentration of impressive ancient ruins, including Ancient Corinth and Mycenae, beautiful coastline, and best of all, the romantic old city of Nafplio.


SOUTHERN PELOPONNESE


Kayak through complex cave systems, tour some of Greece’s oldest stone-constructed villages, wander the oldest preserved castle town in Europe, and marvel at some of the clearest waters in Greece.


ANCIENT OLYMPIA


Explore the home of the ancient Olympic Games, learn about the history of athleticism and culture in ancient Greece, and see where the city-states of the ancient world came together to compete against one another.


MYKONOS AND DELOS


Greece’s most notorious party island is the place to come for excellent gourmet meals, endless nightlife, and fantastic music. Just a boat ride away is the Delos Archaeological Site, located on an uninhabited island.


NAXOS


The biggest island of the Cyclades is home to the heart-stoppingly beautiful Temple of Apollo, expansive sand beaches, and traditional mountain villages.


SANTORINI


For romance, luxury, and truly out-of-this-world views, come to this architectural marvel of cave dwellings precariously perched on the lip of a red caldera.


KARPATHOS


Faraway Karpathos has some of the Mediterranean’s best windsurfing, and some of the Greek islands’ best-kept-secret beaches.


CRETE


The largest of the Greek islands offers fantastic history, beautifully preserved port towns, local character, and perhaps the best food in Greece.






















	
DESTINATION GREECE






	IF YOU WANT

	DESTINATION

	HOW LONG TO STAY

	TOP ATTRACTIONS

	GET THERE










	Ancient sites

	Athens

	2-3 days

	Acropolis, Ancient Agora, Hadrian’s Library, Temple of Olympian Zeus

	By plane to Eleftherios Venizelos International Airport (ATH)






	 

	Delphi

	1 day

	Temple of Apollo, Sanctuary of Athena Pronea, Treasury of the Athenians

	By car from Athens (2 hours)






	 

	Ancient Olympia

	Half day

	Sacred Precinct of Zeus, Temple of Hera, Stadium

	By car from Athens (3.5 hours)






	 

	Delos

	Half day

	Terrace of the Lions, Sacred Way, Sacred Harbor

	By ferry from Mykonos (30 minutes) or Naxos (2 hours)






	Beaches

	Elafonisos

	1 day

	Simos Beach

	By car from Athens (4.5 hours)






	 

	Crete

	2-3 days

	Balos Beach, Falasarna Beach, Elafonisi Beach

	By ferry from Athens (6.5-8 hours); by plane from Athens (1 hour)






	 

	Santorini

	1-2 days

	Perissa Beach, Oia

	By ferry from Athens (4 hours); by plane from Athens (45 minutes)






	Hiking

	Meteora

	2 days

	Megalo Meteoro Monastery (and other monasteries), Kalambaka to Agia Triada hiking trail

	By car from Athens (4 hours)






	 

	Lake Doxa

	1 day

	Feneos, strolling around Lake Doxa

	By car from Athens (2.5 hours)






	 

	Nafplio

	1-2 days

	Palamidi Fortress, Bourtzi Castle, Old Town

	By car from Athens (2 hours)






	 

	Epidaurus

	Half day

	Ancient Theater of Epidaurus, Ancient Epidaurus Loop trail

	By car from Athens (2 hours 10 minutes)






	
Museums


	Thessaloniki

	2-3 days

	Roman Rotunda, White Tower, Archaeological Museum, Jewish Museum

	By car from Athens (4.5 hours); by plane from Athens (50 minutes)






	 

	Corinth

	Half day

	Acrocorinth, Corinth Archaeological Museum

	By car from Athens (1 hour)






	 

	Ioannina

	1-2 days

	Silversmithing Museum, Byzantine Museum, Ali Pasha Museum

	By car from Athens (4.5 hours); by plane from Athens (1 hour)






	
Castles


	Monemvasia

	1 day

	Castle of Monemvasia

	By car from Athens (4 hours)






	 

	Methoni

	Half day

	Methoni Castle

	By car from Athens (3 hours 45 minutes)






	 

	Koroni

	Half day

	Koroni Castle

	By car from Athens (3 hours 40 minutes)






	Water sports

	Naxos

	1-2 days

	Plaka Beach (windsurfing)

	By ferry from Athens (3-4 hours)






	 

	Mykonos

	1-2 days

	Platys Gialos beach

	By ferry from Athens (2.5-3 hours); by plane from Athens (45 minutes)






	 

	Karpathos

	2 days

	windsurfing on the southern coast, Apella Beach

	By plane from Athens (1 hour 10 minutes)






	Traditional villages

	Zagorohoria

	2 days

	Monodendri, Vikos Gorge, Papingo, Tsepelovo

	By car from Athens (5 hours)






	 

	Metsovo

	1 day

	Metsovo Folk Art Museum, Katogi Averoff Winery

	By car from Athens (4.5 hours)






	 

	Messinia

	1-2 days

	Voidokoilia Beach, Old Navarino Castle, Gialova Beach

	By car from Athens (3.5 hours)






	 

	Areopolis and Mani

	2 days

	Oitylos, Limeni, Kardamyli, Caves of Diros

	By car from Athens (3.5 hours)
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MOUNT ZAS
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BEST NIGHTLIFE
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MOUNT ZAS


SUNRISE AND SUNSET IN OIA



BEST ANCIENT SITES



PARTHENON


Athens


One of the most awe-inspiring places in Western civilization, the Parthenon still stands in all its glory on Acropolis (click here).
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Parthenon





ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF DELPHI


Delphi


This ancient oracle was one of the most mystical and important sites in ancient Greece, visited by kings and heroes to receive advice and prophecies; it remains one of the most famous attractions in the world today (click here).
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Archaeological Site of Delphi





ANCIENT MYCENAE


Northeastern Peloponnese


One of the oldest archaeological sites in mainland Greece, Ancient Mycenae was built in 1350 BCE and was one of the earliest developed civilizations in the country (click here).


ANCIENT OLYMPIA


Olympia


Once the site of the ancient Olympic Games, the vast ruins of Ancient Olympia give visitors a glimpse into ancient athletics, culture, and history (click here).



DELOS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE



Delos


This uninhabited island (accessible by way of Mykonos) was a sacred place for ancient Greeks, and is one of the most important Panhellenic sanctuaries. Walk around temples, theaters, former houses, and truly magnificent mosaics (click here).
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Delos Archaeological Site





TEMPLE OF APOLLO


Naxos


The huge marble gate—actually an unfinished temple dedicated to Apollo—is one of the most arresting sights in Greece, and the first thing you’ll see as your ferry boat docks in Naxos (click here).


PALACE OF KNOSSOS


Crete


The best preserved of the Minoan palaces, the Palace of Knossos is a testament to the ferocious strength and power of the mysterious Minoan civilization (click here).



BEST BEACHES



SIMOS BEACH


Southern Peloponnese


Located on the small island of Elafonisos, Simos Beach boasts some of the bluest and clearest waters in the country, attracting visitors and campers from all over (click here).


VOIDOKOILIA BEACH


Southern Peloponnese


This beach has become famous on social media thanks to its unique, photogenic semicircular shape, visible from above at the end of a nearby hike. Enjoy the clear waters on this beach, but remember to bring supplies as there are no cafés or food stands here (click here).


SUPER PARADISE


Mykonos


Don’t come here to relax. This is a beach to see and be seen, and to party a lot thanks to the mega clubs and bars that line it (click here).


ALYKO BEACH


Naxos


This beautiful long sandy beach in Naxos has plenty of secret spots thanks to the dozens of coves that cut through the beach, plus an abandoned hotel that’s now covered in artwork (click here).


DEVIL’S BAY


Karpathos


All the professional windsurfers head to this windy cove to skim along the waves. If you can’t join ’em, admire ’em. It looks like they’re flying (click here).


BALOS


Crete


There are too many beautiful beaches in Crete, but the geographical wonder of Balos Bay—pink sand, impossibly turquoise water—might just be the most spectacular. Come super early in the morning to beat the crowds (click here).



BEST HIKES



VIKOS GORGE


Epirus


11.4 km (7.1 mi) one-way


This full-day hike takes you through one of the deepest gorges in Europe, surrounded by lush green landscapes while you walk between the beautiful mountain villages of Zagorohoria (click here).


KALAMBAKA TO AGIA TRIADA


Meteora


2.22 km (1.38 mi) one-way


Instead of driving through the world-famous UNESCO site of Meteora, take your time to explore the monasteries and the stunning cliffs and valleys between them via this brisk hike (click here).


MOUNT OLYMPUS


19.5-24 km (12.1-14.9 mi) round-trip


Trek up to the ancient mythological home of the Greek gods, in either one or two days, and summit the tallest mountain in Greece (click here).


OLD NAVARINO CASTLE


Southern Peloponnese


2.7 km (1.7 mi) round-trip


Walk through the old ruins of the Old Navarino Castle, built by the Ottomans, to be rewarded with a jaw-dropping view of Voidokoilia Beach from above (click here).


MOUNT ZAS


Naxos


8-km (5-mi) loop


Scale the mountain where it’s said Zeus was born. The views will make you feel as though you’re floating above Naxos (click here).


SAMARIA GORGE


Crete


16 km (10 mi) one-way


Walk through a wildflower-covered gorge that ends with a dip in the sea (click here).



BEST NIGHTLIFE



THE CLUMSIES


Athens


The Clumsies has been rated the number one cocktail bar in the entire world, and for good reason. The mixologists here are top notch, and the bar maintains a laid-back, friendly atmosphere, where people gather and dance on the weekends (click here).


LADADIKA


Thessaloniki


Over time, the neighborhood of Ladadika transformed from a collection of portside merchants, to a neighborhood of brothels, to one of the best nightlife spots in Greece. Head to Mamalouka or Gorilas to dance well into the night (click here).


BEACH BARS ON MYKONOS


Known all over the world for its nightlife, Mykonos has some of the best beach bars in the world, where patrons can dance and party all day and all night. Check out island institutions like Cavo Paradiso and Scorpios, which host some of the best DJs in the world every summer (click here).


CASABLANCA SOUL BAR


Santorini


Casablanca Soul Bar is widely considered the classiest club in Santorini, balancing a fun atmosphere with island elegance to create great nights that last until morning (click here).


HERAKLION


Crete


Heraklion attracts locals, university students, and tourists to its busy streets for dining and drinking. From jazz bars to all-night dance clubs, the city offers a little bit of everything; visit Rolling Stone Rock Bar, The Bitters Bar, and NEMO BeachBar (click here).



BEST VIEWS



MOUNT LYCABETTUS


Athens


Head to the highest point in Athens, Mount Lycabettus, to take in the enormous sprawl of the city, as well as the Parthenon, and on clear days, the sea in the distance. Hike up or take a cable car, and enjoy a lovely meal at the restaurant on the hilltop (click here).


OXYA VIEWPOINT


Epirus


Drive up to Oxya Viewpoint to get a sweeping view of Vikos Gorge, one of the deepest and narrowest canyons in the world, from above (click here).


HEPTAPYRGION


Thessaloniki


Get a bird’s-eye view of the lovely city of Thessaloniki from above by heading up to the old jail and fortress of Heptapyrgion (click here).


PSAROPETRA LOOKOUT


Meteora


One of the best panoramic views in the country is at Psaropetra Lookout, in the UNESCO site of Meteora. Venture there at sunset to get a gorgeous view of the cliffs, monasteries, and valley below (click here).


PALAMIDI FORTRESS


Northeastern Peloponnese


Look down at the historic, romantic town of Nafplio from Palamidi Fortress, and gaze at the Old Town streets next to the beautiful Aegean Sea (click here).
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view from Palamidi Fortress





MOUNT ZAS


Naxos


If you have the strength to complete this four-hour hike up Mount Zas, you will be rewarded with a gorgeous vista of the island of Naxos from a viewpoint high above its shores (click here).


SUNRISE AND SUNSET IN OIA


Santorini


Though in the afternoon you will have to slide through swarms of tourists to get a glimpse of the beautiful sunset over the caldera in Oia, Santorini, you can also wake up extra early to view the equally gorgeous sunrise from the town (click here).





ATHENS



(Αθἠνα)


ATHENS 3 WAYS


ONE DAY


TWO DAYS


AVOID THE CROWDS


ORIENTATION


PLANNING YOUR TIME


HIGHLIGHTS


SYNTAGMA


PLAKA AND ACROPOLIS


MONASTIRAKI


PSYRRI


KOLONAKI


EXARCHIA


SHOPPING


TOP SOUVENIRS


SYNTAGMA


PLAKA


MONASTIRAKI


KOLONAKI


EXARCHIA


FOOD


STANDOUTS


BARS AND NIGHTLIFE


STANDOUTS


LODGING


STANDOUTS


Athens (pop. 3.7 million) has long been defined by its ancient past. Here, after all, is the birthplace of democracy, a seaside capital where sun-bleached relics like the Parthenon, Hadrian’s Arch, and the Ancient Agora continue to stand. After the ancient Greek empire fell, Athens was reduced to a pastoral village, which it remained until its establishment as modern Greece’s capital in the 1800s.


Today’s Athens would be completely foreign to Aristotle and Plato, though they would still recognize the Parthenon, which, particularly when lit up at night, is an incredible sight to see. The city is a modern mash of contradictions, with neoclassical buildings next to 1960s high rises, and contemporary art galleries buttressed by stone ruins. Recent economic problems have had a destabilizing effect on Athens, and thousands of people have left in search of other opportunities. But Athens can never be fully beaten down, and it is now indeed on the rise: New museums and cultural centers, including the wonderful Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center, have been built; the bohemian set has returned to set up community projects, fusion restaurants, and art spaces; and immigrants from across Africa, the Middle East, and Asia have breathed new life into forgotten neighborhoods.
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TOP 3
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S 1. ACROPOLIS: The most iconic archaeological site in Western civilization is even more impressive in person.
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S 2. ANAFIOTIKA: Beat the crowds in Plaka by heading to this neighborhood right above it, which feels like a Greek island town in the middle of the city.
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S 3. NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM: Peruse the world’s most impressive collection of Greek antiquities.
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ATHENS 3 WAYS



ONE DAY


1 If you only have a day in Athens, you should start with the city’s most iconic site: Acropolis. Walk up the hill as early as possible, both to avoid the midday heat and to experience this ancient marvel with fewer people around.


2 Continue onward to the modern and impressive Acropolis Museum, which helps contextualize the monument in the history of ancient Athens, and gives visitors a feel for what life in the ancient city was like.


3 Walk down to Plaka to grab a coffee and pastry at Yiasemi. The café sits on the famous Plaka stairs, which offer a beautiful view of the classic neighborhood below.


4 Stroll through the colorful, flower-filled streets of Plaka, one of Athens’s prettiest neighborhoods. Then make your way up to Anafiotika to explore this unique corner of Athens, built by islanders from Anafi who came to the city to help construct it.


5 Walk over to Syntagma for a lunch at Sushimou, where you can sample some of the more upscale international cuisine of Athens.


6 Visit some of the nearby ancient sites in Monastiraki, including Hadrian’s Library.


7 Just a short walk away is Monastiraki’s famous flea market, a touristy but nonetheless beloved jumble of wares for sale.


8 As night sets, head over to Spondi in Pangrati to eat in one of Athenians’ favorite gourmet restaurants. Locals have held this establishment, with its modern twists on traditional Greek cuisine, in high esteem for years.


9 You can’t leave Athens without grabbing a drink at The Clumsies, frequently rated as the number one cocktail bar in the world. If you want the night to keep going, walk around the lively nightlife district of Psirri adjacent to the bar.



TWO DAYS



Day One: Acropolis, Koukaki, Plaka, and Syntagma


1 You’re probably staying downtown on your first night in Athens, so Acropolis is in walking distance. Hit it first thing in the morning, in an attempt to beat the crowds. You’ll spend at least an hour and a half here.


2 Fuel up with coffee and a pastry from Little Tree Books & Coffee, conveniently located near the Acropolis Museum.


3 Spend an hour examining artifacts from Acropolis’s slopes at the Acropolis Museum.


4 Go for a stroll through Plaka and Anafiotika before walking toward Syntagma.


5 Have lunch at Nolan for a Japanese-Greek fusion experience.


6 Catch the changing of the guards (every hour, on the hour, daily) in front of the Parliament.


7 Spend the afternoon strolling around Monastiraki, walking through the flea market and admiring the antique furniture.


8 Head back to Syntagma for pre-dinner drinks at Heteroclito.


9 It’s a short walk to Zisis, Fish in a Cone, where you can tuck into a delicious seafood dinner (or, grab a to-go cone of fried calamari and wander around the neighborhood, catching glimpses of the lit-up Parthenon).


Day Two: Exarchia, Kolonaki, Pangrati, and Mets


10 Grab a morning coffee in Exarchia at Luxus, and stroll through this alternative neighborhood’s art-covered streets full of bookstores and cafés.


11 Walk to the National Archaeological Museum, where you’ll likely spend a few hours drinking in the fabulous collection.


12 Have a quick but delicious lunch at Prigkipas, a farm-to-table gem in Exarchia.


13 Take a walk through Kolonaki. If there’s an exhibit at the Museum of Cycladic Art, drop in.


14 After you’ve done enough sightseeing for the day, grab a taxi to the hip residential area of Pangrati and Mets for a leisurely walk among locals. Have a treat at Ohh Boy.


15 Walk off your treat at the Panathenaic Stadium.


16 For dinner, visit the traditional no-frills taverna Olympion.


17 Drinks at Odeon should definitely follow.



AVOID THE CROWDS



In the center of Athens, it’s relatively hard to find uncrowded places, but if you’re willing to hop in a metro or taxi, you can explore some of Athenians’ favorite neighborhoods.


1 Walk up Mount Lycabettus early in the morning to get some sweeping panoramic views of Athens and Acropolis below, while avoiding the crowds that set in later in the day.


2 Head on down to the Museum of Cycladic Art and admire one of the lesser-known collections in the center of Athens.


3 After a busy morning, walk over (6 minutes) to Kostarelos Dairy, a restaurant run by a family who has been churning out (pun intended) delicious cheeses and yogurts for three generations. It’s not for the lactose intolerant: nearly everything on the menu is dripping in delicious, oozy cheese.


4 Walk (5 minutes) to Benaki Museum, one of the most prestigious museums in Athens, with a permanent collection and ever-fascinating rotating exhibits focused on the history and culture of Greece.


5 Stroll the activist and student neighborhood of Exarchia by walking up Charilaou Trikoupi. Take notice of the street art, interesting shops like It’s A Shirt, and local restaurants you pass by.


6 Sit down for dinner at Ama Laxei, a former elementary school turned restaurant that serves some of the best and most affordable mezedes in Athens.


7 For a glass of wine to end your day, head on to The Warehouse, a local favorite also in the Exarchia neighborhood.



ORIENTATION



Central Athens


SYNTAGMA


Syntagma, with its eponymous square, is the center of Athens. The joke is that all roads lead to Syntagma, which is sort of true. You’ll most likely pass here at some point, either taking the shopping pedestrian road of Ermou down to Monastiraki and Plaka, or eating at one of the restaurants in the area. Some of Athens’s best hotels are located here, but like the center of any metropolis, it doesn’t have much of a neighborhood vibe. The National Garden spreads out south and east of Syntagma Square.


PLAKA AND ACROPOLIS


Built under the shadow of Acropolis (the rock on which the Parthenon sits), the Plaka neighborhood abuts Syntagma to the south and is the most touristic part of Athens. Plaka and Acropolis are unmissable for any visitor to the city.


MONASTIRAKI


Monastiraki, to the north of Plaka, is a bit more edgy, with plenty of bars and restaurants and a nice flea market.


KOUKAKI


Koukaki, located south of Acropolis, is a mostly residential neighborhood that in recent years has become increasingly hip; there are great restaurants, cafés, and shops, all within spitting distance of Acropolis but with a lot fewer tourists.


PSYRRI


Psyrri centers on Iroon Square and is another vibrant and colorful neighborhood. There’s a lot of really good street art around Psyrri, and there are some cool bars, restaurants, shops, and cafés.


EXARCHIA


In the north part of Athens you’ll find the central roundabout of Omonia Square, which acts as a de facto walking bridge between the neighborhoods of Psyrri and Exarchia. Although Exarchia has a certain kind of grittiness that has caused the US State Department to put out a travel alert on the neighborhood, it’s actually a fantastic alternative neighborhood that’s staunchly anti-fascist, and it remains a beacon for artists, poets, and leftists (and anarchists).


KOLONAKI


Considered the most aristocratic of Athens’s downtown neighborhoods, Kolonaki (“little column” in Greek) is located east of Syntagma on the slopes of Mount Lycabettus and attracts a who’s who of Athenians. There’s a mix of neoclassical and modern buildings, the cute Kolonaki Square, and a number of important museums.


PANGRATI AND METS


Located southeast of the National Garden, Pangrati and Mets are two residential neighborhoods that are rapidly becoming known for their slightly Brooklyn-ish, slightly Parisian vibe, while remaining quintessentially Athenian. Tranquil, full of locals, with plenty of quirky architectural details, these neighborhoods have lots of good restaurants and bars as well.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Most visitors heading to the Greek islands tack on Athens as a one-day bookend to their ferry trips. How wrong they are. Athens is a truly fantastic city, but if you want to get to know it outside of its major tourist sites, you’ll want to spend at least three or four days here. You’ll need a full day to visit Acropolis and see some museums, but the real joy of Athens comes from walking around its neighborhoods, sitting in cafés and people-watching, soaking up the art that’s around every corner, and scratching just a little bit below the Parthenon surface.


Best Season


Though Athens might get most of its tourists during the summer months of July and August, the best months to visit are May, June, and September, known as shoulder season. Though you might get a couple of rainy days, the city is still warm without the extreme heat of the summer. Best of all, there are fewer fellow tourists on the streets, and many more local Athenians.


August is a big vacation month for Greeks, so many local Athenians, in order to escape the heat of the city, go on vacation to the islands or back to their home village. This means that a lot of local favorites and hot spots go quiet during July and August, and the city is swarmed with more visitors than locals.


In June and September, Athenians are in town, the weather is warm and sunny but almost never oppressively hot, beaches are open and full of locals, and local nightlife (especially outdoor bars and clubs) is in full swing. Walking around the city and up the hill of Lycabettus, or up to see Acropolis, is infinitely easier and more enjoyable than in the strong sun of midsummer.


HIGHLIGHTS


SYNTAGMA


Syntagma is the beating heart of Athens—or perhaps, more accurately, its brain. Syntagma Square is the main square of Athens and home to the Parliament, where ministers pour in and out during weekdays and crowds gather to protest during particularly fiery moments of social upheaval. Every hour, on the hour, of every day—even at 3am on Tuesday—the fantastically costumed evzones (guards) perform an elaborate changing-of-the-guards ritual in front of Parliament at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, which honors every Greek soldier that was ever killed in any Greek war. The spectacle is very popular with tourists, who crowd around for photos. On Sundays at 11am, the affair is elevated to a whole marching platoon, accompanied by a band.


National Garden


Leoforos Vasilissis Sofias and Leoforos Vasilissis Amalias; 7am-dusk daily; free


Greece used to be a monarchy, and in 1838, Queen Amalia designed these lovely royal gardens as a leafy repose. Apparently, Amalia was so enthralled with her slice of greenery she spent up to three hours a day tending to the plants. No need to be royalty to visit now; it’s a pleasure to stroll through the gardens. There’s a café and playground as well as a small “zoo” (there are just a handful of animals, but it’s enough to satisfy a child). In addition to the Presidential Palace entrance, there’s another one next to the Parliament, so after the changing of the guards, you can easily enter the garden. The gardens are built around Zappeion Palace, built in 1870 and now open to the public with occasional concerts and performances.


PLAKA AND ACROPOLIS


Plaka has that quintessential Greek look so many tourists are after (bougainvillea, narrow roads), and although there are gems to be found, it’s really jam-packed with tourists in the summer.
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S Acropolis



tel. 21 03214172; 8am-8pm daily Apr.-Oct., 8am-5pm daily Nov.-Mar., last entry 30 minutes before closing; €20


The heartbeat of Athens—and, some would argue, all of Western civilization—is even more stunning in person than in photos. It’s hard to deny the indelible energy of the place: despite the hordes of tourists, Acropolis is a truly spiritual spot that has contributed so much to Western civilization and culture.


The whole area around Acropolis has been turned into a pedestrian walkway called the Dionisiou Aeropagitou and Apostolou Pavlou promenade, and you can walk up from Plaka to Acropolis. Follow Adrianou Street to the promenade, either looping around all the way (the whole walk will take about 30 minutes) or going directly to the entrance located in front of the Acropolis Museum. Because the area is pedestrianized (and wheelchair-friendly), you can’t take a cab directly there, though you can get dropped off one street behind this entrance.


The area of Acropolis includes the Temple of Athena Nike, the Statue of Athena Promachos and Pedestals, Propylaea, Parthenon, Erechtion, Athena’s cella and Poseidon’s cella, the Theater of Dionysus, the Stoa of Eumenes and Asclepion, and Panagia Chrysopolitissa. Your ticket for Acropolis includes access to all these sites, which are clearly marked, and there are tour guides waiting outside (around €10) if you want to hire a private guide on the spot. There’s such a richness of history here, it’s helpful to have more information at hand, so it can be useful to hire one of the guides.


You’ll first walk through the ancient theater before heading up to the main site. You’ll duck through arches, and walk around the temples of Athena Nike and Poseidon, past the sanctuaries; the views from the top across Athens are incredible. The word Parthenon means “virgin’s apartment” and it is dedicated to Athena Parthenos, the patron of Athens. It’s the largest Doric temple in Greece (and the only one to be built purely of white Pentelic marble).


Acropolis is always crowded, but try to go in the early morning and avoid weekends for a slightly less jammed experience. The pathways around Acropolis are covered with concrete, making it easier for people in wheelchairs or pushing strollers to navigate the site.


Acropolis Museum


Dionysiou Areopagitou 15; tel. 21 09000900; www.theacropolismuseum.gr; 9am-5pm Mon.-Thurs., 9am-10pm Fri., 9am-8pm Sat.-Sun. Nov.-Mar., 8am-4pm Mon., 8am-8pm Tues.-Thurs. and Sat.-Sun., 8am-10pm Fri. Apr.-Oct., last admission 30 minutes before closing; €5 or €3 reduced Nov.-Mar., €10 or €5 reduced Apr.-Oct.


Built at the foot of the southern slope of Acropolis, this newish museum opened in 2009. All modernist glass and filled with light, it houses many of the archaeological findings from Acropolis.


The museum is built over an archaeological site, and the architects cleverly constructed a glass walkway so you can see the excavation as you walk into the museum. The collection is housed across three levels. The foyer gallery displays more recent findings (mostly clay objects and vases) from Acropolis’s slopes. The Archaic Gallery on the first floor is full of statues (some real, some replicas), including the five Caryatids, the columns of women who held up the Erechtheion (temples that housed the cult of Athena and Poseidon, who, according to myth, duked it out for the patronage of Athens). On the top floor is the Parthenon Gallery, a glass atrium that showcases the temple’s 160-meter-long (525-ft-long) (!) frieze. The British Museum has a good portion of the frieze, as well as the Parthenon Marbles; in the Acropolis Museum the gaps are filled in with plaster facsimiles (you’ll be able to tell the difference from the color gradient).




ACROPOLIS VIEWS


As beautiful as it is up close, Acropolis is just as arresting from far away, as you catch glimpses of it from rooftops, streets, and other corners of the city. The creamy white Parthenon atop Acropolis changes colors throughout the day (the prettiest time is sunset) and is lit up at night, like an orange jewel atop all of Athens.
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view of Acropolis





Here are some of the more interesting vantage points in the city:


• Filopappou Park: This elevated area provides breathtaking views of the city, including Acropolis (click here).


• SENSE Fine Dining: Chow down on French-inspired gourmet plates while peeping at Acropolis (click here).


• Hotels: A number of the recommended hotels boast Acropolis views, including the luxe Electra Palace Athens (click here).





Ancient Agora


Adrianou St.; daily 8am-3pm; €8 adults, €4 students


Located northwest of Acropolis, Athens’s agora was the main social, political, and commercial gathering site for ancient Greeks. The site has been excavated and restored, with the well-preserved Temple of Hephaestus and the Stoa of Attalos (a place where Athenians met and did business) being its most noteworthy structures. The Ancient Agora Museum, located inside the Stoa of Attalos, contains findings from excavations of the agora, including jewelry and ceramics. Winding pathways and shady trees provide a pleasant respite from Athens’s bustle.



S Anafiotika



Built in the shadow of Acropolis, Plaka is like a village within Athens, and every tourist loves to come here. It is beautiful, but it’s also disappointingly touristic. For a respite from the crowds, walk up into Anafiotika, the village within a village within a city. When Plaka was first being constructed in the 1800s, builders were brought over from the island of Anafi, as Anafiots were thought to be the best builders in the Cyclades. During the day, the builders worked on neoclassical-style mansions for the wealthy; by night they constructed rough-and-tumble island-style homes for themselves. These homes are still inhabited today, and it truly feels like you’re wandering through a Greek island. There are no cafés, restaurants, or shops; instead, just get lost in the tiny streets, stopping occasionally to pet a stray cat and soak up the fantastic architecture.


Anafiotika is located at the northeast corner of Acropolis. To get here from Adrianou Street in Plaka, follow any of the small streets up, in the direction of Acropolis.


Roman Agora


Adrianou 24; tel. 21 03245220; 8am-8pm daily May-Oct., 8am-3pm daily Nov.-Apr.; €8, €4 reduced


If Acropolis was the soul of Ancient Athens, then the Agora was its brain: this was where business, politics, administrative duties, and social activity took place. Immeasurable contributions to Western civilization were made here. Socrates proposed his philosophical ideas here, for a start.


It’s worth taking an hour to walk along the well-maintained grounds, and to supplement your visit by popping into the museum (your ticket counts for both). Parts of the Agora are still quite well maintained, especially the Gate of Athena Archegetis, financed by Julius Caesar. Also worth an up-close visit is the Tower of the Winds, an eight-sided Pentelic marble clocktower that still stands in all its timeless glory.


Temple of Olympian Zeus


tel. 21 09226330; 8am-8pm daily; €8, €4 reduced


Partly built in the 6th century BCE by Peisistratos, the Olympian Zeus was once one of the largest temples in Greece. It’s decorated with 104 Corinthian columns. Construction was touch-and-go for seven centuries (turns out it’s expensive to build huge temples to the gods) but was eventually completed by Emperor Hadrian in 131 CE. Only 15 columns remain now, but it’s an arresting site, all the more so for being in the center of Athens. Your multi-site Acropolis Pass (€30) includes access here.
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Temple of Olympian Zeus





MONASTIRAKI


Hadrian’s Library


North of the Roman Agora; tel. 21 03249350; http://odysseus.culture.gr [URL inactive]; 8am-5pm daily; €6, €3 reduced


Hadrian’s Library was constructed in 132 CE by Emperor Hadrian. There were music and lecture rooms as well, and an impressive collection of papyrus scrolls. None of that, of course, can be seen today; all that remains is one restored wall and an 11th-century church. The site is worthwhile only if you’ve gotten the Acropolis Pass. Otherwise, you can get a good idea of the sight by walking along the fenced perimeter and peeking through.
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Hadrian’s Library





PSYRRI


Museum of Islamic Art


22 Ag. Asomaton and 12 Dipilou St.; tel. 21 03671000; www.benaki.org; 10am-6pm Thurs.-Sun.; €9


One of the highlights of this museum is its fantastic rooftop café, which features an incredible watercolor fresco and is the perfect spot to grab a coffee in Athens. It’s also a great excuse to look at some of the world’s most important Islamic art. There are more than 8,000 objects from the 12th-19th centuries, mostly from the private holdings of collector Antonis Benakis, amassed while he was living in Alexandria. There are some truly fantastic ceramics, a perfectly intact ivory chessboard from the 14th century, and the reconstructed interior of a 17th-century Egyptian mansion. You’ll want to spend at least an hour and a half here.
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Museum of Islamic Art







MAKE IT ACTIVE


Athens is not the greenest city in Europe, not by a long stretch—some neighborhoods are bitterly devoid of any greenery. In the past few years, with the influx of refugees arriving in the city, parks were used as makeshift camps. Additionally, due to the economic crisis, a few parks and public squares in the seedier parts of the city became epicenters of drug dealing and use, and prostitution. In 2019, police began aggressively “cleaning up” the parks in the center of Athens, and they’ve become more hospitable places for families and children.


MOUNT LYCABETTUS


Lycabettus, the hill that looms over Kolonaki and Exarchia, has some of the best panoramas of Athens. You can either climb to the top (on a clear day, you can easily see to Piraeus port) or take the 10-minute funicular railway (teleferik in Greek; every 30 minutes 9am-2:30am daily; €7 round-trip) from the top of Ploutarhou. Lycabettus is most popular during the day, especially on Sundays, but it’s also worth visiting at night, when it’s empty and all of Athens glitters before you like a bag of dropped diamonds.


It’s 1.5 kilometers (0.9 mi) from Kolonaki up to Mount Lycabettus; it’ll take you about 35 minutes on asphalt roads (or 20 minutes through the dirt paths that crisscross the park).


PANATHENAIC STADIUM


Leof. Vasileos Konstantinou; tel. 21 07522984; www.panathenaicstadium.gr; 8am-7pm daily Mar.-Oct., 8am-5pm daily Nov.-Feb.; €10, €5 reduced


Originally built in 330 BCE for the Panathenaic athletic games, this fantastic piece of architecture saw its heyday during the reign of Hadrian, when it was transformed into the horseshoe-shaped stadium you see today. The games that we’re all familiar with, the modern Olympic Games, first took place in the refurbished stadium in 1896. You can walk (or run, if you’re an athlete!) up and down the stairs and feel like an Olympian yourself. (Opens early for runners, 7:30am-9am exclusively for morning jogging, but you must pay upon exit).


FILOPAPPOU


Also known as the Hill of Muses, Filopappou is an elevated area that’s beloved for its breathtaking views of the city, including Acropolis. It’s a weekend haunt for Athenians who come to picnic in the shade, or to wander through the rambling paths that crisscross the park. The walk to the top is pretty easy, and takes about 30 minutes from the bottom to the summit. It’s located just west of Acropolis and is next to Koukaki.
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Filopappou Hill





PEDION TOU AREOS


One of the largest public parks in Athens, Pedion Tou Areos has undergone a pretty dramatic facelift. On the west side of the park there’s still a bit of dealing going on, but the park is full of wide avenues, benches, and blooming trees. It sits between Kypseli and Exarchia, and is reminiscent of big parks in New York: you’ll find a diverse group of people, from old Greek ladies knitting to young Eritrean mothers to spandex-clad joggers. The park occasionally hosts markets and cultural events.





KOLONAKI


Museum of Cycladic Art


Neofitou Douka 4; tel. 21 07228321; www.cycladic.gr; 10am-5pm Mon., Wed., Fri.-Sat., 10am-8pm Thurs., 11am-5pm Sun.; €8, €5 reduced, €10 special exhibitions


Picasso’s surreal figures are said to have been inspired by Cycladic art, a multi-millennia-old art form from the Cycladic islands. The Museum of Cycladic Art houses one of the most important collections in the world, with several floors of marble sculptures, bronze artifacts, and tools, weapons, pottery, and other works that paint a vivid picture of the Cycladic civilization. The ground floor hosts a rotation of temporary exhibits, and there’s always something kid-friendly going on. There’s an excellent gift shop and museum café as well. It’s a smaller museum, and an hour and a half is enough time to walk through. Don’t miss the cream-colored Cycladic statues on the upper floor.
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Museum of Cycladic Art





Benaki Museum


Koumpari 1; tel. 21 03671000; www.benaki.org; 10am-6pm Mon., Wed., Fri.-Sat., 10am-midnight Thurs., 10am-4pm Sun.; €12, €9 reduced, free Thurs. after 6pm


Think of the Benakis as the Rockefellers of Greece (via Egypt, where they partly lived): wealthy aristocrats who, whatever you may think of class structure and money, at least contributed to the preservation of their country’s cultural heritage. In 1931 the family donated their Athenian residence, along with more than 37,000 Islamic and Byzantine objects. Nearly 70,000 more pieces spanning centuries from the Bronze Age to World War II have since been added, and the museum underwent extensive renovations and reopened in 2000. The paintings by El Greco and Theodoros Poulakis are worth seeking out. You’ll want to spend at least 2-3 hours here, depending on how much of an art lover you are.


There are two other Benaki museum branches: the Islamic Art Museum in Kerameikos and the Pireos Annexe for contemporary art. A pass for all three costs €20 and is valid for three months.


EXARCHIA



S National Archaeological Museum



28is Oktovriou 44; tel. 21 32144800; www.namuseum.gr/en; 1pm-8pm Tues., 8:30am-8pm Wed.-Mon. Apr.-Oct., 1pm-8pm Tues., 8:30am-3:30pm Wed.-Mon. Nov.-Mar.; €12 Apr.-Oct., €6 Nov.-Mar.


This is considered one of the world’s most important museums, thanks to its stunning collection of Greek antiquities. There are more than 11,000 items spread across the 8,000-square-meter (86,000-square-ft) neoclassical building. The exhibits are presented thematically and include a fantastic prehistoric collection (the gold masks are next-level), an Egyptian room, a sculptures wing, and some impressive frescoes from Santorini. You could easily spend a whole day here.
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ancient Greek phalanx pottery, National Archaeological Museum






Exarchia Farmers Market



Kallidromiou St.; 7am-5pm Sat.


Each neighborhood has its own laiki (people’s market), but Exarchia’s is considered the best, and it attracts shoppers from across the city. Every Saturday, orange tents go up and crates upon crates of fruits and vegetables are placed on plastic tables. The produce changes with the season; if you’re lucky you’ll be there when it’s apricot season (which only lasts 20 days in May) or better yet, fig season (Aug.-Sept.). You’ll also find oils, beeswax candles, flowers and plants, spices, and jams. This is an excellent place to stock up on food if you’re staying in an AirBnB or want to pack a picnic.
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Exarchia Farmers Market





SHOPPING


There’s some great shopping to be had in Athens, but note that most of what you buy on the islands (leather sandals, scarves, etc.) and the rest of the mainland can also be purchased here, at more or less the same price. So concentrate your sartorial efforts (and your wallet) on local designers who only have shops in Athens.


TOP SOUVENIRS


The flea markets of Monastiraki and other neighborhoods sell a lot of classic Greek souvenirs, including leather sandals and mati jewelry intended to ward off the evil eye. You can easily find items like these, or something else unique and handcrafted, among the more generic and mass produced items on display in the main market streets.


SYNTAGMA


The main thoroughfare that connects Syntagma to Monastiraki is Ermou, and the entire area is a pedestrian zone. You’ll find all the major high-street brands, like Zara, H&M, and more. There’s a nice outpost of the beloved cosmetics and skincare brand Korres (Ermou 4; tel. 210 321 0054; 9am-9pm Mon.-Fri., 9am-8pm Sat.) here as well, but aside from that, there’s no store that you couldn’t find elsewhere in another European city.


PLAKA


FORGET ME NOT


100 Adrianou St.; tel. 21 03253740; www.forgetmenotathens.gr; 10am-8pm daily, open until 10pm in summer


If you need to pick up some small gifts for friends and family, Forget Me Not in Plaka is a delightful souvenir shop that features contemporary Greek designers and, as they call it, “fabulous memorabilia.”



MONASTIRAKI



FLEA MARKET


around Ifestou and Ermou streets; 8am-8pm daily


The Monastiraki neighborhood is home to Athens’s beloved flea market, where you can find midcentury furniture along with antique objects and old records. Much of it is massively overpriced, but you can occasionally find some gems. Monastiraki is also where you’ll find all the tourist shops in a souk-like environment: you can pick up leather sandals, bottles of ouzo, Swarovski crystal jewelry, and other wares. The vibe is very chaotic and skin-on-skin in the summer. It’s definitely built for tourists, so keep that in mind as you walk through and are accosted by people trying to usher you into their shops or restaurants.
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Monastiraki flea market





KOLONAKI


As one of the richest neighborhoods in Athens, Kolonaki gives new meaning to the phrase “shop till you drop”; you literally might, given the amount of cardio required to crisscross the hilly neighborhood streets. You’ll find some great Greek designers here, as well as luxury brands like Balenciaga and Hermes. If you’re a true shopaholic, you’ll want to spend a few hours here, occasionally refueling with coffee and food.
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shopping in Kolonaki





CALLISTA CRAFTS


Voukourestiou 11; tel. 21 03647989; 10am-5pm Mon., Wed., Sat., 10am-8:30pm Tues., Thurs.-Fri.


Callista Crafts is an homage to Greek leatherwork and macrame technique, for timeless, classic, and extremely high-quality bags.


EXARCHIA


This leftist, bohemian neighborhood is full of bookstores, record shops, and vintage stores, and there’s an excellent farmers market on Saturdays.


IT’S A SHIRT


Asklipiou 67; www.itsashirt.gr; noon-7pm Tues., Thurs.-Fri., noon-5pm Wed., Sat.


Into slow fashion, bucking trends, and singular concepts? Look no further than It’s A Shirt, which is exactly what it says it is: a shop devoted to shirts. The uber-creative Christina Christodoulou uses deadstock fabrics to create micro-collections of quality shirts.



FOOD



There’s no shortage of dining options in Athens, though some may argue it doesn’t have the best food on the mainland. A plague that often befalls other capital cities has also descended on Athens: too many tourists, too many shortcuts, and plenty of uninspired, overpriced restaurants. That being said, there are gems in this city, too.
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gyro, typical Greek street food
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café in Athens





In general, avoid eating in areas near Acropolis, like Plaka and Monastiraki, which cater specifically to tourists and usually serve microwaved, premade food. If you head to more neighborhood-y places, like Pangrati, Mets, and Exarchia, you’ll have better luck at stumbling across a good meal. If there’s a waiter standing outside urging you in, if there’s an English/Italian/Chinese/Russian-language menu visibly displayed out front, if the banter inside the restaurant is in any language but Greek, avoid it. Use your ears and nose: Does the food smell good? Can you hear plenty of chattering Greek? If so, then it’s probably a good restaurant.


STANDOUTS


Syntagma


NOLAN


31 Voulis Athina; tel. 21 03243545; www.nolanrestaurant.gr; lunch 1pm-5:30pm, dinner 7pm-11:30pm Mon.-Sat.; from €14


You won’t find a ton of fusion food in Greece, but at Nolan, the Japanese-Greek chef is opening up the city’s palates. The food is fresh and creative, drawing on both Japanese and Greek ingredients and techniques; think soba noodles in tahini, marinated mackerel, and potato bread. The atmosphere is sleek and modern, with floor-to-ceiling glass windows and plenty of marble details.


Monastiraki


KOSTAS


Pl. Agias Irinis 2; tel. 21 03232971; 9am-6pm Mon.-Fri.; from €2.50


This is where you’ll find the best sandwich in Monastiraki. Kosta and his family have been grilling it up for 65 years. Souvlaki or kebabs (go for the latter) come with tomato sauce, sliced tomatoes, and onions: a bit atypical for the Greek pita, but absolutely delicious. It’s definitely not a secret, so be prepared to stand in line. They usually run out around 3pm.
























	
ATHENS FOOD OPTIONS






	NAME

	LOCATION

	CONTACT INFO

	FOOD

	HOURS

	PRICE










	SYNTAGMA






	
S Nolan


	31 Voulis Athina, Syntagma

	tel. 21 03243545; www.nolanrestaurant.gr


	Japanese-Greek fusion

	lunch 1pm-5:30pm, dinner 7pm-11:30pm Mon.-Sat.

	from €14






	Sushimou

	Skoufou 6, Syntagma

	tel. 21 14078457

	sushi

	6pm-midnight Mon.-Fri. mid-Sept.-mid.-Aug.

	menu €60






	PLAKA AND ACROPOLIS






	
Yiasemi


	23 Mnisikleous St., Plaka

	tel. 21 30417937; www.yiasemi.gr


	café fare

	8am-2am daily

	from €5






	
SENSE Fine Dining


	5 Dionysiou Areopagitou St., Acropolis

	tel. 21 09200240

	traditional Greek

	lunch noon-7pm, dinner 8pm-11pm daily May-Sept.

	menus from €50






	MONASTIRAKI






	
S Kostas


	Pl. Agias Irinis 2, Monastiraki

	tel. 21 03232971

	souvlaki and kebab sandwiches

	9am-6pm Mon.-Fri.

	from €3






	
S Zisis, Fish in a Cone


	Athinaidos 3, Monastiraki

	tel. 21 03211152; www.zisisfish.gr


	Greek seafood

	1pm-7pm daily

	from €4






	KOUKAKI






	
S Little Tree Books & Coffee


	Kavalloti 2, Koukaki

	tel. 21 09243762

	coffee, sandwiches, pastries

	8:30am-12:30am Tues.-Sun.

	drinks from €2






	KOLONAKI






	Nice n Easy

	Omirou 60 and Skoufa, Kolonaki

	tel. 21 03617201; www.niceneasy.gr


	modern Greek

	9am-midnight daily

	from €12






	
Kostarelos Dairy


	30-32 Patriarchou Ioakim St.

	tel. 21 07259000; www.kostarelos.gr


	café fare

	8am-10pm Mon.-Sat., 10am-6pm Sun.

	from €5






	EXARCHIA






	
S Prigkipas


	Char. Trikoupi 23, Exarchia

	tel. 21 14050070; www.prigkipas.gr


	Greek takeout

	noon-1am Mon.-Sat.

	from €3






	
S Luxus


	Valtetsiou 27, Exarchia

	tel. 21 30047353

	café fare during the day, bar at night

	8am-3am Mon.-Sat., noon-3am Sun.

	from €2






	
Ama Laxei


	Kallidromiou 69, Exarchia

	tel. 21 03845978

	traditional Greek

	11am-midnight daily

	mains €6-11






	METS AND PANGRATI






	Olympion

	Anapafseos 9, Mets

	tel. 21 09244388

	traditional Greek

	7am-1am daily

	from €5






	Spondi

	Pirronos 5, Pangrati

	tel. 21 07564021; www.spondi.gr


	fine dining

	8pm-11:45pm daily

	tasting menu from €79






	Ohh Boy

	Archelaou 32, Pangrati

	tel. 21 11838340; www.ohhboy.gr


	baked goods, sandwiches

	8:30am-11pm daily

	from €3






	GREATER ATHENS






	Delta

	Leof. Andrea Siggrou 364, outside the city center

	tel. 6986 657553; www.deltarestaurant.gr


	fine dining

	7pm-midnight Tues.-Sun.

	from €150











KAFENEIO: GREEK CAFÉ CULTURE


If the Brits are known for their affinity for tea, then the Greeks must be recognized for what can only be described as a runaway love affair with coffee. While all neighborhoods have cafés, working class neighborhoods of Athens and smaller towns are still home to kafeneio, or old-school traditional Greek cafés where old men and women sit drinking thick Greek coffee. The men hold komboloi (worry beads) and play backgammon while the women finger their handkerchiefs and keep a watchful eye on the neighborhood kids.


THE EXPERIENCE


Stepping into a kafeneio means stepping out of time: Athenians can drink their coffee over several hours, as they discuss everything from the state of political affairs to the week’s latest squabble with the in-laws. Sitting and drinking coffee for such a long period of time is an art form in Greece, and you should try it at least once.


WHAT TO ORDER


There are two coffees you should try while in Greece: Greek coffee and freddo espresso. Both can be ordered with different levels of sweetness (“glyko” for very sweet, “metrio” for a little sweet, “sketo” for plain).


• Greek coffee, which is actually Turkish coffee renamed for obvious reasons of national pride, is made in a small copper pot called a briki and boiled three times over an open flame. Milk is never added in Turkish coffee.
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Greek coffee





• Freddo espresso is an iced espresso shaken with the intensity of a martini. Freddo can be ordered with milk—and for the gourmands among us, sweetened condensed milk.






ZISIS, FISH IN A CONE



Athinaidos 3; tel. 21 03211152; www.zisisfish.gr; 1pm-7pm daily; from €3.80


Despite being located on a touristic street, this excellent little fish spot is full of locals. The takeaway cones—for under €4—are an excellent deal. You get a gigantic cone filled with vinegar-y slaw and topped with an impressive amount of fried seafood (try the calamari). You can also sit down to a full spread that will have you thinking you’re on a Greek island.


Koukaki


LITTLE TREE BOOKS & COFFEE


Kavalloti 2; tel. 21 09243762; 8:30am-12:30am Tues.-Sun.; drinks from €2


Part bookstore, part café, Little Tree Books & Coffee is a charming place to spend a leisurely afternoon. Grab a seat on the tree-shaded terrace and order an expertly executed coffee or the house specialty, hot lemonade. They also have a small selection of sandwiches and pastries. It gets very crowded on weekend afternoons, so arrive early for a table.


Exarchia


PRIGKIPAS


Char. Trikoupi 23; tel. 21 14050070; www.prigkipas.gr; noon-1am Mon.-Sat.; from €3


Friendly owner Kostis is making farm-to-table food easily, and cheaply, available. The best dishes are the kebabs. The meat is brought in daily from his hometown, the northern city of Florina, and grilled to perfection and dipped in boukovo (red pepper flakes). Excellent souvlaki, nicely grilled pitas made with corn flour, perfect potatoes, and tangy salads round out the menu. There are a few tables outside, or you can call for takeaway.


LUXUS


Valtetsiou 27; tel. 21 30047353; 8am-3am Mon.-Sat., noon-3am Sun.; from €2


This café in Exarchia is located on a pedestrian street (good for people-watching), with plenty of tables outside in the shade of an awning or in the sun if you’re working on your tan. The design inside is art deco–inspired, and as night falls, the café turns into a bar. There’s always an interesting bohemian crowd, and nice music throughout the day.


BARS AND NIGHTLIFE


Athenians love to have a good time, and you’ll find plenty of bars, cafés, clubs, discos, and more around the city. Bars can fill up from 6pm, for a pre-dinner drink, and the more popular places will be packed by 11pm. Clubs don’t get going till at least 1 or 2am, and parties can last until 6am.


Around the city you’ll notice plenty of posters advertising shows, events, festivals, concerts, and more. These are both neighborhood-specific (in Exarchia you’ll find flyers for squat parties, for example) and Athens-wide events. These posters are a great way to find out about events that happen outside of your usual Google search.






















	ATHENS BARS AND NIGHTLIFE






	NAME

	LOCATION

	CONTACT INFO

	VENUE TYPE

	HOURS










	SYNTAGMA






	
S The Clumsies


	Praxitelous 30, Syntagma

	tel. 21 03232682

	cocktail bar

	10am-2am Sun.-Thurs., 10am-4am Fri.-Sat.






	
S Heteroclito


	2 Fokionos and Petraki, Syntagma

	tel. 21 03239406

	wine bar

	12:30pm-midnight Mon.-Thurs., 12:30pm-1:30am Fri.-Sat., 6pm-midnight Sun.






	PLAKA AND ACROPOLIS






	Baba au Rum

	Klitiou 6, Plaka

	tel. 21 17109140; www.babaaurum.com


	cocktail bar

	7pm-3am daily






	MONASTIRAKI






	Six D.O.G.S.

	Avramiotou 6-8, Monastiraki

	tel. 21 03210510; www.sixdogs.gr


	club

	10am-3am Sun.-Thurs., 10am-7am Fri.-Sat.






	EXARCHIA






	Santaroza

	Asklipiou 69, Exarchia

	tel. 21 55101784

	cocktail bar

	6pm-late daily






	The Warehouse

	Valtetsiou 21, Exarchia

	tel. 21 55408002; https://warehouse.gr


	wine bar

	9am-2:30am daily






	
S Tanini Agapi Mou


	Ippokratous 91, Exarchia

	tel. 21 1115015; https://taniniagapimou.gr


	wine bar

	noon-2am Tues.-Sun.






	PSYRRI






	
S Romantso


	Anaxagora 3, Psyrri

	tel. 21 67003325; www.romantso.gr


	live music and cultural center

	hours vary by events






	METS AND PANGRATI






	Odeon

	Mark. Mousourou 19, Mets

	tel. 21 09223414

	cocktail bar

	9am-2am daily






	GREATER ATHENS






	BIG Bar

	Falesias 12, West Athens

	tel. 6946 282845; www.bigbar.gr [URL inactive]

	gay club

	8pm-2am Sun.-Thurs., 8pm-3am Fri.-Sat.









A word of warning: though cigarette smoking is illegal in Greece, that rule is regularly flouted by everyone, including the country’s health minister, who famously went on a televised conference some years ago with a cigarette in hand. In fact, Greeks are the 14th heaviest smokers in the world. There are a few places that strictly enforce the no-smoking rule (all the wine bars, for example), but some of the time you will be inhaling a lot of secondhand smoke.



STANDOUTS



Syntagma


THE CLUMSIES


Praxitelous 30; tel. 21 03232682; 10am-2am Sun.-Thurs., 10am-4am Fri.-Sat.


Day-drinkers, rejoice: the Clumsies, which bills itself as an all-day bar, is here for you. Two champion bartenders opened this excellent cocktail bar, and from 10am they sling innovative and delicious cocktails in a space filled with natural light. There’s a “secret” private room in the back, complete with fireplace, billiard table, and a bookcase filled with leather-bound books (reservation only).


HETEROCLITO


2 Fokionos and Petraki; tel. 21 03239406; 12:30pm-midnight Mon.-Thurs., 12:30pm-1:30am Fri.-Sat., 6pm-midnight Sun.; glasses from €5






















	ATHENS LODGING






	NAME

	LOCATION

	CONTACT INFO

	OPTIONS

	PRICE










	SYNTAGMA






	InnAthens

	Souri 3, Syntagma

	tel. 21 03258555; www.innathens.com


	hotel rooms

	from €150 breakfast incl.






	
S Zillers Boutique Hotel


	54 Mitropoleos, Syntagma

	tel. 21 03222277; www.thezillersathenshotel.com


	hotel rooms

	from €160 breakfast incl.






	Grande Bretagne

	1 Vasileos Georgiou A St., Syntagma Square

	tel. 21 03330000; www.hotelgrandebritagne.gr [URL inactive]

	hotel rooms

	from €640 breakfast incl.






	PLAKA AND ACROPOLIS






	Ava Hotel

	Lisikratous 9, Plaka

	tel. 21 03259000; www.avahotel.gr


	apartment-style hotel rooms

	from €225 suite only, €250 with breakfast






	
S Electra Palace Athens


	18-20 N, Navarchou Nikodimou St., Plaka

	tel. 21 03370000; www.electrahotels.gr


	hotel rooms

	from €230 breakfast incl.






	
PSYRRI







	Athens Backpackers

	Makri 12, Psyrri

	tel. 21 09224044; www.backpackers.gr


	dorms and private rooms

	dorms from €23, private rooms from €85






	KOLONAKI






	Shila Athens

	Keomenous 2, Kolonaki

	tel. 21 07146000; www.sgl.gr


	suites

	from €380 breakfast incl.






	EXARCHIA






	
S Radisson Blu Park Hotel


	Leof. Alexandras 10, Exarchia

	tel. 21 08894500; www.rbathenspark.com


	hotel rooms

	from €130 room only, from €150 with breakfast









Greece has some of the oldest vineyards in the world, but its reputation is mainly for having overly sweet, Mediterranean Manischewitz-style wine. Forget all that and head to Heteroclito, a cozy wine bar with a Parisian vibe that serves some of Greece’s most interesting wines, originating from Crete to Macedonia. Trust the advice of the knowledgeable bartenders, and be sure to order a meat and cheese plate to justify drinking a whole bottle.


Psyrri


ROMANTSO


Anaxagora 3; tel. 21 67003325; www.romantso.gr; hours vary by events


Housed in the former printing plant of the infamous magazine ROMANTSO, this fantastic creative hub serves as both an “incubator” for artists and start-ups, and a cultural center. This place is a must-visit, as they have all sorts of events going on, from live music acts to hoop dancing. Check the website for upcoming events.



Exarchia



TANINI AGAPI MOU


Ippokratous 91; tel. 21 1115015; https://taniniagapimou.gr; noon-2am Tues.-Sun.


Calling all natural wine lovers. Tanini Agapi Mou is the best (and coolest) place in Athens for Greek natural wines—that’s all they have on the menu (plus a handful of organic beers). They serve small snacks and have become increasingly popular with locals; call ahead to reserve a spot outside.


LODGING


There’s no shortage of hotels in Athens, from the most luxurious accommodations to hostels for backpackers on their last few euros. Most tourists choose to stay in either Syntagma or around Acropolis (in Plaka), which is close to all the major sights and transportation, but it can be a bit hectic and loud throughout the day.


Since 2018 a startling amount of Athenian property has been turned into AirBnBs. It’s a controversial topic in the city, as landlords have started to evict tenants and some Greeks feel pushed out of their own city by tourists; yet, for many other Greeks, it remains the only way they can make money since the crisis. There are plenty of nice apartments for rent around the city, in any event, and it’s a good option if you are staying longer-term; try looking for a place in Koukaki.


Hotels in Athens generally have en-suite bathrooms (the exceptions being hostels and guesthouses), and breakfast is typically included in the room fee unless otherwise noted.


STANDOUTS


Syntagma


ZILLERS BOUTIQUE HOTEL


54 Mitropoleos; tel. 21 03222277; www.thezillersathenshotel.com; from €160 breakfast incl.


Located on famous Mitropoleos Street, the charming Zillers Boutique Hotel is housed in a renovated neoclassical building and is a favorite with well-heeled Athenians. Rooms are modern and bright, if a bit small, and the staff is wonderfully accommodating. The undeniable standout is the roof garden, with a view of the Parthenon.


Plaka and Acropolis


ELECTRA PALACE ATHENS


18-20 N, Navarchou Nikodimou St.; tel. 21 03370000; www.electrahotels.gr; from €230 breakfast incl.


One of the best-known luxury hotels in Athens, Electra Palace is a stalwart on the hospitality scene. The bathrooms are marble, the furniture is customized, and the views are fantastic. You’re so close to Acropolis you feel like you could reach out and touch it. Needless to say, there are also excellent staff and amenities, including a rooftop pool.


Exarchia


RADISSON BLU PARK HOTEL


Leof. Alexandras 10; tel. 21 08894500; www.rbathenspark.com; from €130 room only, from €150 with breakfast


This is the best of the luxury hotels in the area, if you don’t mind being a short walk from the center. It’s a classic business traveler hotel, with 153 rooms set across the sleek glass building. There’s a nice fitness center and spa, and rooftop views of Acropolis for half the price you’d pay in Plaka.




INFORMATION AND SERVICES


There are plenty of bank branches and ATMs around central Athens. Note that ATM fees start at around €2.50. The National Bank of Greece (Karageorgi Servias at Stadiou, Syntagma; tel. 21 04848484) has a 24-hour automated exchange machine. Capital controls imposed during the financial crisis have since been lifted, and lines are usually pretty short.


The central post office is near Omonia (Eolou 100; tel. 21 03353383; 7:30am-8:30pm Mon.-Fri., 7:30am-2:45pm Sat.), and there’s another one in Syntagma, though it’s always crowded and understaffed, and the underpaid postal workers are usually grumpy (Syntagma Square; tel. 21 03245970; 7:30am-8:30pm Mon.-Fri., 7:30am-2:45pm Sat., 9am-1:30pm Sun.).


Pharmacies are a dime a dozen; there seems to be one on each corner. Public hospitals in Greece will treat you with or without insurance (if you don’t have the Greek insurance AMKA or European public health insurance, you will have to pay, but fees are much, much cheaper than in the United States), and the central clinic is open 24/7 (Asklipiou 31; tel. 21 03674000).


The information office of the National Tourist Organization (Dionysiou Areopagitou 18-20; tel. 21 03310347; www.visitgreece.gr), has knowledgeable staff, free brochures, and maps of the city.


GETTING THERE


Air


Athens is served by the Eleftherios Venizelos International Airport (ATH), which underwent a renovation in 2017. All major airlines fly through Venizelos, with many airlines now offering direct flights from the United States, Asia, and the Middle East. Located 27 kilometers (17 mi) east of the city center, the airport offers all the modern amenities and more: 24-hour luggage service, a children’s playroom, a small archaeological museum, and several bank branches and ATMs. There is a 24-hour Athens Airport Information Desk with friendly staff giving out booklets and free Athens Spotlighted discount cards, and answering any questions.


Airport Transportation


To get to the city center from the airport, you can take a taxi, metro, or bus.


There is a police-manned taxi queue outside the arrivals gate; even if the line is long, it goes quickly. Taxi rates to the center are fixed at €38, and €54 for night route (midnight-5am).


For the metro, exit through the arrivals area and walk across the street, up the escalator, and through the hallway to the station. Tickets costs €9 per person, and rides come every 20 minutes.


The bus is the most economical way to leave the airport, with lines departing every 15-60 minutes, depending on the route (€5.40). The X95 goes to Syntagma, the X96 goes to Piraeus, the X93 goes to the Kifissos intercity bus station, and the X97 connects with the Elliniko metro station. Visit telematics.oasa.gr for timetables.


GETTING AROUND


The most convenient way to get around Athens is on foot, as many of the main sights and neighborhoods are within an hour’s walk of each other. Walking is not always an enjoyable experience, as Athenian sidewalks are tiny and often full of parked cars, and they have at least three different textured tiles on each street. If you are traveling in a wheelchair or with a stroller, be aware that maneuvering may be difficult or nearly impossible in some neighborhoods.


Metro


Athens has a clean and somewhat comprehensive three-line metro. The Green Line (which is overground), which serves Kifisia to Piraeus, was built in 1869, making it the second oldest in the world after the London Underground. It passes through Piraeus, Omonia, and Monastiraki. The Red Line goes from Anthoupoli to Eliniko, passing through the Athens railway station, Omonia, Syntagma Square, and Acropolis. The Blue Line goes from the airport to Nikaia, stopping in Syntagma and Monastiraki.


[image: image]


A 90-minute ticket costs €1.20, and a three-day pass is €20 (you can buy both from the automated kiosks in any metro station). Some gaps on the metro are filled in by the tram, which connects the city center to the southern seaside with three lines.


You buy metro tickets directly in the metro from the machines (English-language options available) and validate your ticket at the turnstiles before going into the wagon. The metro runs from 5am-1am daily; check your specific route in advance (https://stasy.gr/en/timetables), as hours may vary slightly depending on the metro line and day of the week.


Taxi and Ride-Hailing Apps


Taxis are affordable (minimum ride is €3.20, charges per kilometer are almost double midnight-5am), though Athenian cabbies have a bit of a—ahem—reputation in Greece: they’re known to be overly chatty and often smoking, and they can take advantage of tourists by driving them in circles and overcharging for baggage. You can mitigate unfair service by running Google Maps on your phone at the same time, though in all likelihood, you’ll be okay.


Taxis are clearly marked—they are all yellow and say TAXI on them—and you can hail them in the street. If you’re leaving very early in the morning, it’s helpful for your hotel to call ahead. Rates are fixed between the airport and the center (€38 during the day, €54 midnight-5am). From the airport to Piraeus, rates are €48 during the day, €60 at night.


There is Uber in Greece, and you can also download the TaxiBeat app on your phone (www.thebeat.com). You can also try Welcome Pickups (www.welcomepickups.com) to prebook a ride somewhere; most of the drivers speak English.


LEAVING ATHENS


Piraeus Port


Piraeus, located 10 kilometers (6 mi) southwest of central Athens, is a city unto itself: this is the biggest port in the Mediterranean, with 20 million people passing through each year. It has its own character, and a long history stretching back to ancient times; the area has been inhabited since the 26th century BCE. Piraeus began to be built up during the time of King Otto, and it quickly became a bustling metropolis, as thousands of immigrants and refugees from Asia Minor settled along the port.


Rafina Port


This is the second port for boats headed to select Cycladic islands. It’s pretty small and calm, and a good option for people who want to avoid the hectic bustle of Piraeus.


Lavrion Port


Located 60 kilometers (37 mi) southeast of Athens, Lavrion port has high-season catamarans to Naxos, Milos, and Mykonos, as well as other western Cycladic islands. Despite a rich industrial past, it’s a bit of a snooze today and not worth spending the night if you can avoid it.


Train


The main railway station in Athens is (somewhat confusingly) known as Larissa Station (Deligianni 46). People take the train here to travel to destinations like Larissa and Thessaloniki. You can take the metro to Larissa Station stop to transfer over to the inter-city trains.
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