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A former journalist for the Daily Mail and Evening Standard, and social editor of the Tatler for ten years, writer and broadcaster Una-Mary Parker is a bestselling author whose glamorous, stylish and irresistible novels have been published throughout the world.


Follow Una-Mary on twitter @UnaMaryParker











Praise for Una-Mary Parker’s scandalously sinful bestsellers:


‘This novel has everything – intrigue, romance, ambition, lust . . .’ Daily Mail


‘Deliciously entertaining’ Sunday Telegraph


‘A meticulous reconstruction of a society at play’ Evening Standard


‘Guaranteed to make you gasp, giggle and stretch your eyes as you gallop through the pages at one sitting’ Company


‘Filled with romance and intrigue but with an unexpected twist’ Best


‘The accent is on elegance and style, with seamless plotting by this bestselling writer’ Lady


‘Will keep you glued to the page’ Prima
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About the Book


This exclusive e-short story is the sizzling prequel to Una-Mary Parker’s internationally bestselling novel, RICHES, available now in ebook.


Born and raised in the poorest part of San Francisco, Joni Marks has always dreamed of becoming a movie star. She craves the fame, the glamour and the wealth. And she’ll do anything to get what she wants.


Now, on the night of the Oscars, as Hollywood’s most famous film director, Hunt Kellerman, walks towards her on the red carpet, she knows that he’s the man who will make her dreams come true. And nothing is going to stand in the way of her destiny.











Chapter One


Los Angeles, 1983


The crowds cheered and yelled as they jostled with each other to get a better view of the film stars walking along the red carpet. And to Joni Marks it seemed that Hollywood was the centre of the world, for tonight the Oscar Ceremony was being held.


Born and raised in the poorest area of San Francisco, Joni had always dreamed of becoming a movie star, like a lot of other little girls. But tonight she felt different. Tonight her ambition had clarified and become crystal clear. Nothing would stand in her way. This was the life she wanted. This was the life she needed. She physically ached for the fame. The glamour. The wealth. The adulation.


Joni swore to herself that one day it would all be hers, whatever the cost. She, too, would walk along the red carpet wearing a sensational, couture evening gown and bejewelled with a million-dollar diamond necklace.


The fans on either side of the red carpet were ten deep now, but Joni had succeeded in pushing and elbowing her way to the front with her autograph book in one hand and a biro in the other.


She needed to meet someone who could pull some strings and introduce her to a casting producer, and it had to be a man; a girl wasn’t going to give her a chance. She’d known that since the age of five. What she needed was a man who had a lot of contacts and even more money. If she had to sleep with him it would help if he was good-looking and under sixty, though around thirty-five would make it more enjoyable for her.




Lost in these imaginings, it was then that Joni saw him walking on his own, gazing down at the red carpet as if deep in thought. In that split second she knew that this man would be her destiny. She’d known for years that she’d inherited her grandmother’s second sight. She had to act immediately or her moment of opportunity would pass and she’d regret it for ever.


‘Will you give me your autograph, please?’ Her voice was confident and husky above the din of cheering and shouting.


He replied, surprised, ‘I will if you want me to but I’m not anyone famous.’


Joni blinked, and the strange aura that had surrounded him suddenly cleared. She found herself looking into his dark eyes and an amused expression.
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